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( Open Inquiry 
Demanded. 

Another accident yesterday to a 
Royal Australian Air Force Hawker 
Demon plane, was the ninth of a 
remarkable series in which these 
machines have been involved in a 
little more than a fortnight. 
In yesterday's accident a machine 

crashed on to Avoca Beach reserve at 
Gosford. The machine was wrecked, 
but the occupants, a pilot and a wireless 
operator, escaped with minor injuries. 

Eight of the accidents occurred to 
machines of the squadron of nine 
machines which took part in a prac-
tice flight from Laverton to Brisbane 
by way of Charleville. 

The Federal Government has already ap-
pointed a committee of senior Air Force 
officers to make an immediate investigation, 
in camera, into the series of accidents, but 
demands for a public inquiry will be made 
by members of the 'House of Representatives 
to-day. 

If the committee should find any technical 
defects. it will advise the Minister for Defence 
(Mr. Thorby) immediately, and all the Hawker 
Demons will then be grounded. Mr. Thorley 
said in Canberra yesterday, however, that 
information that he had received so far indi-
cated that there was nothing wrong with the 
type of machine. 

Mr. T. D. Leech, chairman of the Aero-
nautical Engineering Branch of the Institute 
of Engineers, who took part in the inquiries 
into the series of DH86 crashes, stated last 
night that there appeared to be something 
fundamentally wrong with the machines in 
use in Australia, and suggested the appoint-
ment of a special board, with Mr. H. E. Wim-
peris. director of scientific research attached 
to the British Air Ministry. as chairman; to 
inquire into the cause of the accidents. 

METEOROLOGICAL FLIGHT. 
The plane which crashed yesterday was on 

a meteorological survey flight from Richmond 
aerodrome. 

The pilot, J: S. Burgess, 26. suffered abras-
ions to the face and legs, a severe wound on 
the Mouth, and shock:'and the wireless opera-
tor, Allan Charles Lord, 21, suffered contus-
ions to the legs and shock. 

The plane left Richmond at 8 a.m., and 
about an hour later-it was seen circling over 
Avoca Beach at an altitude of about 8000 
feet. The attention of residents in the area 
was attracted to the 'plane by an intermit-
tent spluttering noise from the engine. 

Suddenly the engine stopped, and the plane 
hurtled nose downwards towards the beach 
reserve. • It missed a group of tall pine trees 
by a few feet,' flattened out slightly as it 
neared the ground, and then struck the 
ground with great force, the wheels and 
engine making simultaneous contact with the 
ground. 

The wings and undercarriage were torn 
from the fuselage by the impact, and the 
engine was partly buried in the soft earth. 

Lord was hurled more than 20 feet away, 
and was stunned. Burgess scrambled out of 
the wreckage and went to his companion's 
aid. 

COW STRUCK BY WING. 
The plane had narrowly missed killing a 

cow which had been grazing on the reserve. 
A wing struck the animal on the head, break-
ing off a horn. 

LIST OF MISHAPS. 
Of the nine mishapsto, Hawker Demon 

machines recently, eight occurred during the 
training flight of the R.A.A.10  squadron from 
Laverton aer rorti ,)Itctp it,p 14iteensiand 
and back. VF1a 4.40.04e0Seke 

The mishaps were as follows:— 
November 21: Brake jammed while landing 

at Cootamundra; plane tilted, but no damage 
caused. 

November 21: Same machine damaged 
through brake seizing while landing at Can-
berra. 

November 29: Forced landing near Bourke. 
Nobody injured. 

December 3: Machine tipped on nose while 
taking-off at Archerfield Aerodrome. Brisbane; 
propeller broken. 

December 3: Engine trouble developed in a 
machine while on manoeuvres. compelling 
squadron to return to Archerfield. 

December 5: Pilot-Officer Jack Frederick 
Fallon incinerated and Mechanic Fitzgerald 
injured, in crash near Cootamundra. 

December 6: Second crash near Cootamun-
dra; pilot and observer-mechanic injured. 

December 6: Machine, landing at Coota-
mundra, broke a wheel and came to rest on 
a wing. 
- December 7: Pilot and wireless operator of 
meteorological observation plane crashed at 
Avoca; both injured. 

SPECIAL BOARD 
SUGGESTED. 

MR. H. E. WIMPERIS AS 
CHAIRMAN. 

Mr. T. D. Leech, who is a lecturer in civil 
engineering at the Sydney University and an 
outstanding authority on aeronautics, when 
asked to express an opinion on the accidents 
to the Hawker-Demons, said that something 
more than a departmental inquiry was needed 
if the real cause of the accidents was to be 
discovered. 

"SOMETHING WRONG." 
"There is certainly something fundamentally 

wrong with the Hawker-Demons in Australia." 
he said. "In my opinion, the search for the 
cause must go further than any suggestion of 
slackness on the part of the pilots of the 
planes. The Hawker-Demon as a type is an 
excellent machine. In some quarters it is 
suggested that the machine is unsuited to 
Australian conditions, and a consideration 
such as this must be viewed very carefully. 

"In my opinion, the series of accidents calls 
for the appointment of a special board of in-
quiry, comprising members of the Air Acci-
dents Committee and members of the public 
with aeronautical qualifications who could ask 
questions and speak openly and candidly with-
out any peculiar restrictions. 

"As chairman of the board I would suggest 
Mr. H. E. Wimperis, who is in Australia and 
is probably the most qualified person in the 
Empire to discover the cause, if it should be 
some mechanical failing. 

"He was for some years a member of the 
British Air Accidents Inquiry Board, and, in 
addition, his books on the combustion engine 
are accepted as standard works by British 
universities. 

COMPREHENSIVE INQUIRY. 
"It may be that such an inquiry, if compre-

hensive, would discover whether any plane 
designed in America or Europe specificially 
for Australian conditions was completely 
satisfactory from the point of view of service 
operation in the Commonwealth. Whatever 
the situation happens to be, it would seem 
essential that the projected inquiry into these 
accidents should determine to what extent the 
Hawker-Demon machines. or for that matter 
all other machines in the Air Force are suited 
to our conditions. 

"In a flight such as that of the Laxerton 
squadron we might expect a couple of engines 
to give trouble, but eight successive cases of 
engine trouble in about as many days suggest 
that there is some grave fault somewhere. 

"The committee of inquiry, I suggest, should 
be empowered to reopen any previous inquiry 
into accidents to Hawker-Demons and, for that 
matter, to isrly other type of military plane." 

"HUSH" POLICY FEARED. 

QUESTIONS AT CANBERRA. 
--- 
CANBERRA. Tuesday. 

Allegations that the Federal Ministry in-
tended to fellow a "heth hush" policy in 
inquiry into the came of frequent crashes of 
Hawker Demon R.A..e:F. planss were res.de 
by a number of members of the Federal Par-

• liament to-clay. 
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Open Inquiry
Demanded.

Another accialiyesterday to t
Royal Australian Air Force Ilawker
Demon plane, was the ninth of a
remarkablc series in which thesc
maehines have be^en involved in a
llttle rnore than e fortnight.
fn yesterday's accidenf a machine

crashed on to Avoca Beach reserve at
Gosford; Ttre machine was wrecked,
but the occupants, a pilot and a wireless
operator,' escaped with minor injuries.

Eight ol the accldents occufred to
machines of the squadron of nine
machirnes whlch took part ln a prac-
tice fligbt trom Layerton to Brisbane
by way of Charleville.

The Federal Government has already ap-
poilrted e commlttee of senior Alr lbrce
offrcers to ryreke an lmmediat€ investigation,
ln camera. into the series of aecidents. but
d€mands for a public inquiq' will be made
by memb€rs of the House of ReDresenLatites
to-dal'.

If the committee should f,,nd a.nv technical
defects. it will advise the Minist€r for Delenca
(Mr.  Thorbyl  immedlarely,  &nd al l  the l {awker
Demons will then b€ grounded. Mr. Thorb/
said in Canberra yesterday, howeve!. that
information that he had recbived so lar indi-
cated tha0 there was nothing wrong with the
Nyp6 of machine.

Mr. T. D. Leech. chairman of the Aero-
nautical Engineering Br&nch of the Institute
of En8ineers. who took part in the inquirie.s
lnto the series of DH86 crashes, Etatrd le.st
night thai, there appeared to be somelhi::g
fundamentally wron8 with the machines in
use in Australla, &nd suggested the appoint-
ment of a speci&l bo&rd. wlth Mr. H. E. Wim-
peris, direcbor of scienbiflc research attached
to ihe Brltish Air Ministry. as chairman, to
inquire lnto th€ cruse of the accidents.

METEOROLOGICAL FLIGHT,
The pldne which crashed yesterday wzts on

a meteorological survey flight from Richmond
a,erodrome.

The pilot, J.'S. Burgess, 26. sufiered abras-
ions lo the face and legs, s severe wound on
the moIth. and shock: and the wlreless opera-
for, Allcn Charles Lord, 21, sufiered contus-
ions to the legs and shock.

The plane left Richmond at 8 a.m.. and
about an hour later'it was seen circlins over
Avoca Beach at an altltude of aboui 8000
feet. The attentlon of residents ln the area
was attracted to the 'plane by an int€rmit-
tent spluttering nolse Irom the enginc.

Suddenly the engine stopped. and the plane
hurtled nose downwards torvards the beach
reserve. ' It missed a group of tall pine trees
by a few feet, fl&ttened out siightly as it
near€d the ground, and then struck the
ground wlth great force, the wheels and
englne, making simultaneous contact wlth the
ground.

The wings and underearriage were torn
from the fus€lege by th€ lmpact. end the
engine was partly buried in the sofr ea,rth.

Inrd was hurled'more than 20 feet away,
end was stunned. Eurgess scre.mbled out ot
the vreckage and went to his eompanion's
aid.

COW STRUCK BY WING.
The pien€ had narrowly missed killinc e '

cow which htd been gra.zing on the reseive.
A wing struck the animsl on the head, brerk-
ing ofi a horn.
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of th€ nine mlbh&pi to " Howkrf Dcthdn
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The mishaDs were as follows:- 7

and back .

November 21: Bra,ke Jammed u,hile landing
at Cootamundra; plane tilted, but no damage
ca.used.

November 2l: Same machine damaged
through brake seizing u'hile landlng at Can-
berra.

Novernber 29: Forced landing near Bourke.
Nobody injured.

December 3: Machine tipped on nose while
taking-ofi at Archerfleid Aerodrome, Brisbane;
nropeller broken.- 

December 3: Engine trouble deYelop€d ir a
machine while on m&noeuvres. compelllng
squadlon to rcturn to Archerfield.

Decdmbdr 5: Pilot-Offcer Jack fbederick
Fallon incinerated end Mechanic Fitzgerald
lnjured, in crash near Cootamundra.

Dccember 6: Second crash near Cootamun-
dra: Dilot and observer-mechanic injured.

Decimber 6: Machine, landing at Coota-
mundre, broke a wheel and came to res[ on
s wlng.
- December ?: Pilot and vireiess operator of
meteorological observation plane cr&shed et
Avoc&; b4th injured.

SPECIAL BOARD
SUGGESTED.

MR. H. E. '*/IMPERIS AS
CHAIRMAN.

Mr. T. D. Leech. who ls s lecturer in civil
engineering at the'sydney University and an
outstendlng authority on apronautics, when
asked to express an opinion on the accidents
to the Hawker-Demons, said that something
mor€ than & dep&rtmental lnquiry was needed
if the real cauae of the accidenk was to be
discovered.

! "SoMETHTNG WRONG."
"There is certainly something fundamentally

wrong q'ith the Hawker-Demons in Austrelia."
he said. "In my opinion, the search for the
cBus€ must g9 further tJra,n any zuggestion of
slackness on the part of the pilots of the
planes. The Hevker-Demon as * type is an
excellent mechir:e. In som€ quarters it is
suggested that the machine is unsuited to
Australian condibions, and a consideration
such aE thls must be viewed very carefully,

"In my opinlon, the series of eccidents calls
for ths appointment of a special board of in-
quiry, comprising members of the Air Acci-
dents Committee end members of the publie
with aerona.utical qualitlcations who could ask
questlons and speak openly and candidly with-
out any peculisr restrictlons.

"As chalrman of ttle board I would suggest
Mr. H. E. Wimperis, who ls in Australira Bnd
ls probably the most quaUf,ed person in the
Empire to discover ttre cause, if it should be
some mechanical failing.

"He was for sorne yea,rs a member of the
British Air Accidents Inquiry Board, and, in
addition, his books on the combustioh engine
are accepted as standa,rd works by British
univer.<ities.

COMPREHENSIVE INQUIRY.
. "It may be that sucll an inguirj', if compre-
hensive, would discover whethei any pianc
designed in- America or turope specifi-ciaily
for. Austrelian conditions wa,s completelj'
setiefaetory from the polnt of view of ierviei
op€rf,tion in the Commonwealth. Whstever
the sltua.tion happens to be. lt would seem
essential thet the plojeeted inqulnr lnto these
Accrclent.q should determine to what extent the
Hawker-Demon machines. or for that matter
all other maclfines in the Air lbrce are suited
to our conalitions.

"In a {light such as that of the lJaverton
squadron we might expect e, couple of englnes
to give trouble, but €ight succelsive cases of
enghe trouble in about as many days suggest
that there ls some grave fault somewhere.--
- "The committee of inqriiry, I suggest, should
be empowered to reopen anv Drevious inouirv
into accidents to Hawker-Demdns and, forih&l
mattef, to tty 

"th"t 
tje" of military plane.,'

..HUSH'' POLICY FEARED.

QUESTIONS AT CANBERRA.
---:-
CANBEF,RA, Tuesday.

. Allegations that, the Federa,l trtinis;ry "in-
tended to f?!tor? a ..hr.trh ltush', poliey in :is
inquir l ' in to thc cau:e of  f reouent crashes of
Harrher Dcmol n.A.^f .  p lants q 'e l .p n1p.Ce
by a nunrber of meml::rrs o-f tlte PeCeret p:r-
liament to-da.i'.

T h a t  n Y n v a : . a d  t h a i r  r - i - - ' -  { *  1 l i ^  l ^ r - L r ^ -



Open Inquiry 
Demanded. 

Another accident yesterday to a 
Royal Australian Air Force Hawker 
Demon plane, was the ninth of a 
remarkable series in which these 
machines have been involved in a 
little more than a fortnight. 
In yesterday's accident a machine 

crashed on to Avoca Beach reserve at 
Gosford. The machine was wrecked, 
but the occupants, a pilot and a wireless 
operator; escaped with minor injuries. 

Eight of the accidents occurred to 
machines of the squadron of nine 
machines which took part in a prac-
tice flight from Laverton to Brisbane 
by way of Charleville. 

The Federal Government has already ap-
pointed a committee of senior Air Force 
officers to make an immediate investigation, 
in camera, into the series of accidents, but 
demands for a public inquiry will be made 
by members of the 'House of Representatives 
to-day. 

If the committee should find any technical 
defects, it will advise the Minister for Defence 
(Mr. Thorby) immediately, and all the Hawker 
Demons will then be grounded. Mr. Thorby 
said in Canberra yesterday, however, that 
information that he had received so far indi-
cated that there was nothing wrong with the 
type of machine. 

Mr. T. D. Leech, chairman of the Aero-
nautical Engineering Branch of the Institute 
of Engineers, who took part in the inquiries 
into the series of DH86 crashes, stated last 
night that there appeared to be something 
fundamentally wrong with the machines in 
use in Australia, and suggested the appoint-
ment of a special board, with Mr. H. E. Wim-
penis, director of scientific research attached 
to the British Air Ministry, as chairman; to 
inquire into the cause of the accidents. 

METEOROLOGICAL FLIGHT. 
The plane which crashed yesterday was on 

a meteorological survey flight from Richmond 
aerodrome. 

The pilot. J: S. Burgess, 26. suffered abras-
ions to the face and legs, a severe wound on 
the mouth, and shock; 'and the wireless opera-
tor, Allan Charles Lord, 21, suffered contus-
ions to the legs and shock. 

The plane left Richmond • at 8 a.m., and 
about an hour later-it was seen circling over 
Avoca Beach at an altitude of about 8000 
feet. The attention of residents in the area 
was attracted to the 'plane by an intermit-
tent spluttering noise from the engine. 

Suddenly the engine stopped, and the plane 
hurtled nose downwards towards the beach 
reserve. It missed a group of tall pine trees 
by a few feet,' flattened out slightly as it 
neared the ground, and then struck the 
ground with great force, the wheels and 
engine making simultaneous contact with the 
ground. 

The wings and undercarriage were torn 
from the fuselage by the Impact, and the 
engine was partly buried in the soft. earth. 

Lord was hurled more than 20 feet away, 
and was stunned. Burgess scrambled out of 
the 'wreckage and went to his companion's 
aid. 

COW STRUCK BY WING. 
The plane had narrowly missed killing a 

cow which had been grazing on the reserve. 
A wing struck the animal on the head, break- 
ing 

 
 off a horn. • 
The postmaster at Avoca. Beach was in- 

formed 
 

 of the accident, and called a doctor, 
the police, and an ambulance, and the two 
airmen received medical treatment. 

Eye-witnesses said that it was remarkable 
that the airmen escaped death. Miss K. 
Dunstan, who was among the first to detect 
the plane's plight, made strenuous efforts to 
indicate a suitable landing area close to her 
property. Either the airmen failed to see her 

squaaron to return to arcnetacia. 
December 5: Pilot-Officer Jack Frederick 

Fallon incinerated and Mechanic Fitzgerald 
injured, in crash near Cootamundra. 

Detember 6: Second crash near Cootamun-
dra; pilot and observer-mechanic injured. 

December 6: Machine, landing at Coate-
mundra, broke a wheel and came to rest on 
a wing. 
- December 7: Pilot and wireless operator of 
meteorological observation plane crashed at 
Avoca; both injured. 

SPECIAL BOARD 
SUGGESTED. 

MR. H. E. WIMPERIS AS 
CHAIRMAN. 

Mr. T. D. Leech, who is a lecturer in civil 
engineering at the Sydney University and an 
outstanding authority on aeronautics, when 
asked to express an opinion on the accidents 
to the Hawker-Demons, said that something 
more than a departmental inquiry was needed 
if the real cause of the accidents was to be 
discovered. 

"SOMETHING WRONG." • 
"There is certainly something fundamentally 

wrong with the Hawker-Demons in Australia." 
he said. "In my opinion, the search for the 
cause must go further than any suggestion of 
slackness on the part of the pilots of the 
planes. The Hawker-Demon as a type is an 
excellent machine. In some quarters it is 
suggested that the machine is unsuited to 
Australian conditions, and a consideration 
such as this must be viewed very carefully. 

"In my opinion, the series of accidents calls 
for the appointment of a special board of in-
quiry, comprising members of the Air Acci-
dents Committee and members of the public 
with aeronautical qualifications who could ask 
questions and speak openly and candidly with-
out any peculiar restrictions. 

"As chairman of the board I would suggest 
Mr. H. E. Wimperis, who is in Australia and 
is probably the most qualified person in the 
Empire to discover the cause, if it should be 
some mechanical failing. 

"He was for some years a member of the-
British Air Accidents Inquiry Board, and, in 
addition, his books on the combustion engine 
are accepted as standard works by British 
universities. 

COMPREHENSIVE INQUIRY. 
"It may be that such an inquiry, if compre-

hensive. would discover whether any plane 
designed in America or Europe specificially 
for Australian conditions was completely 
satisfactory from the point of view of service 
operation in the Commonwealth. Whatever 
the situation happens to be, it would seem 
essential that the projected inquiry into these 
accidents should determine to what extent the 
Hawker-Demon machines, or for that matter 
all other machines in the Air Force are suited 
to our conditions. 

"In a flight such as that of the Laurton 
squadron we might expect a couple of engineS 
to give trouble, but eight successive cases of 
engine trouble in about as many days suggest 
that there is some grave fault somewhere. 

"The committee of inquiry, I suggest, should 
be empowered to reopen any previous inquiry 
into accidents to Hawker-Demons and, for that 
matter, to any other type of military plane." 

"HUSH" POLICY FEARED. 

QUESTIONS AT CANBERRA. 

CANBERRA, Tuesday. 
Allegations that the Federal Ministry in-

tended to follow a "ht'-h hush" policy in 
inquiry into the canoe of freouent crashes of 
Hawker Demon P,.A..A F. planrs were made 
by a number of members of the Federal Par-
liament to-day. 

They expresred their view; in the lobbies 
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Open Inguiry
Demanded.

Another ac"iallyesterday to l
Royal Australian Air Force Ilawker
Demon plane, was the nlnth of a
remarkablc series in which thesc
machines have be-en involved in a
Itttle more than e lortnight.
fn yesterday's accident a machine

crashed on to Avoca Beach reserve at
Gosford, The machine was wrecked,
but the occupants, a piiot and a wireless
operator,. escaped with minor injuries.

Eight ol the accidents occufred to
machines of the squadron of nine
machi:res whtch took part ln a prac-
tice flight from Laverton to Brisbane
by vay ot Charleville.

The Federal Government has alrcady ap-
potnted a committee of senior Air lbrce
officers to ryrake an irnrmediat€ investigation,
in camera, into the series of accidents. but
demaJrds for ademards for e, public inquirT' will be made
by members of the'House ol Representatiles
to-day.

If the committee should fl.nd anv technical
defecbs. it will sdvi.se the Minisler for D€lencc
{Mr. Thorby) lmmediately, end ail the I{awker
Demons will then b€ grounded. Mr. Thorb'y
said in Canberra yeslerday, however. that
informetion that he had received so fat indi-
cated tha,t lhere was nothing wrong with the
type of machine.

Mr. T. D. Leech. ctrairman of the Aero-
nautical Engineering Brench of the Instilut€
of Engineers. who took part in the inquirie.s
lnto the series of DH86 crashes. staled le-st
night that there appeared to be something
fundamentslly wrong with the mechines in
use in Australla, and suggested the appoilt,-
ment of a special board. with Mr. H. E. Wim-
peris, director of scientific researeh *ttached
to the British Air Ministry. as cheirman, to I
Lnquire lnto the cause of the accidents. :

METEOROLOGICAL FT,IGHT. I
Ths plane which crashed yesterday was on

a meteorological survey flight from Richrnond l
a,erodrome. I

The pilot, J.'S. Burgess, 26. suffered ebras-
ions to i,he face and legs. s severe wound on
the inouth, and shock:'and the wireless oDera.- l
tor, Allan Chartes tord, 21, sufiered eoirtus-
ions to the legs and shock.

The plane lefi Richmond at 8 a.m.. and
about an hour later-it was se€n clrclins over
Avoca Beach at  an al i l tude of  abouf 8000
feet. The attention of resldents in the area
was attracted to the 'pls,ne by an inlermit- ,
tenl splutterlng nolse from the engine.

Suddenly the er ig ine stopped, and the plane
hurtled nose downwards towards the beach
reserve. " It missed a group of tall pine trees
by & few feef,'flattened out siightly as it
near€d the ground, and then struck the
ground wlth great {orce, the rrheels and
englne making slmultaneous contact with bhe
ground.

?he wings and undercarriage were iorn
from the fuselBge by the lmpact. and the
engine was partly huried in the soft er,rth.

Iord was hurled'more than 20 feet, away, i
end wes stunned. Burgess scrambled out ot
the n'reckage and wenL to his companion's i&id.

cow sTRucK BY wfNc. i
The plan€ hrd nsrrowly missed lriiling & i

cow wlrich hed been gra"Eing on the reserve.
A wing sDruck the anim8l on the head, breek-
ing ofi a horn.

Ttre postmastor e,t Avoca Beach was Ll- '
forrned of the accident, and ca.lled a doctor. I
thd police. Bnd &n ambulance, and the two
elrmen received medicol trea,tment.

tye-c.itness€s said that it was rimerkable
thet the eirmen egcaped deeth. Miss K.
Dunstan, who wa^s aniong the nrst to det€er
the plane's plight, mad€ strenuous eftork to
itcdicst€ a suiteble landing area clos€ to het
property. Either the a.lrmen Iailed to se€

squaoron Io retrun Io sclEf rlErq.-Decernb6r 
5: Pilot-Oficer Jack Frederick

Fallon inci:rerated exd Mechenic Fitzgerald
lnjured, in crash neer Cootamundre.

December 6: Second crash near Cootamun'
drai pilot and observer-mechanic inJured.

Dec-ember 6: Machine, tanding at Coota-
mundra, broke a 

"vhe€l 
and eame to rest on

x wing.
- December ?: Pilot and vireless operator of
meteorological observation plane crashed at
Avoce: b4th lnjured.

SPECIAL BOARD
SUGGESTED.

MR. H. E. WIMPERIS AS
CHAIRMAN.

Mr. T. D. Leech. who ls a lecturer in civil
engineering at the Sydney University and. an
outstanding authority on a€ronautlcs' when
asked to eipress e,n opinion on the accidenls
to the Ha$'ker-Demons, said thet something
more than e, depa.rtmentel tnquiry wes needed
if the reai cause of the eccident's was to be
discovered.

o "SoMETHTNG WEONG."
"There is c€rtainll' something fundamentaJly

wrong u'ith the Hawker-Demons in Australia."
he said. "In my opinion, the seerch for the
c8us€ must go further than any zuggestion of
slackness on the part of the pliok of the
planes. The Haa'ker-Demon as 1, type i5 en
excellent mechine. In some quarters it is
suggested that the machine is unsuited to
Austrelian condiiions, and a consideration
such as tllis must be viewed 't'ery carefully.

"In my opinlon, the series of e,ccidents cells
for the appointm€nt of a special boa.rd of in-
qulry, comprising members of the Air Acci-
dents Committee end members of the publie
with a€ron&utical qualiflcations who could ask
questions and speak openly and cendidly with-
out any peculier restrictlons.

"As chalrman of ttle board I would suggest
Mr. H. E. Wimperis, who is in Australia and
ls probably the most qualifled person in the
Empire to discover the ceuse, if it should be
some mechanical failing.

"He was for some yes,rs e member of the
Brittsh Air Accidenta Inquiry Board, and, in
additlon, his books on the combustioh engine
s,re accepted as standard works by British
univer-qities.

COMPREHENSIVE INQUIRY.
"It may be that sucll an inquiry, if compre-

hensive, would discover whether any plane
designed in America or Europe specifi-cia-Uy
for Australian conditions wa-q completely
setlsfactory from the polnt of vlew of iervlc*
op€retion in the Commonwealth. WhBte\'er
the situa.i.ion happens to be. it would seem
€ssential that the pl.ojected inquir.v into these
eccidents should determlne to what ext€nt tlte
Ha\rker-Demon machineE. or for thet Datter
ell other machines in the Air llorce are suited
to our condltions.

"fn a flight such rs that of the lJaverton
squaqron we might expect a couple of engfu:ei
to glve trouble, but eight successive cases of
engine trouble ln about as many days suggest
that there is some grave fault somewhere.
- "The committee of inqdiry, I Euggest, should
be empowered to reopen any previous inquiry
into accidents to Hawker-Dein<ins and, for'ttrai
mattet, to rFry other type of muitary plane."

..HUSH'' POLICY FEARED.

QUESTIONS AT CANBERRA.
---:--
CAI{BERRA. Tucsdal..

Allegetions that the Federal Minis:.r.1' 
'i 't-

tended to f^ l to\ r '  a ' ,hr . r :h hush' ,  pol ief  in : .s
inquiry into the cause of freoueni crashes of
Haupql  Demo.r  l?.A. . . \  r i ' .  p lan:s u.c: .e nrrCe
b"! a number of meml.ers of the FeCerel P:r-
l i t m a n f  f ^ - d r r r
" iti,.-i; iipil:ied ihejr \ie'r.3 in thp robbies

(Continued on next page.)



  

CRASIIES 
(Continued.) 

It must be frankly admitted, however, that 
engine temperatures, even in British air-
cooled engines, have been a source of worry 
to Australian pilots. In a number of civil 
aircraft it has been found, for example, that 
the oil tanks of air-cooled engines have been 
too small, with a resulting alarming increase 
in temperature. By fitting a larger tank into 

' the leading edge of a low-winged monoplane. 
and fitting it with additional breathers, the 
temperature has been kept down. 

MAINTENANCE SATISFACTORY. 
Both regular R.A.A.F. pilots and Citizen 

Air Force pilots express satisfaction with 
maintenance at Air Force stations. A Citi-
zen Air Force pilot said last night, "There is 
good engine service at Richmond. A fitter 
and rigger are assigned to every machine. The 
Hawker Demons are thoroughly checked be-
fore taking off, and are again checked on 
landing." 

It is considered by officers of the Air 
Force that if the pilots of the machines, which 
were involved in the fatal crash near Coota-
mundra and the accident at Avoca, had been 
fortunate enough to be over suitable land-
ing terrain when their aircraft got into 
difficulties safe landings might have been 
made. It was singularly unfortunate that 
both machines should have had to land on 
extremely rough ground. It was even more 
unfortunate that the tanks of the machine 
which crashed near Cootamundra should have 
been brimming full of fuel after the refilling 
of the tanks at the Cootamundra Aerodrome 
just before the fatal accident. 

The R.A.A.F. system of training is regarded 
in most quarters as highly satisfactory, but 
activities have been hampered by a lack of 
resources which has involved a restriction 
to a certain number of flying hours a year. 
The number of dual hours have been greatly 
increased since the war, and the men are now 
well trained before being sent solo, in addi-
tion to being carefully selected. 

Air Force training and commercial training 
have to be undertaken separately and seriously, 
and both involve considerable time. High-
spirited flying must be encouraged in an Air 
Force pilot, who, in the event of aerial combat, 
must know how to throw his machine about 
in the air. 

MR. H. E. WIMPERIS'S VIEW. 

  

after the Minister for Defence (Mr. Thorby) 
had announced in the House of Representa-
tives that a special inquiry would be held in 
camera. 

Strong representations for an open inquiry 
are likely to be made by both Government and 
Opposition members when the House meets 
to-morrow. 

Immediately business began to-day, Mr. 
Thorby was questioned. 

He repied that apart from investigation 
of individual accidents by the Air Accidents 
Investigation Committee, special investiga-
tions would be made by Group Captain W. H. 
Anderson, Wing Commander E. C. Wackett, 
and Wing Commander A. W. Murphy. No 
more competent committee could be ap-
pointed, he declared. 

The leader of the Opposition (Mr. Curtin): 
Until the report is available, will you order 
the suspension of all flights by Hawker 
Demons? 

Mr. Thorby: I cannot give that assurance 
off hand, but the suggestion will be seriously 
considered. 

Mr. Beasley:. Could not an inquiry be held 
by experts outside the Air Force? 

"NOTHING WILL BE HIDDEN." 
Mr. Thorby: Nothing will be done to pre-

Vent a full inquiry. Nothing will be hidden. 
The Minister asked for notice when Mr. J. 

Lawson asked whether he would give in-
structions that in future inquiries must be of 
such a character that they would yield posi-
tive results. "In a number of accidents in 
the last 12 months," Mr. Lawson said, "the 
Air Board has been unable to assign definite 
causes." 

In a statement on the accidents which 
befell members of the Bomber Squadron 
which recently flew to Charleville, Mr. 
Thorby said that he had felt deep concern. 
Nevertheless, he added, the pilots were all 
qualified to undertake a cross-country flight 
in charge of experienced squadron and flight 
commanders. Such a flight was the only way 
in which junior pilots could gain navigation 
experience. 

Discussing later the suggestion that the 
inquiry should be open, Mr. Thorby said that 
the committee would study mechanical fea-
tures of the Demon type of plane, and would 

--inquire into the capacity of pilots and me-
chanics. It would work fast, and would only 
be handicapped if it were necessary to con-
duct its investigations in public. He expected 
that he would receive its report within a 
week. 

Apart from this investigation, he added, the 
public interest would be protected by the Air 

• Accidents Investigation Committee's inquiries 
into individual accidents, and the coroner's 
inquiries in the case of the fatal crashes. 

MELBOURNE, Tuesday. 
Mr. H. E. Wimperis, president of the Aero-

nautical Research Society of Great Britain, 
who is advising the Commonwealth Govern-
ment on aviation development, said in an 
address to-day that crashes were rarely due 
to constructional defects. Most of them were 
the result of errors of judgment by the pilots. 
The only way to rectify this was to get able 
men into the Air Force, and young Austra-
lians from the public schools and universities 
were most competent to fill the positions. 

Mr. Wimperis added that young Australians 
were definitely air-minded, and he hoped that 
they would produce an Australian-built 
machine worthy of guarding the Common-
wealth. 

 

 

EXPERTS PUZZLED. 

HAWKER DEMONS' RECORD. 
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RUSH ON R.A.A.F. 

 

 

Many Apply; Few Chosen. 
CANBERRA, Tuesday. 

Applications for positions in the Royal Aus-
tralian Air Force during the last 12 months 
totalled 7500—more than three times the 
force's present personnel. Fewer than 10 per 
cent. were selected for service. 

Applicants for flying training courses in the 
12 months ended October 31 consisted of 1500 
for cadetships, and 6000 for positions as air-
men. Senator Foll, representing the Minister 
for Defence, said in the Senate to-day, in reply 
to Senator Brown (Lab., Qld.) that from these 
707 had been accepted-123 as cadets and 584 
as airmen. The number of men in the R.A.A.F. 
at present, he added, aggregated 2158, made 
Up of 167 officers, 70 cadets, and 1921 airmen. 

 

Regular R.A.A.F. pilots and Citizen Air 
Force pilots interviewed yesterday could offer 
no explanation of the series of Hawker 
Demon crashes, and were frankly puzzled by 
the accidents. One said that there had been 
"a fair amount of trouble with engine seizures, 
chiefly around the pump." 

The consensus of opinion was that the 
Hawker Demon is a little tricky to fly, is 
quite stable in the air, and lands very nicely, 
even if a little fast. In other words, it is 
a normal aeroplane. Emphasis was laid on 

• the general reliability of the Rolls Royce 
Kestrel V engine. 

Apparently there are two classes of Hawker 
Demon aircraft in use at Air Force stations. 
For instance, No. 22 Squadron, at Richmond, 
is equipped with de-rated Hawker Demons 
(fitted with engines with the boost cut down), 
which cruise at 135 miles an hour. No. 3 
Squadron is equipped with fully boosted en-
gines, with a cruising speed of 145 miles an 
hour. The top speed of Hawker Demons is 
193 miles an hour at 13,000 feet. The various 
pilots interviewed were of opinion that the 
type Is very satisfactory for aerobatics and 
dive bombing. 

Hawker Demons have been in use by the 
R.A.A.F. for about three years, but they are 
dated about seven years old in England. Small 
modifications have, from time to time, been 

Auctralia. by the Air Ministry, And 
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trong representations tor an open inquiry 
are likely to be made by both Government and 
Opposition members when the House meets 
to-morrow. 
_ Immediately business began to-day, Mr. 
Thorby was questioned. 

He repied that apart from investigation 
of individual accidents by the Air Accidents 
Investigation Committee, special investiga-
tions would be made by Group Captain W. H. 
Anderson, Wing Commander E. C. Wackett, 
and Wing Commander A. W. Murphy. No 
more competent committee could be ap-
pointed, he declared. 

The leader of the Opposition (Mr. Curtin): 
Until the report is available, will you order 
the suspension of all flights by Hawker 
Demons? 

Mr. Thorby: I cannot give that assurance 
off hand, but the suggestion will be seriously 
considered. 

Mr. Beasley:. Could not an inquiry be held 
by experts outside the Air Force? 

"NOTHING WILL BE HIDDEN." 
Mr. Thorby: Nothing will be done to pre-

vent a full inquiry. Nothing will be hidden. 
The Minister asked for notice when Mr. J. 

Lawson asked whether he would give in-
structions that in future inquiries must be of 
such a character that they would yield posi-
tive results. "In a number of accidents in 
the last 12 months," Mr. Lawson said, "the 
Air Board has been unable to assign definite 
causes." 

In a statement on the accidents which 
'befell members of the Bomber Squadron 
which recently flew to Charleville, Mr. 
Thorby said that he had felt deep concern. 
Nevertheless, he added, the pilots were all 
qualified to undertake a cross-country flight 
in charge of experienced squadron and flight 
commanders. Such a flight was the only way 
in which junior pilots could gain navigation 
experience. 

Discussing later the suggestion that the 
inquiry should be open, 'Mr. Thorby said that 
the committee would study mechanical fea-
tures of the Demon type of plane, and would 

-- inquire into the capacity of pilots and me-
chanics. It would work fast, and would only 
be handicapped if it were necessary to con-
duct its investigations in public. He expected 
that be would receive its report within a 
Week. 

Apart from this investigation, he added, the 
public interest would be protected by the Air 
Accidents Investigation Committee's inquiries 
into individual accidents, and the coroner's 
inquiries in the case of the fatal crashes. 

EXPERTS PUZZLED. 

HAWKER DEMONS' RECORD. 

(n.  OITR AVIATION CORRESPONDENT.) 

Regular R.A.A.F. pilots and Citizen Air 
Force pilots interviewed yesterday could offer 
no explanation of the series of Hawker 
Demon crashes, and were frankly puzzled by 
the accidents. One said that there had been 
"a fair amount of trouble with engine seizures, 
chiefly around the pump." 

The consensus of opinion was that the 
Hawker Demon is a little tricky to fly, is 
quite stable in the air, and lands very nicely, 
even if a little fast. In other words, it is 
a normal aeroplane. Emphasis was laid on 
the general reliability of the Rolls Royce 
Kestrel V engine. 

Apparently there are two classes of Hawker 
Demon aircraft in use at Air Force stations. 
For instance, No. 22 Squadron, at Richmond, 
is equipped with de-rated Hawker Demons 
(fitted with engines with the boost cut down), 
which cruise at 135 miles an hour. No. 3 
Squadron is equipped with fully boosted en-
gines, with a cruising speed of 145 miles an 
hour. The top speed of Hawker Demons is 
193 miles an hour at 13,000 feet. The various 
pilots interviewed were of opinion that the 
type is very satisfactory for aerobatics and 
dive bombing. 

Hawker Demons have been in use by the 
R.A.A.F. for about three years, but they are 
dated about seven years old in England. Small 
modifications have, from time to time, been 
sent to Australia by the Air Ministry, and 
these have been applied when received. 

The first Hawker Demons to arrive in Aus-
tralia had a tendency to swing on landing, 
and the trouble was traced to the tail wheel, 
and by fitting a rubber band to the wheel 
this was overcome. ' The machines have a 
controllable radiator which it is possible to 
push into, or pull out of, the slip stream by 
the manipulation of a wheel. A centigrade 
thermometer is connected with the radiator, 
which records the temperature. 

Air Force pilots express satisfaction with 
maintenance at Air Force stations. A Citi-
zen Air Force pilot said last night, "There is 
good engine service at Richmond. A fitter 
and rigger are assigned to every machine. The 
Hawker Demons are thoroughly checked be-
fore taking off, and are again checked on 
landing." 

It is considered by officers of the Air 
Force that if the pilots of the machines, which 
were involved in the fatal crash near Coota-
mundra and the accident at Avoca, had been 
fortunate enough to be over suitable land-
ing terrain when their aircraft got into 
difficulties safe landings might have been 
made. It was singularly unfortunate that 
both machines should have had to land on 
extremely rough ground. It was even more 
unfortunate that the tanks of the machine 
which crashed near Cootamundra should have 
been brimming full of fuel after the refilling 
of the tanks at the Cootamundra Aerodrome 
just before the fatal accident. 

The R.A.A.F. system of training is regarded 
in most quarters as highly satisfactory, but 
activities have been hampered by a lack of 
resources which has involved a restriction 
to a certain number of flying hours a year. 
The number of dual hours have been greatly 
increased since the war, and the men are now 
well trained before being sent solo, in addi-
tion to being carefully selected. 

Air Force training and commercial training 
have to be undertaken separately and seriously, 
and both involve considerable time. High-
spirited flying must be encouraged in an Air 
Force pilot, who, in the event of aerial combat, 
must know how to throw his machine about 
in the air. 

• 
MR. H. E. WIMPERIS'S VIEW. 

MELBOURNE, Tuesday. 
Mr. H. E. Wimperis, president of the Aero-

nautical Research Society of Great Britain, 
who is advising the Commonwealth Govern-
ment on aviation development, said in an 
address to-day that crashes were rarely due 
to constructional defects. Most of them were 
the result of errors of judgment by the pilots. 
The only way to rectify this was to get able 
men into the Air Force, and young Austra-
lians from the public schools and universities 
were most competent to fill the positions. 

Mr. Wimperis added that young Australians 
were definitely air-minded, and he hoped that 
they would produce an Australian-built 
machine worthy of guarding the Common-
wealth. 

RUSH ON R.A.A.F. 

Many Apply; Few Chosen. 
CANBERRA, Tuesday. 

Applications for positions in the Royal Aus-
tralian Air Force during the last 12 months 
totalled 7500—more than three times the 
force's present personnel. Fewer than 10 per 
cent, were selected for service. 

Applicants for flying training courses in the 
12 months ended October 31 consisted of 1500 
for cadetships, and 6000 for positions as air-
men. Senator Poll, representing the Minister 
for Defence, said in the Senate to-day, in reply 
to Senator Brown (Lab., Qld.) that from these 
707 had been accepted-123 as cadets and 584 
as airmen. The number of men in the R.A.A.F. 
at present, he added, aggregated 2158, made 
up of 167 officers, 70 cadets, and 1921 airmen. 

Strong''rep!'esentations for an open inquiry
ar€ Ukely to be made by both Government and
opposition members when the House meets
to-morrow,
- Immediately business began to-day, Mr.
Thorby was questioned.

He repied tha.t apart from investigation
of individual accidents hy the Air Accidents
Investiga.tion Committee, special investiga.-
tions would be made by Group Captain W. H.
Anderson, Wing Commander E. C. Wackett,
and Wing Commander A. W. Murphy. No
more competent committee couid be ap-
pointed, he declared.

The }eader of the oppqsition (Mr. curtin):
Until the repori is availa.ble. will you order
the suspension of ail flights by Hawker
Demons?

Mr. Thorby: f cannot giive that assurance
off hand, but the suggestion will be seriously
. considered.

Mr. Beasley:. Coutd not an inquiry be. held
by experts outside the Alr Force?

"NOTHING WTLL BE HIDDEII."
Mr. Thorby: Nothing will be done to pre-

vent a fuil turquiry. Nothing will be hidden.
The Minister asked for notice when M!. J.

Lawson asked whether he would give in-
structions that in future inquiries must be of
suih a character that they wbuld yield posi-

. tive results. "In a number of accidents in
the tast 12 months," Mr. Lawson sa.id, "th€
Air Board has been unable to assign definite
causes."

. In a slatement on tlre accidents which
tefell members of the Bomber Squadron' 
Thich receDtly flew to charleville, Mr.
Thorby said that he bad felt deep concern.
Nevertheiess, be added, the pilots were all
quaLifled to undertake & cross-country flight

' ln charge of exp€rienced squadron and flight
€ommanders. Such e flight wa,s the only way
in vhich junior pilots could g:ain na,vigation
experience.

Djscussing later the. suggestion that ttre
lnqutry should be open, Mr. Thorby said that
the committee would study mechanical fea-
tures of the Demon tlpe of plane, and would

- inquire into the' capacitl' of pilots and me-'
chanics. It woujd work fast, and would only
be handicapped if lt were necessary to con-
duct lts investig&tions i.rx public. He expected
that he would receive its report within a

. week.
.{part trom this investlgation, he added, the

' public lnterest would be protected by the Ai!' 
Accidents Investigation Com:nittee's inquiries

. into individual accidents, and the coroner's
lnquiries in the case of the fata.l crashes.

EXPERTS PUZZLFD.

T{AWKER DEMONS' RECORD.

(BY OUR, AVIATTON CIORR,ESPONDEI{T.)

Regular R.A.A.F. pilots and Citizen Air
Force pilots interviewed yesterday could offer
no explanation of the series of llawker

aii rorci pilots expiess-iaiistaction witrr
maintenance at Air Force stations. A Citi-
zen Air Fdrce pilot sa.id last night, "There is
good engine service at Richmond. A ntter
ind rigger are assigned to every machine The
Ha,wker Demons axe thoroughly checked be-
fore taking off, and are again checked on
landins."

It G considered by of,&cers of the Air
Foree that if the pilots of the machines, which
were involved in the fatat crash near Cooia-
hundra, a,nd the a,ccident at Avoca, had been
fortunate enough to be over suitable land-' 
inq terrain when their aircrafi got into
diftculties safe landings mighc have been
made. It was singularly unfortunate that
both machines should have had to land on
extremely rough ground. It was even more
unfortunlate that 

-the 
tanks of. the ma.chine

which crashed near Cootamundra should have
been brimming full of fuel after the refiIling
of the tanks a,t the Cootamundra Aerodrome
iust b€fore the fatal accident'- 

The R.A.A.F. system of iraining is regarded
ln most quarters' as highly satisfactory,. but
activities have been hampered by a lack.or
resources which has involved a resfrlcllon
to a certain number of flying hours a yea-r.
The number of dua,l hours have been greatly
increased since the war, and the men are now
well trained before being sent solo, in addi-
tlon to being carefully selected.

Air Forcelraining Cnd colnmercial trainlng
fravJto be underbakdn separately and serio-usly'
s,nd both involve considera,ble tlme. Hrgn-
splritea flying must be encoura,ged.in an.Air
Force Dilot. who, in the event of aerlal combat'
musC i<now hosr !o throw his machine abouL
in the air.

a

eiven if a little fast. 
' 

In othei wor-ds, it is I
s, norma,l aeroplane. Emphasis rras iaid on I

MR. H. E. WIMPERIS'S VIEW'

I{ELBOURNE, TuesdaY'
Mr. H. E. Wimperis, president of the Aero-

nautical Researcli Socibty of Great Britain,
who is advking the Commonwealth Govern-
m€nt on aviation development. said ln -an
address to-day that crashes were rarely due
to constructional defects. Most of them were
the result of errors of judgment by the pilots.
The only way to rectify this was tP get able
men intb the Air Force, and young Austra-
lia,ns from the public schools and universities
were mo.st competent to fi]I the positions..

Mr. Wimperis added that young AustralEns
were deflnitely a.ir-minded, a.nd he hoped that
they would produce an Austla,lian-built
machine worthy of guarding the Common-
wealtll.

RUSH ON R.A.A.F.

Many Apply; Few Chosen.
CANBERR.A, Tuesday.

Appiications for positions ln the Royal Aus-
tralian Air Force during the last 12 months
totalled 7500-more than three times the
torc€'s present personnel, Fewer than 10 per
c€nt. were selected for service.

Applicants for flying training courses in the
12 months ended October 31 consist€d of 1500
lor cadeLships, and 6000 fo! positions as air-
men. Senator Foll, representing the Ministel'
for D€fence. said in the Senate to-day, in reply
to Senator Brown (Lab., QId.) that from these
?07 had been accepted-l23 as cadets aIrd 584
as airmen. The number of men in the R.A.A.F.
at present, he added, aggregated 2158, made
up of 167 ofrcers, 70 cadets, and 1921 airmen.

Demon crashes, a.rrd were frankly puzzled by I
the accidents. One said that there had been I
"a faiJ amount of troubie wilh engine seizures. I
chiefly around the pump." I

The consensus of opinion was tha,t the i
]Iawker Demon is a little tricky to fly, is I
quite slable in the air, and lands very nicely, I

the general reliability of the Roils Royce
Ilestrel V engine.

Apparently"there &re two classes of Hawker
Demon aircraJt in use at Air Force stations.
For instaJrce, No. 22 Squadron, at Richmond,
is equipped with de-rated Ha.wker Demons
(fitted with engines with the boost cut down)'
which cruise Ct 135 mites an trour. No. 3
Squadron is equipped with lully boosted en-
gines, with a cruising speed of 145 miles an
hour. The top speed of Hawker Demons $
193 miles an bour at 13,000 feet. T'he various
oitots interviewed were of opi:rion that the
lypu fu very sa,tisfactory for aerobatics and
dive bombing.

Hawker Demons have been in use by the
R.A.A.F. for about three years, but they are
dated about seveD years old in England. S-mail
modi.flcations have, from iime to time, been
sent to Australia by the Air Ministry, and
these have been applied when received.

The filst Hawkei Demons to arrive,in Aus-
tralia had a tendency to swing on landing,
and the trouble was traced to the tail wheel'
and by itting a rubber band to the wheel
this rpas ovetcome. The machines trave a
coDtrollable radiatoilwhich it is possible to
icush ifito, or puli out of' the slip stream by
the manipulation of a wheel. A centigrade
thermometer is connected with the radlstorr
whlcb. recolds the temperature.


