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The Duke of Edinburgh (c 
ference speaks with (left to 
Minister for Civil Aviation 
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Sydney pilots Margaret 
(left) and Anne Carter 
alongside the Cessna 182 i 
they won the recent a: 
plane "race" around Au: 

Flying only by day, they 
the 10.000 miles in less th 
days. and beat non-stop 
"Gelignite" Jack Murray a 
Green in a Morris 1100 
nine hours. 

From an aviation viewp 
event provided a unique 
tunity for Casual to p 
the Cessna the quality of t 
ashless dispersant lubrica 
trolaero AD. Type 2. 

Said Anne Carter after ; 
"We thought at first a fair 
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• Above: With its distinguishing tortoise painted on 
the hood, the Morris 1100 S certainly did not behave 
like a tortoise on this road, between Broome and 
Derby, on the 10,000-mile run around Australia. The 
car, photographed from the escort plane, maintained 

an impressive average. 
• Top, left: Word had got around Carnarvon, Western 
Australia, about the "horror stretch" masks with 
which Jack Murray is apt to startle bystanders. So 
Evan Green and Jack obliged by posing with the masks 

in the 1700 S. 
• Left: Shown being refuelled at Port Augusta, South 
Australia, the Cessna 182 had the insignia of a hare 
on the fuselage. Evan and lack called the Cessna "the 
barecraft." The plane operated throughout on Castro( 

oil. 
• Below: Jack Murray demonstrated, at B.M.C.'s 
factory in Sydney, the comfort of the full•length bunk 
built into the 1100 S and made of rubber webbing on 

a steel frame. 
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WOMAN'S POLE FLIGHT 
LONGYEARBYEN 

(Spitzbergea), Tuesday.—
A Norwegian housewife 
flew in here yesterday 
from Greenland, near the 
end of a pioneering 9,000-
mile flight over the North 
Pole-
Mrs Ingrid Pedersen left 

Anchorage, Alaska, six 
days ago in a single-eng-
ine Cessna, and she is ex-

peeled to fly from Long 
yearbyen today to Trom 
toe, northern Norway, and 
from there to Oslo. 

She hopes to become 
the first woman to pilot 
light aircraft over this 
route. 
Mn Pedersen, who 

lives in Stockholm and 
has three children, is fly-

Iing with • navigator. 
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FAREWELLS to Brit-
bane will be teased by 
Mist Marian Hagedorn. 
of Coopers' Notes 
(xtending), Mrs. Rose. 
lend Lording end Mrs. 
Clive Sommers (right) 
both al Mi. Crap. "' 
when they begin their 
flight to Adelaide on 
March 28. They IOW 
pilot the iingle.ettgine 
Miteketeer for their trip 
to attend the Australia 
WOMNIR Pilots' A..oele-
Hon  I contemner 
on March 29. 30 and 

31. 

The Sydney Mooting Nereid, Mon., April 15, 1968 

NEWS FOR WOMEN

In the air 
over a job 

Joy-riding the sky-
ways of Sydney started 
Miss Anne Carter on 
a six-year road leading 
to an unusual career 
and the 1968 award for 
being Australia's out-
standing woman pilot 
of the year. 

Miss Carter has 
been an instructor with ' 
Rex Aviation Ltd., of 
Bankstown, for the past 
two years. New she 
plans to concentrate MIMI. 
more on the ,promotional 
side of aviation by talk-
ing to schools, Rotary, 
and parents and citizens' 
associations about the 
interesting careers rapid-
ly developing within the 
industry. 

"Most people are in-
clined to think that avia-
tion offers work only for 
pilots, mechanics and air-
line hostesses," Miss Cart-
er said. "But the truth is 
that there are many other 
interesting and well-paid 
positions on the commer-
cial, technical and admini-
strative side. 

"There • shortage of 
men training oie air trams 
control officers end the 
Department of Civil Avia-
tion is currently accepting 
girls for these positions. 
There are two women al-
ready working as A.C.T. 
officers, using the most 
modern electronic air traf-
fic control equipment. 

Miss Anne Carter 

"Yes, there's been ter-
rific interest shown by the 
schools, and the young 
people I've spoken to have 
wanted to know all they 
can about aviation," she 
added. 

However, the road to 
the freeways of the air 
isn't an easy one. 

"I was working as a 
stenographer when I first 
started flying lessons and 
I had to put most of my 
wages into the one-hour 
weekly lessons—I even 
worked as a nein waitress 
for sin month. to fake ad-
vantage of the anitt•wora 
rates of pay." Mise Carter 
laughed. 

50 HOURS 
Finally, she notched up 

the required 50 hours' fly-
ing time and an unrestrict-
ed private pilot's licence 
was hers. Soon afterward 
she won an award under 
the Australian Plying 
Scholarship Scheme which 
paid roughly 70 per cent 
of her flying expenses. 

Perhaps the highlight of 
her flying years came last 
July when Miss Carter and 
a fellow instructor, Miss 
Carmel Brown, won a 605-
mile leg between Tulsa, 
Oklahoma and Albuquer-
que, New Mexico. in the 
Powder Puff Derby which 
is one of the main features 
of • the aviation year in 
north America. 

'This is said to be the 
fi rst time a foreign team 
or foreign pilot has won a 
"leg" prize in the 21-year 
history of the Derby. Also 
during this race, which 
began at Atlantic City, 
New Jersey, on the east 
coast and finished at Tor-
rance, California, on the 
west, they were placed 
third on a 400-mile "leg" 
of the 2,500-statute-mile 
journey. 
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CAR, PLANE 
TO RACE 

10,000 MILES.
A car will challenge an aircraft 

in a unique around-Australia en-
durance contest, due to begin in 
Melbourne next Friday. 
Both the car and the 

plane will follow a 10,000-
mile course. 

The crew of the car will 
try to prove they can keep 
up with—or even finish 
ahead of—a light aircraft 
under continuous travelling 
conditions. 

The aircraft is scheduled 
to complete the journey in 
10 days. To keep up, the 
car will have to travel 
virtually non-stop and cover 
an average of 1,000 miles a 
day. 

The aircraft is a Cessna 
182 and the car is a Morris 
1100 S. 

Two of Australia's 
most experienced outback 
and rally drivels wW be 
In the car. The aircraft 
will be gown by two of 
Australia's best-Icnovre 
women pilots. 
The women are Anne 

Carter, 21, a flying instruc-
tress with Rea Aviation. 
Sydney. end winner of the 
1, 67 award of Australian 

Woman Pilot of the Year, 
and Turramurra housewife 
Mn Margaret Kentlet 
TM 

around-Ar;;stralia trial win-
ner and Castrot test driver 
"Gelignite" Jack Murray 
and B.M.C.-Castrol works 
redly driver Evan Green. 

The women In the Cessna 

said the men In the Morris 
will each leave Essendon, 
Melbourne, at noon on Fri-
day. They will then follow 
this route: 

Geelong, Warrnambool, 
Mount Gambier (South 
Australia), Adelaide, Port 
Augusta, C,edune, and then 
to the Western Australian 
border. The aircraft will fol-
low the railway line and 
land at Forrest and Kal-
goorlie, while the car will 
travel the Pyre Highway 
through Facia, Baladonia 
and Norseman. 

They will then fpllow a 
similar route via Albany 
and Sunbury to Perth. 
From the W.A. capital, they 
will go north through Ger-
aldton, Carnarvon, Roe-
bourne and Port Hedland 
to Broome and then via 
Hall's Creek, Wyndham and 
Katherine (N.T.) to Darwin. 

The course then lead. 
through Tennant Creek to 
Mount In, (Queenelandl. 
Cloncerry, Normatnon, on 
the Gulf of Carpentaria, and 
on lo the eastern meat at 
Cairns. 

The route c.c.s to the 
Melbourne finish will be via 
Townsville, Mackay, Rock-
hampton, Brisbane, Casino, 
coifs Harbour, Newcastle, 
Sydney, Goldberg Wasp 
and Albers. 
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for women 

3 Women plan 
a long flight 
AT first light on Thursday, March 28, three women 

pilots will wing away from Archerfield Aerodrome 
on a 1200 mile 10-hour trip, with a 
carefully checked flight plan, a 
prayer and a supply of chewing gum. 
In a single engine, 

four-seater Musketeer, 
they will fly to Adelaide 
to attend the annual 
conference of the Aus-
tralian Women Pilots' 
Association. 

For Mrs. Rowland Lor-
ding and Mrs. Clive Sum-
mers, of Mt. Gravatt, and 
Miss Marten Hagedorn, of 
Cooper's Plains, this will be 
the longest and potentially 
most difficult trip they 
have made. 

Far from having any 
qualms, however. they are 
looking forward to the 
flight and three days of 
conference -.activities and 
social outings in Adelaide 

All details 
The next two weeks will 

be devoted to making their 
detailed flight plan. check-
ing on possible airstrips in 
case of emergency. and ar-
ranging re-fuelling Napa at 
Bourke and Broken Hill 
and at MIldura. Dubbo and 
Cuffs Harbour for the re-
turn tourney • 

The one thing they can't 
arrange is the weather 

'hence the prayer at take-
; off. 
. Light planes were very 
• dependent on favourable 
• weather conditions. Mrs. 

Lording exolsined. 

Good time 

And the chewing gum? 
That was a very feminine 

answer to the problem of 
pceetble mechanical 
'sulkies 

Marian Hagedorn Joked 
about taking along a sup-
ply as she admitted that, 
beyond basic maintenance 
none of the three allots 
knew what made the en-
gine tick and how to fix It 
if tt stopped. 

She's leader 
Protesting about her im 

promptu election as flight 
leader Mrs. Lording who 
gained her pilot's licence 
three years ago In Sydney 
suggested they toss a coin 
to decide that. 

"That will then solve the 
problem of who is at the 
controls tor the that ions 
leg of the trip, from Brie• 
bane to Bourke," she said. 

Former pilot, Mrs. Joan 
Salter, of the Gold Coast. 
will be a passenger in the
Musketeer. 

About 15 Queenslanders 
will be among the 100 
women pilots from all 
States attending the con-
ference. 

It will begin with a 
meeting on Friday night 
and on Saturday a reliabil-
ity trial, over a triangular 
130 nautical mile course, 
will be held. 

The award for the trial 
and the association's an-
nual Pilot of the Year 
award, for the woman who 
has contributed most to 
flying during the year. will 
be made. 

New office bearers will 
be elected. 

On Sunday, a conducted 
tour in Adelaide. and s 
boat trip have been arran-
ged. 

"But we shouldn't have 
any trouble," she raid. 
"Thla Is a good time of the 
year for the trip, particu-
larly as we will be flying 
over the dry western dis-
tricts of New South %Vales 
and South Australia.' . 
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A lifOime spent 
o o Efk 01rti

up in the air 
THE thing that most perturbed Lady Burke, wife of the vice-

chairman of the Hawker Siddeley Group (Sir Aubrey Burke), . 
on her arriVal.in Australia on Thursday was the general impression . 
here that Britain's "going down the drain." 

"Please," she said 
passionately on Fri-
day, "do tell all the 
British people here, 
and Australians, too, 
that they musn't take 
too seriously all that 
they read about the 
present crises. t. 

"We're NOT passing o ld
h  the newn reports would 
have it, we're 

situp 
l act-

ing like any good house-
keepe; — turning out ow 
oupbArda and reorganis-
ing our finances. 

"We have a wonderful 
Young generation growing 
up. and most people at 
home believe sincerely that 
we will Indeed get over our 
present difficulties." 

Her statement carries 
Weight . . because Lady 
Burke is no hollow moral-
ist. 

She sparks independence 
and enterprise like a gen-
erator sparks electricity. 

Not only that, she has a 
career background that 
would leave most men at 
the starting poet. 

As a young girl called 
Rosalind Norman, she first 

remrout a t's livence. 
d her family by 

isea me Been og, y 030, does all the secretarial New Zealand will continua 
my ticket m 22.. she ye. work and keeps a watch- on to Singapore, Ceylon, 
called, ful eye on the manage- India, Teheran, and Beirut 

Inspired by some one like meat of the family farm, on their way home. 
Amelia Earhardt, perhaps? Rent Street Barns, in Rather approprially, 

"No, not at all. I'm not Hertfordshire. they will be celebrating 
inspired by anybody," lady At present, the Burkea their 37nd wedding anni-
Burke said amply. "I are travelling the world in versai7 up in the air, high 
limply wanted to fly. a company aircraft. and above the Tasman Bea, on 

after looking at business their way to New Zealand 
new Interests in Australia and on Leap Year', Day. 

"At the time I flew 
mostly De Haveland ma-
chines — Gypsy Moths and 
such." 

After maintaining her 
licence five year else then 
decided to enter baldness. 

"I wanted a Job. there 
was nothing for me, so I 
had to make one of my 
own" she said matter-of-
featly, 

Logically, Lady Burke 
burned to the one thing she 
knew samethIng about ... 
aviation. 

"The wind-tunnel and 
scale model aircraft busi-
ness was what I decided 
upon. 

"There was no competi-
tion — no one else was 
doing anything like it when 

bman. 
"Likes everybody else who 

*arts off on his own, I 
began in a small way with 
just one male assistant in 
some tiny premises in 
London." 

IIsing knowledge she 
learned in the hard 
school" and not in the en-
gineering faculty of a uni-
versity, lady Burke built 
model aircraft from plans 
submitted by their design-
ers. 

"During the war, to 
help out, we switched to 
making aircraft compon-
ents and at that time were 
employing about 700 men. 

"However, after the war 
I cold out." 

Possibly because Lady 
Burke wanted to devote 
time to her family (she 
married Bir Aubrey in 
192,03) and look after their 
tour children. 

But that didn't mean 
instant retirement. 

Their mutual Interest in 
aviation has always kept 
Sir Aubrey and Lady 
Burke vitally interested in 
each other's careers. 

Lady Burke chose to 
become more interested in 
her husband's. 

"Ile has to travel a lot, 

paces 
rse, 

him o
most 

with him so I al-
ways have a lot of enter—
taining to plan, and little 
organisational details to 
gook after," 

Her present responsIbil-
(Nei range even farther 
Wan that — Lady Burke 

LADY BURKE, who is visiting Sydney with her 
husband, Sir Aubrey Burke. 

Th e Sydney Morning Herald, Wed., Mey 22, 1968 

Bog traps 
buses 
in outback 

ALICE SPRINGS, Tuesday. —
Miss Christine Davey, pilot of a 
Conellan Airways plane, today air-
dropped Supplies to several passenger 
buses bogged down along an unsealed 
dirt road 300 miles south of here 
today. 

She said she had seen five or six buses 
stranded along the road, eight or more heavy 
transports and a number of cars. 

One of the cars was 
moving, she reported, but 
it was the only thing that 
was in the whole land-
scape. 

More than 200, possibly 
300, people are believed 
stranded. 

Eight of the big trans-
ports bogged down are part 
of a convoy of 16 headed 
from Melbourne to Darwin, 
loaded with beer. 

Police say that at least 14 
cars are stranded by boggy 
roads south of the border, 
some believed to be carrying 
families with young children. 

Miss Davey said she 
dropped cartons of meat and 
"hard rations" to two big 
buses stranded at Marla 
Bore. 

Later she flew to Ominfe 
atm and early tomorrow 

will make another food drop 
to three or four buses 
nearer Welbourne Hill. 

She said there were many 
people around the buses and 
a small camp of tents had 
sprung up beside some —
apparently camping tours 
which carry own supplies 
and equipment. 

They would be among the 
lucky ones—another cold, 
bleak night was expected. 

No word had been re-
ceived late this afternoon of 
two Ansett Pioneer buses 
battling through rain-lashed 
country from Ayers Rock to 
Alice Springs. 

They were not expected to 
arrive until late tonight. 

r • 

or 

QUEENSLAND branch rnember• of the Women Pilots' Association yesterday 
,net their patron, Lady Casey, the wife of the Governor-General (Lord Casey) 
at an informal afternoon gathering at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Keith 
Kennington, of Fig Tree Pocket. With Lady Casey, on tha lawn overlooking 
the river, were Mrs. Kennington (left) and Mrs. Peggy Kelman, of Kenmore, 

who Is president of the Queensland Branch. 
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EVAN GREEN (left), Anne Carter and Jack Murray talk over the round-

Australia race before the start in Melbourne on April 26. 

‘i 
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HALFWAY—and lack Murray (foreground) and Evan Green survey their snaps 
at a fool stop near Darwin. 

T H E CAR versus 
TWO of Australia's 

leading rall y 
drivers last weekend 
completed a unique 
practice run for the 
London • to • Sydney 
Marathon in Novem-
ber — they "raced" 
a light aeroplane 
non-stop ar ound 
Australia. 

The drivers, Evan Green 
and "Gelignite" Jack Mur-
ray, lived in their small 
car for eight days — to 
average an outstanding 50.7 
mph. over more than 
10,000 miles of some of the 
country's worst roads. 

And they followed the 
plane piloted by Sydney 
fliers Anne Carter and 
Margaret Kentley across 
the finish line In Melbourne 
by only eight hours . . . 

• Exhaustion 

fears 
"Jack and I bad origin-

ally intended to drive non-
stop around Australia pure-
ly as a practice run for 
the London - to - Sydney 
Marathon," Evan Green 
said last week. 

"The marathon will re-
quire competitors to get 
from London to Bombay In 
one long hop without a 

scheduled stop," Evan ex-
plained. 

"We wanted to make sure 
we could last the distance 
without collapsing from 
exhaustion," he said. 

"One night, while we 
were

gai ige:I vyercloaltrmeir31 
could -ak  drive around Aus-
tralia in about the same 
taerim one ilant weoultod ftiyakethea light 

tan 
"The whole thing allow- • Full-length 

balled—and the next thing 
we knew, the race was on. 

Bankstown flyg er couch 
structtess Anne C , 22, 
from Mosmans was rinks to 
take up the challenge, and 
contacted her friend, Tur-
ramurra housewife Mrs. 
Margaret Kentley, to net 
as co-pilot. 

"We were handicapped 
immediately," Anne said. 

'The engine and running 
gear remained the same, 
but we gutted the interior." 
Evan said. 

'Then we fitted a fully 
adjustable d  driver's seat," he 
sai

"On long distances you 
can get very tired sItting 
in one position, we 
wanted to be able to alter 
the seat rake from time 
to time." 

Next to be fitted was a 
full-length bed in place of 
the left-hand passeluters' 
seats. 

"It was made of.- 10ght 
steel with rubber webbing 
as the mattress," .avail 
said. 

A small tee-box was In-
stalled behind the driver's 
seat, Con with tools and 
spare par and theAriv-
er's personal affecto,40m. 
pitted the cabin fittings. 

Two spare tyres' and a 
spare tube were squefzed 
into the boot, next tO a 20-
gallon fuel tank, to pm 

II Continued next tinge 

MOTOR WORLD.

How the hare just 
r OUR Australians

wl ben maad is hsteaandcliianr1

model car took part 
in a 10,000 miles race 

against an aeroplane. 

After worries about wet and thought up the idea of  
rosda for the car and a car racing anwinet • plane. Conducted
cloudy skies for the plane, Green approached Rex 
the venture came through Aviation, distributors for 

successfully. Cessna (the biggest selling 
by CT ,YDE 

The idea started 14 
=gene), who thought it a 

months ago when Castrol 
works drivers Evan Green, 
Jack Murray, B.M.C. engi-
neer Alan Kemp and the 
late Scott Polkinghorn• did 
the 'crossroads Alice^ aim 
while testing a new ear oil. 

They had plenty of time 
0 talk to avoid the bore-

gtheir Sag  
opportunity 

te Outback. 1.4 to show 

Green and Murray were 
to crew, leaving behind 
Kemp as there would not be 
time for env major repairs 
to the car. 

Cessna chose a young fly-
ing iestructor Anne Caner, 
who was woman "Pilot of 

ODGINS 
a leg of the international 
Powderpuff Derby in 
America. 

She took as her a rtrier 
dom of long Outback trips the Year" in 1967 and won Margaret Kentley, 

yy 
has a son who is 

o has 

a first 

officer ce a DC4 with 
Anson. 

The men reckoned they 
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w 
been flying for 33 ear and 

could cover 1.000 miles 
daily. -nenMen Anne was told 
to work out her fuel stop 
to cover this distance daily. 

It was felt mechanical 
breakdown, wet roads, or 
cloud (as the plane could 
only fly under visual flying 
regulatsons) would decide 

the winner. 
The plane could fly only 

in daytime, a 10 hours' 
maximum. while the men 
could drive for 24 hours 
daily. 

After the car, a Morris 
ilOOS, ran faultlessly they 
had taken an Ig-hours lead 
on the plane at Darwin. 

Then Anne, who caught 
• virus which affected her 
ears and made her fly at low 

altitudes, with conuWent 
slower speeds, had to go all 
out with the engine pushed 
to its maximum of 2,500 re-
volutions and 130 knots. 

Even then the men may 
have won except for getting 
bogged when they had to 
make a detour via lulls 
Creek to get up into the 
Gulf town of Normanton. 

Luck with the weather 

More than 50 Australian drivers have 

requested entry forms for the Daily 
Telegraph London-to-Sydney rally in 

November. This month two of the drivers, 

Evan Green and "Gelignite" Jack Murray 

began their pre-rally preparations — with 

a race. JOHN SMAILES reports . • . 

"Neither Margaret nor my-
self were licensed to fly at 
night, so we were restrict-
ed to a maximum of about 
eight hours travelling each 
day." 

The two drivers outfitted 
their Morris 1100S basic-
ally the way Evan said he 
would like his London-to-
Sydney Marathon car pre-
pared. 

4 
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Competitors in the Hare versus Tortoise race, Anne Carter, Manyiret 

Kentley, Even Green and Jack Murray, at Essendon Airport before the start. 

a message for food sup-
plies for three stranded 
truck drivers. 

final day they made a 
dawn take-off just before 
the weather closed in. 

In the Klmberleya, the The car covered some re-
l1000 was the first car to markable distances. includ-
negotiate the Fitzroy Cross- ing 1.333 miles for the 
ing to Halls Creek-Wynd- first 24 bourn. going from 
ham section after heavy Melbourne to within 20 
rains had flooded creeks miles of the West Amara-
and nacre. turning vast lisp border. 
sections of the road into a At the end of the second 
quagmire. 

day the car had crossed 
In northern Queensland the Nullarbor, travelled _ floods and muddy roads 

through the south-western I 
UP of the continent and 
was 170 miles north of 
Perth 

showed akin in completing After three days they 
their journey in such a were near Anna Plains 
short time. homestea d. south of 

They left Kalgoorlie in Bm°Ine' 
heavy rain just before low to this period the car 
clouds and rain closed the had travelled 3.940 miles. 
airport for light aircraft much of it over rough and 

forced the or to mak; a 
250 miles detour to reach 

played a bit part in the Normanton. costing them 
outcome of the challenge. 

The men crested the 
Nullarbor in pouring rain, 
which closed the road to 
all traffic several hours 
later. 

In the north-west a 
cloudburst flooded pert of 
the Port Hedland to 
Ret10188 read a .4iv beIses 
the car was due. 

More than three inches 
of rain fell in leas than 
half an hour, but the 
1100S got through, carrying 

II+ hours' t 
in 
revelline time. 

heavy co, Gunn, n desertod Outback made 
Rockhampton airport, but By the fifth day they 
they were reedy for the had gone to Darwin and 
first slight break in the back. then down to Ten-
weather. nano Creek. for a total of 

Again at Waage on the 5.912 miles. 

Black soil boss and 
flooded creeks delayed the 

car data; the sixth 
but it still reached a posi-
tion east of Normanton (on 
the Gulf or Carpentaria). 

For the overall journey 
the car returned a fuel con-
sumption of 28.3 miles per 
gallon and used only two 
Pints of oil. 
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ar a range upwards of 
nines. 
he secret on • run 

as this is to drive 
as little weight as 

ble," Evan said 
re even used one of 
new 'space' blankets. 
use It eaves 3 or 31b. 

normal blanket." 
rid at noon on April 26 
four drivers and pilots 
d up on the tarmac of 
bourne's Essendon air-

and the Tortoise-
-Hare  race wan on. 

Fruit an 
"ideal" diet 

n the next eight days 
h car and plane en-
intered some of the 
rot conditions Australia 
d to offer. 
"Right from the starting 
tat We settled down to a 
stein of one man driving 
bile the Other slept," 
ran said. 
"We had been practis-
ig sleeping during the day 
ir • couple of weeks and 
I fact Jack was asleep 
my two hours out of Mel-
come." 
Por the next 56 hours 

Cyan and Jack slept in 
our-hour shifts, stopping 
mly for petrol. 

"Then we noticed ex-
haustion was starting to 
catch up with us, so we 
cut our ratio down to three 
hours" , Evan said. 

"This ratio lasted during 
daylight halm sight to the 
flnish line, altMigh at 
night we wird forced to 
cut our driving time back 

too two hours each, lust to 
on the safe side. 

While the "tortoise" drove 
through the night to main-
tain an average of over 
1000 miles • day, the girls 
were able to catch up on 
some much-needed sleep. 

"Every morning we would 
get up and find the car 
was • few hundred miles 
in front again," Anne said. 

"It wasn't until they 
struck flooding at Ten-
nant Creek that we were 
able to open up any sort 
of a permanent 104" she 
said. 

"And even then we had 
to go full throttle from 
Townsville on to beat them 
home," 

Evan and Jack also est-
puimented with food on 
the trip—and Matra to have 
come up with the "Ideal" 
diet for the London-to-
Sydney epic. 

"We denied ourselves 
water for the full triP," 
Evan said. 

"Instead. we drank about 
two pints of milk each 
every day. 

-"Fruit was our staple 
diet, especially grapes  and 
dried currants, although we 
took some cold chicken 
along as well." 

• Forced to 
eat 

Evan said there were 
times when both he and 
Jack had to force them-
selves to eat, 

"We became so involved 
in getting the car through 
the shocking northern 
roads that we found it mia7 
easy to forget about food." 
he said. 

"I suppose we could have 
gone days without feeling 
hungry and finally ool-

lapsed if we had not forced 
ourselves to eat something 
several times each day. 

"And at four major pet-
rol elope we sacrificed five 
minutes to have a decent 
meal of bacon and eggs to 
give us the bulk we needed 
to carry on." 

• Water 2ft. 
deep on road 

Both Evan and Anne 
were pleased with the per-
formance of their vehicles. 

"I ran Into sterns, and 
headwind& but the old girl 
stood up to it beautifully," 
Anne mid. 

"From Townsvllle on-
wards I ran with the 
throttle wide open to keep 
ahead of the car, but the 
Oxcart did not overheat 

Anne and Margaret cov-
ered 8157 miles in M over-
all flying hours to aver-
age 146 

gal]
 The Deena 

used 732 ns of petrol, 
averaging a little over 11 

Jack and Evan encoun-
tered emitting road condi-
tions from Fort Redland 
(WA.) right on to Towns-
ville (northern Queens-
land). 

'At one stage near 
Broome we were driving 
through water almost 3ft. 
deep for a quarter-of-a-
mile at a time," Evan said. 

'Then we had to make • 
250-mile detour when we 
found the main road link-
ing. Mt. Us and Norman-
ton in northern Queensland 
bad ben cut. 

'And at another stage 
we ended up trapped in a 
filling river bed until four 

young blokes whose car 
had broken down further 
up-atreafn came and pulled 
us out. 

"But despite all this, we 
had only rive punctures, 
one flat battery—and we 
Used Only two pinto of oil 
between four normal 00 
changes. 

"And we didn't hit any-
thing, which must be some 
sort of record for a round-
Australia run." 

Evan and Jack arrived in 
Melbourne only eight hours 
behind the aeroplane after 
• straight 197 hours and 40 
minutes of non-stop driv-
ing. 

• Two-man 
crew 

Their car averaged 50.7 
M.p.h. over 10,020 miles and 
used approximately 360 
gallons of petrol to avenge 

And how did the two 
drivers feel about their 
epic run? 

"We'd like to do it 
again," Evan said. 

"We both feel remarkably 
fresh—and I think this is 
one of the secrete of long-
distance motoring," he said. 

'The car took us through 
shocking conditions, and tri 
times we were both covered 
with mud from pushing out 
of bog-holes and changing 
tyres. 
"But we cleaned ourselves 

off immediately, and we 
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were always fresh and 
clean when we were behind 
the wheel. It was a psy-
chological advantage which 
helped Ua no end.' 

And what about Evan's 
tip for the London-to-
Sydney Marathon — the 
event for which he and 
Jack were training? 

it's going to be 
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won by a two-man crew," 
EVart said. 

"Three people are a 
crowd on a long-distance 
trip—even In the biggest 
of care. 

"And it's NOT going to 
be won by the crew who 
thrash hell - for - leather 
high above the required 
average speed so they can 

snatch a few hours of sleep 
outside a control point. 

'This is the most tiring 
form of driving imaginable. 

"The Marathon will be 
won by a crew who drive 
as Nice and I did around 
Australia—at a medium 
pace, conserving their en-

and sleeping COM-
FORTABLY en en route." 

THE OPEN ROAD, Ante 1, 1968 

1 Plane beats car in 
unique marathon 
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Plana, ear and rho /our competitor, all ready to go. 

Imagine driving • ear, day and night, for 10,020 miles at an average 

speed of 50.7mph. 

That is what two Sydney travelled from Melbourne to for food from three 
men did last month when within 20 miles of the West 
they drove around Australia Australian border—a dis-
in less than nine days in a lance of 1,333 miles. And 
unique race with a plane the total distance for the 
manned by two women. first three days was 3,940 

The plane woo—but h milea, much of it over rough 
finished only nine hours five and deserted outback roads. 
minutes ahead of the car. 

The plane, • single-engine 
Cessna 182 "Skyline," was 
piloted by Anne Carter, 22., 
a Sydney flying instructress, 
and Mrs Margaret Kentley, 
• Sydney housewife. 

The car, a Morris • 1100 
S deluxe, was driven by 
Castrol test driver "Gelig-
nite" Jack Murray and 
B.M.C.-Castrol rally driver 
Evan Green. 

The car had a long-range 
fuel tank to give • range 
of up to 800 miles without 
refuelling, and a full-length 
bed, ice box, food bins and 
special water containers. 

The plane flew only dur-
ing daylight, but the car 
travelled virtually non-stop, 
pausing only briefly to take 
on petrol and food. 

For instance, during the 
first 24 hours, the car 

1••••••• 

The race, which began 
and ended in Melbourne, 
was intended as an exercise 
in non-stop driving, which 
will be required in the 
London to Sydney car mara-
thon scheduled to start in 
November. 

The map on this page 
shows the route of last 
month's race. 

Luck with the weather 
played an important part in 
it. The men completed the 
long Nullabor crossing in 
pouring rain which closed 
the road to all traffic several 
hours later. 

In the North-west, a 
cloudburst flooded part of 
the road when more than 
three inches of rain fell in 
less than half an hour, but 
the car got through--and 
delivered an urgent appeal 

••••••••0 
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stranded truck drivers. 
A fresh growth of grass 

in the North-west also as
scores of kangaroos 

to the roadside and on one 
600-mile stretch the car had 
to dodge 165 of them. 

In the Kimberley region, 
the Morris 1100 was the 
first ear to negotiate the 
Fitzroy Crossing — Halls 
Creek — Wyndham section 
after heavy rain had flooded 
creeks and rivers and turn-
ed vast sections of the road 
into a quagmire. 

In North-western 
Queensland, flooded 
creeks and muddy roads 
forced the men to make 
• 250-mile detour to Nor. 
suntan - costing them 
an extra III hours travel-
ling time. 
The women fl iers also 

showed extraordinary skill 
and resourcefulness. They 
left Kalgoorlie just before 
heavy rain closed the air-
port for light aircraft, and 
on the closing stages took 
off from Rockhampton and 
Waggs despite the threat of 
heavy fog and squally 
weather. 

For the overall journey, 
the car recorded a fuel con-
sumption of 28.56 miles a 
gallon end used only two 
pints of oil. 

Murray and Green were 
members of the teem which 
two years ago made the 
first east-west crossing 
through the middle of Aus-
tralia as part of a "figure 
eight" journey around the 
continent, 
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Car Leading 
In Race 

With Plane 
A Morris 1100S corn-

i 

r 

loi aircraft to a 
round-Australia chal-
lenge arrived in 
Perth yesterday at 
6.50 a.m.-31 hours 
ahead of the plane. 
Car drivers Jack 

Murray and Evan 
Green spent about 25 
minutes in Perth to 

refresh themselves 
while the car was 
serviced. 
The plane is being 

flown by Miss Anne 
Carter and Mrs Mar. 
garet Kentley, both 
of Sydney. 
ABOVE: Miss Carter 

(left) and Mra Kent-
ley at the•Perth Air-
Part. 
The plane arrived at 

the Perth Airport at 
10.20 a.m. and left for 
Carnarvon at 1.10 
p.m. 
Both were expected 

to arrive last night. 
The aircraft's crew 

plan to rest overnight 
in Carnarvon. The 
car's next major stop 
will be Broome. 
The 10,000-mile trial 
started In Melbourne 
on Friday. 

NATION NEWS, May, 1968 
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Plane, car racing 
Two North Shore women plane 

tralia. 
They are Anne Carter, of Moamar, 

(pictured) and Margaret Kentley, of 
Turramurra. 

The car and the plane are following 
a 10,000 mile course around the con-
tinent. 

The car will have to travel virtually 
non-stop and cover an average of one 
thousand miles a day. The plane flies 
only in daylight, 

Anne Carter has been flying for six 
years and last year won the 1867 award 
of Australian Woman Pilot of the Year. 

She is a flying instructress and has 
logged over 1300 hours. 

pilots are racing a car around Aus-

Considered as one of the most experi-
enced women pilots in Australia, Mrs. 
Margaret Kentley started flying in 1963 
and at 21 obtained her licence in a 
Gipsy Moth (a two-seater aircraft with 
an open cockpit). 

The aircraft is a Cessna 182 and the 
car is a Morris 1100 S De Luxe. 

Two of Australia's most experienced 
outback and rally drivers are in -the 
car. 

They are former round Australia trial 
winner and Castro) test driver "Gelig-
nite" Jack Murray and Ram-Castro 
works rally driver. Evan Green. 

Woman's anglel 

ley, a founder member of 
the Women Pilots' Associa-
tion, who was flying before 
Anne wan burn. Mies Carter 
landed her Cessna '182 at 
Essendon airport at 8.35 
a.m. yesterday, over a .day 
ahead of schedule. 

Her opponents, Castro' 
works drivers Evan Green 

and lack Murray, finally 
conquered exhaustion, 
muddy outback roads and 
Queensland holiday traffic 
to finish at 5.40 p.m., a day 
ahead of schedule. 

They had driven for 197i 
hours on alternate shifts. 
with only stops being for 
fuel and food. 

Their Morris I ions went 
like a charm. their only 
worries being three dead 
batteries, which they found 
out later were CB Used by 
the smooth inside of a fan 
belt. 

Green and Murray were 
using the exercise as a prac. 
lice run for the London to 
Sydney race (only 7,000 
miles) in November. 

They drove four hours 
each. then three ea c and 

GIRLS FIRST 
HOME IN 
1116 RACE seNtla

By CLYDE 'HODGINS, "Sun-Herald" Motoring
Writer 

Fighting off influenza since
last Monday, Australia's wonder
girl of present day flying, 22- 
years-old Anne Carter, yester-
day won the 10,000 miles Round-
Australia air versus road mara-
thon by over nine hours. 
With Mrs Margaret Kent. finally two hours each prior

to stops for fuel and food. 
They averaged around 60 

miles per hour (or the
10,000 nines, but rarely ex-
ceeded 80 m.p.h. 

The pair had a V.D.O. 
tarchograph fi tted to the car 
to prove this point in th e
nffirests Of road safety 

Thi5 opt] mot Flit 8Dcal 
and distance covered at any 
time of the day. 

Daylight hours 
Apart from fellows 

fliers and Department of 
Civil Aviation traffic 
officers In outback fields 
throughout Australia, 
Anne had almost every
one against her. 

People could not under-
stand how a car could pos-
sibly race a plane which 
had almost double its speed. 

But Anne was restricted 
to daylight hours under 
Visual Flying Regulations. 
which meant she was 
grounded in even the slight-
est cloud. 

The men were allowed to 
drive for 24 hours each day 

IT'S SAFER, TH E HIGHER YOU GET 

'fin are 
• 

II

st e'Cr e,V 
loscse"Vs. 

• lin Margaret Kentley (left) and 
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PLANE PEOPLE 

Participants in an unarm' race around Australia due to end this week are Sydney flying instructor Anne Carter, 

nab' drivers Jack "Gelegnite" Murray and Evan Green. Green and Murray are driving a BMC Morris 1100-S saloon 

Aim Carter, with Mrs. Margaret Kentley, are flying a Cessna 182.

Anne Carter with the Cessna 182 that took them around Australia. 

COMPLETING and winning a Round Australia Marathon 
in a light Cessna aircraft is all in a day's fun for flying 

instructress Anne Carter, but the mere thought of negoti-
ating Sydney's traffic by car terrifies her. 
Miss Carter, who when they won the tussle

has logged some 1,400 between the "tortoise" (a 

flying hours in six Morris 1100 car) and the 

years, and was last "hare" (the Cessna air-

year chosen Woman craft). The race allowed 

Pilot of the Year by the Cessna to fly during 

the Australian Flying 
to driven non-stop, 

ighthoursandthe 
day Magazine, admitted d b 

her fear of city traf- 
and night, r

fie at Bankstown —
Margaret admits quite 

Aerodrome yester• cheerfully she loves driv-ing or flying and the more 
day. traffic the better. 

Not so her co-pilot, 

Sydney company director, 

Margaret Kentley, who, 
with Anne, flew round 

Australia early this month 

in the 'Tortoise and 

Hare" race sponsored by 

a local network. 

The two women lilt the 

headlines early this month 

Since their nine and a 
half-hour victory over 
Jack Murray and Evan 
Green who drove the 
Morrie 1100, Anne and 
Margaret have been keep-
ing to a busy schedule of 
talks and discussions with 
clubs arid schools. 

And do they ever stop 
to think if all those hours 

spent in flying light planes 

Is absolutely safe for 
them? 

"Well," laughed Anne, 
"I often think of that 
comment made by an 
American aviator . . 

'Plying will never be really 
safe while we have to 
drive to the airport!'" 

Anne Carter . . every-
one was against her. 
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TWO GIRLS IN A 
FLYING-MACHINE 

IIISS ANNE CARTER, a 21-year-old 
flying instructor who teaches men to 
fly at a liankstinvo (Sydney) flying 
school, has packed more experiences 

into her dye years' flying career than the 
average private pilot does in a lifetime. 

She learnt to fly at the age of 16 years 
and then had to wait until she was 17 years 
old to sit for her private pilot's licence. 
Since then, Miss Carter, who lives at Balgow-
lah, a Sydney suburb, has logged over 
1,000 flying hours as a pilot. 

She converted her private pilot's licence 
into a commercial licence, as well as pin-
ing her instructor's endorsement and is now 
a full-time flying instructor teaching student 
pilots how to fly Cessna aircraft. 

Alt this is quite an achks..ioeut, but for 
Miss Carter it was only a "training course" 
to qualify her for a really big international 
flying  event — the American All.Woman 
Transcontinental Air Race, better known 
as the Powder-Puff Derby. 

She became friendly with another woman 
flying instructor, Miss Carmel Pam Brown, 
from Rutherford, N.S.W., who flies with 
the Royal Newcastle Aero Club. and the 
two girls decided to form a team for the 
event with Miss Carter as pilot and Miss 
Brown as co-pilot. 

The 2,493-mile race started at Atlantic 
City on July 8, and ended at Torrance 
on the Pacific Coast, near Los Angeles, on 
July 11. 

Although Miss Carter and Miss Brown 
did not win they were placed third on the 
Carbondale-Tulsa "leg," a distance of 395 
miles, and were first on the Tulsa-Albu-
querque "leg," a distance of 602 miles. 

Many of the 139 women pilots in 71 com-
peting planes failed to complete the entire 
course because of the weather. 

The air race was won by an American 
pilot, Judy Wagner, of Palos Verdes Estates. 
who. flying solo in a Beechcraft Bonanza 
K-35, established an elapsedll time of 
12 hours, 27 minutes and 59 see

yli
a

Fran Ben, who has won the race seven 

we 

• 

times in the past, came second. She, had 
as her co-pilot Barbara London—both from 
Long Beach, California. 

Sixteen pilots from seven countries out-
side the U.S. took part in the race and all 
but one completed the trip to Torrance. 

Miss Carter, who recently returned 
from the U.S. told me: 

"The 21st Powder Puff Derby was sup-
to be the most disastrous race in its 

history because we started two days late 
and encountered bad weather from the 
east to the west coast of America. 

'Ile race was much funnier than the 
film Tose Magnificent Men In Their 
Flying Machines.' We were flagged off from 
Atlantic City at 10 a.m. in 20-second inter-
vals and most of the girls flew to Martins-
burg at tree-top height. 

"Unfortunately, due to our high fuel con-
sumption of 23 gallons per hour, we land-
ed to refuel at Martinsburg (a designated 
stop). There was only one truck containing 
80 octane and when the mechanic eventu-
ally got to our aircraft, the fuel truck broke 
down. 

"So we bad to wait another four hours 
before it was tired? 

Miss Caster told of storms over the Alleg-
heny Motuslains, • hair's breadth escape 
from high tension wires strung out across 
the Ohio River, two weathermen who led 
them astray with inaccurate forecasts and 
low-flying over desert country from Tulsa 
to Amarillo. 

"For the remainder of the trip," she said, 
"we flew low and picked up quite a lot 
of speed, despite having to fly through a 
dust storm between Flagstaff and Torrance, 
the last 'leg' of our long trip. 

"Christine Henderson and Ruth Hodges 
(another Australian crew from Adelaide) 
arrived on the Thursday afternoon, 4O min-
utes before deadline and won the overseas 
Prize for the best performance of the 
foreign teams competing." 

- FRANK PROUST 

Miss Anne Carter beside the Cessna Skylane which she and co-pilot Carmel Pam 

Brown entered in the Powder-Pug Derby. "A marvellous experience," she says. 

WOMAN'S DAY with WOMAN, November 13, 1967 

High-flying Helen 
* SOUTH Australia's Helen Fitton (right), 23, 
flies pererwed aircraft for a tiring and gliders 
for pleasure. 

At 16 she started flying both types of air-
craft In New Zealand but gave tip gliding 
three years ago when the was appointed a 
flying Instructor at Pittsfield (SA). 

Three months ago Helen did a two-week 
refresher course in gliding — and le weeks 
later broke the Australian wosan's distance 
gliding reseed with a 356-ale, .even-Mar 
paring marathon frees Dewiest (SA) I. Ben-
dlgu

This is 20 miles farther than the ses..01d
established by another South Australian, Sae 
Martin, of Walker*, and only 42 miles short 
of the men's distance record. 
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The Haywire 
Committee, which 

works for the Royal 
N.S.W. Institution 

for Deo, and Blind 
Children, is plan-
ning a Patio Party 

inod nsn) 

with 

on November 18 
at the Bordwell 

Park i   home of 
Patricia Worley 

(picturedgoutece.11;n ei;
Se 

nae-t
Gibbon-Smith, of 

Sans Soucl, and 
Anne Campbell, of 

Greenacre. 

From busy air base to 
deserted Pacific atoll 
Colourful Canton Island, 

once an important land-
ing base in the trans-Paci-
fic air route, will become 
a deserted atoll next 
month. 

The airstrip on the atoll, 
which is almost midway 
between Honolulu and Fiji, 
has been closed. 

Next month the airstrip's 
non-directional radio beacon 
regarded by pilots as the 
loudest in the Pacific, will 
also be closed down. 

The island's last 10 in-
habitants will then return to 
the U.S. 

When this happens, Can-
ton Island will revert to just 
another deserted coral atoll, 
patrolled only by seagulls. 

Canton Island was an im-
portant landing base for 
more than 30 years. 

In the mid-1930s ft was 
the centre of a dispute 
between the V.S. and 
Britain as to who would 

trol it. 

The dispute was settled in 
1938 when the two nations 
agreed to control the island 
jointly, 

During the past eight 
years, however, the U.S. 
Government has been in 
sole control, as the British 
Government relinquished its 
authority over the island. 

ATTACKED 
During World War II, 

Canton Island became an 
important U.S.A.F. base in 
the Pacific and was attacked 
by Japanese aircraft on sev-
eral occasions. 

It has been closed by the 
U.S. Government because 
it is no longer needed as a 
re-fuelling stop. 

Canton Island lost much 
of its international airline 
importance when the big 
jets took over the trans. 
Pacific air route from the 
shorter-range piston-engined 
airliners late igs.,1959. 
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But the island has contin-
ued for years to be a busy 
base for the U.S.A.F., and 
National Aeronautic and 
Space Agency aircraft. 

It has always been a wel-
come landing port for light 
aircraft flying the long 
ocean route of 1,672 nauti-
cal miles between Honolulu 
and Canton or the 1,105. 
nautical-mile route from Fiji 
to Canton. 

DELIVERY 

Last week an American 
ferry pilot, Mr W. McKay, 
from Wichita, Kansas, Sr. 
rived in Sydney flying a twin 
engined Otter on its delivery 
flight to East-West Airlines 

Mr McKay said he had 
to fly direct 2,600 miles 
from Honolulu to Pago 
Pago because he could not 
land at Canton Island. 

"We will sure miss that 
friendly little Canton Island 
airstrip Jindits re-assuring 
radio berms, he said. 
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Calling the air ambulance... 

NIGHT FLIGHT WAS 
A MERCY MISSION 

THE voice of the pilot crackled out over 

the radio: "Alpha, mike, bravo to Syd-

ney Tower for clearance to take off." 

Time 16.21 (421 p.m.). 

For the third time that day, the N.S.W. 
Air Ambulance — aircraft YH-AMB (in the 
phonetic alphabet, alpha, mike, bravo) —
was setting out from Sydney's Kingsford 
Smith airport on a tight-schedule mission of 
mercy. 

It would be back in Sydney by 11.25 p.m., 
with a passenger list of country patients air-
lifted to Sydney for specialist attention. Its 
flight plan war now ;napped for night-calls to 
Coolangatta, Casino, Grafton (on the north 
NS.W. coast) and inland Glen Innes. 

First pick-up at Coolangatta was a patient 

0 4 6.0 
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from Illurwillumbab brought aboard in a 
stretcher specially provided for safe air travel. 
A second patient came aboard at Casino; then 
at Grafton (8.15 p.m.) a little Aboriginal girl 
with a chronic respiratory disease was anxiously 
waiting. 

A tiny mite in a white nightshift, she cried 
momentarily when taken from the arms of the 
ambulance driver; then sat wide-eyed and silent 
for the rest of the trip to Sydney. But first 
another adult patient and a baby (an elm.* paay 
vase) were ready for transport at Glen limes. 

Back in Sydney, as the plane touched 
down a fleet of unbalances was standing by. 

But for the dedicated ambutwire staff, 
working two shifts daily, there could be no res-
pite. The pilot on the next shift was contacted 
at 2.30 a.m. to prepare for departure to Bre-
warrina at 4 a.m. With him would go a Sydney 
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Captain Brian Holm, pilot, and Sister Nancy 
Frith, members of the air ambulance's rotating 
crew, in conference before rake-off. Aircraft 
operates on a tight 24-hours-a-day schedule. 

specialist to accompany the patient — a child 
encephalitis sufferer. 

So it goes on . . a round-the-clock ser-
vice that has become an essential part of Aus-
tralia's ever-expanding health services. • -HELEN STYLES 

Waiting antbulancemen lift a stretcher patient from the air ambulance — a Beechrraft Queen Air — at the Kingsford Smith airport, Sydney. 
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She's our top woman pilot 
LOTS of 

girls love fast cars 
and aeroplanes but 
there are not too many, 
like Beryl Young, 
Bentleigh, who do 
something about It. 

"I can't bear one 
speck of dirt on this 
one," said Beryl, pol-
ishing her latest acqui-
sition, a Mercedes hard 
top 190 SL sports. 

Her other car, a 
rather modest saloon, 
was in disgrace fur-
ther down the drive. 

She bought the 
sports car secondhand 
two weeks ago after 
saving 18 months for It 
from her wages. 

The wage that allows 
a girl to save for this 
sort of thing is the 
wage of a woman plot. 

Ten years ago when 
Beryl worked in a bank 
she decided she wanted 
to fly. 

CHARTER 
For years all her 

wages went Into chalk-
ing up flying hours 
until she decided if she 
was nding so much 
on flying she might as 
well MAKE some 
money out of It. 

She got her commer-
.clal pilot's licence, left 
ttfe-bank and joined a 
charter flight company. 

Recently she receiv-
ed the Australian 
Women Pilots' Associ-
ation's annual award 
for the woman pilot 
who has made the most 
noteworthy contribu-

by TINA 
HARRIS 

tion to aviation in 
Australia. 

Beryl won it by being 
the first Australian 
woman ever to receive 
her First Class Instru-
ment Rating. 

She Was also very 
much in the public eye 
last year when she was 
chosen to take part in 
a mineral survey ex-
pedition in the Solo-
mon Islands for the 
United Nations. 

SIX DAYS 
She and an Austral-

ian male pilot took the 
team of Swedish ex-
perts, whose company 
was under contract to 
the United Nations, 
around the Solomons. 
-But her jobs have 

not always been as 
high-powered as this. 

Beryl laughed when 
she remembered the 
job she had flying a 
Tiger Moth from Mel-
bourne to Perth. 

"It took me six days 
to get there in the 
Tiger Moth and six 
hours to get back in a 
jet. 

"The plane had to be 
refuelled every two 
hours and it travelled 
at about 70 mph. 

"This meant that 
about every 150 miles I 

had to land it. Some-
times there were air-

W other times I 
lato flll her up my-

self from a supply of 
fuel I was carrying." 

In 1982 Beryl went 
to England where she 
instructed in flying in 
Exeter, Devon. 

"The flying condi-
tions are quite differ-
ent in England and I 
wanted to learn about 
them," she said. 

OVERLAND 
Her trip home to 

Australia included an 
overland tour from 
London to Bombay, but 
as soon as she got back 
to Australia she was 
flying again. 

The planes she files 
now are mostly Piper 
Aztecs which take five 
passengers, and Aero 
Commanders, which 
take six. 

She la often taken 
interstate on jobs —
mainly with business 
men or with people In-
specting land sites. 

"I've never been lucky 
enough to get a group 
of people chartering a 
plane for one of those 
parties out west that 
seem to last for a week, 
but I'm hoping," she 
said. 

Beryl does about 30 
flying hours a month 
and sometimes helps 
at her company's Moo-
rabbln office with 

bookings and Itineraries. 
Miss Beryl Young, of Bentleigh, polishing her sports car. Beryl is 

a woman pilot who loves high-power, high-speed travelling. 
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„iMISS CHRISTINE T RNBULL, with her father WING-COMMANDER 
GERRY TURNBULL, n front of the basket of the balloon in which they crossed e English Channel earlier this year. 

She 
LONDON, Wed-

nesday. — Everyone 
has heard of Amy 
Johnson, and people 
immediately know 
what Sheila Scott is 
famous for. But put a 
studious teenager 
called Christine Turn-
bull up there in the 
stratosphere along 
with them and most 
people are puzzled. 

It's a name that has be-
come known only in the 
past month, since Chris-
tine became the young-
est woman ever to hold 
a licence for flying 
machines, balloons and 
airships. 

"Yes," she admits with 
a robust laugh, "it does 
sound rather Edwardian, 
doesn't it? Flying machines, 
balloons and airships. But 
I think that's what 
attracted me right from the 
start—the novelty." 

Exclusive 
Last bank holiday—one 

of those rare long-week-
ends in England when 
people take full advantage 
of long hours and maxi• 
mum daylight—Christine 
passed the Board of Trade 
test to allow her legally to 
pilot a balloon. 

She joined the ranks of 
the exclusive few through-
out the world who are 
qualified to control bal-
loons, either hot-air or 
hydrogen. 

How does it feel to be 
the only qualified woman 
balloonist in Britain, and 
—at 19—the world's 
youngest? "Marvellous," 
she says. "I took it up be-
cause it was a challenge, 
so naturally Ten thrilled 
that I've achieved what I 
wanted." 

Christine, who lives at 
Farnborough in Hampshire, 
has grown up in an atmos-
phere and surroundings 
conducive to getting off the 
ground. Her father, Wing-
Commander Gerry Turn-
bull, is C.O. of No. I Para-
chute Training School at 
Albingdon in Hampshire 
and is the man most re-
sponsible for the sudden 
twentieth century British 
Interest in balloons. 

"He learned ballooning 
in America about nine 

years ago," Christine ex-

plains, "and received his 

licence from the only 
qualified balloon pilot in 
England, who was about 72 
at the time. So it was sort 
of a case of do it now or 

it would be too late. 
"I suppose I fi rst went 

up with him when I was 

pilots a 
balloon 

From A STAFF 
CORRESPONDENT 

about 14, and it just, well, 
grew on me. It was fun 
right from the start. Then 
i went off to the States for 
a year, and never had the 
opportunity of ballooning, 
so it's really been only in 
the last two years that rye 
taken to it really seriously." 

When a balloonist takes 
this skilful sport seriously 
it means changing from 
being a passenger, enjoying 
the peace and the view, to 
the person in charge. 

"It can be dangerous," 
Christine admits, "and I 
suppose Britain is one of 
the most difficult countries 
for ballooning, because of 
all the high-tension wires 
and the airfields that are 
so comparatively close." 

The pilot has to check 
wind direction before take-
off, mark off his proposed 
route on the map, notify 
all airfields along that 
route, and then make sure 
that his landing spot is 
open and free from objects 
that could damage the 
balloon. 

All this—plus knowing 
at what height to pull the 
valve that releases the air 
for landing—has to come 
with practice which must 
accumulate in 12 hours 
flying time before a licence 
can be given. Then the 
balloonist has to do two 
fl ights—one in company 
with the examining quali-
fied pilot, the other alone, 
with the pilot watching 
from ground-level. 

"Nervous? Not really," 
Christine reveals. "My 
father isn't the jittery type 
and 1 think this has prob-
ably given me the right at-
titude. Of course, I realise 
the dangers and the res-
ponsibilities, but when I'm 
up there I still think of it 
basically as terrific fun." 

Rapport 
A college student who 

hopes next year to start 
reading law, Christine 
senses the tremendous 
rapport that her generation 
has with ballooning. 

"I think its greatest ap-
peal is that it's an escape 
from the hubbub of life. 
You're lifted right out of 
it . . . completely cut off 
. . . no television . . . no 
noise no rush. it just 
gives you the chance to 
BE" 

Friends she takes up in 

either of her father's two 
hydrogen balloons — one 
28,000 Cu' ft., the other 
19,000 cu. ft.—are always 
enthralled and want to 
start saving to buy their 
own balloons. 

Universities are forming 
their own ballooning 
societies and groups of 
people all over the country 
are clubbing together in 
syndicates to finance the 
sport. 

"Cost is the big thing," 
Christine says regretfully. 
"Our two balloons are eas-
ily worth S5,000 each, and 
young people—the ones 
who are really caught up 
with the idea—just can't 
afford it. 

"The hot-air balloons are 
not quite so expensive, but 

they're still costly. You 

see, each time you inflate 

a hydrogen balloon it costs 

around $400 to S500 just 

for one flight. And you 

can't put  the sir back in 

the cylinders." 

Channel 
As part of her check-out 

flight, Christine crossed 

the Channel—it took 

about three hours each 

way—and i would like to 

cross the Swiss Alps next 

year if exams don't 

interfere." 

Because of its land mass, 

Australia appeals to her as 

one of the continents fill-

ing the balloonist's idea of 

paradise. "it's terribly 

popular on the Continent, 

because there's so much 

land," she says, "and of 

course, Canada and the 

United States are marvel-

lous, too. 
"But i should think all 

that space you have inland 

would he super for 

ballooning." 
Christine just might 

have the opportunity of 

testing this theory for her-

self. The Turnbulls have 

relatives in Australia —

"Melbourne, I think" —

and the idea of the family 

going out there to visit 

them looks like becoming 
reality. 

"We'd probably go dur-

ing our summer here, 

before I go to university," 

Christine explains, "which 
would give us about three 

months there. 

"And if there are any 
balloonists out there I'd 
love to meet them." 
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ABOVE: Mr and Mrs Raper with one of their Cessnas. The man In the 
grey suit is Mr Schutt, of the Schutt flying school. 

Wantirna ,South's 
flying 
businesswoman 

Later this month, Mrs Elva Raper, of Wantirna South, will take 
part in an air race for women only at Mangalore. 

Mrs Raper has been fly-
ing for three years and 
has logged nearly 300 hours 
in her own own Cessna 
aircraft. 
Still studying, she recent-

ly gained her fourth-class 
instrument rating which 
entitles her to fly at night 
if she wishes. 
As well as the Cessna 

182 which she will fly in 
the race, she has a Cessna 
150. This second aircraft 
is leased to a flying school 
at Moorabbin. 

Mrs Raper is the owner 
of the Elva Raper Boarding 
Kennels, In Burvrood road, 
Wantirna South. 

They are recognised u 
one of the best run and 
most efficient establish-
ments of their kind In Mel-
bourne. 
At the moment there are 

100 dogs of all shapes and 
sizes and also 35 cats 

whose owners have boarded 
them there whilst on holi-
days. 

As well as family pets, 
the kennels board valuable 
show dogs and Mrs Raper 
breeds and shows Collies 
herself. 
Mrs Raper told "Free 

Press" that she started 
flying as a bobby end as 
a means of relaxation from 
business worries. 

Except in the very busy 
seasons, she tries to, go 
flying at least once a week. 

These flying outings are 
often a family affair. Her 
husband, Keith, who is also 
a pilot in his own right, 
and their four children are 
all keen fliers. 

Both Mr and Mrs Raper 
spoke warmly of the hospi-
tality they have received 
on thir several flying trips 
over Northern Australia 
and other outback areas. 

On their day tripe, they 
often skip over to Sydney 
or Adelaide for shopping 
or business, returning in 
time for the evening meal., 

Both Mr and Mrs Raper 
are emphatic that there is 
no better way of travelling 
and seeing the country than 
in a light aircraft. 

Mrs. ELVA RAPER is a woman 
whose love and business is dogs. Her 
modern kennels is a real home for 
dogs of all breeds while their owners 
are away on holidays. 

But it is not the conducting of this 
successful kennel centre which makes 
Mrs. Raper one of the personalities 
of Knox. 

It is her relaxing hobby of flying, 
and the use to which she puts it. 

Mrs. Elva Raper became 
Interested In flying some 
three years ago and having 
proved herself proficient 
In both handling an air-
craft and navigation, it is 
little wonder that her 
achievements have inspir-
ed the rest of the family 
to become very air minded. 

Mr. Raper has now learn-
ed how to handle their 
Cessna 182, and their four 
children; two girls aged 13 
and 15, and two boys aged 
7 and 10 aid and abet their 
mother In all her aerial 
activities. 

They are a family closely 
knit together with their 
mutual Interest in flying. 

A DAY 
INTERSTATE 

Mrs. Raper flys for the 
sheer joy of it, and to take 
a day away from her ken-
nel business when she feels 
like it. Such as a day in 
Sydney or Adelaide. 

After assuring that her 
canine and feline charges 
have been properly attended 
to for the day, Mrs. Raper 
shapes her course towards 
the Moorabbin aerodrome, 
and In approximately three 
hours she is enjoying a day 
In either of these two cities. 

Flinders Inland, tee, Is 
just a short flip for a 
happy day'. outing with 
the family, returning 
home in the cool of the 
evening. 

OUTBACK 
AUSTRALIA 

It you really want to set 
Australia, that is the parte 

where those travelling by 

normal transport, or organ-
ised tours cannot reaCh, and 
meet the hospitable home-
steaders in them regions 
then learn to fly, and own 
your own aircraft as Mrs 
Raper does. 

Mr. and Mrs. Raper an 
full of gratitude for tilt 
hospitality given to. their 
as they visited these ex-
tremely outback areas; 
where they were welcomed 
as one of the family and 
made to feel at home. The 
cook had to cater, and pre-
pare meals for well in excess 
of 20 station hands, but the 
extra six of the Rapes 
family made no difference tc 
him. He derived enjoyment 
In doing It. 

AMBITIONS 
Many more tripe are con-

templated, and the vistas. 
of Australia makes this 
country ideal for such am• 
bilious as are held by Mrs 
Raper. 

Being a husband and 
wife team, periods at the 
controls can be shared on 
lone trips, each as was 
done on the trip to Perth, 
while navigation exercises 
were also carried out dur- ,
Inc this trip. Darwin le 
as close to the Raper fam-
ily as Mildurs is to the 
average motorist. 
While it Is admitted that 

flying is becoming more 
commonplace every day, it 
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Mr. and Mrs. Raper at 

is rarely you find a family 
so engrossed In It as this 
faintly is, and the lady of 
the house setting the pace. 

Like most people who 
have achieved a reputable 
station in life, Mrs. Raper 
is most modest regarding 
her ability. Besides having 
her private flying licence, 
she also has an instrument 
rating of class 4, and was 
the first woman in Aus-
tralia to recive such a dis-
tinction, while she is also 
a very prominent and skill-
ed member of the Australian 
Women's Pilots' Association. 

FOR CHARITY 
TOO 

Like most worthy organis-
ations this association turns 
its attention to worthy ob-
jects needing assistance, and 
for this purpose a "Pylon" 
race was conducted at Man-
galore last Sunday. 

It was of five laps over 
a measured triangular course 
having a distance of one 
mile on each leg, a total 
distance for the race of 15 
miles. 

Besides Mrs. Raper, there 
were five other contestants 
who were well schooled by 
the Department of Civil 
Aviation as to manouver-
ing and precision turns. all 

the controls of their 

of which are very essential 
on such a close circuit where 
six aircraft were striving for 
supremacy. 

'The six aircraft ranged 
from a vintage Tiger Moth 
to the latest Cessna and 
Moone with speeds vary-
ing from 80 to 180 mph. 
This was the draw card 
for the purpose of raising 
funds for a movement 
known "Per these whe 
have left." 

ASIAN 
ASSISTANCE 

This movement, headed 
by Mr. Reid, DPC, MP, Is 
a voluntary organisation en-
gaged in agriculture and up-

Cessna aircraft. 

grading of livestock through-
out Asian countries. Al-
ready 9000 progeny from 
selected breeding stock in 
Australia have been sent to 
these lest fortunate cam -

tries, thus adding to their 
ability to provide better food 
producing potential. 

This is yet another story 
of a personality of Knox: 
there are many more to 
come, and "Knox News" 
trusts you enjoy them. 

We are indeed grateful 

to those who have taken 
the trouble to write and 
tell us of their approval of 
this type of reading, and 
furnish as with names 
worthy of being named as 
a "Personality of K001." 

—KNOX NEWS, Wed., Jan. 24, 1968 
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An impromptu pre-
sentation of a cuckoo 
clock to the Air 
Ambulance ,Appeal 
followed the arrival of 
Mrs Charles Walton 
at Sydney Airport 
yesterday, after her re-
turn by Lufthansa 
from 10 weeks in 
Europe. 
Te clock will be a gate 

prize at the inspection of 
Widden Valley Studs, 
which will be held next 
Sunday to aid the Air 
Ambulance Appeal. 

"It was to have been a 
fly-in, drive-in inspection," 

Fun filled time 

in Europe 
said Mrs Frank Thompson, 
of Widden • Valley Stud, 
who accepted the clock on 
behalf of the Air Ambu-
lance Appeal. 

"But the authorities de-
cided that 150 small planes 
converging on one area 
would be too hazardous. All 
the same we expect it to be 
a great success with about 
5,000 people attending." 

Mrs Walton travelled to 
Germany to attend the wed-
ding of Countess Micheala 
Castel] and Dr Brend Rose-

It
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MRS CHARLES WALTON with MRS FRANK THOMPSON, of 'ridden Stud. 

meyer, who is the son of 
German pioneer aviatrix, 
Elly Beinhorn. 

"It was a fantastic wed-
ding," she said. 

"The festivities lasted two 
days. I was surprised at the 
civil ceremony—on the firvi 
day—to see the bride 
dressed in a red suit, red 
fox fur coat and carrying 
red carnations. 

"The church ceremony 
was held the next day. It 
seemed strange to be wear-
ing a long dress and to see 
men in white tie and tails 
in the middle of the day." 

During Mrs Walton's slay 
in Germany, Elly Beinhorn 
made a broadcast on the 
Australian air ambulance 
service. 

The S300 she earned for 
making the broadcast will 
be donated to the Air Am-
bulance Appeal. 

Another enjoyable experi-
ence for Mrs Walton was be-
my a u:," ?sic v`V of honour at 
hold 
in southern Germany. 

In between all this activity 
in Germany, Mrs Walton 
managed to squeeze in a 
visit to England. 

"There was so much to do 
in London. The night before 
I left to return to Germany, 
I danced until dawn at a 
Leap Year Ball held at the 
Thames Yacht Club." 

Something Mrs Walton 
didn't manage was to see 
her daughter, Mrs Peter 
Holman, whose husband is 

Mud yin 
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oyal Col. 
lege of Surgeons, in London. 

"Unfortunately they were 
travelling and we hot didn't 
connect anywhere. 

"Anyway I will be return-
ing to Europe in three 
weeks, so I will be in plenty 
of time for the birth of my 
first grandchild in May." 

THEY'RE BOTH UP 
IN 

THE 
AIR 
Two Melbourne 

women are planning 
to fly a light twin-
engined aircraft from 
Britain to Australia 
in October. 

Mrs Harry Hodges, a 
Brighton mother of 
three, and Miss Freda 
Thompson, are hoping 
to break the record set 
in 1936 by Jean Batten, 
who made the trip in 54 
days in a tiny Percival 
Gott. 

They will make the 
flight in a Beagle 206 
six-seater which is to be 
delivered to an Aus-
tralian buyer. 

Miss Thompson, who 
made the trip in about 
10 days in 1934 in a 
Gypsy Moth, said the 
flight was arranged by a 
fellow pilot. 

"I'm very excited and 

a little dazed." Miss 
Thompson said. 

"The idea came up in 
conversation at dinner, 
and suddenly we found 
we were it." 

Mrs Hodges, has been 
flying for only 31 years. 

She became interested 
in flying when her eldest 
son, Chris, 23, started 
his flying instructor's 
course. 

"I've always wanted 
to fly, ever since I was 
very young. And when 
Chris took it up, he said 
'Why don't you try it?' 
So I did. 

Confident 
"The whole family 

quite often go with me 
on a Sunday flight—in-
stead of a Sunday drive. 

"My husband, Harry, 
would like to fly, but his 
eyesight is not good 
enough. 

"He's confident I can 
make the trip, though." 

Mr Hodges is a textile 
importer. Besides Chris, 
they have two other 
children, Tim, 19, and 
Louise, 17. 

"Louise is very in-
terested in flying. She 
wants to start learning 
as soon as she turns 18." 

Mrs Hodges and Miss 
Thompson will attend 
the annual meeting of 
the Australian Women 
Pilot's Association which 
will be held in Adelaide 
this weekend. 

On Monday Mrs 
Hodges will be among 
some 20 members who 

t 

Mn Harry Hodges 
(left) and Miss Freda 

Thompson. 

will go on a flying safari 
to Coober Pedy, Ayers 
Rock and Alice Springs. 

Despite the short time 
she has held her Mines 
licence, Mrs lodges 1551 
year won the interna-
tional section of the 
"Powder Puff" Derby 
across the United States. 

Of the heavy expenses 
of flying, Mrs Hodges 
said: "It all depends on 
what you want to spend 
your money on. You 
could spend it on a nice 
home or a fur coat. I 
like flying." 

Adventure 
Her companion on the 

proposed trip, Miss 
Thompson, first learnt to 
fly at Essendon in 1930 
("for adventure and 
something different") —
and has been flying ever 
since. 

She says she has 
always flown "purely for 
Pleasure." 

In 1934, when she first 
made the trip from Eng-
land, she wan alone, and 
without radio or naviga-
tional aids. 

"There it no real com-
parison between our 
flight and Jean Batten's. 
We are in a modern air-
craft. with all the mod-
ern flying aids. 

"We are hoping that 
my knowledge of this 
type of flying and Ruth's 
knowledge of modern 
instruments will combine 
us into one good pilot to 
make the trip." 

Not easy 

nr 

"It won't be easy," 
Mrs Hodges said. "But 
we will be trying to get 
back in five days. 

"We chose October 
because the winds will 
be kinder to us then. 

"There's absolutely no 
let-up when you're in the 
air. It's just pure concen-
tration on the controls, 
radio and navigation. 

"The aircraft can do [ 
it, and we can do it- 7
it's up to the weather." 
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DT Mrs. Judy Lording, 
Mt. Graven, who will-
In this year's Warona 

• Roca Lost year, Mrs. 
rdIng and co-pilot Mrs. 
memory Arnold, nor-
sly missed winning the 
amnion trials to select 
warners's team in the 

sited States Powder 
Puff Derby. 

ler dream 
:ame true 
in flying 
UNTIL three years ego 

flying had been a 
"tort of Walter Minty 
dream" ter Sydney 
mother of throe, Mm. 
Jody Lording, 34 
ben she went for a flight 
over the Snowy Moun-
tains tight aircraft 
and that clinched it,

per mind was made up. 
She would become 

the tightened her budget, 
earned a few dollars on 
the side modelling and 
doing art work and final-
ly a pilot she became. 

Her next accomplishment 
could well be first place 
to the two-day 10O0-mile 
Warms, Air Race from 
Archerneld to Mackay 
through bfonto and Em-
erald, and back through 
Rockhampton and Bun-
daberg Oct October 6 and 

New plane 
she and her co-pilot, Mrs. 

Rosemary Arnold, of 
dney — a pilot of some 

eight years' experience 
and Auetralia's only 
woman helicopter pilot 
— have been sponsored 
for the race by Ansett-
ANA. 

They will fly a new 
single - engine Cherokee 
180. 

"Our outfits for the flight 
have been designed by 
one of Sydney's leading 
designers," said Mrs. Lor-
ding. 

'We'll have silver boots 
and silver military-type 
Jackets. 

nOn the night after the 
race, when we collect the 
$1000 first prize," she 
added hopefully, "we will 
swap the jackets for 
mini-dresses of the same 
materiaL" 

But (seriously) she had no 
predictions about tau 
Outcome of the race. 

'You always feel such 
fool if you should • come 
in teat, after 'big-noting" 
yourself," she pointed 
out. 
Missed out 

Last year Mrs. Lording and 
Mrs. Arnold missed out 
by only a fear minutes 
from winning the Aus-
tralian trialt in Adelaide 
to select a women's team 
to compete in the west-
east coast United Staten 
Powder Puff Derby. 

Mrs. Larding, whO will soon 
return to Sydney after 18 
months in Brisbane, said 
she and Mts. Arnold 
worked well as a team. 

"Spending long hours In 
racing conditions, It's 
importent that both 
people are compsUble." 
she said. 

NEWS 
for 

WOMEN 

`Flying mums' 

in silver 
lame gear... 

Heads swivelled at 
Sydney airport yester-
day when two "flying 
mums," wearing silver rs Arnold, who has she said. 

lame flying suits, fir- 
four children, has been fly. The outfits include a 
ing for seven yearn. She is matching mini-skirt to 

rived in their Piper the only woman in Aus- wear with the locket to the 
Cherokee 180-D air- trails to hold a helicopter presentation at the Royal 

licence. Aero Club of Queensland craft. They have been compel on Sunday night. 
Mrs Keith Arnold, of ing in races together since "We hope our gear will 

Sylvania, and Mn Rowly Mrs Lording gained her distract the other entrants 
Lording, of Mount Gra- licence three years ago. when we fly past!" 
vett, spent a short time "This race is par- Mrs Arnold and Mrs 

titularly exciting because Lording will fly equal legs 
at Mascot before leaving 
for Queensland, where we'll be flying a new type in the race. 

"We will be taking a 
good supply of food 
because I eat most of the 
time I'm flying." said Mrs 
Arnold. 

Neither of these enthu-
•- • -alma has a "flyinr 

Eighty teams, Including 
only four teams of women, 
will compete in atingle. 
engine aircraft. 

. "We had several phone 
conferences about the de-
signs and we make regular 
flying visits to each other," 

they will compete in the 
Warana air race. 

The race, over a 1.2O0-
mile course from Brisbane 
to Mackay and return. will 

be held tomorrow and Sun. 
day in conjunction with the 
Warana Festival. 

The Sydney Morning Herald, Friday, Oct. 4, 1968 

of aircraft and this is t e 
first time the race has been 
held," said Mrs Arnold. 

Mrs Lording came to 
Sydney early this week to 
familiarise herself with the 
aircraft. 

"We will be the only in-terstate women's entry in 
the race." she said. 

Their striking outfits, 
silver pants with military. 
style jackets and match-
ing gloves and boots, were 
designed by Mrs Arnold. 

husband. 
'Sul they don't mind - 

iLigizn;vtils us." said Mrs 
Lardi g. 

"Both of us have taken 
our husbands interstate on 
business trips. 
• Picture, Page 8. 

FLYING MUMS TAKE OFF FOR BRISBANE AIR RACE 
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TWO flying mothers — Rosemary Arnold (right), Australia's only woman 

helicopter pilot, with navigator Judy Lording leave Mascot to compete in 
on air reliability trial. Rosemary has lour children and Judy is a mother of 
three. The air trial h to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the Newcastle 
Aero Club. More than 100 light planes are expected to compete in the trial. 

Hanging on to their "flying Mum" hails at Kingsford Smith Airport yesterday are Mrs Rosemary Arnold, of Sylvania 

(left), and Mm Judy Lording of Brisbane. Mrs Arnold, w ho has four children, and Mrs Lording, the mother of three, 

were on their way to Brisbane to compete in the 1,200-mile Warana Air Race, (Report, page 14.) 

Aviation Expo 
promotes 

light aircraf t 
Royal Newcastle Aero Club had 

shown vision in organising Aviation 
Expo 68 which brought before the 
public the important place which civil 
aviation had M Australia, the Minister 
for Defence (Mr. Fairhall) said yester-

day. 

He was opening Expo 
68 at Rutherford on the 
club's 40th birthday. 

One traffic officer said 
there were 3000 motor veh-
icles either in the aero-
drome or lined up for about 
a mile on either side of the 
highway. 

Club officials estimated 
the attendance as high as 
10.1100. 

The Minister for Trans-
port (Mr. Morris). who was 
to have taken part in the 
official opening ceremony, 
was caught in the heavy 
traffic and arrived at the 
end of the ceremony. 

Yesterday morniog strong 
wind looked likely to prevent 
a display. 

some parachute *Mau 
caught in the wind finished 
among parked cant. Later, as 
many as six at a time leapt 
Crain planes above the airfield 
and guided their coloured 
parachutes to designed lending 
spots 

Officials said smoke haze 
over Bankstown aerodrome 
bad again affected the expo 
by preventing a number of 
efettpetilore in the Rothmans 
air reliability invitations' trial 
appearing. 

The trial was conducted In 
two sections. 

Commercial Pflob' trial was 
wort by Ross Jukes (Cess-
nook) from Mrs. Rosemary 
Arnold and •Mrs. Judy Lord-
ing. 

Robert Owen Framtorthl 

won the private pilou' section 
from Mrs. Mane Richardson 
(Camden) and K. Hilton-is 
(Gouiburn). 

The ormniser (Mr. I. 
Blair) described the expo as 
one of the most successful air 
shows to have been held in 
the State. 

Despite adverse conditions 
in dn six-day event there had 
been nn svecVSc attendance of 
140 al a symposium. 



WAM 
—ma Ahura«, Friday, Merck 29, 'felt 

WO EN PILOTS TO 
HOLD CONVENTION 

Women pilots will arrive in their own light aircraft from all parts 
of Australia and Tasmania this week for the annual convention of the 
Australian Women Pilots' Association, beginning on Friday. 
A busy schedule awaits 

delegates—many will be 
accompanied by their 
husbands—attending the 
conference, which was 
last held In Adelaide five 

yetI s tili?. open with a 
Meeting Of the Federal 
executive on Friday 
afternoon at the Pier 
Hotel, Oleneig Etter
which member, will meet 
for a buffet dinner before 
the annual general meet-
ing 

On Saturday morning 
an early start will be —Mg Advantage, fee., Merck 30, 1968, 
made by the pilots taking 
part Ina reliability trial 
at Parafield aerodrome, 
and in the afternoon a 
'landing on the spot" 
competition will be held. 

Sir Donald Anderson, 
the director-general of 
Civil Aviation, will arrive 
from Melbourne to pre-
sent the trophies and be 
the guest speaker at the 
annual dinner at the Pier 
Hotel In the evening. 

Hostess 
The visitors will relax 

on Sunday at the coun-
try home at Second Val-
ley of Mrs. William 
Wright, who will be -
teas at an all-day ba 
cue. 

Among the big contin-
gent of interstate dele-
gates will be the Federal 
president. Mrs. M. V. 
ftlather. of Canterbury, 
Victoria, who will arrive 
on Friday with Miss 
Freda Thompson, of 
South Yarra--she was 
the first Australian 
woman to fly solo from 
England to Australia. 

TThhe founder pf the as-
sociation, Mrs. Charles 
Walton, of St. Ives. NSW 
— one of Australia's 
pioneer women pilots. she 
with formerly Miss Nancy 
Bird—will arrive for the 
general meeting. For her 
it will be a brief over-
night stay as the follow-
ing day she is leaving on 
an overseas trip. 

Another pioneer 
woman pilot, Mrs. Peg 
Freiman, of Kenmore, 
Queensland, will touch 

down in her own air-
craft on Thursday, as 
will Mrs. C. B. McLeod, 
of Newmarket. Queens-
land, and Miss Beryl 
Young, of Brisbane, the 
winner of the Nancy 
Bird Walton trophy last 
year. 

Arriving 
The Federal vice-presi-

dent, Miss Olga Tarling, 
of Stafford Heights, one 
Pt the two women air 
traffic controllers in Aus-
tralia. will be another 
arriving from Quensland 
in her own aircraft. 

In her small Tiger 
Moth, Mrs. O. Altkin. ac-
companied by Mr. Altkln, 
will come from her home 
at Prairie, Victoria, and 
for fellow Victorian dele-
gate. Mrs. E. McGindle, 
of Tomsk, who is the 
Federal treasurer, it will 
be her Cessna 182 as a 
means of transport. She 

S>11
aeconinanied 

•Siibso a. 
members of the sow-

clatton'a SA branch will 
include the president, 
Mrs. Wtlllam Millward; 

the secretary. Miss Nancy 
Cooper: the treasurer, 
Mrs. Graham Treloar; 
and Mesdames L. B. 
Farr. J. A. LePage. L. J. 
Milligan, A- E. Spicer. 
Harold Tiver. A. S. 
Trowbridge, B. H. 
Wheeler, William Wright, 
Misses Kathleen Suther-
land. Ann Borchelt and 
Barbara Howe, 

Fite News, Monday, March 25, 1968—

PILOTS HERE ON L 
FLYING VISIT j PILOTS HERE FOR 

MEETING 

- There. no better way of 
arriving for a fliers' eon. 
ferenre then by sir. So 
Jennifer Tidey (left) and 
Judith Watchorn (centrel 
flew by Cessna 172 
from Tasmania to Ade-
laide yesterday for the 
Australian Women Pilots' 
Association annual meet. 
ing. They were greeted 
at Parafield Aerodrome 
by Mrs. June Nellinn.
Pilots' Convention. Pere 

10. 

—tta Adverttser, Monday, April 1, MIS. 

S.A. Women Pilots Win
Reliability Trial 
An SA crew won 

annual reliability trio 
The winners were Miss 

Barbara Rowe (pilot) and 
Mrs. 8ue Saunders (navi-
gator) on • course which 
took the seven competing 
tight aircraft over Two 
Wells and Lyndoch. 

The runners-up were 

the Australian Women Pilots' Association 
conducted from Paranoid at the week-end. 
Misses Beryl Young and Mrs. Elizabeth WIllsallen, 
Olga Thralls, of Queens- of NSW. 
land. Ten aircraft were to 

Third place went to Vie- have taken ' part in the 
tartans Mrs. Elva Raper trial, but dust-storms in 
and Mrs. Beverley Mc- southern NSW prevented 
Oindle, and the spot- three of the crews from 
landing prize was won by flying their planes to 
  Adelaide in time. 

One aircraft to miss the 
event in this way was pil-
oted by • flying doctor 
from North Queensland. 

However, the retiring 
Federal president (Mrs. 
Esther Mather) said that 
conditions on the course 
had been "good trial 
weather." 

The woman pilot of the 
year was named as Mrs. 
Sue Folks, one of whose 
feats was a record-break-
ing flight from Sydney to 
Perth a year ago. 

Mrs. Polka, from WA, Is
the new Federal president. 

Next year's trial will be 
held In Tasmania for the 
first time. 

— — - — 

Women 
pilots' 
dinner 

..A buffet dinner, 
sandwiched between 
meetings, Is part of the 
busy schedule for 
women pilots who ar-
rived in Adelaide today, 
for the annual conven-
tion of the Australian 
thin. 

It 13 opening this af-
ternoon with a meeting 
of the Federal executive 
at the Pier Hotel Glen. 
alga which will be fol-
lowed by a buffet din-
ner there, before the 
annual general meet-
ing. 

Welcomed 
They will be welcomed 

at the dinner by the 
president of the SA 
branch of the associa-
tionsA. Mrs. William Mill-

Other South Aus-
tralian members wel-
coming the visitors will 
Include the secretary, 
Miss Nancy Cooper, the 
treasurer, Mrs, Graham 
Treloar, Mrs. Eric 
Wheeler—she is helping 
with the planning of 
the reliability trial to 
be held at Parafield air-
field tomorrow — and 
Miss Kathleen Suther-
land, the publicity offi-
cer.

Among the big con-
tingent of interstate 
delegates attending will 
be the retiring Federal 
president, Mrs: M. V. 
Mather, of Canterbury, 
Victoria the vice-presi-
dent, Miss Olga Tarling, 
of Brisbane, and com-
mittee members, Mrs. 
J. C. Buckland and 
Mrs. E. McGindle, also 
of Victoria. 

Other arrivals from 
Victoria include Mes-
dames D. J. Dennis, J. 
P. Robinson. and in a 
party from NSW are 
Mesdames J. A. Harris, 
H. O. Arnold, and 
Arthur Leebold. 

Mrs. Rosemary de Pierres (left) and Mrs. Rosemary Arnold, at 
Adelaide airport lost night. 

Women pilots from 
throughout Australia are 
arriving in Adelaide for 
the annual general meet-
ing of the Australian Wo-
men Pilots' Association 
which begins today. 

The only woman heli-
copter pilot In Australia 
Mrs. Rosemary Arnold, of 
Sydney, was among those 
who arrived yesterday. 

Mrs. Arnold, who also 
holds a commercial heli-
copter pilot's licence, is 
the mother of a 14-year-
old son and three daugh-
ters aged 13, 11 and seven. 

She has been flying for 
six years. 

Mrs. Rosemary de 
Plerres, of West Yorkra-
trine, WA, also arrived 
yreteday. 

-Th.  Advertiser, SA, Mitch 10, 1961. 

Mr. de Plerres, who has 
a 20-year-old eon and two 
daughters aged 17 and 
seven, has also been flying
six 'Tur

Elbeand  her husband 
operate a flying school in 

PILOTS' CONVENTION 
Beauty cases, handbags and make-up 

uprses were in the luggage of pilots from 
all over Australia who flew In to Parafield 
Aerodrome and Adelaide Airport yesterday. 

Vnueual 
a pilot? 

Not at all. The pilots In 
question are all members 
of the Australian Women 
Pilots' Association who are 
in Adelaide for their an-
nual general meeting, 
which was held last night. 

About 80 pilots were ex-
pected to attend but some 
were delayed because of 
unfavorable weather con-
ditions.

The Federal president 
(Mrs Esther Mather, of man, Mrs. M. Taylor, Mrs. 
Melbourne) presided over P. Barlow. Mrs. Judy 
the meeting. Lording. Miss Beryl Young 

Today 10 pilot-navigator and Mm. D. McLeod, all of 
teams will compete in a Queensland. 
reliability trial of 140 NSW pilot Mrs. Marie 
nautical miles. Richardson piloted Mrs. P. 

Cs-
will be held at the Pier vanagh and Miss June 
Hotel, °tenet" Perry 

After the trial a dinner Barnes, Miss Grace Ca-

in her aircraft from 
Members and their hue_ Sydney.

bands will attend the Mrs. Irene Hooper, Mrs. 
presentaiton dinner at Arum Hatfield and Min 
which the Director- Irene Hooper are among 
General of the Civil WA visitors who arrived 
Avistlon 
tate neas. a - 1.46.• d j.yri 

, Depe,rtfIdenr t with shaulass. Peta v,Dwvey and 

son) will present the sn- Phu, ay many or toe 
nual Nancy Bird Walton visiting pilots will partici-
trophy to the most out- paartie toon Aanscleghstp-seerinlpng 
standing woman pilot In r aaand 

Australia. Ayers Rock, before return-

Mrs. Walton, one of 
ing home. 

equipment for the Commonwealth De-

partment of Health in Ho-
bart. She has been flying 
for three years. 

Miss Tidey. the naviga-
tor, has held a student 
pilot's licence for 12 
months. 

Mrs. Rosemary Arnold, 
Australia's only woman 
helicopter pilot, of Sydney. 
is among thaw visiting 
from other States with 
Miss Sandra Horan, of 
Melbourne, Mrs. P. Kel-

Australia's foremost w0- Ssw--4•--••""-•"-------- - 
men pilot pioneers, had to 
return home to Sydney to 
prepare for an overseas 
trip this morning 

veteran pilot Mies Fre-
da Thompson flew from 
Melbourne yesterday. 

She was welcomed by 
SA State president (Mrs. 
Elaine Millward). 

mrs. htiaiward and 
her committee are hos-
tesses to the visiting wo-
men pilots. 

Among the visitors who 
arrived yesterday after-
noon were Misses Judith 
Watchorn and Jennifer 
Tilley, both of Tasmania.  

They left Tasmania on I 
Wednesday in a four-sea-
ter Cessna 112. 

"We had no trouble ' crossing Bass Strait." Mlas
Tilley said, "and we i 
stopped off at Mount 
Gambier, Kingston B-It I 
and Tailem Bend before, 
arriving in Adelaide. 

Miss Watchorn, who i 
flew the Cessna, Is a ,
technical assistant with I 



She is a helicopter pilot, a fine pistol shot, a model, 
dressmaker, water skier, and mother of four. She 
likes .sneed i.71 tho nil- n rid thn

Telephone 
5l 601 1 
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Student pilot Cheryl Bell, 20, of Mayfield, 

hopes to become a commercial pilot or a flying 
instructor. 

Cheryl, who Is a library, clerk, has been a student 
pilot for three months. sod will make her Rest fob 
night soon. 

In addition to flying lessons at the Royal Newcastle 
Acre Cleb of Rutherford, Cheryl studies navigation, air 
frames, engines, meteorology and the theory of flight 
at a technical college. 

Her Instructor, the elult president, Mr. Bob Russe0, 
ss cheryi was his 400th piton — ands good one. 
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SHE WANTS 
TO BE 

A PILOT 

ming At 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 28, 1968 

VICEREGAL 
Their Excellencies the Gov. 

crnor-Gencral and the Lady 
Ceeey •nterteined member* of tee 
Australian Women's Pilots AS30. 
elation at Government House on 
Saturday evening. 

Lady Lloyd Jones left Gov-
ernment House on Saturday 
morning. 

His Honour Mr Justice and 
Mrs R. Blackburn, and Mr and 
Mre C. F. Walton arrived at 
Government House on Saturday 
and left on Sunday. Mrs M. V. 
Mather and Mr and Mrs L. L. 
Macpherson also left on Sunday 
morning. 

lb The S.M.H. Women's Section, Thurs., Rov. 28, 1968 

Inspiration 
in the air 
When Edith Dizon, 
Journalist from the 

Philippines, is faced 
with a story that she 
finds difficult to write, 
she climbs into the 
cockpit of a Beech-
craft and goes for a 
flight. 

"It helps me to take a 
plane and fly around," 
she explained. "The per-
spective's much clearer 
up there." 

Mrs Dizon, who is a 
widow with six children 
between the ages of ID 
and 26, is a correspon-
dent for the Philippines 
News Service, for which 
she covers aviation as 
well as cultural and 
human interests subjects. 

She took up flying, she 
said, as therapy when one 
of her sons died. She is 
an organist, and gives 
concerts in Manilla. She 
also takes an active in-
terest in a home for 
homeless children in the 
Philippines. 

Which explains the 

three subjects on which 
oh. writ.. for the new. 
service. 

She has been visitini 
her 17-year-old daughte 
Joy, a Rotary exchange 
scholar, in Bright, Vic 
toria, and spent two day 
in Sydney before leavini 
for home today. 
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MRS. CHARLES WALTON, of St. Ives, and 
Mrs. Bill Killen, of Narrabri, who lunched at 
the Summit yestbrday to discuss final plans fcr 
the Flying High Committee's Cup Day 1968 

which will be held at Randwick Racecourse. 

Flying 
high on 
Cup day-
THE New South Wales- Air Ambulance 

Service will chalk up two "firsts" with 

their lunch at Randwick Racecoursc on 

Melbourne Cup Day. 

The lunch will be 4Thhto raulisaehefuensdesrvfloere, tihe ehhApi-r 
the newly formed Fly- me to have 200 guests at 
ing High Committee's the lunch. 
flrst money-raiser and The president (Mrs. Bill 
it's being held against Killen) flew to Sydney 
the backdrop of the from Mollee, Narrabri, yea-

first race meeting Mayy to attend a lunch 

ever at Randy/ink on 
ciaitt twnehiachummli Restaurant 

e 
Melbourne Cup Day.

n s 
were 

 for  dt ih 
Randwick  lunch 

s 
pla

The Committee, set up cuasheed, 
 . T $10 tickets will in-

clude lunch, tickets and a 
car badge for the Mem-
bers' Enclosure. 

Cheques should be sent 
to the Air Ambulance Ap-
pepaalmaecarrireeteahly. ,9M3-10sso5PhQllulapy-

Street, Sydney. 

The Air Ambulance has 
been of untold service to 
country people since its 
launching 19 months ago. 

Already it has carried 
2788 patients in 968 flights 
—521 patients being carried 
on special or emergency 
flights.

Headed by Sir Kenneth 
Street as president and 
Mr. C. A. Butler, as chair-
man, an appeal for funds 
was commenced in 1963, 
but It was 1966 before there 
was sufficient money to 
purchase the first plane. 

Foes r-stretctacr 
The plane, a Beechcraft 

Queen Mr B.80 was flown 
from America and fitted 
oat a.s a four-stretcher 
ambulance by De Havilland 
Pty. Ltd. 

As well as four stretcher 
patients, it can carry three 
sitting patients. 

One of the five trained 
nursing sisters which the 
Ambulance Transport Ser-
vice Board employs, ac-
companies each flight. 

The plane L on call 24 
hours a day, seven days a 
week and both pilots and 
sisters must be prepared 
for a 90-minute take-off. 

The State is divided into 
five sections and the plane 
calls on need, at. these 
districts twice weekly.. 
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SUGAR BIRD! 
By BOB HOBMAN 

— AVIATION NEVIS, Ottle19si, 1963 

tl

O 

"Early Birds," an autobiography by one of the 
best known early "birds" of them all, Captain Horde 
Miller (above), was launched so a cocktail party held 
in BMA'S new Perth passenger terminal, Yorkshire 
House, 194 St George's Tee. 

About 100 guests. in- of the co-founders of Mae-
eluding ropossentael v e • Robertson Miller Airlines 
from the Government, in 1927. Hie flying career 
and from industry and began during World War 
aviation, as well as mem- 1 and he has been flying 
ben of the Miller family consistently ever since. 
attended the function. 

Mr Horace Clive Miller, ("Early Birds" was re-

a sprightly Frg, was one A2~2d Ill  6B9 ikit 1239A. 
— Ed.) 
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SIZE FLIES OUT OF THE BLUE IN I IER 

TINY RED AND WHITE AIRCRAFT 
BRINGING SUGAR-COATED PILLS TO 

THOUSANDS OF ABORIGINAL CHILDREN 

6 NEW IDEA. I7/8/68 

What's happening in 
woman's 

I • 

2. 
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SHE is blonde, pretty, 26 
years old, and something 

of a phenomenon in the 
northern bushland of Aus-
tralia. 

Robin Elizabeth Miller is 
a nursing sister. But to 
hundreds of Aboriginals on 
settlements, missions and 
stations in the remotest 
corner of West Australia she 
is the "sugar bird lady". 

She is called this because 
she drops out of the sky and 
pops into thousands of 
Aboriginal mouths sugar 
cubes soaked with pink 
Sabin anti-poliomyelitis vac-
cine. 

To outpost settlements and 
stations in the vast region 
(almost 500,000 square miles) 
of the north-west and Kim-
berley', her little red and 
white single-engined plane is 
becoming more familiar than 
supply aircraft. 

Immunising (Or polio-
myelitis In the vast outback 
for the West Australian Gov-
ernment, Robin Miller this 
year will fly her Moonee 
6500 miles. 

Sho hoc to iMMUltilla 16565 
than 20,000 people. 

As well, she looks for 
symptoms of the eye disease 
trachoma, examines hun-
dreds of feet for signs' of 
hookworm, and injects hun-
dreds of babies for diph-
theria, whooping cough and 
tetanus. 

Two years ago Robin ap-
proached the West Austra-
lian Department of Health 
and asked: 

"Do you have a Job for 
nurse who refuses to be 
separated from her plane?" 

The answer was h grateful 
"Yes." 

Many would wonder why 
Robin has taken on this job. 
It's financially unrewarding, 
exhausting and lonely. But 
to Robin, material rewards 
aren't what she wants, 

"Happiness Is being able 
to do what you want-d oing 
something worthwhile and 
not necessarily for reward." 
she. said. 

"Money isn't' important. 
That's why I am doing this 
job," she says. 

The Government pays her 
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Carola Fritzsche (left) and pilot Anne Carter unpack their clothes and camping gear 

from the Cessna after their 3,340-toile flying holiday in outbock Australia 



a flat rate of 15 cents a 
mile for her aircraft. 

It cost 51500 10 months 
ago and with her normal 
slater's pay will take four 
years to pay off. 

Robin's mother is author-
ess Mary Durack (Kings in 
Grass Castles) and spokes-
man for the pastoral clan 
whose forebears pioneered 
the north. 

Her father is Captain 
Berrie Miller — the presi-
dent of MacRobertson Miller 
Airlines, which his daughter 
once tried to join as a pilot—
but mainly for a joke, she 
explained. 

Her commercial pilot's 
licence qualifies her to 
tender for a position as cap-
tain of an airliner. 

Robin Miller is outspoken 
about the West Australian 
Government's program to 
assimilate and care for its 
10,000 Aboriginals on 183 
settlements s ca t t ere d 
throughout the 980,000 
square mile State. 

"The Government health 
service needs a certain 
amount of reorganisation," 
she says. 

"In lots of instances the 
Government is giving hand-
outs to Aboriginals in cir-
cumstances where it would 
be better to give advice. 

"The Government defi-
nitely needs to show more 
interest in its Aboriginal 
population." 

One of her main concerns 
is the increasing seriousness 
of the eye disease trachoma. 

"The trachoma problem is 
serious and needs taking in 
hand." she said. 

"Until a specific drive is 
undertaken it won't be eradi-
cated." 

Trachoma is highly in-
fectious corneal ulceration of 
the eyes. Children are 
susceptible. 

Some cases are self-
curable, but it is aggravated 
by sand and dust. It is 
extremely painful and causes 
blindness. 

I watched Robin at work 
one week at the Forrest 
River Mission. She chocked 
the nose-wheel of her 
Moonee at the end of the 
bumpy airstrip, locked it as 

t o
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a careful housewife does a 
car when shopping, and set 
out to walk a dusty mile to 
the mission. 

She immunised 120 Aborigi-
nals with Sabin and injected 
seven babies against whoop-
ing cough, diphtheria and 
tetanus. 

"Which children have sore 
eyes?" Robin asked the 
group of smiling youngsters 
—still sucking on their 
Sabin-loaded sugar cubes. 

"Bung eye!" a bunch of 
them yelled in unison. 

Every child lined up 
—That is bad. You must 

take drops every day," she 
said again and again. 

"No. You're all right," she 
told one. 

And the little boy was 

S at 

visibly disappointed. He was 
the only one of the mission's 
38 school-age children whose 
eyes showed no trace of the-
disease. 

Robin Miller suffers the 
same frustration as the hun-
dreds of dedicated people in 
the Australian bush working 
for meagre reward, working 
for the advancement of a 
primitive people. 

"I have seen so much that 
needs doing," she said. 

"Leprosy, for example, is 

bad. 
"It has been estimated 

that one in every nine people 
in the north-west either 
suffers from leprosy or has 
had it. 

"Actually there is a team 
from Perth preparing a study 

UNLIMITED! 

LEFT: Sister 
Robin Miller 
checks her aircraft 
before taking off 
from Wyndham 
for the Forrest 
River Mission. 
BELOW: The slender 
blonde, 26-year-old 
sister at work. 
Here she examines 
a young Aboriginal 
boy for the 
dreaded viral eye 
disease trachoma. 

ti

of leprosy in the northern 
areas and it's about time, 
too. 

"There is such a lot of 
work to be done. 

"Aboriginals are living in 
bad conditions, which is al-
most totally responsible for 
all their diseases and their 
low immunity. 

"Native Affairs (the West 
Australian Government's 
Aboriginal welfare agency) 
is doing its best. 

"But really I don't think 
most of its staff know what 
they are doing. They have 
no special training and 
generally are only capable or 

Please turn to Page 43 
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qualified to hand out rations," 
she said. 

Since she began the Sabin 
vaccine rounds last year, 
Robin Miner claims that she 
has met only two people—
both middle-aged women on 
missions—who were actually 
upgrading the living and 
education standards of their 
Aboriginal charges. 

"They made them appre-
ciate what cleanliness means. 

"They have taught mothers 
to dress their children pro-
perly and have even intro-
duced baby competitions. 

"The Aboriginal mothers 
now are demanding washing-
machines and electric irons 
on the settlements." 

Robin Miller can, and does, 
draw enormous satisfaction 
from reaction and the early 
results of the Sabin vaccine. 

She dispenses an average 
of 1400 doses a week and, 
staying overnight at remote 
settlements, she is often 
awakened by "some old 
fellow who was in the bush 
during the clinic and missed 
out on his dose." 

The stations will be visited 
twice, but missions and 
settlements three times on 
three separate programs this 
year. 

Communal living produces 
an automatic exchange of 
the immunisation properties 
of the vaccine — at stations, 
in particular. 

Because of the small dif-
ference of immunisation per-
centage between the second 
and third doses, it is not 
considered worthwhile to 
give station people more than 
two. 

One dose gives an average 
85 per cent immunisation; 
two doses, 94 per cent, and 
three doses, 96 per cent. 

"You know, I was told by 
doctors in the south that 
Aboriginals weren't suscept-
ible to poliomyelitis. But 
that isn't true," said Robin. 

"They are enormously 
susceptible. It's just that 
their communities are too re-
mote for it to be recognised. 

"When I began the im-
munisation program I was 
surprised at how aware the 
Aboriginals were of what 
polio is like," she said. 

"In Broome an Aboriginal's 
legs were badly withered. He 
must have had it since he 
was about 14. 

"He was a great help to 
me because I could use him 
to show others what polio 
was like. 

"But lots of others remem-
bered that their relatives had 
similar afflictions." 

Aboriginals are possessed 
with a fine telepathic sense 
which accurately informs 
them of impending visits to 
their far-flung settlements. 

And long before a Euro-
pean's eyes or ears detect 

ADVENTURE 1: Two girls . . . a plane . . . and a tent 
The bushman got out of his Land 
Rover, pushed his battered hat to the 
bock of his head and grinned at us. 
"Two girls in on aeropkine," he 
drawled. "But where's the pilot?" 

Iris welcome to OutbacksvMe was 
The outback people are used to seeing and fiyma 
fight aircraft—but they're not used to seeing two 
aty girls drop out of the sky. 

Carols Frit:ache and I were on a three-week 
air safari holiday in Central Australia, Western 
Queandand and outback New South Wales. We flew 
3,340 miles over moth of Australia which has 
no roads yet and may never get them 

Carols is a tracer in a drafting office 
rm a flying instructor and aviation education 
officer with Rex Aviation. 

We began planning an air safari holiday to 
the outback soon after I got back from my mad 
mr•verans-airerak race with Jack Murray and 
Evan Green. (Margaret Kentley and I flew round 
Australia in eight days, pacing Jack and Evan in 
their Morris 1100.) 

My boss, Miles King, agreed that I could 
take VH-DST, the Cessna Skylane in which I paced 
the two drivers and which 4 flew in last year's 
Powder Puff Derby for women pilots in the U.S. 

Our flight plan read fate magic. Broken Hill, 
Andamooka Opal Fields,- Alen Rock, Hermanns-
burg Mission, Alice Springs, Brunette Downs, Mt. 
Ise, longreach. Augatbelh, Charleville. Cimna-
mulls, Brewarrina, Walgett, Collarenebri, Wee 
Was and—Sydney. 

At Broken Hill, Miss Morris, principal of the 
School of the Air, invited me to to "class" 
of about 100 children, scattered over an area of 
half a million ware miles. The children lad lots 
of questions to ask, and our talk lasted an hour. 

Sony miles north-weat of "The Hill̂  we 

landed on Brian and Ann Trebly's sheep property, 
184 square miles in area. No telephone—just two-
way radio—eiectricily from windmills and 40 miles 
from the nearest store. 

Next highlight of our safari was &visit to 
Andamooka Opal Fields in central South Austrafia. 
From the air, ifs a maze of tracks, white mounds 
and tin sheds. 

About 800 minas of many nationalities five 
on these opal fields. With a $10 claim registration 
and all infinite amount of hope, they gouge the 
earth daily in search of instant wealth. 

Mr and Mrs Doug Fuller live on a 500-
square-mile cattle property 136 miles north-west 
of Oodnada tie; they've lived in the Centre since 
1933. 

By ANNE CARTER 

In his unhurried way, Doug told in of 112-
degree temperatures in (which is why they 
have air-conditioning); of the increasing dingo 
menace-1,000 cattle were killed by dingoes on 
an adjoining property during the pest year. 

"But one of the big problems," Dong Fuller 
said, "is that the country is being opened up too 
quickly. Fdty cars pass the property every day 
on the way to and from Alice Springs!" 

We flew on, round the Olgas and to Ayers 
Rock_ The usually brown country was incredibly 
beautiful because the abnormal rains bad carpeted 
it with wildflowers. 

Sixty miles further on we landed at Hermanns-
burg Mission. About 800 Aborigines and 50 white 
people, including seven schoolteachers, a secretary 
and a hygiene officer live at the mission. 

In Alice Springs we tied the Cessna down and, 
for a change of perspective, hired a Land Rova-
and drove for 240 miles to Mmpson's Gap, Stan-
My Chasm and Enery Gorge. 

We saw herds of wild donkeys, flocks of bud-
gerigars, black cockatoos and pigeons. And we 
met 24 Aboriginal stockmen bringing 100 wild 
scrub cattle to the stockyards. The Aborigines 
womenfolk had bulk wadies of brandies along the 
stock route and at these camps the men were 
drying tobacco made of pitchie-ritchie leaves 

Back to Alice Springs, then on — by air 
again — to the famous Brunette Downs, which is 
owned by King Ranch of America and covers 
3,500,000 saes. We had dinner with the three 
single girls who work there as bookkeeper, hospital 
sister and typist- The girls enjoy the casual life, 
bas they do have a few disadvantages- Clothing is 

by catalogue and the saddler cuts their hair. 
At Mount Ise, we were invited to inspect the 

mine workings and changed into protective clothing 
in a building called Kings Cross. We also had an 
exciting day at the metal rodeo. 

Our time was running out, and we bad to 
press on through the winalerful hospitality of Long-
reach, then Augatbella, where we stayed four days 
with Mary' and Ralph Mitchell. 

We dropped in at Collarenebri and met Dr 
Kalokerinos, who gave ss medicine for opal mining 
at Coober Pedy and "struck a patch." He drove 
us to Lightning Ridge where we inspected the opal 
mines and met many of the miners. 

To complete the contrasts of Australia, we 
returned via Wee Was, centre of a thriving cotton 
industry. We landed on the airstrip owned by Phil 
Kniesley, an American cotton-grower who has 
tented happily here with his wife and three children. 
We went by crop duster on a tour of one of the 
five cotton gin. 

for the last time on the safari, I lifted 
tisr into the air and we headed for Sydney. At 
Seamans aerodrome, walking over the tarmac —
but still on a magic carpet — we met mmyy boss. 

"Gilay," he greeted. "Been 1" 
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the presence of a tiny air-
craft they begin to gather to 
greet the smiling blonde 
nurse with her little white 
coolite box of refrigerated 
vaccine and sturdy brown 
case of serums, hypodermic 
needles, eye drops, bandages 
and vitamin tablets. 

Robin Miller is a nurse, a 
humanitarian — and a re-
markable girl. 

She is also a pilot — an 
aviatrix of no mean repute, 
who, in six years of flying, 
including solos across the 
Pacific and from Europe to 
Australia this year, has only 
had one accident. 

It was last year during the 
Sabin rounds at Nullagine, 
750 miles north of Perth, that 
she brought her aircraft 
into the mission in a fierce 
storm. 

Flying almost blind, she 
eased the little plane on to 
the rough, tufted strip and 
was taxiing to the end when 
a wing hit a tree. 

Robin Miller sat on the un-
damaged wing and cried. 

"I was so glad there was 
nobody there to see me," she 
said. 

"I was mortified. That's 
the trouble with owning your 
own plane. You Pave to be 
so particular. It becomes 
personal — a great friend." 

The Nullagine Mission visit 
was five days from Perth. 

She dragged out the air-
craft manual and established 
that the damage was safely 
away from the main wing 
strut. 

She set to work with 
towels, bandages and sticking 
plaster to patch the hole. 

Five days later the patch 
was still holding when she 
landed at Perth. 

Department of Civil Avia-
tion officials were justifiably 
horrified at the sightl 

For a time last year Robin 
acted as relief pilot for 
the West Australian Flying 
Doctor Service while waiting 
for the "wet" to end to allow 
her to fly her Sabin vaccine 
into the north-west. N 

In town clinics and in the 
outback she shuns the tradi-
tional austere nurses' garb 
and, instead, goes to work in 
simple, colorful dr ses. 

The matron Of ham 
Hospital, Miss Meg eese-
man, who, whenever she can, 
accompanies Robin Miller on 
a visit to a settlement, is • 
full of admiration for her.

"Her nursing ability is :1 
astonishing," she said. 

"She is absolutely devoted, • 
an extremely capable pilot,
sometimes outspoken — but 
a wonderful girl." 

That's Robin Miller — in 
love with life and in love 
with her little plane. 

NEW IDEA, 17/8/68 43 
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THE FLYING HOUSEWIFE 
BACK AGAIN When Mrs Betty Miller stepped from 

the cockpit of a light plane at Sydney Air-
port on Friday she appeared as unruffled as 
a woman who had just been for a spin in the 
family car. 

3rd trip 
to Aust. 

In fact Mrs Miller, 42, America's 

Flying Housewife, had just completed the 

last leg of her third trans-Pacific flight 

since 1963. 

A handful of well-
wishera, mostly Aua-
trallan women pilots 
greeted Mrs Miller and 

MRS BETTY MILLER 

her co-pilot Mrs Con-
nie Wolf as they made 
a copybook landing in 
a sleek Cessna aircraft. 

After hugs and hand-
shakes Mrs Miller 
pulled . her coat tightly 
about her to stave off 
a biting wind and said, 
almost off - handedly, 
"I'd love a cup of cot-

Lucky mascot 
The reason for Mrs 

Miller's flight from San 
Francisco to Sydney —
to ferry a Cessna air-
craft here for Nation-
wide Air Services of 
Canberra — was vastly 
different from her first 
trans-Pacific flight in 
May, 1969. 

In that year Mrs 
Miller set off from Cali-
fornia In her small, 
twin - engined Piper 
Apache aircraft alone 
except for her good luck 
mascot, a fuzzy-haired 
doll called Dammit. 

takes It In turns with 
her husband, who man-
ages a flying school in 
Santa Monica, Califor-
nia, to ferry new alr-

craft to their buyers to 
various parts of the 
world. 

Mrs Miller will stay 
In Sydney for a few 

days before flying back 
to the U.S. — this time 
as a passenger on an 
international jet air-
liner. 

Jet return 
Her destination was 

Brisbane, which she 
reached without inci-
dent to become the first 
woman Pilot to fly solo 
from the U.S. to Aus-
tralia, 

She made her second 
flight to Australia last, 
September. 

Mrs Miller said she' 

They're up, up, and 
TWO remarkable 

women flew 

themselves into Syd-

ney on Friday. 

They are Mrs. 
Charles (Chuck) J. 
Miller, of Sant a 
Monica, California, 
and Mrs. Alfred Wolf, 
of Pennsylvania, who 
arrived in a light twin-
englna Cessna. 

"Two days before we left 
Oakland, California, I had 
no Idea I was coming," said 
Mrs. Wolf, making her first 
visit to Australia. 

"I only see Mrs. Miller 
about twice a year at meet-
ings of the Women's Ad-
visory Committee on Avia-
tion in America. 

"She called me up the 
other day to say she was 
ferrying • plane to Syd-
ney, but her co-pilot had 
dropped out at the teat 
minute. 

"I was delighted to take 
her place as co-pilot, stew-
ard, stewardess quip-
ped Mrs. Wolf 

Ace flyer 
Mra. Miller delivered the 

4-seater Cessna to an air 
service company here yes-
terday, making this her 
fifth crossing of the Pa-
cific to Sydney, 

"Mrs. Miller was the first 
woman pilot to fly the Pa-
cific solo five Years ago," 
enthused Mrs. Wolf. "She's 
an ace flyer and a marvel-
lous nay ator." 

When s e's not ferrying 
lanes around the world 
r, darer" 

g a flying school 

away.. 
"Then bad weather lilt 

us, or we would have been 
here two days ago." 

Because of the date-line 
• Mrs. Wolf celebrated her 

birthday twice over on the 
Hight. 

"We had champagne two 
days running," said Mrs. 
Wolf who at 09 Is full of 
youthful enthusiasm. 

She is married to Gen-
eral Alfred Wolf of the 
United States Air Force 
(retired) and has been fly-
ing for 39 years. 

Like Mrs. Miller, Mrs. 
Wolf has a claim to fame. 

She Is a "ballockatic" and 
holds the world duration 
record of 41 hours, being 
the longest time a woman 
has stayed "sky high" in a 
balloon. 

MRS CHARLES J. MILLER . . . fifth 
of the Pacific to Sydney. 

crossing 

her husband. "The flight here we 
Last year she was placed according to plan until 

second in the Powder Puff got to Brisbane," explal 
Derby women's air race ed Mrs. Miller, who 
across America with Ault- cause of this trip was u 

ra t 
we 
n -

be-

Walsh. Q1.94 Teriuffis frffinitte,t0 ,.9(4419, 44--Der" Brisbane. 

Record 
She set up this record In 

1961 after hearing of two 

world record. 
claiming a 

"I did it for fun really,' 
said Mrs. Wolf, "because 
I'm not a competitive per-
son but I reckoned one 
capitalist could take two 
Communist any day! 

"The whole thing caused 
quite an ado because I was 
missing for hours on end," 
said Mrs. Wolf. 

"There's only one thing 
wrong with ballooning—It's 
about the most expensive 

sp°Mrtrst.heWroelf
iL-

had her own 
balloon made to set up her 
duration record which "coat 
a small fortune." 

"The balloonlatelub I be-
long to lent Mike Todd a 
balloonortold nt 

in 
ake ao Around 

the w 
added Mrs. Wolf. 

Mrs Alfred L. Wolf, 
of Philadelphia, who has 
a passion for going up in 
a balloon, dropped down 
on Sydney for a couple 
days last week. But not 
in her balloon. 

She arrived in a Cessna, 
as co-pilot with Mrs C. J. 
(Betty) Miller, who was de-
livering the plane from Cali-
fornia to • customer in 
Sydney. 

Mrs Wolf has been flying 
for 39 years. She started 
because her husband. a 
lawyer, was also a plot. 
She took up ballooning It takes 
(hydrogen). "the old-fash- so inflate a 
toned gas-bag" as she calls hours of I 
it, in 1951 and in 1961 Wolf, so 
established a world duration plenty of fn 
record for free ballooning She said 
when she stayed up thing abou 
41 hours. her is the c 

Her husband has only the only d 
once gone ballooning with in the world 
her. Mrs W. 

"He hates it," she said. golden-color 
"He's absolutely scared which is nn 
to death. He calls the land- cotton lined 
ins a controlled crash." a licensed 

The Wolfs live on what number N 
used to be a small farm, The "W" 
but it is now given over to to me," she 
game — pheasant, grouse, I call it ar 
woodcock. They have two thrift the 
planes, a Cessna 1705, no! That's • 
which has a tail wheel that But Roan 
makes it easy to use in continent in 
rough terrain, and a Seabee, basket stied 
an amphibian, old 

Mrs Wolf has her own 
gloonenhydr ss, no

balloon, which is housed in Wolf. ft's 
the barn — "it used to be marvellous 
a squash court until we got world. 
too old to play." "Al 

There are only two nicetoso,'h 
h4 

have 
women balloonatics in the over all oche 
United States, Le. using world — I 
hydrogen balloons. ("Hot- worth," 

The sky's 
/taut ferent "ti 

olf. "It' 

air halloo 

W
—like goi 
a blowtoi 

Mrs W. 
small one 
feet, but ( 
000 in g: 
every time 
it. 

Her hos 
Air Force 
to Wiesba 
during lin 
Mrs Wolf 
her Piper 
and forth 
ballooning 
terdam and 
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Girl in 3,000-mile air safai 
A Sydney girl took off 

this week on a 
three-week safari into 
central Australia to plot 
new holiday routes for. 
light aircraft owners. 

The girl, Anne Carter, 
22, Is a flight instructor and 
education officer with Rex 
Aviation Ltd., at Banks-
town Aerodrome. 

Accompanied by another 

woman pilot she will fly 
3,000 mum through 
Queensland, South Aus-
tralia and outback N.S,W. 
in a Cessna 192. 

The plane is the one in 
which Miss Carter beat 
"Gelignite" lack Murray by 
9 hours 5 minutes in a 
round-Australia race be-
tween a car and a plane 
earlier this year. 

Miss Carter flew the 
plane In last year's 

American Powder Puff 
Derby, la iniernationsl 
women's air race. 
She won a "leg" of the 

race and became the fi rst 
non-American woman ever 
to do so. 

Miss Carter said she was 
making her trip partly as a 
holiday and also to find out-
of-the-way places for people 
who owned aeroplanes to 
fly to. 

"People fly to Alice 

Springs, Ayers Rock and or 
and down the coast but they 
stick pretty well to the 
straight and narrow," Miss 
Carter said, 

Fuel problem 
Ma Carter has been fly-

ing since she was 16, 
"There are about 3,000 

light planes in Australia to-
day but many people don't 

malts enough use of them," 
she said. 

"I would like to do a 
little trail-blazing and find 
some new places for people 
to fly to. 

"You have to be well-
prepared for a trip like this. 

"The pilot must know the 
condition of the strips, he 
will land on. Dirt strips in 
the country sometimes get 
very soft in places after the 
rain and you have to be 
careful. This applies to 
''" d-470.1" gam 
ewe that there b fuel 
available where you are 
going and that once you 
have landed the plane 
you will have enough 
runway to get It op I. the 
air again. 

'I am going to the °psi 
fie ds at Andamooka in 
South Australia, 

"I don't know If there is 
any accommodation there 
yet. We might have to 
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S Olga Tarfing, left, and Beryl Young. 
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3 LEAD 
AIR RACE 

lr  day. — Three 
planes today were 
leading in the Powder 
Puff Derby from Cali-
fornia to Geoigia. 

The race, with 76 
planes piloted by 
women, la over 2,469 
miles and includes two 
Australian entries. 

The leaders today 
were between the 
Texas towns of El 
Paso and Corpus 
Christi, the two man-
datory stops in the 
race.—A.A.P. 

EW YORK, Sun-

"THEY simply had to be the female of 
their species," said Gwen ("Starkie") 

Caldwell, laughing, when she saw the 
kangaroo mascots two Australian women 
pilots carried under their arms the night they 
left Sydney for the US. to compete in the 
Powder Put Derby. 

The two women were Beryl Young, com-
mercial pilot with a Queensland aircraft 
company, and Olga Tatting, en air-trafic 
controller et Brisbane Airport. They will 
fly a single-engined Piper Cherokee Arrow, 
entered officially in the race by the Aus-
tralian Women Pilots' Auociation, over a 
2500-mile rode across the southern States 
of the US. 

The official name for the Powder Puff 
Derby, en international race that has been 
held annually for more than 21 years, is the 
All Women's Transcontinental Air Race. 

It was originally organised by the Nimety-
Nines, the international society of women 
air pilots founded by Amelia Earhart in 
1929. 

The first thing Olga and Beryl asked, 
when presented with their mascot kangaroos 
at the farewell reception given them the 
night before they left, was, "How much do 
they weigh?" 

But the weight problem must have been 
solved, because they both assured us they 

DAILY TELEGRAPH, WEDHESudIP,'! WIN !it *MR 

CLOSE TO  LINE
HONORS 

Australia's entrants in 
she all woman Powder-
.if Derby missed line 
iota at the Savannah, 
irgia, finish by only 12 
,lutes yesterday. 

Beryl Young and Olga 
ruing, of Queensland, 
tiled down at the end 
the 2500-mile cross-

auntry air race atter 
`mericans Shirley Fadel 

Aker and tile Mae 
anaselL 
, ad weather caused 
oc among most of the 

.ther planes In the field 
of 75. 

around speeds will de-
termine winners of the 
tour-day race. 

officials said they ex-
ited to determine the 
Timers late today, 

The Sun, Tuesday, July 9, 1968 

Aussie pilots 

NEW YORK, 
Mon- second day.—The first three of 

75 planes completed 
h 

cross-country air race to-
day. 

te Powder Puff Derby 

They arrived in 
Savannah. Georgia. 

A line of thunder-
storms, however, forced 
others to halt at Bir-
mingham, Alabama. 

Australians Beryl 
Young and Olga Tar-
ling, of Queensland, 
were second to touch 
down, 

Winners in the four-
day, 2,500-mile race 
will be announced to-
morrow. 

were going to prop the ram up behind 
them in their plane to bring them lurk. 

Olga, an attractive redhead. who will ant 
as co-pilot to Beryl. said she had taken parr 
in the Derby last year with an American 
woman. As the experience was still fri,h
in her mind, she felt it would hr of great 
help in this year's rare, which srarts 
Saturday, July 6. 

"Starkie," who is alectionately remem-
bered by the many thousands of Wraafi 
she commanded during World liar If. 
one of the founders of the Australian 

Women Association. She was 
awarded the OBE in last month's honors list 
for her services to aviation. 

She said she would be kept busy for weeks 
answering the hundreds of letters from all 
over Australia she had received after the 
announcement. 

'They came from people in all walks of 
life, even from people I had never met but 
who told me they had followed my career 
over the yens and wanted to tell me how 
glad they were about the honor 1 had been 
awarded. 

"How did I feel? It was a warm and 

wonderful feeling and a lot of happiness to 
know that perhaps 1 have accomplished a 
little out of the things I have attempted in 

my life." 
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OUR AIR GIRLS 
FINISH 45th 

Australian Associated Free, 

NEW YORK, Thursday. Australia's 
entrants in the Powder Puff Derby finished 45th 
today in a field of 76. 

The Australians, Beryl was Sown ores a 2.509-
Young and Olga Tartiog, mile course from Van 
flew in a Piper Arrow. Nays, California, to Sae-

They were the only annals, Georgia. 
foreign entrants in the race. Sixty-eight of the 76 en-

trants finished the course. 
The results were based on 

The winners were Mar- a system of time handicaps 
garet Mend and Billie Her- set by a race committee 
sin in a Reliance. which tested one model of 

Ilse annual cross-conn. each type of aircraft en-
try event for women pilots tered. 

Solo flight 

Special effects man setting up shot slit,, worighysll 
model pirate vessels In the Isgo7 al Visitors' 
Center, Univereal City Studios. • 
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Olga Tarling and the ' Powder Puff Derby '—
Miss Tarling and her team mate, Miss Beryl Young, are 
representing Australia in the famous air race this month. 
Miss Tarling wrote some notes on her career for us before 
leaving for the United States in June Page 8 

Olga Tarling 
and the `Powder Puff Derby' 

Early in the morning of July 6 at Van Nuys Airport, Los Angeles, 
California, two Australian women pilots, Miss Olga Tarling and Miss 
Beryl Young will warm up their Piper Arrow for the start of the 1968 
All Women's Trans-Continental Air Race—the ' Powder Puff Derby'. 

Participation in this famous event is a high point in an already 
distinguished aviation career for Miss Tarling—Australia's first woman 
Air Traffic Controller. Miss Tarling has held a Commercial Pilot Licence 
since 1957 and is currently stationed with ATC at Brisbane Airport. 

' It all began', said Miss Tarling, ' back 
in 1948 when, as a teletype operator with 
the Department in a little shack on Garbutt 
Airfield, Townsville, I first gazed out at an 
aeroplane and immediately fell under its 
spell '. 

A first attempt to join the Aero Club 
was met by raised eyebrows and some oppo-
sition, but Miss Tarling soon convinced the 
management of her desire to learn to fly. 
Her introduction to the Tiger Moth was to 
have mixed blessings—each flight in those 
first few hours resulted in violent illness. 
Flying lessons at $7 an hour made substan-
tial inroads into her fortnightly pay packet 
but she priced everything according to its 
value in flying time. Her favourite garb was 
a white shirt, a battered pair of blue jeans 
and a leather flying helmet with goggles. 

Despite all her difficulties she went solo 
in 10 hours. 

Later she gained her private licence and 
in 1967 she received her commercial licence. 
Miss Tarling then worked as a co-pilot/ radio 
operator on a small feeder service in Vic-
toria, which ceased operations however in 
1969. 

After a brief spell in the ' dull and unin-
spiring' world of business Miss Tarling 
noticed a Department of Civil Aviation 
advertisement seeking trainee Air Traffic 
Controllers, The advertisement omitted to 
mention that ' only males need apply'. She 
applied, was tested, accepted and joined 
No. 9 ATC Course with fifteen men in 1959. 

Miss Tarling was initiated into the previ-
ously all-male world of ATC at Essendon 
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Miss Tarling pictured before leaving 
for the U.S.A. 

Airport and now, after nine years in the 
field she ' would not change the situation for 
any other'. 

Early in her career she joined the Aus-
tralian Women Pilots' Association — now 
400 strong—and later the International 
Organisation of Women Pilots. An all-
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• Two leading Australian women pilots have left Sydney to compete in America's 
annual Powder Puff Derby. 

They are Olga Taring, a DCA air traffic controller at Brisbane Airport, and 
Beryl Young, a commercial pilot with a Queenalcred aircraft company. 

The oldest and longest annual stir classic for women, the 1968 Powder Puff Derby 
will be foam over a 2469-mile course across the Southern States of the U,S. 

The Australian entrants are flying as the official team of the Australian Women 
Pilots' Association. 

To allow the AWPA to field a team this year, Ansett General Aviation Pty Ltd, 
Bankstown, is providing a Piper Cherokee Arrow aircraft free of charge for the 
team. 

3. 
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CIRCULATION 

4,600 

off, District Committee Members and Community Leaders throughout N.S.W. 

)N AIR AMBULANCE SERVICE IS A YEAR OLD 
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hens, 
noaro treasurer, inn m. A. !WIC and 
Secretary-Inspector Mr. W. Kelly attended 
the function. 

During the parade of bloodstock, Mr. 
John Inglis gave a descriptive commentary. 

(Continued Page 3) 
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On March 24, the N.S.W. Air Ambulance Service was a year old 
and in That period the aircraft made 622 flights, carrying 1,459 

routine patients and 319 special patients. 
Summing up impressions gained during 

the first 12 months, Sister E. Fisher, who 
heads the four-member nursing team and 
has been with the Service since its inception, 
told Service Call that acceptance of the 
Service continues to grow. 

"I cannot speak too highly of the co-
operation and friendliness extended by Am-
bulance Superintendents and Officers to 
sisters and aircrew," she said. 

"The Air Ambulance has become a 
familiar sight in most parts of N.S.W. and 
is greatly appreciated by patients and rela-
tives." 

She said that members of the staff also 
felt that the Service provided a strong link 
between the city and country Districts. 

While the number of routine patients 
carried during March decreased by 24, the 
number of special patients brought to Syd-
ney remained steady at 30. 

On March 6, a four days' old baby boy 
from Wellington, who had been born prema-
turely, was flown from Dubbo aerodrome. 
The infant, who was the survivor of twins, 
was heavily jaundiced. He weighed only 
three lb at the time of the flight. He trave - 
led in the plane's humidicrib and tolerated 
the trip well. The infant was taken to Royal 
Alexandra Hospital for Children. 

The next day, a two-year-old boy with 
oesophageal varlees and a heart condition 
was picked op at Canowindra. The child, 
who was very BI, was given oxygen during 
transit. In spite of his condition, the boy 
slept most of the flight. He was also taken 
to the Royal Alexandra Hospital for Chil-
dren. 

tlk t 1/44•110; 
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A black colt by the French-bred stallion, Adamastor, Is paraded before a section of 
the large crowd which attended the WIdden "Open Das." 

On March 8, a I4-year-old boy suffering 
severe head injuries was picked up from 
Coonamble and flown to Sydney. The boy 
had been involved in a head-on collision. 
He was critically ill. The patient, who was 
semi-conscious, was given intravenous 
fluids and oxygen during the flight, which 
he tolerated well, his condition remaining 
unchanged during transit. He was taken to 
the Royal North Shore Hospital. 

On the same day, an adult suffering from 
renal obstruction was picked up at Coffs 
Harbour. The patient had a comfortable 
flight. No special treatment was needed 
during the trip. He was taken to the Con-
cord Repatriation General Hospital. 

Begs Child 
On March 3, the Air Ambulance flew 

to Bega to pick up an eight-day-old baby 
girl suffering from acute respiratory infec-
tion. The baby went to the Royal Alexandra 
Hospital for Children. 

On March 16, a 58-year-old man with 
congestive cardiac failure was put on board 
at Forbes, The patient was very ill and 
needed oxygen throughout the flight. He 
went to the Page Chest Pavilion, Royal 
Prince Alfred Hospital. 

The next day, the Air Ambulance flew 
to Moruya aerodrome, where it picked up 
a 67-year-old Bateman's Bay man with a 
leaking aortic aneurism. The patient, who 
was extremely ill, had been in considerable 
pain and had been sedated prior to take-off. 
He had serum albumin during the flight and 
was taken to Sydney Hospital. 

(Continued Page 2) 

On Sick List 
Service Call's Honorary Medi-
cal Editor, Dr, L. W. Wing, 
has been seriously ill, follow-
ing a heart attack suffered 

early in March. 
After being hospitalised, he returned 

home, but later was returned to the Royal 
Prince Alfred Hospital for further care. 

Even though he is by no means one hun-
dred per cent, Dr. Wing has found the time 
and energy to write an interesting account 
of ambulance transport, as personally ex-
perienced by him on two occasions (see 
Page 4). 

Service Call feels sure that readers of his 
well written and witty medical articles will 
wish him a quick return to health. 
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Woman's angle 

Two to fly 
for Aust 

MELBOURNE, Tuesday. 
--Queenslenders Olga Tar-
ling and Beryl Young today 
won selection as Australia's 
two-woman team for the 
Powderpuff Derby across 
the Untied States in July. 

The two Brisbane women 
recorded the fastest time its 
a 124 miles air race from 
Moorabbin airport beating 
teams from N.SW., Vic-
toria. South Australia and 
Tasmania. • 

The Sun, Friday, June 14, 1968 

WOMEN 
PILOTS 

IN RACE 
Two of Australia's 

leading women pilots 
will compete on Tues-
day in America's Pow-
der Puff Derby. 

Oise Tailing, a D.C.A. 
air traffic controller at 
Brisbane airport, and Beryl 
Young. a commercial pilot 
with a Queensland air-
craft company, will repre-
sent the Australian Women 
Pilot's Association in the 
event. 

They were chosen after a 
"fly-off" in Melbourne in 
which each State wan rep-
resented. 

The oldest and longest 
annual air classic for 
women, this year's Derby 
la expected to be the bit-

Ent Ill ItShiStall. 

Gesture 
With a starting field of 

100 aircraft and 195 women 
pilots, it will be flown over 
a 2,469 mile course across 
the southern States of the 
US. 

Anaett General Aviation 
Pty. Ltd., of Bankstown, has 
provided a Piper Cherokee 
Arrow aircraft free of coat 
for the Australian team 
while in America. 

The plane can reach • 
speed of 160 m.p.h. 

IN 
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Beryl Varna . charter alter. 

Olga Toriing . oft traffic controller. 

CHALLENGERS FOR AIR 
TROPHY 

THIS year for the first time the Australian 
Women Pilots' Association has decided 

to sponsor a team to take place in an inter-
national air race. 

Leaving Sydney tomor-
row for the American 
All-Women Trans-Contin-
ental Air Race are Olga 
Tarling and Beryl Young, 
both from Brisbane. 

Olga and Beryl earned 
the right to represent Aus-
tralian women pilots when 
they won an interstate air 
competition held recently 
in Victoria. 
Nancy Bird Trophy, which 
is awarded annually to the 
woman who has done 
most for aviation in Aus-
tralia. 

She gained the award 
for piloting survey air-
craft over the Solomon is-
lands for the United Nat-
ions, and for similar work 
carried out for the 
C.S.I.R.O. 

- There is a tremendous 
future for girls in avia-
tion," said Beryl, who in-
tends getting her licence to 
fly jets when she returns 
from the United States. 

Both girls know what 
they are talking about, es 
Beryl is a charter pilot in 
Queensland and Olga 

A touch of 
psychedelic 

works as an air traffic con-
troller with D.C.A. 

Don't picture the girls 
as two Amy Johnson 
type!, In helmets and 
goggles. 

They will wear non-
crushable jersey dresses in 
gay psychedelic colours, 
with matching hea d 
scarves whilst they fly in 
the race which is from 
Los Angeles, California, to 
Savannah, Georgia — a 
distance of about 2,500 
miles. 

The girls will fly it 
Piper Cherokee Arrow, 
single-engine, low-wing 
aircraft. 

Olga competed private-
ly in the race last year 
with an American co-pilot 
but bad weather ground-• 
ed their plane when only: 
300 miles along the g 
course. 

Clutching kangaroo and koala mascots, Miss Olga Tarling (left) and Miss 
Beryl Young, both of Brisbane, smile farewell at Kingsford Smith Airport 
yesterday before leaving to compete in America's annual women's air race, 

the Powder Puff Derby. 

The Sun, Monday, June 17, 1969 

The Sun, Tuesday, June 18, 1968 

GIRLS IN 
AIR RACE 

AN attractive redhead 
will rapreaent Australia 

in the American Powder 
Puff Derby. 

She is Olga Tailing, of 
Stafford Heights, Queens-
land. 

Olga, air navigator, and 
her pilot, Beryl Young, of 
New Farm, Brisbane, ar-
rived in Sydney yesterday. 

They left for San Fran-
cisco this afternoon, 

The Powder Puff Derby 
is an annual 2,500-mile race 
for airwomen of all nation-
alities. 

WOMEN PILOTS LEAVE 
FOR POWDER PUFF DERBY 
Two Australian women 

pilots left Sydney yester-
day by Qantas to com-
pete in America's annual 
women's international air 
race, the Powder Puff 
Derby. 

They are Miss Beryl 
Young, of Brisbane, a com-
mercial pilot with a Queens-
land aircraft company, and 
Miss Olga Tarling, a 
D.C.A. air traffic controller 
at Brisbane Airport. 

Miss Young will be in 
command of the Australian 
plane which has been en- a 2,468-mile route across 

4,4

st

oared officially in the air 
race by the Australian 
Women Pilots Association. 

They will be competing 
in a single-engined Piper 
Cherokee Arrow, the use of 
which has been arranged by 
Piper's Australian agents, 
Ansett General Aviation 
Pty. Ltd. 

The Powder Puff Derby 
is the oldest and longest 
air race for women in the 
U.S. 
It has been held annually 

for more than 21 years over 

the southern states of Ame-
rica. 

The race is flown under 
visual flight conditions only, 
which means instrument 
(blind) flying conditions in 
bad weather is banned. 

The two women pilots 
said at Kingsford Smith 
Airport they were hopeful 
of being among the place. 
getters in this year's event, 

Miss Tatting said she had 
flown as co-pilot in last 
year's derby with a U.S. 
woman pilot, Mrs Betty 
Miller, of Los Angeles. 

The Sydney Morning Herald, Wed., June 19, 1968 
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AUST. GIRLS FOR 
U.S. AIR RACE 

Two leading women pilots left Sydney last 
night for the United States to take part in 
the annual "Powder Puff Derby." 

THE Derby, which begins 
on July 6, is a 2600-

mile air race across the 
southern States of America 
—for women flyers only. 

Competitors set out from 
Los Angeles and fly to 
Savannah, Georgia, on the 
East Coast, 

Australia's entrants are 
Be
pilot r  I  l 

Young, 
wlth a Queensland' a 

mmniereial

aircraft company, and her 
co-pilot, Olga Tarling, a 
DCA traffic controller  at 
Brisbane airport. 

They will fly a single-

engined Piper Cherokee 
Arrow which they will pick 
uo in Los Angeles. 

More than 100 aircraft 
are expected to compete. 

IN 



The Sun, Wednesday, June 5, 1968 

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA 
The Queen has made 

the following awards, 
other than knighthoods, in 
the Commonwealth of 
Australia section of her 
Birthday Honours. 

O.B.E. (Officer) 
Ian James Wynn Bisset, 

Assistant Secretary. Dept• 
of Education and Science. 

George Garrett Burnt. 
don, M.B., B.S.. Cronulla, 
N.S.W., services to the 
physically handicapped. . 

Mrs Amy Gwendoline 
Caldwell, Point Piper. 
N.S.W.. services to aviation. 

la es MO Brahma Cele, 

The Sydney Morning Herald, Set, June 8, 1968 
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NINE E. SUB. 
RESIDENTS 
HONOURED 

Tribute was paid by Wool-
lahra Council aldermen to 
the nine men and one woman 
mentioned in the Queen's 
Birthday Honours and 
Awards at its meeting on 
Monday night. 

One alderman said the people 
of Woollahra should feel greatly 
honoured that such a large 
number of residents of the area 
hod received this wonderful 

honour from the Queen. 
The awards included one knighthood, two 

C.M.G.'s, six O.B.E.'s and one C.B.E. 
Those awarded were: 

• Colonel George Grafton Lees Stening, Kt., 
Bellevue Hill. A noted Sydney gynaecologi-

, cal surgeon, former lecturer in the subject, 
he became a specialist gynaecologist for 
the Repatriation General Hospital in 1964. 

• John Colquhoun Belisario (C.B.E. Ed., M.D.,
Ch.M.), C.M.G., Bellevue Hill. For services 
to dermatology. 

• Mrs. Amy Gwendoline Caldwell, O.B.E., 
Point Piper. For services to aviation. 

• Stefan Haag, 0.B.E., Darling Point. For 
services to the arts. 

• Rupert Rushby Rudder, O.B.E., Vaucluse. 
For services to dairying. 

• Lance Adrian Scandrett, O.B.E., Bellevue 
Hill. For community services. 

• Abram Landa, C.M.G., Vaucluse, Agent-
General, London. 

• Matthew John O'Neill, C.B.E., Darling 
Point. For community services. 

• Major Arthur John Sandford Cotter (Ed.), 
O.B.E., Woollahra. For community services. 

• Thomas Yeates Nelson (M.B., Ch.M.), 
O.B.E., Double Bay. For services to medi-
cine. 

`Derby' girl is 
back 

POWDER Puff Derby winner 
Christina Henderson (pictured) 

returned to Sydney today from the 
United States with her elaborate 
trophy. 
Christine, 22, won last 

years International section of 
the contest for women pilots 
—held in America. 

She had only 400 flying 
I hours' experience when she 
entered the rook 

The Sun, Thursday, June 20, 1968 

TICKET 
TO 
LONDON 

A proud 
veteran' 
AVIATRIX Mrs 

Nancy Bird Walton 
win compete against 
some of the world's most 
daring airwomen when 
she flies in the United 
Kingdom's National Air 
Race at Goodwood on 
Saturdsy. 

She'll fly with six Melir 
bers of the famous Ninety 
Nine Club. 

Nancy Bird faces for-
midable opposition with 
club secretary Sheila Scott, 
airline captain Gillian 
Cazalet and Janet Fergu-
son, who ferried three 
Beagle aircraft to Austra-
lia tor the Flying Doctor 
Service, as well as com-
petitors from Portugal 
and Holland. 

The race in which she 
will compete will be run 
over three laps of approxi. 
mately 20 miles each 
around eve separate 
points and she hopes to 
use either a De Hennaed 
vintage Tiger Moth or 
an up-to-date modern air-
craft. 

She prefers the Tiger as 
she says it will team up 
a vintage aircraft with a 
vintage pilot." 
If she wins she will be 

the first Australian woman 

pilot to have her name in-
scribed on the trophy. 

Nancy's daughter Tweed, 
who is married to Dr 
Peter Holman, here to ob-
tain his F.R.C.S., gave 
birth ten days ago to a 
baby boy who is to be 
christened Scott Frederick. 
—MARGOT MACRAE. 

"I had to compete 
against some women 
pilots with 20,000 hour? 
flying experience," Chris-
tine said at Sydney Air-
port. 

She said she would now 
try to organise an Austra-
lian Powder Puff Derby. 

Lure for 
pilots 

"Overseas pilots would 
love to take part In it," 
Christine said. 

She suggested a route be. 
tween Brisbane and Ade-
laide. 

Christine was met at the 
airport by her parents, Mr 
and Mrs M. G. Henderson, 
of Adelaide. 

The family left for Ade-
laide soon after Christine's 
arrival in Sydney. 

I 
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FIRST GRIFFITH WOMAN TO 
GAIN PRIVATE PILOT'S 

LICENCE 
Mrs. Denise Walker, a teacher at the Griffith 

High School, recently became the first woman 
from Griffith to _gain her private pilot's licence 
through the Griffith Aero Club. 

Denise began flying at the end of 1965 under 
the instruction of C.F.I. Peter Coventry, and did 
all her training in a Victa. She is now continuing 
her training for an acrobatic endorsement. 
,INNIMIINNINNI,•••••••••••ININ .••••••••••••••••INI~MNI,•••••••4 

The Sun, Friday, June 23, 1967 
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Woman's angle 

Flew straight 
into a new 

career lay xv

WHEN stenographer Diane Watson (pictured) was 
taken by a friend one weekend for a flip in a plane, 

she started a new career. 
Till then she had 

a secretarial posi-
tion in Trangie. 

"It was like magic. 
I resolved there and 
then to make flying 
instead of typing my 
career," Diane said. 

That was a few years 
ago — now Diane is the 
only flying instructress at 
the Royal Aero Club of 
N.S.W., at Bankstown. 

"It costs the best part 
of $900 to get a com-
mercial licence, so I 
saved up very hard for a 
couple of years," she 
said. 

"It meant doing with-
out, hut for flying it was 
worthwhile." 

At first she trained for 
her private licence, but 
this meant she could 
only use flying as a 
hobby. 

This wasn't good 
enough for Diane, who 
wanted to be a profes-
sional aviatrix, 

B UT it was not until 
March 30 this year that 
Diane received her In-
structor's rating. 

"Flying is always a 
thrill, but I think the 
greatest 'thrill' I get is 
with a very new learner." 
she laughed. 

"1 never panic when 

IN A MAN'S 
WORLD 

I'm in the air. I seem to 
save up my nerves for 
when I'm on the ground. 

"It would be stupid 
to show a student you 
were nervous about his 
flying. 

"But I receive an 
enormous amount of 
satisfaction from in-
structing. 

"Unfortunately some 
of the men I instruct are 
prejudiced against 
women teachers. 

"They're not con-
vinced that flying is a 
woman's job. 

"Some of them look 
quite apprehensive when 
they find their instructor 
is a woman. But during 
the course we become 
good friends." 

The average age of 
men learners is 24 or 25. 

"Some are about 40, 
but they're only learning 
to fly for a hobby. The 
young men hope to be 
commercial airline 
pilots," she said. 

When she's not in-
structing, Diane's on the 
lookout for excitement 
in the air. 

"I Just love aero-
batics," she said. 

'This is a time when 

you really feel you're 
flying. 

"Aerobatics teach you 
better co-ordination, 
too." 

SO far Diane 
hasn't had one girl to 
teach. 

Would she like to in-
struct girls? 

"I don't mind whether 
my students are men or 
women. It would be a 
change to teach a girl," 
she replied. 

"Girls usually take up 
flying for a hobby. 
There's relatively few 
openings for them in 
Australia. 

"Domestic airlines 
don't take on women 
pilots, But this is not the 
case in Russia," she said. 

"I hear that in the 
Soviet Union they have 
women commercial air-
line pilots." 

Diane enjoys flying all 
light aircraft, but Chip-
munks are her favour-
ites. 

"You have more fun 
and do more actual fly-
ing in light aircraft 
rather than in big 'mons-
ters,'" she said. 

"I suppose I'll just try 
to mark up more flying 
hours, and then see what 
happens. At present I 
have 390." 

Monday, June 
,1f Spric-q cet oRrlorl

COLUMN 
AIRFLOGGEN FRAU-
LEINS. For abstruse 
reasons, the Women 
Pilots' Association, 
through Its journal, Is 
trying to Interest mem-
bers In dog German. It 
gives some examplest 

Aircraft: filegenwagon. 

Crop-duster: fliegen-
wagon mit der holinder 
buttum vor puffed der 
poopauder Ruder. 

Control column: 
chenpuilen schtik. 

Pilot: tallschwingen 
puschenpollen werker. 

First solos trlenen 
gebackonner graund mit-
taut kraschen. 

Po!" 

-VINE'S musical direc• 
N tor Geoff Harvey Is 

switching channels 
temporarily tomorrow to 
appear on Hazel Phillips' 
"Girl Talk" show. 

As well as being the 
owner of the most talk-
ed-about "hooter" in 
Sydney, Geoff is also a 
skilled pilot. So is Hazel, 
of course . . . she won 

HAZEL PHILLIPS 

her wings a few weeks 
back. 

And to celebrate pass-
ing her test, she' throw-

ing a "flying party" 
tomorrow and inviting 
sonic of her pilot mates 
along. 

Among her guests will 
be singer Col Joye, who 
is also a keen aviator. 

Hazel, who has been 
described by her instruc-
tor as "an above average 
fl ier," started learning 
only this year. 

DAILY TELEGRAPH, MONDAY, JULY 3, 1967 

Blonde flyer 
near tears 
SHEILA SCOTT, blonde, 

record round-the-world 
woman pilot, returned to 

London near 
to tears on 
S a t ur day 
night after be-
ing forced to 
abandon an 
attempt to 
be at Amy 
1 o h n son's 
London to 
Cape Town 
solo record. 

T h e 30-
year-old for-

mer actress had covered 
1850 of the 7800 miles in 
her Piper Comanche, and 
was at Benghazi when she 
learned that flights over 
Chad (Central A f ric at 
were banned because of 
political trouble there. 

"But this isn't the end." 
Sheila said. 

"I will keep on try Ma 
until I succeed." 

!( 

THE SUN-HERALD, JULY , 30, .1967 

AIR SOLO 
RECORD 

LONDON. Sat. (A.A.P.-
Reuter).—Lone fl ier Sheila 
Scott broke the solo fl ight 
record between London and 
Capetown by four hours 13 
minutes 21 seconds, it was 
announced today. 

Her three-day fl ight 
earlier this month broke the 
record set up by Amy John-
son in 1936. 

She flew the same Piper 
Comanche she used in her 
solo fl ight round the world 
last year. 

DAILY TELEGRAPH, 'MONDAY, JULY 10, 1967 

WOMAN FLIER SETS 
NEW SOLO RECORD 
CAPE TOWN, Sun. — 

Lone British flier Sheila 
Scott today smashed the 
London-Cape Town solo 
flight record set up by 
Amy Johnson 31 yeat  ago. 

The 38-year-old nde 
pilot completed the -.7000 
mile flight in the unof-
ficial time of three days, 
two hours, 52 minutes. 
This breaks Amy Johnson's 
record by three hours and 
30 minutes. 

The Sydney Morning Herald, Thursday, August 3, 1967 

Sheila Scott 
LONDON.—World record 

woman pilot Sheila Scott, 
39, touched down at Lon-
don Airport on Tuesday 
night after a "terrifying,
drama-filled fl ight of 7,500 
miles to secure another 
record. 

She became the first woman 
to fl y solo from Cape-
town to London. 

She covered the journey in 
two days 19 hours and. 56 
minutes in her Pier 
Commanche single-engine 
aircraft. 
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4'1 if 

I don't like 
danger, says 
lone pilot 
Sheila Scott 

SHEILA SCOTT 

ON THURSDAY Miss Sheila Scott sets off alone in a tiny, single-
engine plane to try to beat the three-day London to Cape Town solo 
record set up in 1936 by her heroine, Amy Johnson. 

Sir Francis Chichester was bad enough for comfort-loving layabouts like 
myself. There was something shameful about lounging around the telly, gaping 
vacantly at an old-age 
pensioner being assaulted 
by the elements. 

Now 45-year-old Miss 
Scott is going to make ua 
feel guilty all over again. 

Already, only six years 
after taking up flying, this 
female Chichester has made 
a record-breaking round-
the-world solo flight. Her 
extremely uncomfortable 
8,000-mile Jaunt to South 
Africa will probably allow 
her even less sleep than the 
four hours a night she 
averaged around the world. 
And when she comes home 
she then plans to fly round 
the world yet again—this 
time over the North and 
South Poles. 

It would be easier to under-
stand M^-66 Scott's apparent 
masochism if she expected it to 
earn her a fortune. 

BEAUTIFUL 
But she doesn't. Indeed she 

says she is still paying off the 
several -thousand -pound   debts 
she incurred over her round-
the-world flight. 

" I'll be paying for the rest 
of my life," she said at her 
London flat. " I've got no money, 
so I have to be sponsored. 

"I've had hell since I landed. 
It's been sheer heartbreak 
behind the scenes. I was doing 
anything this winter to pay off 
the debts, from lecturing to 
opening a travel agency. I 
didn't have one weekend off, 
including Christmas Day. 

"I reached screaming pitch. 
People don't realise the torture 
I've lived through. I even gave 
up Eying to save the plane I 
love. But at least the aircraft 
belongs to me. And it's over 
now, so why think about the 
bitterness ? 

She explains her passion for 
flying quite simply : There are 
a million reasons why ?mu do lt, 
his. when you Cr. ove. It's 
exceedingly beautiful.. The
colours. the feel of the aircraft, 
9Pt different every tittle you go 
up. And the sensations, the 
sense of smell, are heightened. 

TERRIFIED 
"In modern life we've got 

distractions, but you get. com-
plete, pure concentration up 
there." 

There were certainly distrac-
tions as we talked. 

The telephone seemed to 
Shriek Incessantly. Her secre-
tary nett

 tUties "TA`elit7,4 
to 

‘t. 
miss Scott became increasingly 

agitated. kicking her shoes off, 
writhing restlessly on the sofa, 
chain - smoking, clasping her 
head In her hands every now 
and then, and insisting that 
she couldn't concentrate. 

"I'm thrilled to be back in 
the air, to get away from this 
ghastly grou.ndwork." she said. 

I get awfully bad-tempered 
when I've been an the ground 

by JOHN GRAHAM 
for a long time. This last 
winter's 'peen awful, 

"I love to have •my friends 
around me, but pa-t of the day 
I have to be alone. It's a 
strange mixture. Sometimes 
when I'm flying I long to get 
down, but when I am I can't 
wait to get up again. 

" On a world flight the first 
few days everything starts to 
hurt, Then you get one stage 
further and you don't care 
about this physical discomfort. 
You learn to live day by day. 
You can't think about yester-
day's map or tomorrow. If you 
do then it's certain death." 

Like most brave people, 
Sheila Scott la quick to adroit 
to fear. 

"The pure challenge comes 
into It," she said, "but it's not 
just conquering fear that makes 
me do it. I don't like danger. 
I'm terrified in a car on the 
roads. I hate to roar through 
London at speed. 

• i couldn't climb a mountain. 
to it's not that I like the 
challenge of fear. And I 
couldn't stand on tap of Beachy 
Head and look down. It would 
drag me over." 

INFECTIOUS 
Like others who continually 

gamble with death, she is 
superstitious. She has a special 
mascot, Buckteeth the Rabbit, 
whose idiotic smirk is infectious 
enough to make her smile even 
when she is really terrified. 

Whenever she is racing she 
Insists that the aircraft should 
carry the name of her own 
plane, Myth. And halt of her 
"secret " emblem is made up of 
her sign of the Zodiac, Taurus. 

She says she always reads 
her horoscope and, like Donald 
Campbell, believes in lucky 
numbers, cards, and colours. 

"Donald was a friend of 
mine," she said. "He helped 
me a Great deal. AbOut 18 
months aen We were talking 
abOlat tin worm nista aria lie 
was very worried about me. 
Little did we think it would be 
he who was killed. We both 
thought it would be me. 

"But we both felt the same 
thing—if we had got to be 
killed, we'd rather be killed 
quickly  and trying to break a 
record . 

" When my fuel tanks burst 
over the Pacific I discovered 
this death intuition. I was 
hideously frightened. The thing 
I'm frightened of is being hurt, 
not death at all. I'd INS 
decAperacely rishc• ,, cci stranded, hurt, on cop of a 
mountain. 

"You know that you can get, 
killed and you have to decide 
whether it merits the risk or 
not. But there's no doubt about 
it, there is something that 
looks after me in the sky. 

"I believe in something, but 
I'm not religious in the 
ordinary sense of the word. All 
I know is that I am never alone 
in the air. Certain things have 

ats-\ to Vol err G- 

SHEILA SCOTT 

AIMS AT RECORD 
Sheila Scott, 39, who flew solo 

round the world last year, took off 
from Heathrow Airport yesterday 
on a 7,800-mile flight to South 
Africa in the single-engined Piper 
Comanche. 

She is trying for the London-
Cape Town Ladies' Solo Record —
unbroken since Amy Johnson 
fl ew to South Africa in 78hr 28min 
in 1936. Miss Scott will fly 1,000 
miles more than Amy Johnson 
because of overflying restrictions 
by Arab and African States. / 

happened to me and nobody 
knows how I ever got out of 
them." 

There is another link between 
Sheila Scott and Donald 
Campbell. Patriotism. 

" I never used to be particu-
larly patriotic," she said, " but I 
feel very strongly so now. It 
was spotlit on the world tour, 
People kept saying how wonder-
ful it was to see a British pilot 
for a change. This gave me a 
tremendous sense of pride." 

Sheila Scott has had one 
unhappy marriage, and I won-
dered whether that—combined 
with her love of flying—would 
rule out a second husband. 

As she smiled, almost shyly, 
It seemed extraordinary that 
this should be the woman who 
had flown round the world, 
alone, in 33 days—this 45-year-
old blonde ex-actress, ex-model, 
who looks younger than her 
years and is feminine enough to 
try to keep her age a secret. 

"I love flying," she said, " but 
I love men as welt. And 
children. I'm all for marriage. 
It's the most wonderful thing 
that can happen to you if you 
find the right person. 

"I'd love to get married 
again, but I've no immediate 
plans. I've been jolly near to 
it three times in the last few 
years. In the end they tried 
to force me to give up flying. 

"But I probably will give It 
up for a man who's skilful 
enough not to try." 

FRENCH STOP 
SHEILA. SCOTT 

FLIGHT c/ 
DAILY TELEGRAPH REPORTER 

31 ISS SHEILA SCOTT. 39, 
the British pilot who set 

off from Heathrow on Thurs-
day to capture the women's 
record for a solo fl ight from 
London to Cape Town, has 
been forced to abandon her 
attempt because the French 
authorities will not agree to 
her flying over Chad. 
She was told of their refusal 

when she reached Benghazi on 
Thursday night. She spent all yes-
terday appealing to them to 
change their minds. She is due 
to return to London today. 

Miss Scott had had trouble with 
her single engined Piper 
Comanche aircraft on the fl ight 
from London to Benghazi. It is 
understood that her automatic 
pilot mechanism failed 30 minutes 
after she took off. 

The flight was being sponsored 
by Mr. Kenneth M. Wood, manag-
ing director of a domestic appli-
ance company. He said last night: 
"it's a big disappointment, but 
we will still gb ahead with the 
flight. We will get her hack to 
London and fi nd a new route." 

Attempt next week 

Ong MALTA CottaF%PoNnENT 
cahied last night: Miss Scott 
said in Malta. where she arrived 
for an overnight stop: "1 am 

very disappointed but I will fly 
again early next week." 

By CatelILLA SNYDER 
l'i'vrettr. COW* Skin Wttltr 

Not re: ie.:thing is the des'-' 
c,i).1e. tee Powder Puff. 

Ieeetite pelts (and combs) 
jiitir that Christine Hen-

darsoii end Ruth Hodges 
ducitel fe, at sight of phOtog-
rapiet; camera, prov-
n.; feet lady pilots from 

down uneer are net too dif-
fer.= !elm all the other 
eirls in glamor town. The 

Amelia Eartaart 
laird:: is passe, the sleek 
kink ;c. 

Chrisiie, and Roth, who 
are Au.ieeeia's first entries 
in the leyietier Puff, will fly a 
Cessna lee which Gil Gunnell 
of Saeta alonica's own Gun-
eel( Aelattun has loaned 
them for iris, the llst annual 
derby. in addition to to:ming 
!lie girls "derby wings," Gil 
Gunnall has taken them un-
der Ler men wings: they are 
house glir.r.ts and were honor 
enees a. a party she gave 

evenlng. 
Where did the Australian 

eeiy pilots go on their next 
stmeside? Disneyland. 

fiektres. Whom would they 
like meet to meet in this 
c o u n t r y? Art linkletter. 
That figures, too, for Linklet-
ter owns considerable land in 
At:air:flue in fact co-pilot 
Ruth lincIttes' husband owns 
lisnel which borders the Link-
Letter property in beperence. 

Christine is 21 years el age 
and 1m:ivied to fly five years 
.s u. With a brother, 30, who 
alrin fees, she owns a Cessna 
let trees a Tiger Moth-

cockpit) and lives 
fn Adeialile, SOLth Australia. 
nee ;s a secretary to the 
Au:era:inn Building Comna• 

her boas is her fit-
'eer. See is one of eight chil-
ei.2I1 whom ere the 
'-'eiee Vile. One of her Sts-

is 25, visited the 
sesizs in stilt when she rep-
resented Australia in a pare-
chide jeirsping meet in Or-
, :tee. Mess. Christine wears 

helicopter charm amend 
her reek because one of her 
,„wail ::,:i to fly one some 

maior ambition 
• •:• , tin ; n iiircraft C31,

'4'4: • 

di./isneyla Pc Jul 

Palm Springs for Lunch 
Christine lesneeratei, Ruth Hodges and Gil Gunnell (from left] check route 

to Palm Springs t:Pieva: taking off on preciice ;rot to familiarize themselves with 
plan e Mrs. It. !ending them for tile Powder Puff Derny. If the question as to 

what women fly ,n skese days bothers you, they fly in the same clothes they wear 
every d a y as in photo. (Photo by Brace Howell.! 

Ruth Hodecs ee 
children: Chris, IC i • 
and Pie, 15. Ses ! to 
fly three years ,. . :seine 
leeems with her , , • Chris 
who is now an 
Alter her firs, ;, she 
was hooked; ,. . • 
al fly •: . uii 
she discovered f;y... ,. 
Hodges' hobby was --- ',Ned 
you beliese 
flower arrengere cs vier 
husband is a textile ; . eerier 
in Melbourne, 211,0 irate 
els extensively 

Christine end are 

both AllefrAIIN a 1,f t 

han *town i ••:a• 

MIE1, 25.30i<Oe" 

If rill I, 5 6747 

The pilot 
from NG 
drops in 
Women pilot Eileen 

Steenson is in Mel-
bourne again after 18 
months' commercial 
flying in New Guinea. 

She is here to trade in 
her company's five-seater 
Cessna for a newer seven-
passenger plane. 

She works for the Sepik 
District Labor Service, 
which recruits native labor 
to work on plantations. 

Capt. Steenson has held 
a commercial pilot's licence 
for 15 years. 

For 13 years she was a 
sewing teacher at the 
Methodist Ladies' College, 
Kew. 

Then, in 1965, she pack-
ed her bags to become a 
pilot in one cf the world's 
most dangerous flying re-
gions. 

tion es is the wife of Austra-
lia's governor general, Lady 
Casey, na face Lady Casey 
is both pilot and patroness of 
the group. 

Christine's most exciting 
flying experience occurred a 
Sear ago nosy when site 
served es elite to the Hon-
orable aliek Sehuurman. 
Dutch ambassador to Aus-
tralia, and his family during 
a three-week flying tour to 
Cretbetik in Queensland, to 
Thursdny Island and to Dar-
win 

On the trip the party flew 
nen fittineetic ()owns Sta• 

time which is 4.000 square 
miles in area, and tile 
et.-t airport in the world, li i 
owned by the King Ranch ii 
Texas, anti 'the leans Rant; 
in Texas is where Christie 
hir,s been invited after ii: 
Fitwdzr 1)07. A big rie 
calls for a really big plate 
relax in aster Mose hours i. 
the cockpit. 

Ruth Hudges will nettle 
home seortiy after the ret. 
to her family. Christine wil 
stay on to cheer anothie 
starting seinup of Aisstr.tli 

ri-De in Ar•It.• 
et.'s Cup ,st 

AIRBORNE 

-a' 

• 
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Women are proving that flying is not 
just for the birds — or just for men 

From Prance last week 
came news of the world's 
first woman commercial Jet 
pilot. 

At Bankstown, too, 
women are proving their 
flying skills. 

Scores have learned to 
fly here and a growing 
number are becoming in-
structors. 

Latest to join the in-
structors is Miss Diane 
Watson (above) 26, of 
Granville. 

She is the Royal Aero 
Club's first full - time 
woman instructor and 
makes up to nix flights 
daily with learners. 

Diane made her first 
flight at Trangie, where she 
was a stenographer. 

She decided immediately 
to make flying her career. 

Expense of lessons was 
her first problem so she 
returned to Sydney and 
saved enough to gain her 
flying licence through the 
R.A.C. 

She won also a Govern-
ment scholarship which al-
lowed her to train for her 
commercial licence. 

Then came the second 
big difficulty — where to 
find employment. 

There seemed little scope 

for woman pilots with air-
lines, so Miss Watson ob-
tained another scholarship 
to train for an instructor's 
rating. 

She gained it earlier this 
year. 

"She's very good and 
very popular," said the 
club's Chief Flying Instruc-
tor Bill Lord last week. 
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The glider pilot 
they call "Mum" 

• 

A current of air can 
carry her as high and 
as far as she chooses . . . 
and she revels in the 
magic feeling of free-
dom she finds "up 
there" in the thermals 

By DEBORAH GARLAND 

THE temperature was 105 degrees. The red 
dust of the Mildura, Victoria, plain was 
eddying in the hot breeze and the flies were 
the sticky sort that swarm in dozens at 

sight of a human being. 
Hatless, and looking fresh and cool in 

their shirts and shorts, Brian and Joyce 
McLaren laughed at the discomfort of 
"Woman's Day" photographer Jack Lawrence 
and me — both still not recovered from the 
long car trip from Melbourne through the air-
less Mallee "desert." 

Energetically. Brian and Joyce set about 
wheeling the red and white glider from its 
hangar, tying it to their station waggon and, 
with Joyce driving the car and Brian steadying 
the plane, towing it to the take-off point. 

"1 do hope she makes it," said Brian, 
looking anxiously at the sky. "There are plenty 
of thermals (eddies of air in which the glider 
can soar). but 10.000ft is pretty high, you 
know." 

"She" was his wife, Joyce, an attractive 23-
year-old blonde mother of two, who was about 
to try to soar to 10,000ft in the single-seater 
Kingfisher, so that she could gain her "Gold C" 
gliding badge. 

Joyce, whose sons, Peter. 3, and Terry, 16 
months, were there to watch the attempt, is one 
of five women among the 40 members of the 
Sunraysia Gliding Club which, though not the 
biggest in Australia, is one of the most enthusi-
astic and has the cheapest rates. 

She's been gliding on and off for six years, 
longer than Brian has, though he's won more in 
the way of badges. "I haven't had two babies," 
Brian explained, adding proudly that Joyce was 
still "up there" when she was pregnant with 
Terry but, for safety's sake, she then flew duo. 

"Gliding is easier to learn than driving a 
car," said Joyce. "I flew a Kingfisher for three 
years before I got my driver's licence. All those 
cars zooming around on the roads. I was 
scared." 

But, with gliding, she's never felt fear. "I 
think it's gorgeous to be away from everything 
and everyone," she said. "You're fairly busy 
while you're up there. There's no time to think 
of your troubles. 

24 

"Gliding is easier than driving a ear," said the pilot (left), then zoomed 
off on her record attempt in the single-.senor Kingfisher (above). 

"I've soared over 5,000ft, but I do want to 
catch up with Brian and reach 10.000ft. Mind 
you, I'll come back frozen if I do." 

• With Peter watching earnestly and Terry 
playing unconcernedly with bucket and spade in 
the dust. Joyce settled herself in the fragile 
glider. 

Gliding club president, Mr Reg Hudson, 
said two people could lift it easily as it weighs 
only 2601b and they could dismantle and re-
assemble it in a few minutes. It is 27ft long, 
with a wing span of 34ft. 

"It has a spruce spar, plywood covering 
and fabric over it," he said. "You could poke 
a finger through the fabric if you gave it a 
decent poke. but it's worth $2,400. 

"We've had all sorts of people in it. from 
15 to 50-year-olds, even a 17-stone chap who 

"It's better than a jet," said young Peter, .3, 
after a test flight with Man, and Dad. In the 
photograph, too, is la-month-old Terry. 

was 6ft 4in tall. He practically needed a shoe 
horn." 

By now, the Kingfisher was attached by 
cable to a winch on the back of a car standing 
a mile away on the plain. 

Putting on goggles and safety belt. Joyce 
gave a nonchalant wave to signal that she was 
ready for take-off. The club immber a mile 
down the runway winched the Kingfisher in at 
45 m.p.h. and, within seconds, Joyce was up 
and away. The cable was automatically 
released and she was on her own. free as a bird. 

The Kingfisher dipped and circled in grace-
ful flight as Joyce searched for thermals. 

"No," said Mr Hudson. "She won't make 
it. There aren't enough. The Gold height is 
elusive — the weather's right only five or six 
weekends a year." 

And Joyce didn't, though stubbornly she 
landed and tried twice more. 

"Well, I'm still ahead of Brian in one thing 
—I've won a pewter mug and he hasn't.- she 
laughed. "We have a thing called the winter 
trophy for the longest flight in a Kingfisher and 
the bigger Ka6. I won in the Kingfisher, flying 
83 miles, but Brian missed out in his Ka6 
flight." 

Even so. Brian. 20. has made the front 
page of Mildura's newspaper. the "Sunraysia 
Daily." because of a recent feat. 

As a publicity stunt to help establish a 
gliding club at Broken Hill. he Ilew the Ka6 
335 air miles from Mildura to the outback town 
of Tibooburra and emptied its two pubs of al-
most the entire population of 250, many of 
whom had never seen a glider before. 

The flight was only 45 miles short of the 
Australian distance record and Brian believes 
he could have set a new one if he'd continued 
north across the Queensland border. "But the 
plan was to land at Tibooburra. so I decided to 
stick to it." said Brian. "If I'd taken that 
record, Joyce would really have had something 
to fret about!" 

Footnote: Terry has still to make his first 
flight but Peter has already been gliding two or 
three times with Father in the club's two-seater. 
I asked him how he liked it. "Minm, good," 
said Peter. "Better than a jet." • 
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OLYMPIAN 
HANDS ON 
THE TORCH 
"NOT to win, but 

to take part" 
—a phrase from 
the Olympic oath. 

And at a Pennant 
Ms swimming club 
Ws Imprinted on the 
will facing the pool—
ed the children who 
ire learning to swim. 

For to Pat Norton, 
ex-Olympic swimmer 
and Australian record. 
bolder, the words art 
also an attitude of 
mind. 

"I coach the child. 
ten to swim purely for 
the love of It, and not 
for any championship," 
she stated firmly, as she 
urged a procrastinating 
little boy back into the 
water. 

Miss Norton is res. 
ponsible for the Fan-lily 
Recreation Club — a 
sort of country club 
which includes children 
—which she is building 
on three acres of 
cleared bush land. 

Already, two swim. 
ming pools — one of 
them heated—a squash 
court and a trampolene 
Ire in existence and 
the has plans for ex. 
tending the club to in-
clude another squash 
court and a clubroom 
where families can take 
part in indoor activi-
ties. 
,"And 1 am keeping 

the membership lees 
moderate, so that :he 
average family can 
loin," Miss Norton ex. 
plained. 

a 

t 

Aboie: Pat Norton talks with Mrs N. 
Marshall on the squash court. 

A PART from 
club *cantles, she 
also holds swimming 
classes for children and 
ajnchrontsed rerimmlua 
with music for women 
members. 

The club has three 
instructors, who coach 

in swimming and 
squash. 

"We are trying to 
get • homely atmo. 
sphere," said Miss Nor-
ton. "A place where 
families can come and 
relax and play sport 
together." 

a. 

Pat Norton puts some "learner" swimmers through their paces, 

5 The Sun, Monday, January 30, 1967 5 • 
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- AVIATION NEWS, Friday, May 12, 1 967 

WA-based woman commercial pilot, 
Mrs Sue Folks, certainly knows 

how to string her husband along. 
In January Sue just missed the un-

official transcontinental speed record 
by 10 minutes, but determined to give 
it another try as soon as possible. 

Now she's done it, by flying the dis-
tance a whole 1 hr. 52 mins. inside the 
old record. 

She averaged 204 m.p.h. for the 2150-
mile flight and had five hours of fuel 
left when she touched down at Janda-
kot airport, in a Beech Bonanza which 
she was delivering to WA. 

Her husband Max. also a commercial 
pilot, followed in from Kellerberrin in 
another light aircraft. 

Perhaps he wanted to make sure 
who'd cook ts.,, that night? 

a 

N. • 
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The Sydney Morning Herald, Saturday, April 1, 1967 

WOMAN'S 
AIR 
RECORD 
PERTH, Friday. — Mrs 

Sue Folks, of Dalkeith, to-
day made a new record of 
10 hours 40 minutes for a 
non-stop flight in a single-
engined plane from Sydney 
to Perth. 

The previous record, held 
by a man, was 12 hours 32 
minutes. 

Mrs Folks averaged 204 
m.p.h. for the 2,150 mile 
flight and had fuel for about 
five hours left when she 
landed at Jandakest Airport 
at 5,36 p.m. 
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MRS. LORES ROWNEY, the first womaft to fly 
solo from Australia to England, 

Stamp of 
• a pioneer 

LORES BONNEY, an elderly woman 
now, still has the stamp of a pioneer. 

It's the stamp of 
an indomitable spirit. 

That same indomitable 
spirit that 35 years ago 

her to become 
&r: Inflig.tdwoman to fly solo 
from Australia to England. 

Those who remember her 
courageous blazing of sky-
way trans will tell you that 
she now lives quietly in 
the Brisbane suburb of 
Bowen Hills surrounded 
by a nursery of bonsai 
trees. 

It is far from the truth. 
Despite her years —

which she refuses to dis-
close — the little woman 
with the proud, upright 
stance, and the greying 
hair done up in ringlets 
has never mastered her 
itchy feet- 

Yesterday she arrived 
In Sydney In the Can-
berra after a four-month 
pleasure trip to the 
Ignited States and Europe. 

It wee Lores Bonney's 
fifth overseas tour since 

WOMEN'S 
NEWS 

she relinquished her com-
mercial pilot's licence 
and retired from aviation 
in 1945. 

In the years following 
she has done many things, 
from drifting up the Ama-
zon in a river boat to 
chalk ine up yet another 
"11PSt' -in become (as tar 
as she knows) she only 
woman to hold a diploma 
from the school of bonsai, 
Kawamoto, Tokyo. 

Part of the fascination 
of Loma Bonney la un-
doubtedly her ability to 
close a door on a remark-
able past and get busy 
with the present. 

It was the feminist in 
her that compelled her to 
fly in the beginning. 

"I was a golf widow," she 
explained, "when I first 
decided to fly. 

"My husband soon dis-
covered in secret, as the 
aerodrome was next door 
to the golf course." 

Pat from discouraging 
his wife, however. Harry 
Bonney was one of the few 
in those days who didn't 
think women who took to 
the air were freaks. 

With his encouragement 
Lora Bonney set off in 
1932 to become the first 
woman to fly around Aus-
tralia. 

The next year she made 
her perilous crossing to 
England, and in 1937 was 
the first woman to fly solo 

from Australia to Cape 
Town. 

The 1993 flight was in-
terrupted by near disaster. 

"I went down in my 
Gypsy Moth in monsoonal 
rain off Victoria Point in 
Siamese territory,' elle 
said. 

"It was a shocking feel-
ing' 'Wh I 
ine lying there mwitth its 
wheels in the air like no 
decent plane should ever 
be, I felt like putting an 
end to It all with my 
revolver." 

Mrs. Bonney will boon be 
reliving the old days when 
to take to the air was the 
thing she loved most. 

"I have procrastinated 
for 20 years," she said. Now 
I must write my book." 

• 

ACTREIS 
SEEKS AIR 
RECORD 
LONDON, Monday. —

Actress-flier Sheila Scott 
left London Airport early 
today in an attempt to set a 
world solo flight record be-
tween here and Toronto. 

She said lust before take-
off in her Piper Comanche 
260B: "I think the fuel will 
just about stretch the dis-
lance, but of course I'm a 
bit afraid." 

COFFEE 
During the flight blonde 

Miss Scott, 39, plans to 
snake coffee if she feels 
aleepy and to playa tape 
recorder to keep her cheer-
ful. 

Last August, Miss Scott 
brOke her own record be-
tween Capetown and Lon-
don with a time of 2 days, 
19' hours and 56 minutes, 

In 1966 she broke the 
round-the-world solo record 
lot women, flying the dis-
tance in 33 days and 3 
minutes. 

SM Wort. r )

The Sydney Morning Herald, Tues., Oct. 17, 1967 

Woman 
flies 

Atlantic 
GANDER (Newfoundland), 

Ssterdsy (A.A.P.-Reuter1. 
—British woman flyer Sheila 

Scott completed an fa-
keer flight froso S oon 
(tWiled) le Gander yes-
terday, 

She claimed • trans-Atlantic 
record for a solo flight 

FAhausted bill happy, Oat 
said there was a period 
what *a was afraid she 
woxddatg make U la ber 
Min-eogine aircraft. 

The 29-year-old blonde idiot 
landed without incident 
despite problems with bar 
plane's sulomatIc direc-
tion finders mid high 
winds which forted her is 
fly lour over the Atlantic 
during the teat six boors. 

The record she said she 
broke was 33 hours, set 
up in 1932, 

No further details of that 
flight were available Ins-
mrdiately. 

There was about Piro boors' 
fuel supply left la the 
tanka of bee Hay Piper 
Commanche when she 
landed. 

Aviatrix recalls her 
high flying days 

Life for MN Harry 
Bonney used to mean , 
hovering in a magni-
ficent flying machine 
somewhere up near 
cloud nine! 

But Mrs Bonney, an 
Australian pioneer avia-
trix, handed in her wings 
in 1945 and now her 
great interest is in terra 
firma and the traditional 
Japanese art of Bonsai, 
the dwarfing of plants 
and trees. 

Mrs Bonney, of Bowen 
Hills, Brisbane, who in 
the thirties flew three Polo 
firsts—around Australia in 
1933,. from Australia to 
South Africa in 1937 and 
from Australia to Eng-
land in 1934—arrived us 
the Canberra yesterday on 
her way home after. a five-
month holiday in the U.S. 
end Europe. 

"You might say I have 
gone from the heights to 
the depths," said Mrs Bon-
ney. "About six or seven 
years ago I went to Japan 
and received a degree in 
Bonsai from the Kawa-
moto School in Tokyo. 
Now I have a special nur-
sery in my home of 300 
plants. 

"Through Bonsai I have 
been able to raise a great 
amount of money for spe-
cial charities, such as the 
subnormal children, the 
oral deaf and the spastics. 
Right now I have started 
growing a little umbrella 
tree in • pot the sire of 
two shillings and have to 
feed it with an eye drop-

When she felt she was 
past her flying prime, Mrs 
Bonney turned in her 

Pilot's licence volunlmlly 
then she However, t:,d pioneer 
long distance solo flying 
with other famous women, 
such as Amy Johnson and 
Amelia Earhart. 

"I took up flying in 1930 
because I was a golf widow 
every weekend and the 
aerodrome was right next 
to the golf course," said 
Mrs Bonney. "I never told 
my husband until I made 
my first flight, when I gave 
him a ring from the aero-
drome because I didn't 
know what his reaction 
would be. 

His reaction 
"He had known about 

my learning to fly all the 
time, but 'fever let me 
know. My husband also be-
came interested in flying 
but never was a pilot. 

American aviatrix 
Amelia Earhert, who Mrs 
Bonney refers to as her 
ideal, once planned an east 
to west solo flight that was 
similar to the one Mrs 
Bonney had been planning. 
However, Amelia changed 
her mind and in 1934 Mn 
Bonney received the solo 
honour when she flew to 
England. 

"I remember one time 
when I was flying in 
equatorial Africa I 
heard Amelia was also in 
Africa," said Mrs Bonney. 

"As I was passing 
through Khartoum, I 
decided to wait for a few 

' days on the chance that 
she would lend there. 
Later I found out that she 
lauded in Khartoum a few 
days after I left. She was 
on her trip around the 

WOrld, which ended Warn 
she crashed into the 
Pacific." 

Mrs Bonney has also 
crashed in the Pacific. In 
1934 when she was return-
ing from her Australia to 
England flight, her Gipsy 
Moth grounded in Bung 
Bain, a little island off 
Malaya. 

"It was raining so 
heavily I couldn't bold the 
plane up—it just kept 
getting lower and lower," 
she said, As she was trying 
to land on the island, a 
water buffalo walked out 
in front of the plane, cak-
ing it to crash. 

'The plane ended up the 
way no plane should have 
ended up. It looked shock-
ing. The wheels were stick-
ing up In the air where 
they didn't belong. 

"For four days I be-
came a regular female 
Robinson Crusoe. 

"I didn't know when I 
would be rescued or 
exactly where I was. I 
knew I was off Victoria 
Point on Malaya but 
I didn't know what island 
I was on, as it was one 
of 900 in an archipelago 
owned by the Siamese. I 
liked it there and I think 
I was rather sorry when 
help finally came. 

Mrs Bonney has con-
tinued her travelling since 
her flying days and claims 
to "always be away some-
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MRS HARRY BONNEY 

where." She has gone 
around the world several 
times in die last few dec-
ades, one trip even inclu-
ded a five-day river boat 
trip down the Amazon 
River in South America. 

Oddly enough, a great 
amount of her travelling 
is now done by ship, even 
though she still claims a 
great desire to ay "those 
gorgeous little planes I see 
sitting on the tarmac." 

"Large planes don't 
move me at all," she said. 
"When you travel by air 
You can only take a limited 
amount of luggage, and 
besides. I like the social 
life on the ship. I always 
feel so cooped up, sort of 
a claustrophobia, on a 
plane and there is nothing 
to do but just set there. 

"Flying by air liner is 
quicker, especially for 
those who have limited 
time, but it doesn't have 
the relaxation you can get 
going by ship. 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 16, 1967 

VICEREGAL 
Their Excellencies the Gov-

ernor-General and the Lady 
Casey entertained members of 
the Australian Women's Pilots' 
Association at Government 
House on Saturday evening. 

Mr and Mrs E. J. Connellan 
arrived et Government House on 
Saturday and left yesterday. 

The Lady William Scott has 
arrived at Government House. 

Newcastle Morning Herald arid Miners' Advocate, 

Thursday, November 9, 1967 

Woman 
p• 

ilot 
achievement 

Flying gave a person a feeling of 
achievement, Mrs. Pot Barnes, of 
Belmont, said. 
Mrs. Barnes is the first 

woman pilot to obtain 
her licence at Acre-
Pelican Flying School. 

"I know golf and tennis 
and other interests a woman 
might have give you a good 
feeling, but they are not 
able to give me the self-
satisfaction that flying 
does," she said. 

Mrs. Barnes. a redhead 
with a charming personal-
ity, took up flying about 10 
months aim. It was all she 
ever really wanted to get 
her teeth into. 

She had hesitated till then 
for her son's sake, believing 
that the mother of young 
children should not under-
take anything as ambitious. 

Expected 
Her son Jeffrey, now 11, 

was her fine passenger after 
she got bee licence. He made 
her promise this, and she wait-
ed till he came home from 
boarding school (or • week-
end about a fortnight ago to 
keen the promise. 

"Jeffrey took the whole 
thing very matter-of-factly. 

"He just takes It for grant-
ed be will get his licence in 
the same way a child might 
expect to get a driver's li-
cence when he grows up." 

And what does her husband 
think? 

"His main Interest in my 

flying is that I should keen 
a sham eye on the lake for 
good fishing spots." she said. 

It took Mrs. Barnes 14 
months to obtain her licence. 

-Actually, • person could 
achieve the number of hours 
required in a month, if it 
were not for the expense. I 
worked out that I would be 
able to afford about half an 
hour's flying time • week, 
and accordingly set myself 12 
months to do the worse. It 
took 14 because I twisted my 
amide rind put myself out of 
action for 16 weeks." 

My thoushts for the future 
are more in the nature of 
dreams than actual plans," she 
said. 

"I was at the annual gen 
end meeting of Australian 
Women Pilots at Coolanaatta 
last year, and I never felt so 
completely at home with • 
group of people. All of us had 
the same falcon migtufb 
the same feeling about flying. 

"I set myself the goal then 
of having my unrestricted 
licence to fly to the annual 
general meeting in Adelaide 
early, next year. At that 
meeting we will go on a Ming
safari to Alice Springs. 

"My big. hope is that I 
might fly to the 25th anni-
versary of the Powder Puff 
Derby in 1971. I will need 
the years in between for fly-
ing time and experience and, 
if possible to Sod a aponsor 
from an aircraft company. I 
don't see how I could afford 
it otherwise." 

r 
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• Questioning Aero Commander mechanic during 
the last hours before the postponed record attempt, 
Hollywood actress/pilot Susan Oliver appears relaxed 
and confident. Her planned solo flight from New York 
to Moscow was postponed because of Atlantic hur-
ricanes, 

Winds worry Susan 

FORECAST; Dry, mild, 

rather warm; moderate W 

winds; slight seas. 

CITY 
FINAL EXTRA 

SUN, MOON AND TIDES 
SUN: Rose 6.1, ads 5.43. 
MOON: 10.19 p.m., 12.26 a.m. 
HIGH WATER: 1.37 a.m., 2.1 p.m. 

NEWCASTLE[ MONDAY, ' SEPTEMBER 11, 1967 Regletered at G 
for triknemleglton 

American film and TV actress, Susan Oliver, was forced to post-

pone her planned solo flight from New York to Moscow in a single-

engined Aero Commander 200, because of hurricane-force winds over 
the North Atlantic. 

But Miss Oliver is determined that the postponement will be a 
short one. 

Well known to Austra-
lian TV audiences for her 
roles in "Peyton Place." 
—The Man From 
UNCLE," "The Nurses" 
and "Bonanza." Miss 
Oliver la a fully-qualified 
1FR pilot and holds multi-
engine ratings. 

Since deciding to make 
the flight, she has toned 
506 hours in her here 

$ 

1 a g tostrament ap 
preaches, and Wit cross-
country operations. In 
addition she has spent 
weeks tailing ts seasoned 
ferry pilots, everieneed 
on the North Atlantic 

HerHer aircraft has been 
modified to accept a 110 
gallon auxiliary tank in 
place of the rear passen-
ger seats, and has a range 
of 1000 miles. Its minty-
ment includes dual NAV/ 

and Brittain a 
C0M, ADF. 

autopilot.
The flight has been 

sanctioned by NASA and 
approved by the FAA. Her 
Aero Commander 200 has 
a maxtronin speed of 236 
mph and the flight will in-
clude steps at Labrador, 
Greenland, Iceland, Scot-
land, and Denmark. 

In Copenhagen, Miss 
Oliver w01 take aboard a 
Russian navigator-radio. 
operator who will guide 
her along the allocated 

Comander 809, practls- Aeroflot commercial air-
line routes to Moscow. No 
date has yet been an-
nounced for the resump-
tion of the attempt. 

Historic 
air services 

begin . . 
Continued horn 

Page One 

Aztec six-passenger aircraft 
are being used in the services 
operating to and from Peli-
can. 

Mr. D. Helder. al Piero-
oslican. has announced that 
a Navaho nine-nessenger air-
craft would he introduced 
later. 

The first. 01 the Aeropelican 
flights left Sydney for Peli-
can at 7 a.m. today. 

Four passengers left on the 
next flight, from Pelican to 
SYdnev. at R a.m ' 

From Pelican 
The Aeropelican timetable 

Is: 
Newcastle to Sydney: 8 a.m. 

1 pm.. 5.45 p.m.. 6.20 pm.: 
from Newcastle to Wollon-
gong: 8.15 a.m and 4.20 
pm.: from Wollongone to 
Newcastle: 9.15 a.m. and 5.20 
p.m.; from Sydney to New-
castle: 1 a.m. 1.45 tarn. and 
5 p.m. 

Both companies have re-
ported steady bookings for 
most flights. 

The hireling Company's 
fares are $7.50 to Sydney. 
$13.00 to Wollongong and 
822.70 to Canberra. 

Children under 15 are 
charged half fare. 

The Aeropelican tares are 
$8.00 to Sydney and 513 to 

30.lertiv 

TO SYDNEY AND 
BACK, THEN 
BREAKFAST! ESPE • •'••• 

Mauling pilot, Mike Kirton, 
of Nelson Bay, site at the 
controls of the Cessna 402. 

SERVICES BEGIN 
By staff reporter Vic Levi 

TO SYDNEY AND BACK BEFORE BREAKFAST ... 
That was my program today as one of the first passengers to 

use the new air commuter services between Newcastle and the 
capital. 

And by the time I had completed the round trip — in just The trip back was even 
more Impressive than the 

75 minutes' flying time — I was sold on the new service. flight down. 
Speed, comfort and a bird's 

eye view of some of Austra-
lia's most impressive coastal 
scenery . . . these are a few 
of the attractions of the com-
muter services 'launched" by 
two companies today. 

The services, which link 
Newcastle, Sydney, Wollon-
gong and Canberra, are being 
operated by Masling Aviation 
from Williamtown and Aero-
pelican and Pelican. 

Other commuter services 
link Newcastle wlih Coots,-
mundra. Goulburn. Temora 
and Waage. 

Aerial highway 
I boarded a twin-engined 

Cessna 402 aircraft for the 
first of the commuter flights 
at Williamtown shortly before 
7 a.m. today, 

This was my flying schedule: 
• Left Williamtown at 7.15 
a.m. 
• Arrived Sydney (Mascot) 
7.55 a.m. 
• Left Sydney 8.10 a.m. 
• Arrived Williamtown 8.45 

Only a fortnight ago. It had 
token me three hours to drive 
to Sydney by car from New-
castle. 

Today, there were no traf-
fic hazards, no mechanical 
worries and no back-sent 
driven. 

Instead, I had a streamlined 
ride along a smooth air high-
way at a height of 6000 feet 
and at an average speed of 
220 miles an hour. 

Slight delay 
On the first flight were the 

president of Newcastle Chem-
• bee of Commerce. Mr. J. 

Evans, managing director of 
layes Travel Service. Mr. J. 
Jenkins, assistant commercial 
manager of Newcastle Steel 
Works. Mr. 0. Healey. an-

LEFT: Passengers and 
well-wishers board the 
first Aeropelican com-
muter flight to Syd-
ney today. RIGHT: At 
Williamtown. the first 
Masling flight to Syd-
ney is ready to get un-
der way as passengers 
board the Cessna 402. 

other BHP official, Mr. C. 
Aitcheson. and four news-
Mermen. 

The pilot was Mr. Mike 
Kirton. of Nelson Bay. 

Our take-off was slightly 
delayed (normal take-off 
time is 7 a.m.) while an 
RAAF Vampire let landed at 
Williamtown. 

Over tollway 
The 'lift oft" from the 

Williamtown strip was smooth 
and within seconds we were 
settling back in our seats to 
enfoy the scenery at 6000 
feet. 

We flew a slightly Inland 
course hi near-perfect condi-
tions. The visibility was good 
and the winds were 'heist 
from the south-west. 

The Cneurna's speed gave us 
lust enough time for a close 
inspection of the countryside 
—from the sprawling ,New-
castle Steel Works to the 
glistening expanse of Lake 
Macquarie. 

Minutes later we were ends-
ing above the Hawkesbure 
River and a busy tollway. 

By 7.45 a.m., half an hour 
after take-off, we had arrived 
stekann.aaar..i., . 

over Sydney's eastern suburbs 
and were preparing to make 
a run towards Mascot. 

At 7.55 a.m. we had touch-
ed down at Sydney airport. 

The landing wet as smootht 
set he take-off and I had a 
few minutes to present tickets 
at the airport counter and 
meet the proprieor of Mas-
titis Aviation. Mr. Jack Maa-
lina. 

Mr. Mastitis told me he 
hoped to increase the com-
pany's operations from New-
castle by two-thirds in the next 
nine months. 

He said the firm had three 
aircraft of the same size on 
order for the Newcaslie-Syd-
re,  run 

"We believe the traffic will 
hen up to such an extent 
that we will have to use 16 
to 18-seat. aircraft before 
Iona." he said. 

Fly 83 a.m.. I was back 
on another Cessna 402 at Mas-
cot ready for the flight home. 

Piloted by Geoff Smythe, of 
Sydney. the aecond Cessna 
sou airbonie by 8.10 a.m. 
and we were heading back to 
Newcastle, this time alone the 
coast at a height of 1500 
feet. 

We skimmed along over n' 
sparkling sea almost all of 
the way with the picturesque 
coastline lust under our left 
wing. 

Fine scenery 
From Broken Bay to Nob-

bys the scenery was magnif-
icent. 

By 8.30 a.m. we -had pan-
ed over Norah Head. More 
than half our journey had 
gone end we were .urry to 
see it go. 

Fifteen minutes later we 
were back on the ground at 
Williamtown ready for a tame 
car drive "home". 

Masling Aylr•inn is open
ating four services a day. 
Monday to Friday. from 
Newcastle. 

The services conducted by 
Mashers are: Williamtown to 
Sydney, 7 a.m., 3.10 p.m. and 
5.30 p.m.; Williamtown to 
Wollongong. 8.50 a.m.: Syd-
ney to Williamtown, 7.55 a.m., 
11.45 a.m. and 6.25 p.m., 
Wollongong to Williamtown, 
2 p.m. 

• Continued Page 3 
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Britain honours 
44 exporters 

LONDON, Sunday. — The British New Year Honours 
List underlines the importance which the British Govern-
ment attaches to exports. 

It contains names of no Rubber Company Ltd. Mr steadily in successive 
honours lists. 

fewer than 44 distinguish- Anthony G del. 
There are knighthoods for, In the Birthday Honours 

ed industrialists whose among others, the chai rman list of June, 1966, there 

services to exports ate of the British National were 15, in the Birthday List

recognised by awards. Export Council, Colonel this year there were 23. 
The five new life peers 

They include nine knight- 
Derek Wilgraham Pritchard, 

include the chairman and the deputy chairman, British 
hoods. National Export Council for Editor-in-Chief of the 'Lori-

Emphasia is laid not only Europe, Mr Alexander Abe l don "Daily- Telegraph" and 
"Sunday Telegraph," Mr 

on their eervices a. leading Smith, and for the chairman 
of the African Committee, Michael Berry, and the 

exporters, but also upon the British National Export Commissioner in rt 
active part they play in the Council, Mr Arthur Henry trouble.torn Aden before its 
various committees and Smith. recent independence, Sir 

other organisations devoted Humphrey Trevelyan.
to the general promotion of 
the country's export 
business. I 

Por example the chairman 
of the Latin American 
committee of the British 
National Export Council, 
Mr Herold Bowes, receives 
the K.C.M.G. 

The K.B.E. goes to the The number of awards for 
chairman of the Dunlop services to exports has risen 

TOM GRAVENEY SHEILA SCOTT 

Another British diplomat 
LIFE PEERS in a trouble spot to gain a 

The honours Include New Year honour is the 

eter Tom Graveney, 
0.B,E.o for popularcharge "Heir" in Peking 
crick since 1965, Mr Donald Hop-
now in the West Indies with son,, whose headquarters 
the M.C.C. tourists, and were attacked and set afire 
round-the-world flier Sheila by Red Guards last August. 

Scott --•• Mr Hopson receives a . knighthood. 

MAJOR ROLE 

Others to be knighted in-
clude Mr Herbert Brechin, 
who as Lord Provost of 
Edinburgh played a major 

role in securing the 1970 
Commonwealth Games for 
his city. 

Britain's chief "trouble-
shooter" in industrial dis-
putes, Mr Jack Scamp, is 
another new knight. 

The author Mr Angus 
Wilson, the composer Mr 
Gordon Jacob, and the 
sculptor Mr Eduardo Pao-
lozza are given the C.B.E., 
and Welsh actress Rachel 
Jones is awarded the O.B.E. 

(A.A.P.) 

Dollies 
get set 
for a 
derby 

LADY BURKE 

A whale's eardrum 
from Bunbury and a 
piece of nickel ore 
from Hamersley are 
two of the souvenirs 
Lady Burke has ac-
quired during her 
present tour of Aus-
tralia with her hus-
band, Sir Aubrey 
Burke. 

They are on a tour of 
the Hawker Siddeley group 
of which Sir Aubrey is 
vice-chairman, and have 
been in South Africa as 
well as W.A., South Aus-
tralia and Victoria before 
coming to Sydney. 

Engineering factories hold 

no mysteries for Lady 
Burke. She always know, 
"what's what." 

She used to fly her own 
plane, made model aero. 
planes, ran her own engi-
neering factory building 
aeroplane parts just outside 
London throughout the war, 
and helps run their 300. 
acre farm in Hertfordshire. 

"I juat wanted to fly, so 
I did,' she said, explaining 
how she came to take up 
that career before the war. 

"I wanted a job in avia-
tion, and there weren't any 
for

women,t, 
so I thought it 

high time someone 
took on this model-making 
business." 

So she did, making scale 
models for manufacturers, 
for wind-tunnels, for adver-
tising agencies, for 
museums. 

Engineering it one of her 
special interests. So is gar-
dening, and natural history. 
She has collections of shells. 
ferns, butterflies and flow-
ers e 

bad m 
made theinote

time 
 damys when 

t 
now to spare on this 

than 
in-

terest. 
Lady Burke and her hus-

band run Guernseys on their 
farm in Bovingdon, in Bert-

She wanted to 
fly, and 
she did 

fordshire. The property is 
called Rent Street Barns, be-
cause this is where the far-
mers once used to come to 
pay their tithes, or rents. 

How old in it? "As old as 
Doomsday!" said Lady 
Burke. 'There has always 
been a farm there.'-

She describes the house 
as "old and beamed," but 
can't say how old it is. They 
dug up a beautifully en-
graved sundial in their gar-
den which was dated 1536. 

She says she acts as the 
farm secretary, and is al-
ways called on in a crisis, 
no matter what the crisis is 
. . . it might mean driving 
a tractor, helping with the 

et-st. • ,./17z -6-e - ' 
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By 
BELINDA DAWSON 

81 x Victorian 
housewives a r e 
busy preparing for 
the first women 
pilots' pylon race 
to be held in Aus-
tralia since the 
Second World War. 

The race is called 
the Dolly Derby. It 
will be flown over a 
triangular course of 
else miles. 

The Dolly Derby 
will be one of the 
events at an alr dis-
play at Mangalore 
airport on Sunday, 
January 21. 

"We're very excit-
ed," said Mrs Moira 
Robinson, the presi-
dent of. the Victorian 
branch of the Aus-
tralian Women Pilots' 
Association. 

"I spend a couple 
of hours a week fly-
ing. 

"The family are all 
for it." 

AT HOME 
Mrs Robinson, who 

flies her own plane, a 
Cessna 150, keeps It 
at home. She lives at 
"Paxton Park," Leo-
pold, near Geelong. 

"It's like having 
another car," she 
said. 

The Dolly Derby Is 
a handicap race, as 
the competing planes 
have speeds between 
80 and 175 mph. 

The display Is be-
ing organised by "For 
Those Who Have 
Leas," a voluntary 
organisation which 
helps people in Asia. 

Other events will 
include glider and 
helicopter demon-
strations and aero-
batics. 

S, 

SIX PILOTS get 
ready for the Dolly 
Derby. Standing In 
front of the Tiger 
Moth are Mrs Moira 
Robinson of Leopold 
near - Geelong, left 
and Mrs Edith Aitken 
of Bendigo. At back 
from left are Mrs 
Ruth Hodgers of 
Brighton, Mrs Bev 
McGindle of Toorak, 
Mrs Elva Raper of 
Wantirna and Mrs 
Annette Bislop of 
East Brighton. 

harvest, carting bales of 
fodder. 

This Is her third trip to 
Australia, which she loves 

. from the " lovely, wild 
desolate country" of Hamer-
sley to the exciting new de-
velopments she has observed 
in business and industry 
since her last visit three 
years ago. 

But if the 'brand new 
country of Australia is going 
through exating times, so is 
the old country of England, 
she points out. 

Lady Burke said she had 
a message for any English-
women living in Australia: 

"They mustn't believe all 
they read and hear about 
England at the moment." 
she said. "We are not pass-
ing out. England is abaci• 
lutely fine. We have our 
problems, like every other 
country, but as every good 
housewife would do, we are 
turning out, we are reorg-
anising our way of life to 
meet new challenges. 

Scientists 

"Our scientists are abso- 
lutely bursting wills ideas, 
our businessmen are full of 
enterprise, and we have a 
fine young scientifically 
trained generation growing 
up. 

"We have just had to put 
our house in order to meet 
a very changed world, and 
I think one day there will 
emerge from this a very 
powerful new England." 

A typically vigorous mes-
sage from a woman who 
seems to have made it a 
rule in life to emphatically 
and simply set about doing 
the things she wanted to do. 
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LIKE ELONGATED DRAGONFLIES THE GLIDERS SOAR 
Inef_14ornhig Herald, Friday, Feb. 16, 1968 

le may pilot 
big jets 
flying 10 years ago when 
her father offered her the 
choice between a trip to 
Canada and a course of 
flying lessons. 

She chose the lessons, 
and paid for further tuition 
by working as a mother's 
help, cook. housekeeper and 
petrol pump attendant. Thu 
week she passed the exam-
illation for her airline trans-
port pilot's certificate, and 
within six months she will 
be qualified as a corameo 

2azalet took up dial airline captain. 

t A STAFF 
ESPONDENT 

DON, Thurs-
Britain's first 
airline pilot 

II be qualified 
in the big Jets, 
Man Cazalet, 
d without sign 
h: "I'm scared 
its." 
lazalet, 31, also 
peed — except 

air speed: "I'm 
least bit worried 
ing passengers. 1 

There we were, 
thermaling at 2000 
feet, with nothing be-
tween us and the 
patchwork quilt of 
green and brown 
paddocks below but a 
thin plywood and cot-
ton frame. 

The only sound that 
disturbed our silence 
was the gentle swish of 
wind which penetrated 
the ventilation hole in 
the perspex canopy and 
the equally soothing 
tones of my instructor 
explaining the principles 
of glider flying. 

Within a two-mile 
radius other gliders, slim 
and elongated like dragon-
flies or a child'airtick draw. 

Tint AllgragLIAM WOMMeg Waxxxx — February 14, 1968 

LOTS of overseas letters in my mailbag this week, and 
one of the newsiest was Nancy Walton's from London. 

She had just arrived from Germany, where she stayed with 
the Dick Bowers in Kolni *lac jlr IN Mar 
sador. (They were in Australia in 1940). At the Air Force 
Ball at Karlsbruk (where she was guest-of-honor) she sat 
next to Professor Messerschmidt and opposite Peter 
Townsend and his wife. Loved the casual way she tells me 
that during a weekend as the guest of Baron Kolnig-
Warthausen in his castle at Wurttemberg she made a one-
day tour of Europe by plane, visiting Austria, Liechtenstein, 
Germany, and Italy with a atop at St. Moritz in Switzer-
land. Incidentally, although she is all those thousands of 
miles away her letter was full of the Fly In Drive In to be 
held for Air Ambulance in the Widden Valley in March. 

The S.M.H. Women's Section, Thum., Feb. 29, 1968' 
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MR AND MRS LAPIN 

Jerome and Regina Laps 
in art relative newcomers 
to Sydney, They arrived 
16 months ago from Los 
Angeles because Mr Lapin 
was interested in invest-
ment possibilities, and Mrs 
Lapin liked the atmos-
phere for their children, 
Craig and Brett. 

They now live at Vauc-
luse in an old home they 
are renovating and Mr 
Lapin owns the Caprice 
Restaurant. 

They both like Sydney 
"because things are at • 
much slower pace hate and 
there's more time for 
leisure," Mrs Lapin said. 

Leisure time for them is 
mainly spent on the Har-
bour. They have • 63-foot 
motor cruiser called Reg-
ina on which Princess Sor 
aye spent an afternoon 
during her visit to Sydney. 

They are both licensed 
pilots and would like to 
spend more time flying 
light aircraft. But that's 
grouch Mrs Lapin has 
about Sydney — airstrips 
here, such as Bankstown, 
are too far removed from 
the city. An hour's drive, 
she has calculated, and in 
the States they're reached 
in • third of the time. 

dedicated band of women 
in Sydney who are glider 

Dilfiti fir ill., 

The club 
The club, one of the 

largest in Australia, has 
fewer than seven active 
women pilots compared 
with more than 80 men 
who fly consistently. 

Climbing into the 
cockpit of the glider we 
were first strapped tightly 
into a safety harness. 

Then the slack was 
taken up on the cable 
which attached us to the 
Piper Super Cub tug plane 
which wag going to launch 
us into the air. 

Once we hit a ground 
speed of 40 m.p.h. we 
were airborne and, taut at 
the end of a cable, we 
were over the fence and 
climbing behind the tug 
plane. 

We reached our intend-
ed height of 2,000 feet. At 
a signal from the plane, 

Flying as 
free as 
the birds 

By Stag Reporter 
JAN NYHAN 

ing of an aeroplane, lifted 
and 'soared lig they caught 
a hot updraught of air (a 
thermal), or sank gently 
when there wee not enough 
rising air to keep them 
aloft.

The- "long-wing" glide, 
in which I was a passenger 
belonged to the Southern 
Cross Gliding Club Limi-
tod, which has its head-
quarters at Camden ail 
field. 

it was a two-seater 
craft mainly used for train-
iag glider pilots, and hwas 

. us the capable hands of an 
instructor Mr Ron Adair, 

in. 
I had gone aloft to also Hies th rough the seat of 

out, what attraction gliding his pants.
He began banking and 

circling within the thermal 

and the nrionlotat audio 
indicated that we were 
rising at the rate of three 
feet per second. 

"Do you mind if I turn 
more tightly? We can gain 
more height if I stay com-
pletely within the therm-
al?" 

We banked sharply, 
going around and around. 
doing circle after tight 
circle, until it seemed our 
nose was set on a needle 
point and we were revolt' 
ing vertically around it . . 
Despite the accusations 
later I must have had my 
eyes open! Far below us 
I could see a toy tractor 
ploughing backwards and 
forwards while we soared 
like a bird at six feet per 
second. 

We soon exhausted that 
blast of warm air, so off 
we dived into the great 
blue yonder to join some 
of the other gliders on 
their thermal. This was my 
big moment. I was allowed 
to take over the controls 

the glider pilot released 
that comforturg cable, the 
plane turned left and we 
turned right. Then came 
the awful moment of truth. 
There we were with noth-
ing to hold us aloft but 
the pilot's skill in finding 
a warm air current. 

As the glider sank to 
1,600 feet in a few seconds 
my heart sank with it. 

Three - quarters - of - 
mile away was a flat-
bottomed cumulus cloud: 
"looks promising, usually 
indicates a stream of hot 
tir," said Mr Adair. 

We slid towards It: "If 
I'm right you should feel a 
lift like a kick in the 
pants," he said. 

I didl No wonder they 
r a sand glider pilot 

Once we hit a ground speed of 40 m.p.h. we were airborne. 

Not the rudder pedals—
which I was told control 
slip and skidding—they are 
too difficult for a first-
timer and our insurance 
companies wouldn't have 
been too happy if I had 
sent us plummeting to the 
ground. 

But I did take the stick 
which is just like the joy-
stick of an- aeroplane. I 
had to keep the glider nose 
level with the horizon and 
the effort of peering front 
to make sure the nose 
didn't tilt up, down or aide 
ways almost sent me cross 
eyed with concentration. 

But to experiment an, 
get the feel of the glide: 
I pushed the stick forward 
The nose went down like 
a high diver from the 10 
metre board. 

I pulled the stick back 
and it came up like a ball 
un the rebound. 

The glider is a semi. 
tive craft. Even more 
elementally than in a em 
or power craft it inspires 
Int tremendous Rani of 
man being master of his 
own destiny. 

After another 20 
minutes of soaring, sink-
ing, and gliding to a warm 
air current, we dropped 
to 800 feet to come 
in to land, We came 
lower, lower, cleared the 
river and the fence and 
bumped gently on to the 
grass and slid to a halt. 
One wing gracefully sank 
to the ground and it was 
all over . . . for me at 
least. 

Unusual 
For Mn, Roger Woods, 

a schoolteacher, of Bad-
gery's Creek, gliding is 
"the quest for the un. 
usual." 

Her husband is an in. 
structor with the club and 
she is one of their most 
competent woman pilots. 
She began gliding seven 
years ago when she was a 
student at Armidale Teach-
ers' College. 

"I am not the knitting, 
sewing and Saturday night 
dance girl," she stud. "I 
want more out of life than 
that. Gliding to me 
is entering another 
element. 

"It is a tremendous chal-
lenge—up there you are 
away from everything. 

"Perhaps the isolation 
is symbolic . you are 
independent and self-
dependent. Whetter you 
go up or down depends to 
a small extent on your 
craft and available condi 
dons but mainly on your 

Mrs Woods has com-
pleted two of the three sec-
tions necessary to gain a 
Silver C. which is an in-
ternational gliding quali-
fication. 

These are an endurance 
test—staying aloft for five 
hours—a climb of 3,000 
feet above launching 
height, and a cross coun-
try flight of 32 miles to 
a previously nominated 
point. This last tests 
navigational skill es well 
as soaring and climbing 
ability. 

The cross-country flight 
is the only condition she 
has not completed. 

Of the three she said the 
endurance test Is the hard 

It's the thrill 
of a challenge 
cat . . . pilots have been 
known to come down after 
lasting four hours 55 min-
utes. 

She has climbed to 
10,000 feet, which is a 
mere 1,000 feet below the 
specifications for a Gold C. 

The cold was intense al-
though it was 100 degrees 
in the shade on the ground 
But, it had its compenss 
tions--"the view certainly 
couldn't be better. and up 
there you reel like Clod." 

Miss Leigh Murray, 01 
King's Cross, loves and 
lives for gliding because II 
gives her the same sense 

of !man and IbL 11 ill 
of being in control of her 
own destiny in the air. 

She was interested in 
power flying, was saving 
hard to pay for lessons 
when a year ago she went 
for a joy fl ight in a glider. 

"It was so beautiful I 
couldn't stay away. It is 
incomparably better than 
power flying. It requires 
more skill." 

She has been soloing fix 
several months and hopes 
to be good enough to also 
attempt part of her Silver 
C at the next club camp. 

According to Mrs An. 
thony Giudice, of Castle 
Hill, there is one 
thing very wrong with 
gliding — "it is all over 
too quickly." 

Although her husband 
doesn't entirely approve of 
their activities, she has in-
troduced her daughter. 
Rhonda. 17, and her son. 
John, 15, to gliding. 
Christian, 2, will be in the 
air as soon as he is old 
enough. 

"It is so much cheaper 
than learning to fly," she 
said, estimating that it cost 
her family about eight 
dollars for one day's glid-
ing each weekend. 

Initiate 
The instructor, Mr Ron 

Adair's wife is a recent 
initiate to the art of glid-
ing. After several years 
she found being a glider 
"wife" and going up on 
the occasional joy nigh, 
were not enough. 

She is a highly proficient 
skier and a good yachts 
woman and swimmer but 
says gliding is vary differ-
ent from anything else she 
has done. 

One of her greatest de-
lights is the satisfaction 
of returning from each 
flight feeling she has 
learnt something new. She 
pointed out that gliding 
has this much in common 
with tattling that. ..when 
you are doing the right 
thing it feels right." 

Mrs Maurice Bradney, 
of Bankstown, is typical 
3{ the gliding ILI" who 
is so important to the club 
But with this difference. 
Margaret took up gliding 
is company for her hus-

band and was three quar-
ters of the way towards 
soloing when she gave it 
up after the birth of her 
last baby, Carl, 2. 

Her husband, who gave 
up schoolteaching to be-
come a commercial flying 
instructor for power planes 
at Bankstown Aerodrome, 
is also honorary chief fly-
ing Instructor for the club 
and principal training of 
Seer for gliding in N.S.W. 

"Don't refer to us as 
'just gliding wives,' . . 
it is a full time job," said 
Mrs Bradney. 

"It involves anything 
from organising a formal 
dinner party for 40 club 
members to rustling up an 
impromptu meal for a 
crowd of visitors." 

"It also Involves all the 
packing and preparation 
for the National compe-
titions each Christmas 
which begin the gliding 
year. 

"I stripped and rainiest 
a hodrOOM recently. It was 
relaxing compared with 
preparing for competitions 
and camps," Mrs Bradney 
concluded. 

MRS RON ADAIR (standing) is about to close the 
canopy on MRS ANTHONY GIUDICE. 



MOTHER FIRST 
PASSENGER el* 

A 19-year-old nurse 
who recently obtained 
her pilot's licence took 
off from AeroPelican 
yesterday morning with 
her first passenger —
her mother. 

She is Miss Pam Hely, 
who was Mattara PrM-
cess in 1966. 

Her mother, Mrs. 
Betty Hely, of Eraring, 
said she enjoyed every 
minute of her short flight 
over Lake Macquarie. 

Miss Hely began 

rf 

learning at AeroPelican 
about 12 months ago. 
She has just started 
nursing at Royal New-
castle Hospital and went 
on duty yesterday after-
noon. 

Within half an hour 
of taking her mother on 
a joy ride, Miss Hely 
took up Miss Bishop, 20, 
a nursing friend at Royal 
Newcastle Hospital. 

Picture: Mrs. Hely 
and Miss Hely after the 

flight. 
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' MRS EDITH AITKIN, poses beside the 
bright-yel ow Tiger Moth in which she won 

the "Powderpuff Derby' at the Mangalore Air Dis-

play yesterday. Owned by her husband, a Prairie 

farmer, the 25-year-old plane beat some of the 
fastest modern light planes. Mrs Aitkin attributed 
her win to the high manoeuvrability of the Tiger 

Moth on the small race course, The race, restricted 
to women pilots, was over a mix-mile course. 

—The Sow Maw., Jaguar, 12, 196$ 

TER Couple learn to fly 
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Mr. and Mn. Alec. Swinton In the cockpit of a plane. at Ark eellean. Both are learning to fly. 
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• "WE ALL LOVED the race and had 
a beaut time," says Mrs. Elva Roper of 
Wantirna about the Mangalore "Powder. 
Puff Derby" held on Sunday. 

The first women's air race held in Aus-
tralia since World War II was set up by 
the "Organisation for Those Who have 
Less", and proceeds will be used to assist 
needy Asian families. 

Mrs. Raper flies once a week of least 
and was the first Victorian woman pilot 
to achieve on instrument rating, enabling 
her to fly at night. 

Being allowed to fly at night is just fine 
for family picnics, Elva Raper says. With 
their four children, she and her husband 
cork linger into the evening at beauty 
spots such as Flinders Island before set-
ting out for home. 

• )) 

-gb- Ready  to race... 
MRS BEV McGINDLE, of Toorak, checks her Beechcraft 

Musketeer yesterday to see that it is ready for the pylon race in 
which she will fly at Mangalore Airport on Sunday week. 

pageant b.> rAin 

The race, between six or seven pilots,. has been organised 
by the Australian Women Pilots' Astoelation as part of an air 

money for the "For Th00C WII0 Have Less" 
society. 

The funds will be 
used to buy livestock 
for South-East, Asian 
countries. 

"It's the first all-
female pylon race in 
Australia since World 
War II — but if all goes 
well It won't be the 
last," said the pilots' 
Victorian president, Mrs 
Moira Robinson. 

Oret)....ftesse 
The Sun, Friday, January 12, 1 96S—

A Gosford couple 
who hope to own 

their own plane 
some day are taking 
flying lessons at 
AeroPelican. Each 
made the first solo 
flight this week. 

They are Mr. Alec. 
Swinton and his wife 
Mona, a Canadian, who 
have a citrus orchard. 

Mr. and Mn. Swinton 
like to share their hob-
bies and originally de-
cided to take up flying 
as "another interest and 
accomplishment." 

Now, after two 
months' instruction, both 
are so keen they intend 
going on for the unre-
stricted pilot's licence, 
which requires 20 hours 
of cross country naviga-
tion flying. 

Solo flights 
For two months the 

Swintons have travelled 
from Gosford once a 
week for instruction and 
are spending their annual 
holiday at a motel near 
the aerodrome to build 
up flying hours. 

At the end of last 
week they had completed 
the 15 hours in the air 
required before making 
a solo flight. 

Both came through 
with flying colours. 

One err tIm;r keen.. 
supporters is Mr. K. 
Udder, of AeroPelican. 

"Bye been associated 
with flying in the New-
castle area for 31 years 
and this is the first time 
I've known both husband 
•vd wire to remain id 

"Usually one or the 
other drops not half way 
through a course." 

Radio, too 
Mr. and Mrs. Swinton 

also share an interest in 
amateur radio and each 
has an amateur's licence. 

Mrs. Swinton main-
tains a regular weekly 
contact with her family 
in London, Ontario, 
*peaking to them through 
a friend who operates an 
amateur radio station in 
the same street. 

Mrs. Swinton shares 
her husband's interest in 
the citrus orchard and 
helps with the spraying 
and sorting of fruit. 

Both are widely trav-
elled and have made two 
trips to Canada and the 
United States since their 
marriage 18 years ago. 

Mrs Robinson, of Leo-
pold, near Geelong, will 
fly her own Cessna 150 
in the event. 

Others who have 
nominated are: Mrs 
Edith Atkin, of Prairie, 
to a rigcr MOW, Mn 
Evelyn Koren, of Mt. 
Gambler. SA (Cessna 
172); Mrs Elva Paper. 
of Wantirna South 
(Cessna 1821; Mrs Me-
Hindle; Mrs Annette 
Hislsp, of Brighton 
(Piper Cherokee): and 
Mrs Ruth Hodges. of 
Brighton (Mooney Exe-
cutive 21). 

The rare win be 
around a triangular 
course of three miles. 
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WOMAN PILOT FOR TYCOON 
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Thea Adams, 20, who has been chosen by British catering tycoon Charles 
Forte, 60, to pilot his S2S0,000 twin-englned Queen Air Beechcraft plane. 
In 1964, Miss Adams became the youngest British girl ever to qualify for a 
pilot's licence. Mr Forte said: "She's very good, but it certainly shows that 

I've got courage, doesn't it?" 

Peks4 1C97
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HOT SHOT The girl on the left is a crack shot. Her name is Carole Malaher. 
She's 23. And last year she was in the NSW side which competed 
in the Australian championships. With Carole is Jenny Lingham. 

Both are members of St Ives Pistol Club. 

Light Aircraft BEAGLE FLIES 
IN FOR 

RFDS 
DUTIES 

.?The RFDS Beagle B-208S before leaving England on its ferry to Australia. 

MODIFIED 
In normal configuration 

its cabin accommodates 
eight passengers but the 
interiors of the RFDS air-
craft have been modified 
to meet the needs of aerial 
ambulance work. Custom 
fittings on the RFDS 
Beagles include a refriger-
ator, wash basins, surgical 
and normal stretchers, an 
X-Ray unit, a six-compart-
ment medical console and 
special seating for doctor, 
nursing staff and/or ambu-
latory patients. 

Australian representa-
tives: Beagle Aircraft Sales 
(Aust.) Pty. Ltd., Sydney 
Airport, Mascot. NSW. 

THE first of two Beagle 
I 206S twin - englned 

aerial ambulances was 
delivered to the NSW sec-
tion of the Royal Flying 
Doctor Service last month 
to coincide with the 40th 
anniversary of the 
launching of the service. 
The chief pilot for the 

section. Captain V. Cover, 
took delivery of the plane 
a few weeks ago at 
Beagle's Sussex factory 
and ferried it to Australia. 

The second B-206S is due 
to be handed over late this 
month and a third is on 
option. 

The RFDS Beagles are 
the first turbo supercharged 
versions to be purchased 
by an Australian operator. 

DROVERS GOING 
They will replace the 

Australian-designed DHA 
Drovers, which have 
served the NSW section 
for 15 years. 
Last year the Broken 

Hill-based Drovers flew 
more than 131,520 miles. at-
tending 9759 patients. 

The secretary of the NSW 
section, Mr C). M. Wynd-
ham, said the Beagles also 
would be based at Broken 
Hill, where they would 
cover 500.000 square miles 
of outback NSW, South Aus 
tralia and Queensland. 

Power for the B-206S is 
supplied by two RR-Contin-
ental GTS10-520C turbo-
supercharged engines, de-
livering 340 hp. The air-
craft has an economical 
cruise speed of 224 mph 
and a range capability of 
1530 miles on standard 
tankage. 
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FIRST GRIFFITH WOMAN TO 
GAIN PRIVATE PILOT'S 

LICENCE 
Mrs. Denise Walker, a teacher at the Griffith 

High School, recently became the first woman 
from Griffith to _gain her private pilot's licence 
through the Griffith Aero Club. 

Denise began flying at the end of 1965 under 
the instruction of C.F.I. Peter Coventry, and did 
all her training in a Victa. She is now continuing 
her training for an acrobatic endorsement. 
,INNIMIINNINNI,•••••••••••ININ .••••••••••••••••INI~MNI,•••••••4 
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Woman's angle 

Flew straight 
into a new 

career lay xv

WHEN stenographer Diane Watson (pictured) was 
taken by a friend one weekend for a flip in a plane, 

she started a new career. 
Till then she had 

a secretarial posi-
tion in Trangie. 

"It was like magic. 
I resolved there and 
then to make flying 
instead of typing my 
career," Diane said. 

That was a few years 
ago — now Diane is the 
only flying instructress at 
the Royal Aero Club of 
N.S.W., at Bankstown. 

"It costs the best part 
of $900 to get a com-
mercial licence, so I 
saved up very hard for a 
couple of years," she 
said. 

"It meant doing with-
out, hut for flying it was 
worthwhile." 

At first she trained for 
her private licence, but 
this meant she could 
only use flying as a 
hobby. 

This wasn't good 
enough for Diane, who 
wanted to be a profes-
sional aviatrix, 

B UT it was not until 
March 30 this year that 
Diane received her In-
structor's rating. 

"Flying is always a 
thrill, but I think the 
greatest 'thrill' I get is 
with a very new learner." 
she laughed. 

"1 never panic when 

IN A MAN'S 
WORLD 

I'm in the air. I seem to 
save up my nerves for 
when I'm on the ground. 

"It would be stupid 
to show a student you 
were nervous about his 
flying. 

"But I receive an 
enormous amount of 
satisfaction from in-
structing. 

"Unfortunately some 
of the men I instruct are 
prejudiced against 
women teachers. 

"They're not con-
vinced that flying is a 
woman's job. 

"Some of them look 
quite apprehensive when 
they find their instructor 
is a woman. But during 
the course we become 
good friends." 

The average age of 
men learners is 24 or 25. 

"Some are about 40, 
but they're only learning 
to fly for a hobby. The 
young men hope to be 
commercial airline 
pilots," she said. 

When she's not in-
structing, Diane's on the 
lookout for excitement 
in the air. 

"I Just love aero-
batics," she said. 

'This is a time when 

you really feel you're 
flying. 

"Aerobatics teach you 
better co-ordination, 
too." 

SO far Diane 
hasn't had one girl to 
teach. 

Would she like to in-
struct girls? 

"I don't mind whether 
my students are men or 
women. It would be a 
change to teach a girl," 
she replied. 

"Girls usually take up 
flying for a hobby. 
There's relatively few 
openings for them in 
Australia. 

"Domestic airlines 
don't take on women 
pilots, But this is not the 
case in Russia," she said. 

"I hear that in the 
Soviet Union they have 
women commercial air-
line pilots." 

Diane enjoys flying all 
light aircraft, but Chip-
munks are her favour-
ites. 

"You have more fun 
and do more actual fly-
ing in light aircraft 
rather than in big 'mons-
ters,'" she said. 

"I suppose I'll just try 
to mark up more flying 
hours, and then see what 
happens. At present I 
have 390." 

Monday, June 
,1f Spric-q cet oRrlorl

COLUMN 
AIRFLOGGEN FRAU-
LEINS. For abstruse 
reasons, the Women 
Pilots' Association, 
through Its journal, Is 
trying to Interest mem-
bers In dog German. It 
gives some examplest 

Aircraft: filegenwagon. 

Crop-duster: fliegen-
wagon mit der holinder 
buttum vor puffed der 
poopauder Ruder. 

Control column: 
chenpuilen schtik. 

Pilot: tallschwingen 
puschenpollen werker. 

First solos trlenen 
gebackonner graund mit-
taut kraschen. 

Po!" 

-VINE'S musical direc• 
N tor Geoff Harvey Is 

switching channels 
temporarily tomorrow to 
appear on Hazel Phillips' 
"Girl Talk" show. 

As well as being the 
owner of the most talk-
ed-about "hooter" in 
Sydney, Geoff is also a 
skilled pilot. So is Hazel, 
of course . . . she won 

HAZEL PHILLIPS 

her wings a few weeks 
back. 

And to celebrate pass-
ing her test, she' throw-

ing a "flying party" 
tomorrow and inviting 
sonic of her pilot mates 
along. 

Among her guests will 
be singer Col Joye, who 
is also a keen aviator. 

Hazel, who has been 
described by her instruc-
tor as "an above average 
fl ier," started learning 
only this year. 

DAILY TELEGRAPH, MONDAY, JULY 3, 1967 

Blonde flyer 
near tears 
SHEILA SCOTT, blonde, 

record round-the-world 
woman pilot, returned to 

London near 
to tears on 
S a t ur day 
night after be-
ing forced to 
abandon an 
attempt to 
be at Amy 
1 o h n son's 
London to 
Cape Town 
solo record. 

T h e 30-
year-old for-

mer actress had covered 
1850 of the 7800 miles in 
her Piper Comanche, and 
was at Benghazi when she 
learned that flights over 
Chad (Central A f ric at 
were banned because of 
political trouble there. 

"But this isn't the end." 
Sheila said. 

"I will keep on try Ma 
until I succeed." 

!( 

THE SUN-HERALD, JULY , 30, .1967 

AIR SOLO 
RECORD 

LONDON. Sat. (A.A.P.-
Reuter).—Lone fl ier Sheila 
Scott broke the solo fl ight 
record between London and 
Capetown by four hours 13 
minutes 21 seconds, it was 
announced today. 

Her three-day fl ight 
earlier this month broke the 
record set up by Amy John-
son in 1936. 

She flew the same Piper 
Comanche she used in her 
solo fl ight round the world 
last year. 

DAILY TELEGRAPH, 'MONDAY, JULY 10, 1967 

WOMAN FLIER SETS 
NEW SOLO RECORD 
CAPE TOWN, Sun. — 

Lone British flier Sheila 
Scott today smashed the 
London-Cape Town solo 
flight record set up by 
Amy Johnson 31 yeat  ago. 

The 38-year-old nde 
pilot completed the -.7000 
mile flight in the unof-
ficial time of three days, 
two hours, 52 minutes. 
This breaks Amy Johnson's 
record by three hours and 
30 minutes. 

The Sydney Morning Herald, Thursday, August 3, 1967 

Sheila Scott 
LONDON.—World record 

woman pilot Sheila Scott, 
39, touched down at Lon-
don Airport on Tuesday 
night after a "terrifying,
drama-filled fl ight of 7,500 
miles to secure another 
record. 

She became the first woman 
to fl y solo from Cape-
town to London. 

She covered the journey in 
two days 19 hours and. 56 
minutes in her Pier 
Commanche single-engine 
aircraft. 



Mrs Harry Hodges, of 
Melbourne, who was one 
of two representatives of 
the Australian Women 
Pilots' Association to 
compete in the Powder 
Puff Derby which began 
in Atlantic City, New 
Jersey, on July 11, re-
turned to Sydney by 
Qantas from the United 
States yesterday. 

Contestants had to fly 
the 2,493.74 miles to Tor-
rance, California, and Mrs 
Hodges and the second rep-
resentative, Christine Hen-
derson, came first in the 
International Section of the 
race, and thirty-fifth in the 
race. 

eraser 
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U.S. Air Race 
Hit By 

Weather 
Frees CHRISTINE HEN-
DERSON, of Netherby, 
competitor In the 
"Powder Puff Derby" 

air roes for woman. 

MARTINSBURG (Vir-
ginia). July 12—I hate to 
tell you I am still here. 
E.leven aircraft were dis-
Qualified on Monday due 
to a severe thunderstorm 
causing them to land at 
non-designated airports. 
Included was No. 38. Betty 
Miller. who said that in 11 
year's flying in the "Pow-
der Puff" she never has 
seen worse weather. No. 
11, on her ninth race, and 
No. 12 on her seventh—who 
was a favorite and had re-
ceived instructions from 
nest winner Claire Walt-
ers. as we had. 

Tornadoes passed our 
route on Monde, night. 
After a two-day delay 

at Atlantic City we were 
nearly the last aircraft to 
take off. 

[Miss Henderson, 22, will 
fly a single-engine Cessna 
182 Skyland aircraft with 
Ruth Hodges, of Brighton, 
Vic., as navigator. Miss 
Henderson, who five years 
ago was the youngest pilot 
in Australia, is sponsored 
by "The Advertiser."I 

Delayed refuelling here 
when the refuelling truck 
broke down caused us to 
be late Joining the take-
off seeuence. 

Twenty-four aircraft re-
mained at Martinsburg on 
Monday. The aerodrome 
was closed until 1 run. 
yesterday. 

Included among those 
still at Martinsburg pray-
ing for safer liner 
weather today. which is 
not forecast. are Nos. 5, 
22. 80 and 62. each flying 
their 15th race. 

The S.M.H. Women's Section, Thurs., July 20, 1967 

Success in air 
race 

(DER PUFF DERBY WIN 

D representatives of the Australian Women Pilots' 
issociation, Mrs Ruth Hodges (Melbourne) and Mrs 
dine Henderson (Adelaide) won the international 
ty last month in the USA's annual "Powder Puff 
r" — a gruelling, four day, 24 93 mile rare across 
Mee from Atlantic City, New Jersey, to Torrance, 
Drina. Flying a Cessna 182 Skylane, they finished 
out of 157 starters and ahead of the 10 other 
national competitors. All the American women corn-
re were professional pilots, but the race was flown 
ich conditions that only 57 entries completed the 
e. Mrs Hodges has been flying for only three years. 
ey were not the only Australian entrants. Two Ans-
a). girls, Anne Carter and Cannel Brown, were 

pred by Rex Aviation Ltd., Sydney, for whom 
is a full time flight instructor. Though only 21 she 

iccumulated 1000 hr. in the past five years. Carmel, 
as co-pilot, is also an instructpr — at the Royal 

astle Aero Club. She has been flying since May, 
They planned to fly the race in a new Cessna 182 

they were to pick up from the Cessna Aircraft 
any at Wichita, Kansas. How they finished in the 
is not yet known here; they ere touring the States 
e their return here. 
)ther Australian pilot, Marie Richardson was flying 
co-nilot 'n rare an' s" rat other AWPA mem-
including Pam West and Nancy Bolton, were at-
ng the Ninety-Nines' Convention of which the race 
e annual highlight—and doubtless planning to be 
if they could. END. 

eras 
Incorporating "The Register" 
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'Powder Puff' Entrants 
Escape Bad Weather 

From CHRISTINE HEN-
DERSON, of Netherby, 
competitor in the 
"Powder Puff Derby" 

air race for women. 
AMARILLO (Texas) 

July 13 — After covering 
only 185 miles in the first 
two days of the race, we 
at last escaped the Virgi-
nia weather and took off 
from Martinsburg at sun-
rise yesterday. 

Sixteen hours and 1,200 
miles later we landed at 
Amarillo, having stopped 
briefly at Cincinnati 
(Ohio), Carbondale (Illi-
nois) and Tulsa (Oklaho-
ma). 

It is wonderful to be 
airborne again after the 
weather hold-up, and we 
are hoping to moot to-
Morrow's 5 p.m. finishing 
deadline In Torrance 
(California). 
!Miss Henderson, 22, is 

flying a single-engined 
Cessna 182 Skyland with 
Ruth Hodges of Brighton, 
Via., as navigator. Min 
Henderson Is sponsored by 
"The Advertiser."1 

L. 

There was one mishap 
during yesterday's flight. 
An Aero-Commander 
force-landed In Ohio, hav-
ing run out of fuel after 
leaving Martinsburg. The 
crew — Doris Bailey and 
Helen Hedges, both Cali-
fornians — were inlured, 
and are reported to be in 
a satisfactory condition in 
hospital. 

A problem is cropping 
up for many of us —
laundering our limited 
number of clothes. Pro-
pellers have been noted 
acting as clothes-lines At 
some of the stops. 

Then 3-o Disneitand 
46%)ens koala mascot "Tilde" into 

Hodges take off for iris! fli •) 
• 7:d Ai, port. 

.80WWwwwWWW11688. Christine is your:cast woman fr,cr er 
lic.nsco 'r Austeoile: she won wings and Ilcunse at IE.

—6.4188 ...:0Fcnk 1.1,1,, by 

TROPHY 
TO S.R. 
PILOT 

From CHRISTINE HENDER-
SON, let Pletherby, com-
petitor In tho "Powder Pelf 
Derby" sir rose ter women. 

REDONDO 
BEACH (California) 
July 16 — The 21st 
annual 3,000-mile 
All-Women Trans-
continental Air Race 
is over. Wo won 
SUS100 and a trophy 
for the top overseas 
entry score and fin-
ished 33rd in the 
overall placing,. 

Fifty-two of the 78 air-
craft which started in the 
race, from Atlantic City, 
New Jersey, to' Torrance, 
near Los Angeles, Califor-
nia, finished, 

Nisi Henderson, 22, 
flew a singled-entailed 
Cessna Skylane 'with Mrs. 
Ruth Hodges, of Brighton, 
Victoria, as navigator, Miss 
Henderson was sponsored 
by "The Advertiser."] 

The race was won by 
Mrs. Judy Wagner, of Cali-
fornia, from Fran Bera, 
the winner seven times, 
and Tig Pennock 

ALL AGREE 
It is supposed to be 

hard to get women to 
agree on any subject but 
all competitors agree this 
was the toughest race ever 
held and the weather the 
worst experienced. 

More bad weather on 
the last day caused many 
planes to turn back. 

Our only moment of 
trouble with our plane, 
Matilda, came 45 minutes 
from the finish. 

For one heart-stopping 
second the engine stop 
and we could not find the 
cause. 

Visibility was very bad 
In the Los Angeles area 
and, realising we were on 
radar, we asked approach 
control to tell us the way 
home. 
They vectored us In to 

the finish line and a 
red-carpet welcome. 

In Adelaide last night, 
Miss Henderson's mother, 
Mrs. M. G. Henderson, 
said that Christine would 
visit the King Ranch , in 
Texas and visit friends 'in 
the US before returning to 
Adelaide. 

Mrs. Hodges would fly 
back to Australia today. 

August, 1967 
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POWDER PUFF DERBI 
21-year-old, Miss Anne Carter and Miss Cann 

Brown have been sponsored by Rex Aviatit 
Limited to represent Australia in the "Powd 
Puff Derby", an all-womans transcontinental a 
race from Atlantic City, New Jersey to Torrent 
California. The race is run over approximate 
2,493 miles, and is limited to daylight and de 
weather flying conditions. 

The girls are flying in a new Cessna 182 Sk 
lane aircraft which they picked up from tl 
Cessna Aircraft Company in Wichita, Kant 
U.S.A. 

Anne, the pilot in the race, is a full-time fligl 
instructress for Rex Aviation Limited, the Cexsr 
Distributors for Australia, South East Asia at 
New Zealand. She started flying when she w 
just 16 and has since logged 1,000 hours flyir 
time. Carmel, who is also an instructress dolt 
service for the Royal Newcastle Aero Club, start( 
flying in May, 1960, and is Anne's co-pilot 
the race. 

Many of the navigational aids available in tl 
States are not yet established in Australia ar 
therefore, before the race began, it was necessa, 
for both Anne and Cannel to better acquaii 
themselves with these instruments, as well as tl 
strikingly different weather conditions encounters 
in the States as compared to their native tan 

When asked by a U.S. reporter if they intends 
to fly the Cessna home, the girls flashed a me 
winning smile and said they would return 1 
Commercial air travel and would ship the Cessi 
to Australia by ship. 

Anne said the trip to the U.S. for the race 
the first time she has been abroad. She has take 
a three months leave of absence from Rex ar 
plans to tour the U.S. after the race. 



FOR WOMEN 

Powder Puff 
Derby entry 

Carmel Brown the 26-year-old 
instructress with Royal Newcastle 
Aero Club, at Rutherford, has never 
flown with Sydney pilot Anne Car-
ter, with whom she will team for the 
Powder Puff Derby in July. 

The two will practise to Atlantic City for the start 
together for this famous of race, on July ' 

At t' the onclusion of the 
all-woman transcontinen-
tal air race when they 
arrive at Wichita (Kansas) 
U.S.A., where they will 
take delivery of the new 
Cessna 182 aircraft, sup-
plied to them for the 
race. 

MISS Brown and Miss 
Carter will be the only all-
Australian crew competing 
for the SUS1000 prize. 

A former high school 
French teacher, Miss Brown 
has been friendly for some 
years with Miss Carter, who 
is an instructress at the Rex 
Flying School, Bankstown. 

She said yesterday: "We 
started discussing plans for 
the Derby in February, but 
only decided to enter two 
months ago." 

No sponsor 
"The Cessna factory at 

Wichita agreed to supply the 
aircraft, but we have been 
unable to get a sponsor to 
help with our fares. 

"As a result we are paying 
our own way on a 28-day 
excursion fare basis through 
Qantas and will hate a very 
short time in the Slates." 

Miss Brown said she and 
Miss Carter would leave for 
the United States on June 
22. 

They would fly the Cessna 

W 
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Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners' Advocate, Thursday, May 25, 1967 

CARMEL BROWN 

race which follows a route 
through Cincinatti, Carbon-
dale, Springfielu, Tulsa, Ama-
rillo, Abuquerque. Flagstaff, 
Palm Springs and Torrance 
(New Mexico) they will fly 
the plane back to New Or-
leans, before leaving for home 
from San Francisco. 

Miss Brown was educated 
at Bailin* High School and 
Sydney Teachers College. 

She has held a pilot's iicence 
for six years and has been 
an instructress for the past 
two years. 

rD 

Pilot leaves 
for U.S. 
air race 
The onlcial nominee of 

the Australian Women 
Pilots' Association in the 
All Women Truts-Conti-
nental Air Race, 21-year-
old A-delaide secretary, Miss 
Christine Henderson, left 
Sydney last night by Qantas 
for Los Angeles. 

The all-women air race 
which is also known as the 
"Powder Puff Derby" will 
start from Atlantic City on 
July 8 and fi nish at Tor-
rance, near Los Angeles, on 
July 11. 

Miss Henderson's co-pilot 
and navigator in a Cessna 
182 single-engined plane, 
will be Mrs Ruth Hodges, 
of Brighton, Melbourne. 
More than 100 have en-
tered the 2.5110-mile race 

Nor 
ADISLATDIe. MONDAY. STYLI* 10. toes. 

Weather Delays 
Powder Puff 

From CHRISTINE 
HENDERSON, of Seaton 
Park, a competitor in 
the US "Powder Puff 
Derby" air saes far we-

ATLANTIC CITY (New 
Jersey), July 9 — The 21st 
annual Powder Puff Der-
by's take-off scheduled for 
9 a.m. yesterday was de-
layed due to weather. 

The 138 pilots and co-
nflate including women 
fliers from five continents 
were poised in Atlantic 
City eagerly awaiting 
clearing skies, which may 
not arrive until tomorrow 
morning. 

Among the participants 
in 11115 year's tranaconti-
nental air race Is Fran 
Bera, a seven-time winner 
pilot, with Barbara Lon-
don co-pilot. 

Another choice for ton 
laurels In this year's 
competition is Judy Wag-
ner, from California, this 
year's winner of the inter-
national air race from 
Montreal to Miami. 

We have put in our 
order for 10.000 feet of 
sunshine, ten miles visibil-
ity, for 10 days and are 
awaiting the arrival of 
taihisie• of sunshine t 
by 'special delivery for No. sa
'12 from our aircraft own-
ers in Santa Monica, Cali-
fornia. 

[Miss Henderson, 23, will 
fly a single-engine Cessna 
182 Skyland aircraft with 
Ruth Hodges, of Brighton, 
Vie., as navigator. Miss 
Henderson, who five years 
ago was the youngest pilot 
in Australia, is sponsored 
by "The Advertiser."] 

OAKLAND, California, 
July 9 — Mrs. Ann Pelle-

Feno, 30. Michigan's 
ling housewife. complet-

e a globe-circling flight 
on Friday in a 30-year-old 
plane to commemorate the 
30th anniversary of the 
trip charted by aviatrix 
Amelia Earhart. United 
Press International re-
ports. 

Miss Earheart dis-
appeared on a similar 
(flight. 
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Woman pilot leaves 
MISS CHRISTINE 

1-1EN'DERSON, of 
for air race Adelaide, left Sydney 

by Qantas last night 
to compete in the 
four-day Trans Con-
tinental Air Race 
between Atlantic 
City, New Jersey, and 

Los Angeles, Califor-
nia, which will begin 
on July 8. 

The wilt fly Women Pilots' Association, 
as far as possible during they are the first team the 
daylight hours. with desig- Association has entered in 
nated refuelling and over- this race. 
night stops. although none * * * of them are mandatory. 

Twenty - one - year - old 
Miss Henderson, who be-
lieves she is the youngest 
overseas competitor entered 
in the race, will fly a 

One hundred aircraft, all Cessna 182, and Mrs H. 
piloted by women, will fly E. Hodges, of Melbourne, 
in the race, which is corn- will be her co-pilot. 
monly known as the Pow- The official representa-
der Puff Derby. lives of the Australian 

* 2 The Sun, Tues., 
July 11, 1967 2 

AIR RACE 
Australian Associated Press 

NEW YO It K, Monday. — Seventy-one 
women pilots took off today in the 21st 

Powder Puff Derby. 
About 300 people 

watched them lift off at 
20-second intervals from 
Atlantic City, New Jersey. 

' They headed under full 
power for Torrence, Cali-

fornia, 2,493 miles away. 
Fog and storms earlier 

caused a 49-hour poet-
ponement of the race. 

The delay was the long-
est in the derby 's history. 

The Advertiser, Wed., July 12, 1967.—

Powder Puff 
Derby "On" 

491lasaw 

IRON RV MCI 
—.J 

114 

turn 

oe 
-;* 

Aultrallen Associated Press 
ATLANTIC CITY, July 

111—An anxious 138 women 
pilots winged away yester-
day under sunny skies to 
race across the United 
States in the 21st annual 
"Powder Puff Derby" 
(route shown In map). 

A crowd of 300 spectators 
watched the first plane, a 
single-engine Beechen( t, 
lift off the runway at 
Bader Field. 

It was followed, at 20-
seoond intervals, by the 
other 70 planes partici-
pating in the 2,493-mile 
race against the clock to 
Torrence, California. 

Starter Roy Ryder waved 
his flag at exactly 10 a.m. 
—49 hours after the race 
originally was soheduled to 

t was the longest delay 
In the history of the race. 
Last year's event was post-
poned for 48 hours, 

The ooast-to-coast race 
was poetponed on Satur-
day and Sunday through 
fog and thunderstorms 
over the mountains of 
West Virginia. 

[Christine Henderson, 23, 
of Seaton Park, is a com-
petitor in the air race. 
She is flying a single-
engine Cessna 182 Skyland 
aircraft with Ruth Hodges, 
of Brighton, Victoria, get 
navigator.

Miss Henderson, who five 
yeah ago was the youngest 
pilot in Australia, is spon-
sored by "The Advertiser." 

Miss Henderson will send 
special reports to 'The 
Advertiser' about the pro-
gress of the race.] 

DAILY TELEGRAPH, TUESDAY, JULY 

TWO Australian women fl yers have a
Atlantic City for the atart of the 2 

der puff derby"—the all-woman U.S. , ttnental air race. The Australians, Ar 
and Carmel Brown, both of New bout are among the 12 women aviatrixes 
eign countries competing in the race. 1 a commercial jet from Sydney to Wich sas, where they picked up their plane flew it to Atlantic City. A total of ' win take ofT next Saturday for Torre, fornia, a distance of 2493 miles. 

— AVIATION NEWS, Wednesday, April 19 

Women will 
race in U.S. 
INTERNATI0NA L L Y-

known Australian 
woman pilot, Mrs Nancy 
B1rd Walton, will lead a 
contingent of 14 women 
pilots visiting the USA to 
July for the famed 
"Powder Puff Derby". 

Mrs Walton told AVIA-
TION NEWS that three 
Australian women pilots 
had entered for the all 
woman transcontinental air 
race. 

About 100 aircraft are ex-
pected to contest the race—
one of the moat popular 
events on the US aviation 
calendar. 

After the race Mrs Wal-
ton will make a lecture 
tour of America. 

DAILY TELEGRAPH, THURSDAY, JULY 

Flier on 
course 

Melbourne Hier Mrs. 
Corine Druce has reached 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. on the 

tftll stagg ins 
Puff Derby. 

She is partnered by 
Mrs. Kay Nisbet, of 
North Carolina. 

Fran Hera, of Cali-
fornia, winner of seven 

Powder Puff Derbies, aR-
earca LO be (be ear y 

leader in the annual 
cross-country air race. 

At least 10 of the 71 
starters, who took off at 
20-second Intervals from 
Atlantic City, New Jer-
sey. were disqualified 
after a thunderstorm 
forced them to land off-
route. 
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PILOT Sue Folks, who flew a single-engined Beechcraft Debonair non-stop across Australia, 
pictured on her arrival at Jandakot Airport, outside Perth. 

Girl pilot's daring flight 
across the continent 

BEHIND 25-year-old 
Sue Folks' near-

record, non-stop flight in 
a single-engined plane.
from Sydney to Perth lies 
a story of seven years' 
ambition and daring. 

Her time was 12 hours, 
42 minutes. 

The record for this 2150-
mile flight was 12 hours 32 
minutes, held by John Swain, 
of Orange, N.S.W. 

The actual flying time has 
since been bettered by Ross 
Smith, of Perth, flying a 
Mooney Executive 21. His 
was a standard-type plane, 
not equipped with long-
distance fuel tanks. He stop-
ped at Whyalla, S.A., and 
Forrest, on the Nullarbor, to 
refuel. But his elapsed 
time for the trip was 12 
hours 14 minutes. His daugh-
ter was a passenger on the 
flight with hint. 

Swain's plane and Sue's 
were both fitted with long• 
distance fuel tanks. 

Sue was a schoolteacher, 
has been married for five 
years to charter pilot Max 
Folks, and has been flying-
herself since she was 18. So 
far she has logged about 700 
hours in the air. 

Sue is the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Heath, of 
Ingham, North Queensland, 
one of four children, and the 
only one to take up flying. 
She joined the Ingham Aero 
Club in 1960. 

Sue had done about 14 
hours' flying when Max 
Folks became Chief Flying 
Instructor at Townsville. He 
took her through the rest of 
the course, and a couple of 
months before they anounced 
their engagement, when she 
had logged the necessary 45 
hours, she realised ambition 
number one — she got her 
Private Pilot's Licence. 

Sue acrd Max were married 
at the end- of 1961 and lived 
in Townsville for a year 

By PAT PARKER 

CHARTER PILOT Max 
Folks, Sue's husband. 
They have been married 

for five years. 

while Sue pressed on with 
her flying. 

Next she went for her 
Commercial Pilot's Licence. 
This requires 165 hours of 
flying as well as the usual 
ground study course in navi-
gation, meteorology, engines, 
air frames, and principles of 
flight. 

She did most of the course 
by correspondence, but when 
Max joined Civil Flying Ser-
vice, a charter company, and 
they moved to Melbourne, 
she finished it at the Techni-
cal School there. 

She is now studying for an 
Instrument Rating, which 
will allow her to fly at night 
and in had weather. 

It wasn't till Max was 
posted to WA's iron-ore 
country, two years ago, that 
Sue really came into her 
own — flyingwise. 

They lived until recently at 
Roebourne, in the far north 
of Western Australia. Several 
rime, when Max was ill, Sue 
took over and piloted his 
company's six-seater Beech-
craft Baron between the iron 
mining sites at Mount Tom 
Price and the Hamersley 
Iron Company's port at King 
Bay. Also she flew the 900 
miles to Perth and back 
three times in one week. 

The flight from Sydney to 

Perth happened at short 
notice. 

Sue told me, "We went to 
Sydney for my sister's wed-
ding Then Max had to go 
to Melbourne to pick up a 
plane for his company, and 
it looked as if I'd end up an 
airline passenger. 

"But a few days before we 
were due to leave for home 
we visited friends at Banks-
town and I just thought I'd 
inquire if there were any 
aircraft to be delivered." 

Sue found that a four-
seater Beechcraft Debonair 
had just been delivered at 
Bankstown aerodrome from 
_America and was due to go 
on to Perth. 

When the Hawker de 
Havilland people asked her 
if she would tackle the trip 
to Perth in one hop, she 
said "yes." 

Her take-off from Mascot 
was delayed several days be-
cause of unsuitable weather, 
and, in the end, she reached 
„Jandakot Airport, just out-
side Perth, without her hits• 
band even knowing she'd 
left. That day he was pilot-
ing a charter flight to the 
Barrow Island oilfield. 

It was a trouble-free trip 
("just one or two rain and 

dust storms") and she 
wasn't lonely ("too busy 
map-reading and- sighting 
landmarks"). 

But, of course, after 12 
hours 42 minutes in the air 
she was stiff and cramped 
when she landed — with still 
enough petrol left to take 
her 100 miles. 

She wore a slacks suit and 
took no parachute ("There's 
no room, and, anyway, I 
have complete confidence 
in the machine when I know 
it's well looked after") and 
took some sandwiches and 
fruit for lunch. 

She talks about the flight 
as other young women would 
about their drives to the 
supermarket. 

The fact that she made 
history by being the first 
woman to do so meant less 
to her than saving her fare 
home to Perth from Sydney. 

Sue was surprised by the 
heroine's reception she got. 

Last year she flew from 
Sydney to Perth twice, and 
once from Melbourne to 
Perth, but with stops for re-
fuelling on each trip. She 
had passengers on the flight 
from Melbourne. 

"Flying fascinates mel" 
Sue says. "I love itl" 

THE AUSTRALIAN WUMEN's WEEKLY —March 1, 1967 

Actress flying 
to Russia 

From Guy Austin 

HOLLY WOOD, 
Saturday. —

Actress Susan Oliver 
will fly solo from 
California to Moscow 
next month, 

"It will be a first," said 
the green-eyed blonde, who 
has appeared in guest roles 
in just about every TV 
series. 

"No woman has ever 
made the flight before." 

Her plan is to reach 
Moscow in time for the 
June film festival end there 
join other Hollywood cele-
brities. 

Her route will be via 
Canada, Newfoundland, Ice-
land and Denmark. 

`I lore it' 
A U.S. jet pilot, a friend 

of the 37-year-old actress, 
told her, "I wouldn't try 
that flight solo for a million 
dollars waiting for me at 
the other end." 

Why then Is Susan 
Oliver attempting let It 
is not for publicity. 

Miss Oliver has been an 
established star in Holly-
wood for 10 years, and be• 
fore that a success on 
Broadway where she won an 
award for her performance 
in "Look Back In Anger." 

"lust what is the urge be-
hind this long and daring 
attempt to fly to Moscow 
solo?" I asked. 

Miss Oliver acid: "Some 
people start to learn the 
piano, beginning with 
scales, go on to learn a 
tune, then have BR ambition 
to play Chopin and Bach. 

"Others have a craze to 
climb mountains, starting 
with a local cliff, and end-
ing up trying to scalp the 
Matterhorn. 

"It's something like this 

Susan Oliver . . "I 
want to get to the fop" 

Betty Miller . . . solo 
to Australia. 

with me. rye been flying 
now for two and a half 
years. I lore IL I want let 
get to the absolute lop for 
a woman. 

'Three years ago a friend 
took me up in his small 
plane and we flew over Los 
Angeles. 

"Six months later 1 went 
to the flying school owned 
by Chuck and Betty Miller 
its Santa Monica and told 
Chem I wanted tq learn. 

"Betty Miller was the first 
woman to fly solo from Cali-
fornia to Australia. 

"Inside of me, as I took 
lessons, I wanted to do 
something like that. 

"I now have a commercial 
pilot's licence with an instru-
ment rating. That's the 
highest you can get." 

Last year Miss Oliver 
made her longest solo flight, 
1600 air 'Rain to Chatta-
nooga, Tennessee, to visit 
her parents and family. 

emote fly-in 

I 
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Miss lune Perry, right, 
steps out of her plane at 
AeroPellean and Is met by 
Miss Pat Barnes (left) and 
Mattara Princess Miss Pam 
Hely when she arrived at the 
aerodrome on Saturday in 
the women's 'fly-In" which 
was staged to draw atten-
tion to women pilots and 

their training. 



SURFERS PARADISE 
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COVERING THE GOLD COAST 

Wedneday, April 17, 1967 No. 207  

AUSTRALIAN 
WOMEN pilots from all States 

of Australia used Coolangatta airport 
as their base last week when they 
visited the Gold Coast. 

Almost 100 women 
pilots came to the Coast 
for the Annual Confer-
ence of the Australian 
Women'. Pilots Associ-
ation. 
Many pilots flew their 

own planes to Coolangatta 
to take part in ,the trial 
of airmanship and reliabil-
ity which was won by Mrs. 
&Ma Robey from Sydney. 

This is the only annual 
event on the aviation cal-
endar with a perpetual 
trophy which remains in 
the home State of the win-
ner for the year. 

The trial is flown over a 
130 mile triangular course 
and aeroplanes are flown 
to makers' specifications. 

Mrs. Robey hat been fly-
ing for ID years and ill 
now an instructress. 
Second was Mrs. Pare 
Mills from Victoria with 
Mrs. Margaret Kentley 
from Sydney, third. 

Among those attending 
the conference were Mrs. 
Nancy Bird Walton, who 
was founder of the Aus-
tralian Women's Pilots As-
sociation, Miss Ross 
Goudle, Miss Judith 
Watchorn and Miss 
Heather Ines — both of 
Teammate, who flew up in 
a Cessna 172. 

The convention was held 
at the Broadbeach Hotel. 

At the annual meeting, 
the 1938 Acrobatic Chun-

PILOTS HOLD 
CONVENTION 

Miss Beryl Young who la 
a charter pilot with Avis 
in Melbourne, Miss Sue 
Folks, who recently made 
a record non-stop flight 
from Bankstown, NSW, to 
Perth, W.A., and with Miss 
Riede, three years ago won 
the women's section of the 
Ansett Mr Race from 
Brisbane to Adelaide. 

Laurie English from 
Albury, NSW. flew up with 
Jill Rowntree of Mt. Hope, 
western NSW, in a Cessna 
172. 

Coolangatta 
trophy race 

pion, Mrs. Esther Mather of 
Melbourne (who learned to 
fly In Queensland) was 
re-elected federal president 
and Mrs Olga Toning of 
Queensland, vice presi-
dent. 

Mrs. Peg Kellman is 
Queensland president and 
Miss Joan Trudgett. 
Queensland secretary. • 

Six members from West 
Australia arrived in . 
twin-engined Beechcraft. 

The member with the 
greatest number of credits 
would be Nancy Leebold, 
M.B.E. 

To list some of them: 
she holds a senior com-
mercial licence, multiple 
engine endorsement, only 
A.W.PA. member to fly 
Jets, Instructor's rating, 
C.F.I. Dubbo, instructor 
with Royal Aero Club of 
NSW, instrument rating, 
first class radio operator's 

licence, licensed engineer, 
Fellow of Australian In-
stitute of Navigation (only 
woman), and only woman 
member of committee of 
Institute of Navigation. 

As well she is technical 
officer in the Department 
of Mr, wartime transport 
pilot, two years with Rolls 
Royce engineering team 
working on Dart engines, 
runs her own aviation 
company "Avmar", flew 
Miles Messenger from Eng-
land, awarded the Amelia 
Earhardt Scholarship (only 
Australian woman to do 
so), went to America as 
guest of the U.S.A. Air 
Force. 

Toured New Zealand on 
an Aerial Agriculture 
Study and returned to 

Australia in an advisory 
capacity in pasture and 
erosion control. 

Visited America at re-
quest of the U.S. Govern-
ment, studying commercial 
trends in Aviation. 

President of the Insti-
tute of Navigation (only 
Australian woman). 

Congratulated on her 
achievements she, with 
quite unconscious modesty, 
replied: "Oh, that's noth-
ing. There are so many 
more things I still want to 

GOLD COAST BULLETIN, Wednesday, April 12, 1967. 

WOMEN PILOTS 
AT BROADBEACH 

t • 

P,etured at 
Nat 'Inlay night's din-
ner and trophy prefers-
tat. ))))) the main social 
meat of the inth an-
neal meeting of the 
Aurtrallan Wom^n 
I AsemelatIon at 
the lirondbeees . . 
Mot weekend, are Slier 
].:tureen Hayseed and 
Atm Ivy Hammed, of 
etn-ren• Paradise.. Mies 
Jill Itowntree• of Mt. 
Milli (NAV). Slid MAI 
1.. English, of Albury 
(NSW). 

Alma 70 tr 
10111,4 from ell over 
Aurtratia attended the 
meeting and most flew 
theniaelVeli to the Gold 
Conch 

Another fentere of 
the meeting sms the 

derpirff triangle", 
tort of flying skill en 

a 180-mile triangular 
coerce, held nn Satur-
day. south of (100111.in 
gotta. 

tilllf IT: Miss Beryl 
Timex, of Melbourne, 
winner of the Nancy 
Bird trophy, awarder' 
to the woman pilot who 
has done the most for 
aviation In the past 
year, reenters her 
trophy from the I)ireer 
tor of Civil Aviation, 
Mr I). G. Anderson. 
During the past year, 

Miss Young has led 
five planes in Solomon 
Isinnds- mineral cur-
very," end has also con-
fine-led a fishing nor• 
vey to North Queens-
land. 

Nancy Bird trophy 
to Melbourne flyer 
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A few of several dozen aircraft, including three twins, which flew to Coolangawa for the 1967 A.W,P.A. 
Annual General Conference. 
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It'slike a feminine take-over of Coolangatta Airport 
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A Gold Coast Sun photo-
grapher followed the pro-
gress of two competitors 
in last weekend's "Powder 
Puff' air reliability trial. 

They were Doreen Mc-
Leod, a housewife from 
Brisbane and Margaret 
Lee, a speech-tkacher also 
from Brisbane. 

Doreen has been flying 
for ten years, but Margaret 
only five years. For the 
Gold Coast flight they 
used a Cessnd 172 four-
seater aircraft. 

RIGHT: Doreen (near-
est camera) and Margaret 
check over flight plans 
minutes before take-off 
time on Saturday morning, 
while later (at far right) 
Doreen makes a final 
check over her aircraft. 

TOP: The competitors 
are air-borne in the trial 
and pictured over the run-
way as they passed the 
airport control tower. 
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She's the tops in 
A Sydney flying 

instructress, Mrs Sen-
ja Robey, won both 
the trial and spot-
landing sections of 
the "Powder Puff 
Triangle" yesterday. 

Mrs Pamela Mills, of 
Melbourne, was second 
and Mrs Margaret Kent-
ley, of Sydney, third. 

The triangle was flown 
by 13 women pilots to 
see who could best 
arrive on time without 
bouncing. 

The 13 came from 
every Australian State, 
and including seven com-
mercial pilots who make 

air triangle 
charter flights or give The pilots lost 20 
instruction. points for each bounce 

They were competing in landing back at 
in the Women Pilots' Coolangatta. 
Association's sisteenth All planes had tricycle 
annual reliability trial. landing-gear, and pilots 

They had to keep a had to keep their noses 
straight and narrow 130- up for at least three 
mile course between seconds after the main 
Cudgera Creek (Tweed), wheels touched, or lose 
Evans Head and Casino. points. 

The triangle began Civil Aviation Depart-
14 miles south of ment officials set trial 
Coolangatta, where times under conditions of 
association officials the day for particular 
clocked them out and types of aircraft at 
in. normal cruising speeds. 

". •'.1.
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11 OOLANGATTA AIRPORT had the 
1J appearance of a feminine take-over 
last weekend, when almost 100 women 
pilots and their navigators flew into 
the Gold Coast for their annual get-
together and "Powder Puff" air relia-
bility trial. 

Their chic little planes, parked in a long 
line on the airport tarmac, looked like a 
fashion parade oC what the well-dressed Aus-
tralian woman is flying this year. 

The women flew in from all States. 
One, Sue Folks, even took time out to break 

the record for a flight from Sydney to Perth 
by 52 minutes, before heading for the Gold 
Coast. 

A Sydney flying instructor, Mrs. Senja 
Robey, won the reliability trial, which took 
the planes on a triangular course down the 
Tweed Coast, inland to Casino and back to 
Coolangatta. 

In the trial, points were deducted for com-
pleting sections of the course ahead of or 
behind schedule, for each bounce on landing 
and for not landing spot-on target. 

The women made The Broadbeach Hotel 
their headquarters for their annual dinner 
meeting and accommodation. 

At the dinner, the Director General of 
Civil Aviation, Mr. D. J. Anderson, presented 
the Nancy Bird Trophy — for the woman 
pilot who did most for aviation in the past 
year — to Miss Beryl Young. 

Miss Young is a charter pilot for Avis in 
Melbourne. 

:•• 
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Women pilots fly a 
tricky trial course 

COOLANGATTA. - Thirteen women 
pilots yesterday flew the "Powder-Puff 
Triangle" south of Coolangatta, to see who 
could best arrive on time, without bouncing. 

They had to keep a 
straight and narrow 130-
mile course between 
Cudgerk Creek (Tweed). 
Evans Head, and Casino. 

The triangle began 14 
militia south of Coolan-
gatta where officials of 
the Australian Women 
Pilots' Association 
clocked them out and In. 

The 13 allots, includ-
ing many of Australia's 
top women flyers, were 
competing In the associa-
tion's sixteenth annual 
reliability trial. 

All had women navi-
gators. The 13. from 
every Australian State, 
Included seven commer-
cial allots who make 
charter flights or give 
flying instructions. 

In yesterday's trial 
points were deducted for 
completing sections or the 
course ahead of or be-
hind schedule — 10 
points for each minute. 

Competitors lost 20 

II AA-

pointaff0Y each bounce In 
landittg bock at Coolan-
tette.. 

All planes had tricycle 
landing gear, and pilots 
had to keep theft TOSIN 
up for at least 'three 
seconds after the main 

- wheel. touched,or lose 
points. 
'Winner of both the 

Trial and Spot Land-
ing Sections is Mrs, 
Sepia Robey, a Sydney 
flying Instructor. 

She had least point 
deductions and landed 
spat on a SOft, strip 
target. 

Set times 
Mrs. Pamela Mills of 

Melbourne was second 
and Mrs. Margaret Bent-
ley col Sydney, third. 

Department of Civil 
Aviation officials set 
trial times under con-
ditions of the day for 
particular types of air-
craft at normal cruis-
ing speeds. 

At a Broadbeach Hotel 
dinner last night the 
Director General of 
Civil Aviation (Mr. D. 
J. Anderson) presented 
the Nancy Bird Trophy 
to the woman pilot who 
did most for aviation last 
year 

"W`4•••• 

4 

Winner 
The winner is Miss 

Beryl Young, of Mel-
bourne, who this year led 
five planes in a Solomon 
'stands aerial mineral 
survey. 

She also conducted an 
aerial fishing survey In 
North Queensland be-
tween Townsville and 
Rockhampton. Miss 
Young won a first-class 
instrument rating last 
year. 

Next year's reliability 
trial, for the women 
pilots will be in South 
Australia. 

Picture — Page 18 
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0ROUS air pilots, Mrs. Judith Lord-
ift) and Mrs. Rosemary Arnold, both 
Oey, leaving their light plane at 
motto Airport yesterday, when they 

to attend the Australian Women 
Association annual meeting at Broad-

Mrs. Arnold is Australia's only 

woman helicopter pilot. 
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She's the tops in 
A Sydney flying 

ja Robey, won both 
the trial and air triangle instructress, Mrs 

spot-
landing 

Sen-

sections of 
charter flights or give The pilots lost 20 the 

" 
"Powder Puff 

instruction. points for each bounce
Triangle yesterday. They were competing in landing hack at 

in the Women Pilots' Coolanga tta. Mn Pamela Mills, of 
Melbourne, was 

secondKent- 

Association's sixteenth All planes had tr icyc l e

and Mrs Margaret annual reliability trial. landing-gear, and pilots

ley, of Sydney, third. They had to keep a had to keep thei r noses
straight and narrow 130- up for at least three The triangle was flown mile course between seconds after the main by 13 women pilots to Cudgere Creek (Tweed), wheels touched, or lose see who could best Evans Head and Casino. points. arrive on time without The triangle began Civil Aviation Depart-bouncing. 14 miles south of ment officials set alai 

The 13 came from Coolangatta, where times under conditions of 
every Australian State, association officials the day for particular 
and including seven corn- clocked them out and types of aircraft at mercial pilots who make in. normal cruising speeds. 
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There was art enthusiastic 

local contingent at the cock-
tail party, dinner and trophy 
presentation which culmina-
ted the 16th annual general 
meeting of the Australian 
Women Pilots Association 
held at The Broadbeach 
Hotel last weekend. 

They included Associa-
tion secretary Miss Joan 
Trudgett and members 
Mrs. Ivy Hassard, Mrs. 
Joan Salter, Mrs. Lores 
Bonney, Mrs. Connie Kar-
hula and Mrs. Lorraine 
Stephens. 

Mrs. Hassard, a person-
ality better known on the 
Coast for her fashion de-
signing than her flying ex-
ploits, told me she thought 
it was particularly enjoyable 
to see the large number of 
quite young girls and women 
who are now members of 
the Association and to know 
how keen they are to carry 
on the very fine traditions 
of the pioneer women pilots 
of Australia. 

• • 
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To Coast in planes 
...for talks on flying 

SURFERS' PARADISE.—Ninety-four women pilots are attending the Australian Womens' 
Pilots Association annual meeting at the Broadbeach Hotel, Gold Coast. 

Moat of them flew 
aircraft to the Coolan-
gatta Airport. 

Two of the pilots—Miss 
Judith Watchorn of 
Hobart and Miss Heather 
Innes, of Launceston—left 
Tasmania in a Cessna 172 
on Monday for the con-
ference. 

Miss Watchorn said: 
"We stopped overnight at 
Melbourne, Griffiths, and 
Moree. and the aero clubs 
there went to no end of 
trouble to find us accom-
modation. 

"We had a pretty good 
trip right through and 
were fortunate enough to 
have lovely weather all the 
time." she said. 

6 From W.A. 
Six other association 

members will arrive from 
Western Australia today 
in a twin-engined Beech-
craft. 

The pilot will be Sue 
Folks, who flew from 
Sydney to Perth on April 
1 to break the record by 
62 minutes. 

The 1938 Australian 
acrobatic champion, Mrs. 
Esther Mather, now the 
Federal president. arrived 
yesterday with other exe-
cutive members, including 
the secretary (Miss Rosa 
Goudie) and the treasurer 
(Miss Emily Siedes. 

Mrs. Mather gained her 
private pilot's licence in 
1932 and her commercial 
licence a year later. 

Until her marriage she 
was a charter pilot and 
also gave numerous acro-
batic displays. 

"Though it was unusual 
for a woman to win the 
acrobatic championship at 
a time when there were not 
a great number of women 
pilots around, there was 
no fuss about it," Mrs. 
Mather said. 

She said she was just 
"one of the men" as far as 
her male colleagues were 
concerned. 

"They had accepted me 
as a pilot and that was 
all," she said. 

Another woman at the 
convention is Beryl Young, 
whose work as a charter 
pilot for Avis in Melbourne 
has brought her a wide 
and varied number of 
assignments. 

In January, 1966, Miss 
Young went to the Solo-
mon Islands with a Swed-
ish party to conduct a 
mineral survey for the 
United Nations. 

Air races are what most 
Interest the Federal secre-
tary (Miss Sleds). 

In in race 

tries. 
Judges are Mr. A. S. 

Christie, of Melbourne, 
Civil Aviation Depart-
ment senior examiner of 
airmen, and Mr. A. Schutt. 

Tomorrow night members 
will attend a cocktail party, 
followed by a dinner. 

The Director - General 
of Civil Aviation (Mr D. 

She said: "Three years 
ago Sue Folks, another 
pilot, and I entered the 
Ansett air race from Bris-
bane to Adelaide and were 
lucky enough to win the 
women's section." 

Miss Siede has been fly-
ing for four years. 

Tonight the association 
will hold its annual meet-
ing and a reliability trial 
will be held at the Cool-
angatta Airport tomorrow 
morning. 

The trial, with a 130-
mile triangular route, is 
run on a handicap basis. 
So far there are 15 en-

G. Anderson) will present 
the 1966 Nancy Bird Award 
to the woman who has 
made the most noteworthy 
efforts in flying. 

Mr. R. W. Seymour, 
regional director for the 
Queensland Civil Aviation 
Department, will announce 
the reliability trial win-
ner. 

- THE C0URIER4MAIL FRIDAY APRIL 7 1967 
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ONE person who came 

to see the area for herself 
this week was the famous 
woman pilot, Mrs. M 
Kentley, who is Governor 
of the International 
Women's • Pilots Associa-
tion. 

Mrs. Kentley flew up to 
Maroochy aerodrome last 
Monday accompanied by 
another famous woman 
pilot, Miss Meg Skelton, 
who first flew solo in 1929 

They had been attending 
the Australian Women 
Pilots' Association Conven-
tion at Coolangatta. They 
left for Sydney on Wednes-
day morning. 

• • • 
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ABOVE: Margaret Lee, Ivy 
Hessord and Morj. Peeler in-
spected a Cessna at Coolongatto 
Airport lost Saturday before the 

Women's air race, 
The three ore members of the 

Australian Women Pilots' As. 

sociation and were attending the . 
Austrolion Women Pilots' Cori 
ference at the Broodbeach Hotel. 
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Women pilots 
stop briefly 
at Inverell 
Mrs. Rosemary Arnold, the only 

:.. the Southern Hemisphere to 
hold a helicopter licence, visited Inverell 
yesterday . 

Accompanied by Mrs. Judy Lording, 
she was going to Queensland to attend a 
conference of the Australian Women 
Pilots' Associotoin ct Broadbeach. 

The two women 
pilots, who were flying 
their own plane to the 
conference, stopped 
at Inverell for several 
hours yesterday to 
visit relatives of Mrs 
Arnold. 

When asked why 
there were so few 
women helicopter pi-
lots Mrs Arnold said: 
"A figure has been 
suggested that only 
three out of every ten 
pilots have the apti-
tude to become a heli-
copter pilot. 

"Flying a helicopter 
is much harder than 
flying a plane because 
it depends so much on 
reflexes and co-ordln-
ation of the limbs. 

"It has been said 
that if you can pat 
your head and rub 
Your stomach at the 
same time you have 
some of the co-ordin-
ation needed to fly a 
helicopter," she said. 

"If you are a slow 
learner, obtaining a 
helicopter licence can 
be very costly. be-
cause every minute of 
flying time costs one 
dollar. 

"I rushed through 
mine In October. 1965, 
but I had the added 
incentive of being the 
only woman pilot in 
the southern hemis-
phere. 

"It took me 40 
flying hours to get my 
licence," she said. 

Mrs Arnold said 
she had been able to 
recoup some of her 
expenses by writing 
for aviation magazines 
In Australia and Am-
erica and doing some 
television work. 

Both pilots have 
bc-en doing exams to 

obtain their commerc-
ial licences and Mrs 
Arnold has finished 
her exams to get her 
commercial helicopter 
licence, 

She said that when 
she obtained this she 
would be able to do 
work in surf and 
traffic patrol and 
rescue work. 

Mrs Arnold and 
Mrs Lording arc hop-
ing to Comprte as an 
Australian team In 
the "Powder Puff 
Derby" which will be 
held In Washington 
at the end of June. 

Their only probhmE 
60 far is trying to get 
a sponsor to finance 
the trip. 

"We have been try-
ing for five months to 
find a sponsor with-
out success." said 
Mrs Lording. 

The conference in 
Queensland, wh i c h 
feature a 130-mile 
starts today, will 
race for those attend-
ing the annual meet-
ing. 

The destination of 
the race will not be 
known until an hour 
before the race. 

More than 100 of 
the 400 registered wo-
men pilots In Aus-
traIla are expected' to 
attend he conference. 

Mrs Lording said 
the women pilots in 
Australia were known 
in Australia, as 
W.O.O.P.S. 

"This Is because 
when we land the 
passengers usually ex-
claim, whoops," she 
said. 

Pictured above are 
Mrs Lording (left) 
and Mrs Arnold. 
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HE Royal Aero Club of SA recently 
added to its instructor roster, giving 

e club nine full-tune instructors. 
The addition is til-year-old Helen 
icon, who becomes the second 
amen to hold an instructor position 
,th the RACSA in its 40,year history. 
Helen learned to fly in New Zealand 
rd has become well-known in SA fly-
ig circles as a demanding, but patient 
Istructor. Before joining the RACSA 
aft, she was Chief Flying Instructor 
rith Ross Aviation's Parafield flying 
chvol. 
National Air Show spectators may re-

nember Helen's demonstration of a 
'dead stick" landing in a Cessna dur-
rtg the Parafield section of the show. 

MEMO AWPA:—Are girl teachers 
slled "instructors" or "instruc-
leases'?" Either way, they are ob-
viously good! 1 
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A footsore flier 
set a 
target 
Wireebold first began 

Nancy Ellis 

flying,  early In World 
War TO° she discovered 
that one of the most 
difficult things facing a 

was mustering a 
t of flying equip-

ment. 
She tramped Sydney 

before finding a reason-
able helmet, and a pair 
of goaport tubes. She 
hunted high and low —
even Interstate — for a 
computer and other 
pilot necessities. 

It was during these 
searches for flying 
equipment that she had 
the idea of starting .a 
- one-stop" shop to cater 
for the needs of pilots, 
navigators, and engi-
neers. 
It was many years. 

and several thousand 
flying hours later, that 
Mrs Leebold opened such 
a shop under the AV-
MAR banner, at Banks-
town airport, NSW. 

Today Amur retails 
what Is claimed to be 
the most comprehensive 
selection of navigation 
instrurateats, plotters, 
(Impeders and calcul-
ators available in Aus-
tralia. 
In its modern show-

room, the company 
stocks Weems-Dalton. 
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Mrs Leebold. 
Jeppesen, Airtour APR, 
Amato, Howse, Batori, 
Dunlap and Mattern 
navigational computers. 
These range from slide-
grapIceetcrpes for 30-400 

800 
kts s Tr;orldttees up to 

k 
In addition there are 

plotters, protractors, 
contoured kneeboards 
and runway safe-length 
calculators. There are 
map folders, chart 
storage cases, and a full 
range of panel and wrist 
chronographs and stop-
watches. 

And just for old time's 
sake, there is a small 
stock of flying helmets 
and gosport tubes! 

Mrs Leebold is a Fel-
low of the Australian 
Institute of Navigation 
and is currently the 
Institute's president (the 
only women to hold the 
post), and her friendly 
advice on navigation 
equipmeht selection is 
part of Avmar's cus-
tomer service. 

Below: One corner of Armor's modern Bankstown 
showroom, where students and professionals alike 
can shop for textbooks on navigation, or cockpit 

equipment. 
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Miss Australia, 20-year- it. 
old Adelaide schoolteacher • 
Margaret Rohan had a fascin-
ating trip to Sydney last night   becau se she

learnt a little 
more about 
flying. 

"I just had to tell the 
pilot how good I am now 
at flying a Cessna," she 
joked as she stepped off 
a T.A.A. flight. 

"I've been learning for 
the last- month on my 
country tour around 
South Australia and I 
think I'm just terribly 
smart. 

"I've even landed in 
paddocks and little coun-
try towns." 

Miss Rohan, a willowy 
brunette from Rostrevor. 
an Adelaide suburb. 
rested at the Chevron 
Hotel last night to pre-
pare herself for her trip 
to America this morn-
ing. 

She will represent Aus-
tralia in the International 
Beauty Congress at Long 
Reach. California: 

trying 
fun for 
beauty 

She had one big prob-
lem on her mind last 
night—her luggage was 
already 30lb overweight 
and she had been given 
instructions 'to keep to 
the 661b limit. 

"I've already taken 
out II suits and hung 
them back in my ward-
robe." she said. 

"I'm really looking 
forward to the sight-
seeing and shopping over-
seas, but my family has 
given me shopping lists 
that are feel long." 

• Picture shows Mar-
garet Rohan at Mascot 

airport last night. 

0 

0 



Kr 

it!• •

`FAMILIES' 
FOR U.S. 

STUDENTS 
DEBORAH'S interested in astronomy, so our plans include 

a car trip to Canberra to see Mt. Stromlo," said Mrs 
G. S. Santow, of Cremorne. 

urter 
ince 

ol. 
from the same 

Mirs Santow, her F h scho 
husband Dr Santow, The only "family" to 
and daughter Mad- enrol were twins from 

orie—a 5th year stu- Sydney Boys' High 

dent at S.C.E.G.G.S., travels School, John and David 
Mitchell. 

Darlinghurst — were student chosen for the 
Ellen Gesmer, of New 

among Sydney fam- school. Highlands, Massachu-
lies at the airport Before the Air New setts, was shown the 
yesterday to meet Zealand plane landed, ropes this morning by 
young U.S. students the waiting group ex- her hostess, Pamela 
who have come here changed talk of enter- Rosenfield, of Rose Bay, 

for the Nuclear Re- tainment program s. a fifth year student at 
girl like?"What is your g 

search Foundation's Dover Heights High, 

Summer Science 
Here's mine," said one The four U.S. girl stu-
youngster producing a dents include Cathleen 

School. picture of the U.S. stu- O'Rourke, of Los Ala-
All the local families dent her family had won. mos, New Mexico, -vho 

contacted their U.S. Mr and Mrs H. L. doubles interest as con-

guest month ago. Morris and daughter can pianist and science a Laurelle had - left their enthusiast. 
"Deborah won the top plans fairly fluid to ace 

and she is keen on astro- Nancy Shoemaker will SHE Is staying 
maths prize in her State just what their guest 

nomy. We have prepared want to do. with Gabrielle Wood, a 
a general program for fifth year student at Ab-
sightseeing to fit in with par-
her interests, and so she L botsieigh, and her 

AURELLE, a eats, Mr and Mrs R. 1. 
can see as much of Aus- student at Cremorne Wood, at their Chats-
trail, in the time," said Girls' High, is one of wood home. 
Mrs Santow. two girls from her school At the end of the 

A group of 10 Lyndan who are among those en- school held at Sydney 
B. Johnson scholars, rolled at the Summer University, the U.S. 
selected nation-wide fcr School this morning. scholars go on to Hong 
the trip, are billeted with Helen Perry, of Sea- Kong, Rome and Lon-
families who have a forth, is the other nom- don. 
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PAMELA ROSENFIELD, (left), of Ron flay, and LAURELLE MORRIS, of Clentarf fright), greet their U.S. 
games ELLEN GESMER, of New Highlards, Mossochoselts, and NANCY SHOEMAKER, of Longmeadow, 

Masseelsuretta, on Hour arrival ert Sydney airport yesterday by Air New Zealand. 

Beikhcraft 
CRPTOLgull,ciaid_ 

=SYDREY.-PERTH 
AUSTRALIA 

' SEDUM DEBONAIR PER alrEllemairt 

bas 

I,1 

a 

• 

TTTc 1,Tvur •CriENCE sTuryErn 

fP 

rao 

fl,

o e 6 

,0,, t*Ast 

Professor Hair) messet head tit the University .of Sydney's School of 
Physics, beams as he poses with live of 10 American High school 

science students who arrived by air in Sydney yesterday to attend the 
tenth annual summer science school at the University. 

The Sydney Morning Herald, Monday, January 9, 1967 

The Sydney Morning Herald, Mon., Jen. 30, 1967 

WOMAN 
MAKES 
LONG SOLO 
FLIGHT 
PERTH, Sunday.—Mica 

Sue Folks, 23, of Perth 
today became the first 
woman to fly a single-
engine aircraft non-atop 
from Sydney to Perth. 

She arrived at landakot 
airport at 5.58 p.m., only 
10 minutes behind the 
record time for a non-stop 
flight in a single-engine air-
craft. 

She had been in the air 
II hours 50 minutes and 
had flown 2,150 miles. 

Only two people, both 
men, have flown non-stop 
from Sydney in a single-
engine aircraft. 

Miss Folks was flying a 
new Beechcraft Debonair 
which she was delivering to 
Western Australia for Beech-
craft Australia. 

VISITORS 
SHOW 
KEENESS, 
TACT 
Ten of America's most 

brilliant High school 
science students arrived in 
Sydney yesterday and 
proved they were well 
versed in the art of 
diplomacy. 

They were offered 
"science, science and more 
science" by Professor Harry 
Messel, while their Austra-
lian foster-families were 
full of talk about the sights 
of Sydney and the beaches 
at the height of summer. 

Fresh from a special 
White House reception on 
Friday. the students, four 
girls and six boys, diplo- 
matically said they would 
juggle their hours to get the 
most out of both offers. 

Known as the Lyndon B. 
Johnson Australian science 
scholars, they are visiting 
Sydney for the tenth annual 
summer science school at 
the University of Sydney. 

Selected from more than 
200,000 applicants, the 
students will loin about 150 
Australian High school 
pupils for the school, Con-
ducted by the Science 
Foundation for Physics 
within the university. 

ROCKETS 
The school starts today. 
Most of the visiting 

students plan to make a 
career of mathematics, but 
have a wide range of 
hobbies and interests. 

George L. Middleton. 1?, 
of Massachusetts, has been 
building model rockets since 
he was 12. 

Also from Massachusetts. 
I6-year-old Ellen Gesmer, 
takes time off from her 
Science and mathematics 
studies to work as a fashion 
model in a Boston depart-
ment store. 

Deborah Stark. 18, of 
Anchorage. Kentucky. is a 
licensed pilot. 
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Madame Ky, the beautiful wife of South Vietnam's Prime Minister, was a 
model of pearl-decked elegance at Kirribilli House, Sydney, today. 

Th. Sun, Saturday. Jon. 21. 1967 

- AVIATION NEWS, Wednesday, March 15, 1967 

'DIE Royal Aero Club of SA recently 
I added to Its instructor roster, giving 

the club nine full-time instructors. 
The addition is 22-year-old Helen 

Fitton, who becomes the second 
woman to hold an instructor position 
with the RACSA In its 40-year history. 

Helen learned to fly in New Zealand 
and has become well-known in SA fly. 
ing circles as a demanding, but patient 
instructor. Before joining the RACSA 
staff, she was Chief Flying Instructor 
with Ross Aviation's Parafleld flying 
school. 

National Air Show spectators may re-
member Helen's demonstration of a 
"dead stick" landing in a Cessna dur-
ing the Parafleld section of the show. 

MEMO AWPA:—Are girl teachers 
called "instructors" or "Instruc-
tresses?" Either way, they are ob-
viously good! 

Housewife's 
fight to be 
airline pilot 

BONN, Friday. — Atra c t iv e 
blonde housewife Elisabeth Friske, 

27, of Brunswick, aims to invade one of 
the last bastions of male domination—
the airline pilot's cabin. 

She h waging a one-to become the first German 
woman war with tbe West woman to pilot a paler on 
German airline Lulthhansa, regular passenger flights. 

Mother of a six-year-
old boy, she already has 
all the quallficadoes that 
a male student would 
need In order to b. ac-
cepted for final training. 

But her application has 
been turned down with this 
explanation: 

"We do not accept 
female sutdenta for pilot 
training. 

"It is considered that the 
burden of the job would be 
too great for them." 

Her retort: Nonsense, 
She has pointed out that 

the Bulgarian Maria Atana-
sova, 37, already has two 
million passenger miles be-
hind her and is one of the 
chief pilots of the State-run 
Tabso airline. 

°Anything abs can do, 
I can do too," says Elisa-
beth and her businessman 
husband, Gerhard, agrees. 
Gerhard, a qualified pilot, 

has paid out about $2,000 
on his wife's training for her 
commercial pilot's licence. 

Elisabeth has contributed 
about twice as much from 
her earnings as a weekend 
pilot at a parachute train-
ing school. 

THE DOOR 
IS CLOSED 

Elisabeth who has 316 
flying hours, said that to 
gain her final instrument 
rating would cost at least 
another 52,O00, 

"Normally the airline you 
intended to fly for would 
pay for this, but they won't 
do it for a woman. 

The Sydney Morning Herald, Wed., AprIl 5, 1967 

No welcome 
From Our Own 
Correspondent 

N 

BONN, Tuesday. 
Attractive blonde to become the first Western 
housewife Elisabeth, woman ever to pilot a 
Friske, 27, of Bruns- 

gaigi.on regular passenger 
g 

wick, aims to invade 
one of the last bas-
tions of male domina-
tion — the airline 
pilot's cockpit. 

She is waging a one-
woman war with the West 
German airline Lufthansa 

aboard 

Mother of a six-year-old 
boy, she already has all 
the qualifications that a 
male student would need in 
order to be accepted for 
final training. But her ap-
plication has been turned 
down with the words: "We 
do not accept female stu-
dents for pilot training. I 
is considered that the btir 
den of the job would be 
too great for them." 

To which the peppy Eli-
sabeth has replied: "Non 
sense." She has pointed out 
that the Bulgarian woman 
pilot Maria Atanasova, 37, 
already has two million 
passenger miles behind her 
and is now one of the 
chief pilots of the State-
run "Tabso" airline. 

"Anything she can do, 
I can do too," says Eli-
sabeth. Her businessman 
husband Gerhard agrees. 

Gerhard, himself a 
qualified pilot, has so far 
paid out about £1,000 for 
his wife's' training for her 
commercial pilot's Licence. 
Elisabeth has contributed 
about £2,000 towards her 
training costs from her 
earnings as a weekend pilot 
at a parachute training 
school. 

Said Elisabeth, who has 
316 flying hours behind 
her. 'To gain my final 
instrument rating would 

colt me at least another 
£1,000. 

"Normally the airline 
you intend to fly for would 
pay this. But they won't do 
it for a women. Isn't it 
ridiculous? 

"If I did pay for these 
tests myself, I still wouldn't 
be accepted under the 
present rules. It's a com-
pletely closed shop for 
women." 
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SXDNEY 
PILOT WINS 

AIR EVENT 
NARROMINE, Sunday. 

—Sydney pilot John 

Blackwell, of Southern 
Cross Club, won today's 

event in the national glid-

ing championships, flying 
188 miles in three hours 
43 minutes at an average 
speed of 50.4 m.p.h. 

He flew an imported high-
speed Polish glider called 
Foka which is the only one 
in Australia. 

Second place went to 
John Rowe from Waikere, 
Smith Australia, and third 
place went to Sue Suter. 
21, also from Walkers, who 
is one of four women pilots 
competing in the champion-
ships. 

The Sydney Morning Herald, Wednesday, Jan. 4, 1961 

Feminine 
ROME—Italy's first woman 

civil shiine pilot will wear 
a skirt on duty to stress 
her femininity in • man's 
woild, 

Signorina Franca de Ber-
nardi, 35-year-old daugh-
ter of a former world air 
speed record holder, said: 
"I hesitated at first be-
tween trousers or a skin 
but I am not anti-feminist 
—on the Contrary, I think 
it is . absurd to try and 
prevent women being a 
bit different." 

The Sydney Morning Herald, Thursday, March 9, 1961i

Record 
MOSCOW. — Yevgenia 

Martova has set a new 
world speed record for 
women pilots by reaching 
an average speed of 
1,322 m.p.h. In a super-
sonic E76 jet, the Soviet 
news agency Tan reported 
yesterday. 

The 28-year-old Soviet pilot 
broke a 1964 record of 
1,302 m.p.h. by American 
avletrix Jacqueline Coch-
ran. 

10.1 KIRK iIIFSDAI, FBIWARY 7, 1961 

AIR PIONEER 
JOINS PAPER 
PLANE PANEL 

Nancy Bird Walton, pioneer 
in aviation, has been appointed a 
judge in the Daily Mirror National 
Paper Aeroplane Competition. 

She joins Mr. R. C. Wal-
ker, technical development 
manager of Qantas, and 
Mr. Henry IL Millicer, 
award winning designer of 
light aircraft. 

Mrs. Walton, awarded 
the OBE last year for "ser-
vices to the community in-
cluding pioneering work in 
aviation", has held a pilot's 
licence since 1936. 

very excited about 
the Daily Mirror competi-
tion, especially because 
women will be able to com-
pete against men on an 
equal footing," sere. Walton 
said today. 

The Daily Mirror com-
petition, the !fret Austra-
lian paper aeroplane con-
test, is open to all readers, 
regardless of age or sex. 

Conducted in association 
with Scientific American, 
leading US 'science maga-
zine, its objective Is to nod 
whether today's paper 
models are, in fact, ad-
vance designs of planes of 
tomorrow. 

Trip to US 
The winning designs Sri 

the Daily Mirror contest 
will compete against en-
tries from all over the 
world in the Scientific 
American international 
contest in New York at 
the end of the month. 

Apart from the Hargrave 
Trophies to be awarded the 
winners of five sections, 
the outstanding entrant 
will receive a return flight 
to New York in a Qantas 
Hoeing 707. 

The outright winner will 
be selected from the win-
ning entries in each class 
on the basis of duration 
aloft. 

In New York, the out-
right winner will be able 
to watch the final fly-off 

Nancy Walton 

In the international com-
i 

There Is no limit to the 
number of designs anyone 
can submit to the Daily 
Mirror competition but 
each entry must be accom-
panied by an official entry 
coupon. 

Everybody is designing 
paper planes. 

Even the Lord Mayor, Al-
derman Armstrong, con-
fesses to being an avid fan 
et the paper flying 
machine. 

Barry Crocker, the TV 
personality, said today he 
was still busy perfecting a 
secret model. 

John Bonney, chairman 
of the TV show Marriage 
Game, said: "My entry 
must have been among the 
first received at the Daily 
Mirror. 

Miss Tanya Halesworth, 
TV news commentator, 
said: "I', made about a 
dozen models but have not 
yet decided which one I 
will enter." 

She just takes 
your breath away 
CANBERRA, Thursday.—Madame Ky, the reluctant 

First .Lady of Vietnam, conquered Canberra 
today. 

Hailed as one of the most 
beautiful women in Asia, 
Mrs Ky, 24, faced a heavy 
day of official engagements 
after spending a quiet even-
ing yesterday at Government 
House. 

A former airline hostess and 
beauty queen, she once said she 
would prefer her husband to have 
remained a pilot than to make 
her the wife of the Prime Minis-
ter. 

Mrs Ky looked to have stolen 
the show from her husband, Air 
Vice-Marshal Nguyen Cao Ky, in 
their round of official engage-
ments today. 

Their itineraries this morning 
kept them apart. 

Accompanied by Mrs Holt, 
wife of the Prime Minister, 
Mrs Ky visited mothereraft and 
children's homes this morning. 

She also gave a Press confer-
ence. 

Later, Mrs Ky was the guest 
of Mrs Holt at a luncheon for 
women at the Rex Hotel. 

DINNER HOSTS 
Mrs Ky will rejoin her hus-

band at a Government reception 
at the Hotel Canberra this after-
noon. 

Tonight they will host a dinner 
for selected guests at the hotel. 

Mrs Ky's reputation as an in-

temational beauty was well-
known in Australia before she 
arrived yesterday. 

She fairly took the breath 
away from (hose who caught a 
glimpse of her during the brief 
time she appeared in public 
yesterday, 
She was a picture of classic 

Eastern loveliness in the tradi-
tional Vietnamese A0 Dai---black 
pantaloons and "house-frock" 
over-garment slit from the waist 
down on either side in pastel 
greys and blues. 

DIVORCED 
She met her husband when she 

was a stewardess with Air Viet-
nam, and he was an Air Force 
officer. 

She had won the country's 
leading beauty contest as Miss 
Air Vietnam. 

They married after Ky divorc-
ed his first wife, whom he met 
in North Africa while training 
with the French Air Force. 

Mrs Ky has one child of her 
own and is mother to the four 
children of her husband's first 
marriage. 

She shares her husband's love 
of flying and has logged more 
than 2,000 hours piloting light 
aircraft. 

One of her ambitions is to fly 
jets. 

Like her husband, she was 
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MADAME KY—TODAY'S 
PICTURE. 

ironically, bons in North Viet-
nam. 

Her father, a former pollee 
chief, was murdered by the 
Communists. 

In the 19 months since her 
husband took office she has sel-
dom been far from his side. 

Wearing identical black flying-
suits, they have become a familiar 
sight on battlefield inspections. 

Mrs Ky is a crack shot and has 
felled panthers, stags and bores 
on hunting trips with her hus-
band in the jungles of Vietnam. 

The Sydney Morning Herald, Sat., Feb. 18, 1967 

AERIAL 'AMBULANCE IN SERVICE 
° 
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The Sydney Morning Herald, Thursday, June & 1967 

RECORD DAY FOR 
AIR AMBULANCE 

The N.S.W. Air 
Ambulance yesterday 
had its busiest day yet, 
transporting 15 patients. 

The chairman of the 
Ambulance Transport 
Board, Mr J. Stephens, 
said it would have taken 
18 ambulance waggon 
crews a day to complete 
the same work. 

Yesterday's busy pro-
gram began at 5 am. with 
a flight from Sydney to 
Condobolin where two 
patients were picked up 
and flown to Sydney. 

Three patient's were then 
flown from Sydney to 
Merimbula on the far 
South Coast. 

On the return flight to 
Sydney, a patient wa 
taken on at Canberra. 

The Air Ambulance 
also flew. a patient from 
Sydney to Annidale, two 
from Port Macquarie to 
Sydney, one from Tenter-
field to Sydney, one from 
Cora Harbour to Sydney 
one from Casino to Syd-
ney and one from Moruya 
to Sydney. 

The first air ambu-
lance of the NS.W. 
Ambulance Transport 
Service Board was offi-
cially handed over to Its 
new owners Of Kings-
ford Smith Airport yes-
terday. 

Here, Sister Elms 
Fisher, of Hunters Hifi, 
one of the nursing sis-
ters who will staff the 
ambulance, checks over 
the plane's equipment. 

The ambulance, a 
BeechcrafI Queen Air 
5.80 paid for by pub-
lic subscription, has 
been modified to carry 
four stretcher cases and 
four sitting patients. 
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E .ANINHAMM E R? 
of workforce esti:mean," 
said Mr Austen. 

"In other count s — 
America for one — t y've 
lone a long way f Cher 
towards tapping this ii rce 
than we have. 

"As yet we're milt 
starting here." 
Strangely, according to 

Mr Austen, the biggest re 
Iiisistance to apprenticiii vurt 

to trades conies not . from 
employers hut front p cm.. 

"They don't mind their 
daughters doing some semi,
skilled job like p.is k,,,, ,
in a factory, but to Lit: 
them learning a trade 
there's something not q ti 0 e 
feminine about Mai," Ire 
said. 

"But we're bringing them 
around," he added. 

The D N.S.W. art. 
menu of Technical F I oa-
ten la also addin Its 
weight to the campaign 
to encourage girls to take 
up a trade or a lechnt. 
clan's job In Industry, 
Mr B I. Richardson. 

senior guidance officer at the 
slant 32,000-modem Sydney 
Technical College, spends 
every other day telling par-
wits of a girl reluctant to 
take up shorthand and typ-
ing that their , daughters 
might be better off learning 
to be a tradmwoman or 'a 
technician. 

As a result this year the 
college has girls enrdtled in 
such courses as woolclasa-
ing, mechanical and struc-
tural engineering. industrial 
safety, shoe manor:miming. 
bar and cellar operations, 
meat inspections. print-
ing, metallurgy. 

"We are reaching the 
stage where the iraltistrial 
and technical labour mar-
ket hag to turn to girls." 
said Mr Richardson. 

In banking, this stage has 
already been reached and 
girls are behind tellers' 
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build, Burgher . . .she tinkered with her Aisier's car. Dawn Wild • . . she still gets wolf whistles. • 

I 

Mrs Ann . . n lot 01 fun. 

is 
counters 

cash for  firgset FROM 'COPTER PILOTS TO
shortage of manpower," 

time since World War II. 
'It was a plain case of 

said Mr R. C. Tuxford, Ad-
ministrative Officer, Staff. 
Australian and New Zea-
land Bank. 
• Although he "won't buy 
into any argument on how 
they stack up against men" 
Mr Tuxford says women 
tellers do an excellent job. 

And they also help the 
bank's public image, Mo. 
' At the A.N.Z.'s Pitt and 
Hunter Streets branch. the 
nersonality girl is Miss Ella 
Smith. of Campsie. 

After 10 years in the 
bank, most of them spent 
behind the scenes. she 
wouldn't change her "man's 

h I 
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job" for all the dollars in 
the bank. 

"Meeting all those nice 
people every day — Ws 
terrific," she said. 
The banks that employ 

women tellers — and the 
A.N.Z. Bank is not alone 
in this—face problems of 
chivalry. 

For example, tfley be-
lieve they cunt be posted 
anywhere where they might 
be without the protection 
of the. men in the event of 
an armed hold-up. 

"And we can't put them 
where they might have to 
handle heavy lifts of coin," 
said the Bank of New 
Smith Wales. 

Like the Commonwealth 
Public Service, which re-
cently granted married 
women permanent status in 
Government jobs, banks, 
too, have changed their at-
titude to working wives, 

• EFFECT 
OF PILL 

They don't recruit mar-
ried women, but they retain 
their girls who marry and 
wan( to keep working. 

Although neither die 
Public 'Service nor the 
banks went to talk about 
birth control in relation to 
working wives, it is gener-
ally conceded that the Pill 
has had a lot to do with 
the changing employer au'. 
tildes to young married 
women. 

As one factory manager 
put it: "Much of the old 
fear that younger women 
will marry, become preg-
nant and leave has gone 
with the increased use of 
the Pill." 

His statement 's borne 
out by the findings of the 
recently completed Sydney 
Survey of Consumer Fin-
ances, directed by a team 
of economics professors 
which included Prof. H. R. 
Edwards. head of the 
School of Financial and 
Economic Studies at Mac-
quark University. 

The fitryey found that 
masted women today 
poke up lust short of 14 
per cent of the total 
work force of Sydney. 
Married women pre-

dominate in the growing Miss Ella Sind!! . meeting 
army of women taxi drivers all those nice people. 

DOG CATCHER 
,rtstance. could find no 

a woman dog-catcher a 
..tuple of months ago. 

canons against employing 

The dootentcher, Met 
di in Sydney. 

Perhaps this predominance 
is not as significant as the 
fact that taxi-driving is a 
male stronghold, well and 
truly under challenge from 
the female quarter. 

The Department of Motor 
Transport now has 'Mt full-
time taxi licences and 46 
tentative licences on issue 
to women. 

This compares with a 
total of 17 in March this 
year when the Minister for 
Transport, Mr M. A. Mor-
ris, made it possible for 
women to compete on equal 
terms with men for taxi 
licences. 

Taxi companies say 
they're generally pleased 
with their women drivers al-
though their returns are 
down on those of mate cab-
bies, probably, as one taxi 
manager says, because "they 
drive more slowly and more 
carefully." 

The women drivers say 
they love it. 

One of Sydney's newest 
cabbies, Mrs Ann Wilkin, 
26, of Lewisham, who has 
been taxi-driving for only 
three weeks, says her lob is 

a "lot of fun and a wonder-
ful way to meet people." 

One of the city's most ex-
perienced women taxi 
drivers, Mrs Dulcie Mc-
Govern, of Drummoyne, 
who got her licence in 
March, can testify that 
women's assault on men's 
jobs doesn't necessarily kill 
otf male chivalry. 

"I was driving along 
Market Street when I got a 
flat tyre," she said. 

"The young man lo the 
back seat lumped out and 
changed it lo a jiffy." 
Sydney, too, has Aus-

tralia's first woman helicop-
ter pilot, Mrs Rosemary 
Arnold, 32, of Sylvania. 

Like a lot of other house-
wives Mrs Arnold. wife of 
a building contractor and 
mother of four, didn't think 
just being a housewife offer-
ed sufficient challenge to 
her talents. 

• "THERE'S 
NO REASON' 

Ju th Gardiner, has, ac-
cording to council 
heists. proved a great 
success. 
In a recent paper on The 

Pattern of Women's Em-
ployment in Australia. Miss 
Alison Stephen, princinal 
research officer (women's 
employment) Department 
of L bo and National
Service found the "extent 

to which women and girls 
go to work changing with 
the nation's economic and 
social evolution." 

Miss Stephen said in-
creasing numbers of women 
and girls wanted work, 
were obtaining work. and 
would continue to obtain 
work. 

She estimated that in I0 
years nearly 30 per cent of 
Australia's total workforce 
would be women. 

Not all women doing so-
called men's work yet get 
the male rate of pay. 

But, as one leading fern-
Mist put it this week. "Aus-
tralian women could be on 
the threshold of making 
their greatest breakthrough 
since they won the right to 
vote in 1902." 

Mrs Arnold took up con-
ventional flying first, gain-
ed her private pilot's 
licence, graduated to heli-
copters and got her private 
licence there, too. 

Now she wants to take 
up helicopter piloting com-
mercially to recoup some 
of the money—S1 a minute 
—it cost her to get the 
licence. 

"I certainly believe in 
women breaking into the 
man's world of jobs," said 
Mrs Arnold. 

s the same training, 
a woman has the same 
potential as man. 

"There is no reason why 
she should be prevented 
from stepping into the 
man'a world. After all, it's 
only a man's world because 
men have sold everyone the 
idea that it is." 

On current evidence 
more and more employers 
are finding fewer reasons 
why women should not go 
into jobs formerly consid-
ered the domain of men. 

Bankstown Council, for 

DECEMBER 1966 

tie 

:0,,S1 

" 'i i

204
Representatives of the A.W.P.A. welcome American veteran pilot Mrs. Kay Brick when 
she arrived in Sydney oi Nov. 19. In the picture are: Front Row (I. to r.) — Rosemary 
Arnold, Kay Brick, Barbara Selby-Brown, Layne Glanville-Williams, and Arnette Murphy. 

Back Row (I. to rd — Meg Skelton, Nancy Bird Walton and Marie Breckenridge. 
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WOMEN'S 
NOUS by 
Rosemary 
Arnold 

The Christmas Spirit has 

caught me quite unawares. But 

it's really here again. "Time" 

logs more flying hours than is 

decent! To those who do read 

this column, on behalf of lee 

girls I wish you a Merry Christ-

mas and a Happy New Year and 

many airborne hours in '67. And 

may your DCA exam results be 

happy ones. 
• • 

We've had a marvellous three 

weeks enjoying our American 
visitor, Mrs. Kay Brick, who is 

a great enthusiast. Kay was co-

pilot on the ferry flight of Air 

Ambulance's first a/c, a Beech-

craft Queen Air, which arrived 

to a joyous welcome on Nov. 19. 

The SY woopa were thrilled to 

entertain Kay at the Club; it was 

a double celebration, for Judy 

Lording had just become a "PP". 

We're most excited about this. 

Then Augi Newbigin took Kay to 

the CB Aero Club opening and 

met up with our Fed. Pres, 
Esther Mather. After a few days 

at CB, Kay and Esther proceeded 

to SA, TAS and VIC to meet up 

with other members of AWPA 

and 99's. Kay has been the 

Chairman for 5 years of the 

AWTAR (Powder Puff Derby) 

and has 25 years of most inter-

esting flying accomplishments. 

Our poolside luncheon 
Christmas Party was held at 

Nancy Walton's, on Dec. 4, and 

Kay returned on time to be our 

Guest of Honour, before leaving 

for OLD. Overcast skies had no 
effect on the enjoyment of our 

50 guests, and long-distance 
swimming training was the order 

of the day. This seems the only 

way for some of us to cross the 

Pacific for the Powder Puff 

Derby next June. Bev. Shaw did 

not have to swim to her wedding 

though. A few weeks back Bev 

and her Mini both got broken in 

an accident; Mini's a write-off 

but we're so glad Bev mended 
sufficiently for she flew PANAM 

on Dec. 10. Beverley married 
Michael Shea in Los Angeles on 

Dec. 17. Our best wishes go with 

her but we look forward to next 

July, when we hope to have Bev 

& Mike settle here permanently. 

• 

At our Party we welcomed 

home Rhonda Stewart and Lyn 

and Athol Butler, all looking 

simply wonderful. And we con-

gratulated new member Peggy 

Bruce on her first solo. It was 

good to see Margaret Kentley on 

deck again and looking fit. Con-

grata to Joan Brown for her 

winning-share of the Airlines of 

NSW Trophy. 
• • 



WHO PUT LIPSTICK ON 
More girls entering 

By BOB JOHNSON 

The petticoat revolution has 
hit Australian commerce and 
industry. 

Women and girls, in increasing 
numbers, are filling jobs that less than 
a decade ago were the exclusive 
province of men. 
Not since the 1940s, 

when women put on over-
alls to help the war effort. 
have so many found their 
way into skilled and semi-
Walled "male" jobs. 

In the past year or two 
women have gone into this 
range of jobs: 

• Repairing cars, tilting 
and turning, dog-catching, 
spot welding. furniture as-
sembling. sawbench operat-
ing-

• Flying planes and heti-
copiers, bank telling, man-
aging big business, pumping 
petrol, wool-classing, taxi 
driving. delivering mail. 

Then last Saturday 
South Australian electors 
voted the first woman 
M.P. into Federal Par-
liament to more than 15 
years. 
The suffragette drive 

by women seeking equal 
status with men is not the 
only factor in the petticoat 
revolution. 

Nor is the so-called frus-
tration of housewives, who 
claim that making up the 
grocery lists and taking the 
children to kindergarten are 
not enough. 

Basically the greatest 

compelling factor mould. 
Ins the changing shape 
of the Australian work-
force Is the simple fact 
that women offer the big-
gest som-re of untapped 
labour in the country. 

workshops 
Years of national growth 

and industrial development 
have given Australia a lab-
our market buoyancy equal-
led by few countries in the 
world. 

New • South Wales cur-
rently reflects the national 
picture, with its near-record 
low unemployment figure of 
1.1 per cent of its work-
force. 

Last month there were 
more job vacancies than 
people to fill them. 

Those out of work were 

Carole Clementson .. . first girl to enrol in 
Building Degree Course at University of N.S.W. 

THE SUN-HERALD, DEC. 4, 1966 

THE SUN-HERALD, DEC. 11, 1966 

BARMAID'S AIR AWARD 
ADELAIDE, Saturday. 

—A woman who migra-
ted from London three 
years ago has won a 
Commonwealth flying 
scholarship. 

Miss A. Hennessy, 25, has been 
working as a barmaid at Alice 

Springs to earn enough to pay for 
instruction as a commercial pilot. 

She ta among ten South Australian-
Northern Territory regional 
winners of these scholarships. 

She was an editorial assistant on a 
Fleet Street magazine before she 
came to Australia. 

A Ski-log enthusiast she obtained 
her private pilot's licence while 
working for 18 months at 

alpine resort in the 
E lsotewciAlountelns. 

-"When I five obtained my com-
mercial limos In Alice Springs 
next year, she said today, "1 plan 
to qualify as a flying instructor in 
Adelaide." 

Experts said that Miss Hennessy was 
as good a pilot as any of the nine 
men, all from Adelaide, who have 
also been awarded scholarships. 

mostly unskilled and, to 
quote one manpower ex-
pert, there were almost no 
men left. 

The upshot of all -this is 
that employers are forced 
to turn to women to fill 
male vacancies, even if a 
little reluctantly. 

Employers' reluctance, 
It seems, stems mainly 
from tradition—Indus-17 
Is, or was, a man's world 
—and prejudice resulted 
from It. 
The Assistant Director of 

Employment at the Sydney 
office of the Department of 
Labour and National Ser-
vice, Mr George Austen, 
and his district officer at 
Burwood, Mr Les Petrie, can 
both tell of the frustration 
this "natural prejudice 
against women in industry" 
causes-

But they would both much 
sooner talk about the suc-
cesses they have achieved 
in breaking down this preju-, 
dice by placing two teenage 
girls in apprenticeships very 
much considered to be the 
field of males only. 

• VACANCY 
FOR 'BOY' 

Their two "suffragettes" 
are apprentice motor mech-
anic Judith Borchert 17. of 
Strathfield, and apprentice 
fitter and turner Dom 
Wild. 17, of Merrylands. 

Both girls admit they felt 
a "bit nervous" about their 
trail-blazing entry into the 
mechanical world of men. 

But time and ability to 
do the work have won them 
the day. 

And as Miss Burcher ex-
plains it, working on ear 
engines is just like a man 
doing women's hairdressing 
or nursing. 

Her reasons for taking up 
motor mechanics are just 
as uncomplicated. 

She has no family back-
ground of car servicing; her 
brother is a bank officer 
and her sister is a nurse. 

She just wanted to be a 
motor mechanic ever since 
she began tinkering with 
her sister's mini-car a year 
ago. She couldn't see why 
being a girl should stop her 
doing what she wanted. 

But being a girl almost 
stopped her. The ear re-
pair firms she went to 
were polite but firm. 
Then she read about 

Dawn Wild and the way 
the Hornehush employment 
officer, Mr Petrie. had help-

Iv alts 

fit 

t 

Mrs Rosemary Arnold.. it cost her SI a minute 
to qualify as a helicopter pilot. 

ed her to get a fitting and 
turning apprenticeship. 

Miss Burcher took her 
problem to Mr Petrie and in 
a week or two he had per-
suaded Mr Charles Hick-
ling, service station proprie-
tor of Parramatla Road, 
Burwood, to lake on a girl 
apprentice. 

Mr Hickling, who "had a 
vacancy for a boy," is now 
ready to praise Miss Burch-
er as an exceptional appren-
tice. 

She started in August this 
year and last week she was 
handling a complete valve-
grind virtually single-
handed. 

And attractive Miss Bur-
etter remains very much • 
woman. 

She says she doesn't mind 
grease on her hands—be-

, 

Mrs Judith Gardiner 
. . . dog-catcher with 

Bankstown Council. 

cause her boyfriend doesn't 
mind. 

And when she's going 
somewhere special, she 
puts on false fingernails. 
Dawn Wild, the other 

young woman in industry, 
also manages to keep her 
feminine charm, despite het 
affinity with overalls, lathes 
and drills. . 

Miss Wild has been on 
the job at the Lawrenson 
Alumase plant at Lidcombe 
since February this year 
and still gets wolf whistles 
frorn her workmates. 

As Graham Taylor, who 
works a machine beside 
Miss Wild, explained, it was 
a "little strange" having a 
good-looking girl working 
with you. 

Miss Wild admits to hav-
ing been a little apprehen-
sive, both about working in 
an all-male workshop and 

• 'SUCH A 
SUCCESS' 

about taking the job in the 
first place.' 

She saw an advertisement 
for apprentice fitters and 
turners and Mr Petrie did 
the rest. 

"He told me it would be 
good for me to have a' 
trade — and to it is," said 
Miss Wild. 

Her employers, too, 
think It's pretty good 
having ■ girl apprentice. 

"Dawn's been such a 
success we'll probably take 
on another girl apprentice 
when the vacancies come 
up again in 1968," said 

Lawrenson Alma= works 
manager Mr Mervyn Break-
spear. 

Mr Petrie's efforts in 
achieving two firsts with 
girl apprentices in the 
machinery field is in line 
with his department's ex-
panded policy on women in 
industry. 

The Labour and Industry 
Department, through its 
Commonwealth Employ-
ment Offices. Is openly 
campaigning to open up 
more avenue, in industry 
for women and girls. 

"They represent a basic 
source of potential labour—
the biggest source in terms 

• Continued next page. 
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The whirling 
housewife... 

MINI-SKIRTED housewife Mrs 
Rosemary Arnold, 33, yesterday be-
came Australia's first woman commercial 
helicopter pilot. 

Mrs Arnold, mother 
of four, of Sylvania, 
Sydney, gained her pt-
lot's certiticate at Moor-
Albin Yesterday. 

Mrs Arnold got her pri-
vate helicopter licence in 
Ire and has been work-
ing towards her commer-
cial licence "bit by bit." 

"With four children be-
tween 7 and 13 you haven't 
a hope of doing this run-
time," she said 

'The children are all 
at school but I will still 
tore to get a part-time 
hoosekeeper to look after 
them.' 

Mrs Arnold has had al-
together Si years' flying 
experience in both small 
panes and helicopters. 

She has paid for her 
Spence by doing part-time 
photographic modelling 
and some writing for an 
American aviation maaa-
ant 

HULLING housewife 
Mrs. Rosemary Arnold, 

of Sylvania, Sydney, 

mother of four, who 
become Australia's 
woman commercial 

hooter pilot. She oh-

ined her private hell-
ppter licence In 1965 and 
las been working for her 
emmercial licence "bit 
ir bit", helping pay by 
slog part-time model-
' ling and writing. 
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THE DAT 
119th of eke year 

Sunset today., 
5.44 p.m. 

Sundae tomorrow. 
7.01 a.m. 

Moonset Wow 
6.59 P.M. 

Moonrise tomorrow 
5.36 a.m. 

so" 

AVIATION NEWS, August, 1967 — 

FRDS gets its 
second Beagle 

I, • 

rns second Beagle B-206-S twin tor the 
A Royal Flying Doctor Service arrived from 
the United Kingdom recently. It is the second 
to be delivered from the UK since June. 

The pilot of the B-2116-S for the delivery to Australia 
was Miss  Janet Ferguson of West London Air Charter. 

Miss Ferguson was a member of the crew of the first 
RFDS Beagle, delivered in June. She returned to London 
after the first delivery with just sufficient time for a 
few day's relaxation before taking off once more for 
Sydney. 

TT', 116.71V....'"TCSA 
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Miss Ferguson, outside a Beagle for a change. 
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WOE'S 

NOTES by 
Rosemary 
Arnold 

Once you're an aviator the World 
becomes a shrinking thing: one bene-
fit - you get to meet most interesting 
people from way-off Western Longit-
udes. We've just had three exciting 
"meets" with the best of "world-
shrinkers" - British aviatrix, Janet 
Ferguson. In the quietest of ways 
Janet arrived on our shores three 
times In fivo weeks, simply doing 
her Job. A magnificent job. Janet had 
made throe ferry flights to bring out 
three Beagles, all B-206-6 models. 

Janet Ferguson 
On the first flight she had a co-pilot, 
but the other two she flew solo, and 
with no auto-pilot this is no mean 
feat. The Australian girls have grown 
so fond of Janet that we're "pushing" 
Beagles with the hope of seeing more 
of this delightful English lass. 

We are *proud of the honours won 
for our country by the AWPA Team 
Christine Henderson/Ruth Hodges 
winning the International Trophy in 
this year's Powder Puff Derby, and 
Anne Carter/Carmel Brown winning 
1st Prize on the Tulsa-Albuquerque 
leg and 3rd Prize on the Carbondale-
Tulsa leg. These are remarkable 
accomplishments] for It was a tough 

race in which 26 of the 76 starters 
didn't finish. Both Australian teams 
flew C182s, and the Australian Con-
tingent at the 99's Convention num-
bered 16. Anne is planning to return 
mid-September on a ferry flight in a 
C402. Congratulations to Cannel who 

return. 
announced  her engagement on her 

memwbee
rc-
welcome the following new 

Pilot: Mrs. R,D. Rumsey, D,A. 
Chapple, A.S. Griffin, W. McQuire. 
Pupil: Mrs. H.E.M. Barker, R. 

R. Bishop, N-R. - 

le Mrs Sue Folks with daughter Liesl in hospital today. 

Record-breaker kept 
her pregnancy secret 

Perth woman flier Mrs Sue Folks has given birth to a 
daughter—just four months after her record non-stop 
solo flight from Sydney to Perth. 

Mrs Folks and her husband Max—a commercial pilot—have 
named their first 

cause I felt very fit and I hoped to continue with child Liesl. healthy. her flying. 
. "It's a German name," "About a week after "But no definite plans 
said Mrs Folks. that flight, I flew to for any flights have been 
"Neither of us Iii Ger- Queensland with some made yet,' she said, 

man. We just like the other women pilots to "We'll just see how 
name." attend the Australian things progress?' • 

Women Pilots' Assoda. A Department of Civil 

ln 
Their

b 
newco

z
mer, weigh. 
was born 

lion annual congress. Aviation official said the 
atr De71vo. nlieoig.,hHospual "That was the last department had no regu-

lations governing preff-
last week. 

flight I made." 
Mrs Folks said she nant women pilots. 

Mrs Folks (25) became 
the first woman to fly a 
single-engine aircraft 
non-atop and alone from 
Sydney to Perth in Janu-
ary this year. 
She then failed to break 

the record for such a 
flight by only 10 min-
utes. 

At her second attempt 
on March 31 she broke 
the record by 1hr. 52min. 
Hmeinr. time was 10hr. 40 

On this flight she aver-
aged 204 m.p.h. for the 
2150-mile journey, 
Only two other people, 

both men, had flown non-
stop from Sydney in a 
single-engine aircraft, 
"No-one except my hus-

band knew I was preg 
nant when I made the 
record-breaking flight," 
said Mrs Folks today, 
"I didn't even have a 

doctor at that stage. 
"Neither my husband 

nor I was worried be-
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- AVIATION NEWS, July, 1967 

Flying nurse will piloti 
AN EXTENSIVE vaccination pro-

gram for residents of remote own plane north-western districts of Western 
Australia will involve the only 
known case of a nursing sister 
acting as her own pilot for out-
back medical calls in Australia. 

It is also believed to be the first time 
an Australian woman pilot has under-
taken a medical contract flight on a 
commercial basis. 

The task has been undertaken by 
Miss Robin Miller, a young Perth 
nursing sister who is also a commercial 
pilot. 

Miss Miller, a daughter of Captain 
H. Miller, founder of MacRobertson 
Miller Airlines, owns a single-engined 
Cessna and will use this to visit every 

major settlement between Shark Bay 
and Wyndham. 

All told, she will administer Sabin 
anti-poliomyelitis vaccine, to more than 
15,000 residents of the remote north-
west. 

The program has been split into three 
general areas, each requiring about 
three weeks work. 

Miss Miller has had a great deal of 
outback medical experience, gained 
with the North-West Flying Doctor Ser-
vice. She is a fully-qualified nursing 
sister and is carrying out the anti-
polio vaccinations under contract to the 
WA Department of Health. 
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CLUB GETS FULL-TIME INSTRUCTRESS 
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Diane Watson — the first Club Instructress. 

The Slob now has a full -dine fly-
ing Instructress - for the first time 
In as many years as most of uswould 
like to remember. 

She is blond, tall Diane Watson 
(26) of Granville. 

Diane was a stenographer working 
at Trangie (N.S.W.) when she was 
taken up for her first flight. She was 
so thrilled with the experience that 
she decided right then that flying 
would be her career. 

She joined the Narromine Aero 
Club, but found that flying was not 
exactly a cheap hobby - not for a 
stenographer anyway. 

All she could afford by way of 
flying lessons was some eight hours 
over the next six months. 

So she came back to Sydney, 
saved her money, and then started 
to learn again with the "Royal'. 

She got her license and a Govern-
ment scholarship to train for her 
commercial license - only to realise 
then that there was little scope for 
a young woman in commercial 
aviation. 

So she applied for, and was grant-

ad a fieholarehin to train for her 

I.P. she won her rating on March 30 
last and began instructing with the 
club a fortnight later. 

Diane Watson loves her lob and 
is determined to make instructing 
her career - unless marriage comes 
along and brings her down to earth 
again! 

Flying Sister takes polio vaccine to the 
people of the far north-west of Australia 
and the natives 

have named her 

'33 

I kureit• 

Sister Rabin Miler 

THE 
SUGAR 
BIRD 
LADY 

HERE comes the 

Sugar Bird Lady," 
nay die nath,rt, of north-
western Australia when 

Sister Robin Miller, of 

Nedlands, WA., descends 

I Rah her atElla aircraft 
to conduct a clinic for 

Sabin polio oral vaccine. 
Thn Public Health 

Department of Western 

Australia has appointed 
Sister Miller to give polio 

vaccine to as many people 

of the north-west as pos-

sible. The only way to 

cover the area adequately 

is by aircraft. 

Sister Miller flies her 

own plane and adminis-

ters the vaccine herself. 

'Sabin is given orally, 

on a spoon to adults or 

on lumps of sugar to 

children. 
"People ask me if I'm 

lonely doing this job. I'm 
never lonely and, in any 
case, I have a companion," 
she said. "It's a mouse. It 
hid itself among the iron 
rations in the aircraft and 
chewed the lot. 

"The firm I knew of it 
was when it bit my ankle 
while I wan flying. I thought 
it was a snake and was get-
ting ready to send out a 
may day signal when I saw 
the mouse. 

"This afternoon I'm going 
out to the airport to try to 
catch it." 

Sister Miller wishes she 
had time to take photo. 
graphs. 

'One would have been of 
natives at Mt. Friscoe," she 
said. "They were all lined up 
for their dose of Sabin polio 
vaccine and there must have 
been shoot 200. Well dressed 

they were, too, and clean. 
It made quite a sight. 

"Then I happened to be 
In Port Hedland during •si 
initiation ceremony. The 
welfare officer thought it 
would be a good opportunity 
for me to give the vaccine 11 

so many bush natives had 
come in for the ceremony. 
There they were, all dressed 
up for the ceremony and 
impatient for me to finish 
my work. 

"When I went a couple of 
hundred miles away to Nulls-
gine and Marble Bar I met 
some of them again. don't 
want that,' they said, 'We 
bin done in Port Hedland.' 

"I always wear slacks or 
a dress. If I appear in a 
white uniform and veil the 
children get frightened and 
think I'm going to hurt them. 
It's hopeless, anyway, trying 
to keep a white uniform 
clean with all that red dust 
about. 

"The natives know very 
well what the vaccine is for. 
They've seen the results of 
polio and they co-operate. 
One night I was awakened 
after midnight by two natives 
who were going bush but 
wanted to make sure they 
had their vaccine before they 
left. 

"I was able to combine 
another clinic with the open-
ing of the new Shire Han at 

ago 

SISTER MILLER checks the ail level in her Cessna 
before take-off. 

Gascoyne Junction. People 
came from everywhere, of 
course, and I caught them as 
thry 

Zistca7 Miller ive ..  understands 
the natives well. 

She spent her early 26001- 
day.% 

14.4r
,awit Broome,  where 

parents,  Mfh Kr' GI 
Miller, have a winter home. 

Her mother, author Mary 
Durack, of "Kings in Grass 
Castles** fame, is the grand-
daughter of Patrick Durack, 
who founded Argyle and 
Ivanhoe stations in the East 
Kimberley,. Mary Durack 
has just completed a history 
of native people and mission-
aries in her family's area. 

It is pomible that Robin's 
father, Mr. Horrk Miller, 
will beat his wife to the pub-
lisher with his book "Early 
Birds"—his reminiscences of 
the development of com-
mercial aviation in Amtralia. 

He, too, is a pioneer. He 
s a pilot in the 1914-18 

war. 
In 1927 he and McPherson 

Robertson (later Sir McPher-
son) started an air service in 
South Australia. Later they 
transferred it to the Perth-
Wyndham run, on which one 
of the first pilots was Charles 
Kingsford Smith. 

So Robin Miller has flying 
in her blood. 

When she was doing her 
nursing training at Royal 
Perth Hospital, her weekly 
wage was in the region of 

per week. 
"As flying lessons cost $8 

an hour this meant that I 
could afford only one lesson 
a fortnight. It took me two 
years to get my private 
licence," she said. 

Tea Aornuasan WONIZIe• 

In 1962 she graduated in 
general nursing and in 1963 
completed her midwifery cer-
silicate. "nem .he began work 
in a doctor's surgery con-
nected with the Royal Flying 
Doctor Service. 

In 1965 she applied for an 

All illin mug other' 
ship to gain her commercial 
licence for flying..

After an intensive course 
ahe gained her commercial 
licence in 1966. 

At the beginning of this 
year, she bought her own 
second-hand Denim 182. 

When the. Department of 
Health decided they wanted 
someone to fly to the sparsely 
populated, far-flung north-
west and give everyone, 
natives and whites, the oral 
Sabin vaccine, Robin was the 
girl for the job. 

"You keep long hours, eat 
any time, and land on some 
pretty rocky old strips," she 
said, "but I love the work." 

Sometimes she lands on 
claypans, sometimes on 
tricky spinifex scrub, and 
sometimes just on anything 
that looks likely. On a pri-
vate strip she can only take 
the owner's word that it is 
usable. 

"They have to ram out 
from the homestead in the 
jeep, explore the strip, then 
signal me that it is OK," 
she said. 

Her next Sabin tour will 
be during the North-west 
Racing Round. 

"But I'm usually doing 
clinics all day until 
9 p.m.," she said, "so I won't 
be seeing much of the 
racing." 

— Win Bisset 

WEISCLY — September 6, 1967 
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Britain honours 
44 exporters 

LONDON, Sunday. — The British New Year Honours 
List underlines the importance which the British Govern-
ment attaches to exports. 

It contains names of no Rubber Company Ltd. Mr steadily in successive 
honours lists. 

fewer than 44 distinguish- Anthony G del. 
There are knighthoods for, In the Birthday Honours 

ed industrialists whose among others, the chai rman list of June, 1966, there 

services to exports ate of the British National were 15, in the Birthday List

recognised by awards. Export Council, Colonel this year there were 23. 
The five new life peers 

They include nine knight- 
Derek Wilgraham Pritchard, 

include the chairman and the deputy chairman, British 
hoods. National Export Council for Editor-in-Chief of the 'Lori-

Emphasia is laid not only Europe, Mr Alexander Abe l don "Daily- Telegraph" and 
"Sunday Telegraph," Mr 

on their eervices a. leading Smith, and for the chairman 
of the African Committee, Michael Berry, and the 

exporters, but also upon the British National Export Commissioner in rt 
active part they play in the Council, Mr Arthur Henry trouble.torn Aden before its 
various committees and Smith. recent independence, Sir 

other organisations devoted Humphrey Trevelyan.
to the general promotion of 
the country's export 
business. I 

Por example the chairman 
of the Latin American 
committee of the British 
National Export Council, 
Mr Herold Bowes, receives 
the K.C.M.G. 

The K.B.E. goes to the The number of awards for 
chairman of the Dunlop services to exports has risen 

TOM GRAVENEY SHEILA SCOTT 

Another British diplomat 
LIFE PEERS in a trouble spot to gain a 

The honours Include New Year honour is the 

eter Tom Graveney, 
0.B,E.o for popularcharge "Heir" in Peking 
crick since 1965, Mr Donald Hop-
now in the West Indies with son,, whose headquarters 
the M.C.C. tourists, and were attacked and set afire 
round-the-world flier Sheila by Red Guards last August. 

Scott --•• Mr Hopson receives a . knighthood. 

MAJOR ROLE 

Others to be knighted in-
clude Mr Herbert Brechin, 
who as Lord Provost of 
Edinburgh played a major 

role in securing the 1970 
Commonwealth Games for 
his city. 

Britain's chief "trouble-
shooter" in industrial dis-
putes, Mr Jack Scamp, is 
another new knight. 

The author Mr Angus 
Wilson, the composer Mr 
Gordon Jacob, and the 
sculptor Mr Eduardo Pao-
lozza are given the C.B.E., 
and Welsh actress Rachel 
Jones is awarded the O.B.E. 

(A.A.P.) 

Dollies 
get set 
for a 
derby 

LADY BURKE 

A whale's eardrum 
from Bunbury and a 
piece of nickel ore 
from Hamersley are 
two of the souvenirs 
Lady Burke has ac-
quired during her 
present tour of Aus-
tralia with her hus-
band, Sir Aubrey 
Burke. 

They are on a tour of 
the Hawker Siddeley group 
of which Sir Aubrey is 
vice-chairman, and have 
been in South Africa as 
well as W.A., South Aus-
tralia and Victoria before 
coming to Sydney. 

Engineering factories hold 

no mysteries for Lady 
Burke. She always know, 
"what's what." 

She used to fly her own 
plane, made model aero. 
planes, ran her own engi-
neering factory building 
aeroplane parts just outside 
London throughout the war, 
and helps run their 300. 
acre farm in Hertfordshire. 

"I juat wanted to fly, so 
I did,' she said, explaining 
how she came to take up 
that career before the war. 

"I wanted a job in avia-
tion, and there weren't any 
for

women,t, 
so I thought it 

high time someone 
took on this model-making 
business." 

So she did, making scale 
models for manufacturers, 
for wind-tunnels, for adver-
tising agencies, for 
museums. 

Engineering it one of her 
special interests. So is gar-
dening, and natural history. 
She has collections of shells. 
ferns, butterflies and flow-
ers e 

bad m 
made theinote

time 
 damys when 

t 
now to spare on this 

than 
in-

terest. 
Lady Burke and her hus-

band run Guernseys on their 
farm in Bovingdon, in Bert-

She wanted to 
fly, and 
she did 

fordshire. The property is 
called Rent Street Barns, be-
cause this is where the far-
mers once used to come to 
pay their tithes, or rents. 

How old in it? "As old as 
Doomsday!" said Lady 
Burke. 'There has always 
been a farm there.'-

She describes the house 
as "old and beamed," but 
can't say how old it is. They 
dug up a beautifully en-
graved sundial in their gar-
den which was dated 1536. 

She says she acts as the 
farm secretary, and is al-
ways called on in a crisis, 
no matter what the crisis is 
. . . it might mean driving 
a tractor, helping with the 

et-st. • ,./17z -6-e - ' 
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By 
BELINDA DAWSON 

81 x Victorian 
housewives a r e 
busy preparing for 
the first women 
pilots' pylon race 
to be held in Aus-
tralia since the 
Second World War. 

The race is called 
the Dolly Derby. It 
will be flown over a 
triangular course of 
else miles. 

The Dolly Derby 
will be one of the 
events at an alr dis-
play at Mangalore 
airport on Sunday, 
January 21. 

"We're very excit-
ed," said Mrs Moira 
Robinson, the presi-
dent of. the Victorian 
branch of the Aus-
tralian Women Pilots' 
Association. 

"I spend a couple 
of hours a week fly-
ing. 

"The family are all 
for it." 

AT HOME 
Mrs Robinson, who 

flies her own plane, a 
Cessna 150, keeps It 
at home. She lives at 
"Paxton Park," Leo-
pold, near Geelong. 

"It's like having 
another car," she 
said. 

The Dolly Derby Is 
a handicap race, as 
the competing planes 
have speeds between 
80 and 175 mph. 

The display Is be-
ing organised by "For 
Those Who Have 
Leas," a voluntary 
organisation which 
helps people in Asia. 

Other events will 
include glider and 
helicopter demon-
strations and aero-
batics. 

S, 

SIX PILOTS get 
ready for the Dolly 
Derby. Standing In 
front of the Tiger 
Moth are Mrs Moira 
Robinson of Leopold 
near - Geelong, left 
and Mrs Edith Aitken 
of Bendigo. At back 
from left are Mrs 
Ruth Hodgers of 
Brighton, Mrs Bev 
McGindle of Toorak, 
Mrs Elva Raper of 
Wantirna and Mrs 
Annette Bislop of 
East Brighton. 

harvest, carting bales of 
fodder. 

This Is her third trip to 
Australia, which she loves 

. from the " lovely, wild 
desolate country" of Hamer-
sley to the exciting new de-
velopments she has observed 
in business and industry 
since her last visit three 
years ago. 

But if the 'brand new 
country of Australia is going 
through exating times, so is 
the old country of England, 
she points out. 

Lady Burke said she had 
a message for any English-
women living in Australia: 

"They mustn't believe all 
they read and hear about 
England at the moment." 
she said. "We are not pass-
ing out. England is abaci• 
lutely fine. We have our 
problems, like every other 
country, but as every good 
housewife would do, we are 
turning out, we are reorg-
anising our way of life to 
meet new challenges. 

Scientists 

"Our scientists are abso- 
lutely bursting wills ideas, 
our businessmen are full of 
enterprise, and we have a 
fine young scientifically 
trained generation growing 
up. 

"We have just had to put 
our house in order to meet 
a very changed world, and 
I think one day there will 
emerge from this a very 
powerful new England." 

A typically vigorous mes-
sage from a woman who 
seems to have made it a 
rule in life to emphatically 
and simply set about doing 
the things she wanted to do. 
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LIKE ELONGATED DRAGONFLIES THE GLIDERS SOAR 
Inef_14ornhig Herald, Friday, Feb. 16, 1968 

le may pilot 
big jets 
flying 10 years ago when 
her father offered her the 
choice between a trip to 
Canada and a course of 
flying lessons. 

She chose the lessons, 
and paid for further tuition 
by working as a mother's 
help, cook. housekeeper and 
petrol pump attendant. Thu 
week she passed the exam-
illation for her airline trans-
port pilot's certificate, and 
within six months she will 
be qualified as a corameo 

2azalet took up dial airline captain. 

t A STAFF 
ESPONDENT 

DON, Thurs-
Britain's first 
airline pilot 

II be qualified 
in the big Jets, 
Man Cazalet, 
d without sign 
h: "I'm scared 
its." 
lazalet, 31, also 
peed — except 

air speed: "I'm 
least bit worried 
ing passengers. 1 

There we were, 
thermaling at 2000 
feet, with nothing be-
tween us and the 
patchwork quilt of 
green and brown 
paddocks below but a 
thin plywood and cot-
ton frame. 

The only sound that 
disturbed our silence 
was the gentle swish of 
wind which penetrated 
the ventilation hole in 
the perspex canopy and 
the equally soothing 
tones of my instructor 
explaining the principles 
of glider flying. 

Within a two-mile 
radius other gliders, slim 
and elongated like dragon-
flies or a child'airtick draw. 

Tint AllgragLIAM WOMMeg Waxxxx — February 14, 1968 

LOTS of overseas letters in my mailbag this week, and 
one of the newsiest was Nancy Walton's from London. 

She had just arrived from Germany, where she stayed with 
the Dick Bowers in Kolni *lac jlr IN Mar 
sador. (They were in Australia in 1940). At the Air Force 
Ball at Karlsbruk (where she was guest-of-honor) she sat 
next to Professor Messerschmidt and opposite Peter 
Townsend and his wife. Loved the casual way she tells me 
that during a weekend as the guest of Baron Kolnig-
Warthausen in his castle at Wurttemberg she made a one-
day tour of Europe by plane, visiting Austria, Liechtenstein, 
Germany, and Italy with a atop at St. Moritz in Switzer-
land. Incidentally, although she is all those thousands of 
miles away her letter was full of the Fly In Drive In to be 
held for Air Ambulance in the Widden Valley in March. 

The S.M.H. Women's Section, Thum., Feb. 29, 1968' 
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MR AND MRS LAPIN 

Jerome and Regina Laps 
in art relative newcomers 
to Sydney, They arrived 
16 months ago from Los 
Angeles because Mr Lapin 
was interested in invest-
ment possibilities, and Mrs 
Lapin liked the atmos-
phere for their children, 
Craig and Brett. 

They now live at Vauc-
luse in an old home they 
are renovating and Mr 
Lapin owns the Caprice 
Restaurant. 

They both like Sydney 
"because things are at • 
much slower pace hate and 
there's more time for 
leisure," Mrs Lapin said. 

Leisure time for them is 
mainly spent on the Har-
bour. They have • 63-foot 
motor cruiser called Reg-
ina on which Princess Sor 
aye spent an afternoon 
during her visit to Sydney. 

They are both licensed 
pilots and would like to 
spend more time flying 
light aircraft. But that's 
grouch Mrs Lapin has 
about Sydney — airstrips 
here, such as Bankstown, 
are too far removed from 
the city. An hour's drive, 
she has calculated, and in 
the States they're reached 
in • third of the time. 

dedicated band of women 
in Sydney who are glider 

Dilfiti fir ill., 

The club 
The club, one of the 

largest in Australia, has 
fewer than seven active 
women pilots compared 
with more than 80 men 
who fly consistently. 

Climbing into the 
cockpit of the glider we 
were first strapped tightly 
into a safety harness. 

Then the slack was 
taken up on the cable 
which attached us to the 
Piper Super Cub tug plane 
which wag going to launch 
us into the air. 

Once we hit a ground 
speed of 40 m.p.h. we 
were airborne and, taut at 
the end of a cable, we 
were over the fence and 
climbing behind the tug 
plane. 

We reached our intend-
ed height of 2,000 feet. At 
a signal from the plane, 

Flying as 
free as 
the birds 

By Stag Reporter 
JAN NYHAN 

ing of an aeroplane, lifted 
and 'soared lig they caught 
a hot updraught of air (a 
thermal), or sank gently 
when there wee not enough 
rising air to keep them 
aloft.

The- "long-wing" glide, 
in which I was a passenger 
belonged to the Southern 
Cross Gliding Club Limi-
tod, which has its head-
quarters at Camden ail 
field. 

it was a two-seater 
craft mainly used for train-
iag glider pilots, and hwas 

. us the capable hands of an 
instructor Mr Ron Adair, 

in. 
I had gone aloft to also Hies th rough the seat of 

out, what attraction gliding his pants.
He began banking and 

circling within the thermal 

and the nrionlotat audio 
indicated that we were 
rising at the rate of three 
feet per second. 

"Do you mind if I turn 
more tightly? We can gain 
more height if I stay com-
pletely within the therm-
al?" 

We banked sharply, 
going around and around. 
doing circle after tight 
circle, until it seemed our 
nose was set on a needle 
point and we were revolt' 
ing vertically around it . . 
Despite the accusations 
later I must have had my 
eyes open! Far below us 
I could see a toy tractor 
ploughing backwards and 
forwards while we soared 
like a bird at six feet per 
second. 

We soon exhausted that 
blast of warm air, so off 
we dived into the great 
blue yonder to join some 
of the other gliders on 
their thermal. This was my 
big moment. I was allowed 
to take over the controls 

the glider pilot released 
that comforturg cable, the 
plane turned left and we 
turned right. Then came 
the awful moment of truth. 
There we were with noth-
ing to hold us aloft but 
the pilot's skill in finding 
a warm air current. 

As the glider sank to 
1,600 feet in a few seconds 
my heart sank with it. 

Three - quarters - of - 
mile away was a flat-
bottomed cumulus cloud: 
"looks promising, usually 
indicates a stream of hot 
tir," said Mr Adair. 

We slid towards It: "If 
I'm right you should feel a 
lift like a kick in the 
pants," he said. 

I didl No wonder they 
r a sand glider pilot 

Once we hit a ground speed of 40 m.p.h. we were airborne. 

Not the rudder pedals—
which I was told control 
slip and skidding—they are 
too difficult for a first-
timer and our insurance 
companies wouldn't have 
been too happy if I had 
sent us plummeting to the 
ground. 

But I did take the stick 
which is just like the joy-
stick of an- aeroplane. I 
had to keep the glider nose 
level with the horizon and 
the effort of peering front 
to make sure the nose 
didn't tilt up, down or aide 
ways almost sent me cross 
eyed with concentration. 

But to experiment an, 
get the feel of the glide: 
I pushed the stick forward 
The nose went down like 
a high diver from the 10 
metre board. 

I pulled the stick back 
and it came up like a ball 
un the rebound. 

The glider is a semi. 
tive craft. Even more 
elementally than in a em 
or power craft it inspires 
Int tremendous Rani of 
man being master of his 
own destiny. 

After another 20 
minutes of soaring, sink-
ing, and gliding to a warm 
air current, we dropped 
to 800 feet to come 
in to land, We came 
lower, lower, cleared the 
river and the fence and 
bumped gently on to the 
grass and slid to a halt. 
One wing gracefully sank 
to the ground and it was 
all over . . . for me at 
least. 

Unusual 
For Mn, Roger Woods, 

a schoolteacher, of Bad-
gery's Creek, gliding is 
"the quest for the un. 
usual." 

Her husband is an in. 
structor with the club and 
she is one of their most 
competent woman pilots. 
She began gliding seven 
years ago when she was a 
student at Armidale Teach-
ers' College. 

"I am not the knitting, 
sewing and Saturday night 
dance girl," she stud. "I 
want more out of life than 
that. Gliding to me 
is entering another 
element. 

"It is a tremendous chal-
lenge—up there you are 
away from everything. 

"Perhaps the isolation 
is symbolic . you are 
independent and self-
dependent. Whetter you 
go up or down depends to 
a small extent on your 
craft and available condi 
dons but mainly on your 

Mrs Woods has com-
pleted two of the three sec-
tions necessary to gain a 
Silver C. which is an in-
ternational gliding quali-
fication. 

These are an endurance 
test—staying aloft for five 
hours—a climb of 3,000 
feet above launching 
height, and a cross coun-
try flight of 32 miles to 
a previously nominated 
point. This last tests 
navigational skill es well 
as soaring and climbing 
ability. 

The cross-country flight 
is the only condition she 
has not completed. 

Of the three she said the 
endurance test Is the hard 

It's the thrill 
of a challenge 
cat . . . pilots have been 
known to come down after 
lasting four hours 55 min-
utes. 

She has climbed to 
10,000 feet, which is a 
mere 1,000 feet below the 
specifications for a Gold C. 

The cold was intense al-
though it was 100 degrees 
in the shade on the ground 
But, it had its compenss 
tions--"the view certainly 
couldn't be better. and up 
there you reel like Clod." 

Miss Leigh Murray, 01 
King's Cross, loves and 
lives for gliding because II 
gives her the same sense 

of !man and IbL 11 ill 
of being in control of her 
own destiny in the air. 

She was interested in 
power flying, was saving 
hard to pay for lessons 
when a year ago she went 
for a joy fl ight in a glider. 

"It was so beautiful I 
couldn't stay away. It is 
incomparably better than 
power flying. It requires 
more skill." 

She has been soloing fix 
several months and hopes 
to be good enough to also 
attempt part of her Silver 
C at the next club camp. 

According to Mrs An. 
thony Giudice, of Castle 
Hill, there is one 
thing very wrong with 
gliding — "it is all over 
too quickly." 

Although her husband 
doesn't entirely approve of 
their activities, she has in-
troduced her daughter. 
Rhonda. 17, and her son. 
John, 15, to gliding. 
Christian, 2, will be in the 
air as soon as he is old 
enough. 

"It is so much cheaper 
than learning to fly," she 
said, estimating that it cost 
her family about eight 
dollars for one day's glid-
ing each weekend. 

Initiate 
The instructor, Mr Ron 

Adair's wife is a recent 
initiate to the art of glid-
ing. After several years 
she found being a glider 
"wife" and going up on 
the occasional joy nigh, 
were not enough. 

She is a highly proficient 
skier and a good yachts 
woman and swimmer but 
says gliding is vary differ-
ent from anything else she 
has done. 

One of her greatest de-
lights is the satisfaction 
of returning from each 
flight feeling she has 
learnt something new. She 
pointed out that gliding 
has this much in common 
with tattling that. ..when 
you are doing the right 
thing it feels right." 

Mrs Maurice Bradney, 
of Bankstown, is typical 
3{ the gliding ILI" who 
is so important to the club 
But with this difference. 
Margaret took up gliding 
is company for her hus-

band and was three quar-
ters of the way towards 
soloing when she gave it 
up after the birth of her 
last baby, Carl, 2. 

Her husband, who gave 
up schoolteaching to be-
come a commercial flying 
instructor for power planes 
at Bankstown Aerodrome, 
is also honorary chief fly-
ing Instructor for the club 
and principal training of 
Seer for gliding in N.S.W. 

"Don't refer to us as 
'just gliding wives,' . . 
it is a full time job," said 
Mrs Bradney. 

"It involves anything 
from organising a formal 
dinner party for 40 club 
members to rustling up an 
impromptu meal for a 
crowd of visitors." 

"It also Involves all the 
packing and preparation 
for the National compe-
titions each Christmas 
which begin the gliding 
year. 

"I stripped and rainiest 
a hodrOOM recently. It was 
relaxing compared with 
preparing for competitions 
and camps," Mrs Bradney 
concluded. 

MRS RON ADAIR (standing) is about to close the 
canopy on MRS ANTHONY GIUDICE. 



MOTHER FIRST 
PASSENGER el* 

A 19-year-old nurse 
who recently obtained 
her pilot's licence took 
off from AeroPelican 
yesterday morning with 
her first passenger —
her mother. 

She is Miss Pam Hely, 
who was Mattara PrM-
cess in 1966. 

Her mother, Mrs. 
Betty Hely, of Eraring, 
said she enjoyed every 
minute of her short flight 
over Lake Macquarie. 

Miss Hely began 

rf 

learning at AeroPelican 
about 12 months ago. 
She has just started 
nursing at Royal New-
castle Hospital and went 
on duty yesterday after-
noon. 

Within half an hour 
of taking her mother on 
a joy ride, Miss Hely 
took up Miss Bishop, 20, 
a nursing friend at Royal 
Newcastle Hospital. 

Picture: Mrs. Hely 
and Miss Hely after the 

flight. 
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' MRS EDITH AITKIN, poses beside the 
bright-yel ow Tiger Moth in which she won 

the "Powderpuff Derby' at the Mangalore Air Dis-

play yesterday. Owned by her husband, a Prairie 

farmer, the 25-year-old plane beat some of the 
fastest modern light planes. Mrs Aitkin attributed 
her win to the high manoeuvrability of the Tiger 

Moth on the small race course, The race, restricted 
to women pilots, was over a mix-mile course. 

—The Sow Maw., Jaguar, 12, 196$ 

TER Couple learn to fly 
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Mr. and Mn. Alec. Swinton In the cockpit of a plane. at Ark eellean. Both are learning to fly. 
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• "WE ALL LOVED the race and had 
a beaut time," says Mrs. Elva Roper of 
Wantirna about the Mangalore "Powder. 
Puff Derby" held on Sunday. 

The first women's air race held in Aus-
tralia since World War II was set up by 
the "Organisation for Those Who have 
Less", and proceeds will be used to assist 
needy Asian families. 

Mrs. Raper flies once a week of least 
and was the first Victorian woman pilot 
to achieve on instrument rating, enabling 
her to fly at night. 

Being allowed to fly at night is just fine 
for family picnics, Elva Raper says. With 
their four children, she and her husband 
cork linger into the evening at beauty 
spots such as Flinders Island before set-
ting out for home. 

• )) 

-gb- Ready  to race... 
MRS BEV McGINDLE, of Toorak, checks her Beechcraft 

Musketeer yesterday to see that it is ready for the pylon race in 
which she will fly at Mangalore Airport on Sunday week. 

pageant b.> rAin 

The race, between six or seven pilots,. has been organised 
by the Australian Women Pilots' Astoelation as part of an air 

money for the "For Th00C WII0 Have Less" 
society. 

The funds will be 
used to buy livestock 
for South-East, Asian 
countries. 

"It's the first all-
female pylon race in 
Australia since World 
War II — but if all goes 
well It won't be the 
last," said the pilots' 
Victorian president, Mrs 
Moira Robinson. 

Oret)....ftesse 
The Sun, Friday, January 12, 1 96S—

A Gosford couple 
who hope to own 

their own plane 
some day are taking 
flying lessons at 
AeroPelican. Each 
made the first solo 
flight this week. 

They are Mr. Alec. 
Swinton and his wife 
Mona, a Canadian, who 
have a citrus orchard. 

Mr. and Mn. Swinton 
like to share their hob-
bies and originally de-
cided to take up flying 
as "another interest and 
accomplishment." 

Now, after two 
months' instruction, both 
are so keen they intend 
going on for the unre-
stricted pilot's licence, 
which requires 20 hours 
of cross country naviga-
tion flying. 

Solo flights 
For two months the 

Swintons have travelled 
from Gosford once a 
week for instruction and 
are spending their annual 
holiday at a motel near 
the aerodrome to build 
up flying hours. 

At the end of last 
week they had completed 
the 15 hours in the air 
required before making 
a solo flight. 

Both came through 
with flying colours. 

One err tIm;r keen.. 
supporters is Mr. K. 
Udder, of AeroPelican. 

"Bye been associated 
with flying in the New-
castle area for 31 years 
and this is the first time 
I've known both husband 
•vd wire to remain id 

"Usually one or the 
other drops not half way 
through a course." 

Radio, too 
Mr. and Mrs. Swinton 

also share an interest in 
amateur radio and each 
has an amateur's licence. 

Mrs. Swinton main-
tains a regular weekly 
contact with her family 
in London, Ontario, 
*peaking to them through 
a friend who operates an 
amateur radio station in 
the same street. 

Mrs. Swinton shares 
her husband's interest in 
the citrus orchard and 
helps with the spraying 
and sorting of fruit. 

Both are widely trav-
elled and have made two 
trips to Canada and the 
United States since their 
marriage 18 years ago. 

Mrs Robinson, of Leo-
pold, near Geelong, will 
fly her own Cessna 150 
in the event. 

Others who have 
nominated are: Mrs 
Edith Atkin, of Prairie, 
to a rigcr MOW, Mn 
Evelyn Koren, of Mt. 
Gambler. SA (Cessna 
172); Mrs Elva Paper. 
of Wantirna South 
(Cessna 1821; Mrs Me-
Hindle; Mrs Annette 
Hislsp, of Brighton 
(Piper Cherokee): and 
Mrs Ruth Hodges. of 
Brighton (Mooney Exe-
cutive 21). 

The rare win be 
around a triangular 
course of three miles. 
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THEN AND NOM 
Plane 
facts 
of life 
in 1968 
SIXTY  years ago 

many a Grandad 
pranced proudly to 
the job on the back 
of an overweight 
Tobin Bronze. 

Today people either 
motor to work cursing the 
traffic snarls or they use 
overcrowded trains and 
buses and antiquated 
ferries. 

But relief is on the way. 
Transport Is gazing to-

wards a higher plane—• 
light plane. a single-
seater, two, four, six and 
nine-seater, as Australia 
follows the American lead 
and heads for the sky. 

Take the opal salesman. 
Several years ago he vent 
12 days in getting to the 
fields, buying, and return-
ing with his $30,000 worth 
of goods. 

He had to carry a gun 
travelling the outback 
roads and rails. 

Today he does three 
trips, flying himself, in the 
same time, and there la 
little chance of a hold-up 
in the sky. 

The grazier, often sway 
from home for days on 
end, hampered by drought 
and flood conditions. now 
files round his property in 
a few hours and is back to 
watch TV and put his feet 
up after the evening meal. 

tIi 

Little hedge - hyping, 
go-anywhere planes have 
become an integral part 
in the changing face of 
Australia. 

We are doing today in 
the sky what America has 
been doing for the last 20 
years. 

Not very long ago the 
world of the crop-duster, 
the spotter, the single and 
double-seater, the com-
muter plane, were lumped 
together into an over-all 
term known as the "Light 
Aircraft Industry." 

That name, nay the men 
Involved in this new boom-
ing industry, conjured up 
mental pictures of leather 
jackets and fleecy-lined 
boots, Biggles goggles and 
a gay, knotted, silk neck-
erchief; someone standing 
by a ditch with a pranged 
plane In the background. 
A sort of Snoopy and The 
Red Baron 

Today the industry has 
emerged with the title 
General Aviation in Aus-
tralia and, as far as the 

experts can estimate, it 
will have a turnover this 
year of 8100 million plus. 

Already the GA in Aua-
trails is flying close to a 
million miles • year —
more than 70 of every 100 
hours flown by the entire 
industry. including major 
domestic lines like Qan-
tas. 

"OA" covers all types of 
private and commercial 
flying, excluding scheduled 
airline services. Fixed-wing 
single and twin-engined 
aircraft, heavier multi-
engined types and helicop-
ters are lumped together. 

Within eight years, pre-
dict the experts, General 
Aviation in Australia per 
head of population will 
equal that of the United 
Mates, 

In the United States at 
present one person in every 
2000 is flying. In Australia 
the figure is one in every 
7500. 

Apart from backyard 
builders, Australia's Iron 
the ground up construction 
of aircraft Is almost non-

FAMOUS aviatrix Bobby 
Terry, one of the first 
women In Australia to 
get a pllat's licence, poses 
beside her plane way 

back in 1928. 

existent. Just over a year 
ago the Aviation -Division 
of the Victa Company clos-
ed its doors after six years 
In which it built and sold 
162 two-seater craft. 

Lack of Commonwealth 
Government help in the 
way of subsidies, coupled 
with intense overseas com-
petition, forced Victa Avia-
tion Division to shut down. 

Yet, say the expert, the 
Australian terrain and 
weather conditions make 
this the most suitable 
country in the world for 
small plane transport. 

Mr. and Mrs. General 
Public are catching on. 
They are being wooed with 
• Continued next page 

ANN CARTER, CARTER, a section winner lost year In the United States "Powder Puff" 
Aeroplane Derby, and on Instructor at lankstown Airport, shows the change 
in "gear"— female and rcraft—for 196$. The plane is the latest Cessna. 
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SKY-DIVERS' ENGAGEMENT 
Parachutists have heads in the clouds, 

but plan down -to-earth wedding. 

• Most people in love have their heads in the clouds, 
and Jim Fox and his fiancee, Faye Glassford, aren't 
any different. Except that their cloud happens to be 

10,000 feet above the ground. 

BOTH are expert 
parachutists — Jim 

is 'the Australian cham-

pion and Faye is the 

Western Australian 
women's champion. 

But when it comes to 
marriage plans, Jim and 
Faye have their feet firmly 
on the ground. 

"Parachuting is a sport —
we don't want one of those 
gimmicky weddings," said 
Jim. 

Faye agreed and said their 
marriage in November would 
be a traditional one. 

"Some people think it is 
fun to have a way-out wed-
ding," she said. "Not us. 
Parachuting is a serious 
business and so is marriage. 
It is silly — and dangerous 
— to have any romantic 
feelings when jumping." 

Jim, who comes -from 
Sydney, took up parachuting 
four years ago at Camden, 
N.S.W. 

"I was interested in flying 
and went to Camden to see 
what parachuting was like. 
After one jump, I was stuck. 
It's a much more exhilarating 
sport than flying." 

He began competitive 
jumping after about nine 
months. 

Later, Jim went to Towns-

vine as an instructor at a 
club, and that is where he 
met Faye. 

"I didn't know anything 
about parachuting," said 
Faye, who left her home in 
Penh to stay in Sydney for 
two years. When she met 
Jim, she was working her 
way back to Perth via 
Darwin. 

"I toed to go to the club 
at weekends to watch, and 
became interested myself," 
she said. 

Their romance at this 
stage was little more than a 

  By 
Jacqueline Lee Lewes 

casual relationship. Both left 
Townsville and Jim went on 
to win the Queensland and, 
later, the Australian cham-
pionships. 

Meantime, Faye had be-
come an avid jumper and 
saw Jim at various cham-
pitiships she attended as a 
spectator. 

They saw each other again 
back in Townsville, where 
Faye was working as a 
diaftswoman and Jim (a 
plumber by trade), who had 
bmi., chosen as a member of 
the 1966 Australian para-

chute team, was raising 
money to send the team to 
Leipzig, in East Germany, 
for the world championships. 

"When the team left, I 
went back to Perth, where I 
worked, wrote letters to Jim, 
and jumped," said Faye. 

"That's when I entered 
the Western Australian 
championships and became 
the women's champion." 

Jim spent six months tour-
ing Europe, England, and 
the United States after the 
world championships. 

On his return last Nov-
ember, he went to Perth, 
where he and Faye 
announced their engagement. 

Both are living in Sydney 
now, jumping at weekends 
and making plans for their 
future. 

"People not involved in 
the sport find it very hard 
to understand why it be-
comes so important to you," 
said Jim. 

"The feeling when you 
jump is hard to describe. It 
is the freest feeling I think 
I have ever experienced. 
Time slows down and the 
30 seconds of free-falling 
seem like hours. 

"You leave everything 
behind. It is very quiet and 
relaxing—and the view is 
tremendous." 

PLANE FACTS 
OF LIFE 

• From previous page 
advertisements like "Fly on 
the Never Never • . five 
dollars and you actually 
fly the plane with an in-
structor." 

Hundreds of people from 
teens to middle-aged. and 
older, are taking flying 
lessons. 

Hundreds more are buy-
ing small aircraft. 

At Bankatown airfield 
this week I wandered 
around the old hangars. 
But there was nothing old 
about the machines they 
housed. 

They ranged from • tiny 
carpeted and immaculately 
upholstered two-seater with 
room In the back for the 
weekend shopping through 
the "grasler's delight," a 
superb four-seater, to the 
nine-seater which will 
commute between outback 
towns. 

• GROWTH 
The aircraft hare re-

tractable undercarriages 
and some fly ea feat as Use 
1039-40 Hurricane fighter 
plane. 

These new models in the 
biggest selling Cessna 
range cost. about 39000 for 
the "baby" of the group to 
$20,000 to $30,000 for the 
bigger craft. Extras can 
Cost perhaps 43000 or $6000. 

One of the people-
daring a lot of responsibil-
ity for the small plane 
boom in Australia is an 
expatriate New Zealander 
named Miles King. His 
company. Rex Aviation got 
off the ground with a 
couple of crop-dusters back 
in the early 50s, managed 
to get America's giant 

th Jim Cox and Faye Glass ford. Faye says, "Parachuting is a bond between 
us and we will continue it after our marriage." 

Cessna agency, and moved 
Into Australia. 

In 1954 his company sole 
four aircraft valued e.1 
about $48,000. 

This year Rex believes 
the company will top 20( 
planes and have • turnovel 
of and million. 

Cessna and Rex have a 
51 percent slice a the Aus-
tralian general aviation 
cake and have at least 10( 
small planes airborne in 
New Guinea. 

There are close to 3000 
small planes roaming Aus-
tralian ales at the mo-
ment. There could be 12,000 
by 1971. 

To sell planes the gener-
al aviation Industry has to 
have people to fly them.
And training Is what the 
industry is intensifying this 
year more than ever. 

Mr. King hopes that pilot 
training will become a Uni-
vers:ay course in the not 
too distant future, as has 
happened in the United 
States. 

There are about 10.000 
student pilots, 8000 private 
and 20O0 commercial 
licences in Australia. In 
New South Wales teenag-
ers theoretically can get • 
probationary flying licence 
before a car licence. 

Learning to fly Is suit 
costly and doesn't look like 
becoming much cheaper 
To get up the 30 hours 
needed to pilot a anal. 
plane anywhere in Austra-
lia meta about $000. 

The cost was 85 an how 
in 1922. Now it is $12. 

But It's possible to learn 
to fly and to buy a plane 
on hire purchase. 

And Vat's Just what 
Australians are doing 

—Leslie Wilsor 
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EXCLUSIVE 
FOR GOOD 

DRAWING to the end of its first year in Sydney is what must 

surely be the most exclusive charity organisation in Aus-

tralia. 
For ZONTA, as it is 

called, has a specially 
selected membership of 
top-level professional and 
business women, and in-
cluded in its ranks are 
lawyers, doctors, lecturers, 
directors of large firms 
and evert g chief chemist. 

"ZONTA," said Miss 
Marjorie de Tracy (pic-
tured right), the organisa-
tion's Sydney president, 
and hostess superintendent 
for  Qaotea, "is a women's 
service organisation which 
undertakes projects to help 
people in need. 

It was formed in Buf-
falo in America in 1919, 
and there are now clubs in 
29 countries throughout 
the world, including 
Korea, Mexico, Sweden, 
Turkey, the U.K., and the as 
Republic of China. 

"Cho club was started 
here in February by a 
Canadian, Miss Dorothy 
Thompson, who set up 
other clubs in Melbourne 
and Auckland" said Miss 
de Tracy. 

SYDNEY ZONTA 
sow has • membership of 
33 women, and their pro-
led this year has been to 
work zed raise toads for 
the Infants Home at Ash. 

Their target for the 
year was $706. 

"Next year we hope to 
be able to assist other 
people as our member-
ship increases," said Miss 
Shirley Anderson (pictured 
left), who is a member of 
the committee and also an 
air traffic controller at 
Kingsford-Smith Airport. 

"Membership to 
ZONTA Is restricted to 
see woman from each 
branch of each profession 
or type of business—"so 
that we have an Interest-
ing club." 

"It means that althongh 
we can have three law-
yers, they-must each prac. 
tics in different fields of 
law — banking, advisory, 
and so on. 

"We don't accept appli-
cations for membership, 
but choose those we want 
— and nobody has ever 
refused to be a member." 

NO SLIPS OF 
THE 
TONGUE 
WOULD it make you nervous to 

know that every word you say at 
work is being recorded on a tape which 
will be kept for three months and used 
in an investigation if you make a 
mistake on the job? 
Most women would 

hate the idea, but 
attractive Shirley 
Anderson, of Brigh-
ton-le-Sands, hardly 
gives a thought to 
the tape that whirrs 
as she uses radar to 
help aircraft from all 
over the world to 
land at Kingsford 
Smith Airport. 

"You get used to res-
sponsibility in this job," 
says Miss Anderson. who 
is the only woman among 
about 100 air traffic con-
trollers at Mascot. 

There's only one other 
woman air traffic control. 
ler in Australia, Olga Tar-
ling, of Brisbane, and not 
more than a dozen in the 
world. 

Miss Anderson works In 
the Area Approach Con. 
trol Centre at Mascot as 
a radar controller for 
arrivals. The most import-
ant part of her job is to 
ensure the safety of air-

She was 
humble 

craft by co-ordinatine 
their approach and land-
ing 

'lyre lob bolls down to 
problems in arithmetic be-
cause we have to deal 
with many aircraft, rang-
ing from single engine 
types to overseas jets, 
doing widely varying 
speeds and all wanting to 
land as soon as possible," 
says Miss Anderson, 

"Each Approach radar 
controller can deal simul-
taneously with five air-
craft, 

"It's often quite com-
plex because the airport 
ts very busy and becom-
ing busier." 

Long-range radar to a 
radius of 150 miles was 
installed at Mascot less 
than a year ago, and Miss 
Anderson was in the first 
group trained as long-
range radar controllers.
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She and Miss Tarling 
joined the Department of 
Civil Aviation in 1960 as 
trainee air traffic control-
lers—the first women to 
be appointed for such 
work in Australia. 

They were given Inten-
sive training in aviation 
subjects for a year before 
qualifying as air traffic 
controllers. 

"At first, I was afraid 
the men I work with 
wouldn't want a woman 
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FLYING HIGH 
CAROLE Mitchell (pictured), who likes 

driving fast cars, and hopes to obtain 
a pilot's licence, is the latest entrant in the 
Miss Personality Quest. 

bF The 
yuthe 

i : 

is 

 Quest, tonpe
iUnited 

to all 

conducted reiirez

ls
from 16-24. 

Courses at the Pat 
Woodley Model Agency 
and a chance for a mod-
elling career are among 
the many prizes. 

TWO SECTIONS 
They also include a 

holiday on the Gold 
Coast at the Sunset Strip 
Guest House, Colangatta, 
with return flight by 
T.A.A. and spending 
money. 

There e are two Sections, r
. 

the Miss Personality 
Quest for girls 18-24 and 

1
the Miss Personality Jun-

sin°1cinifl ra. rle0j, ribu5iftelic6ensid/95;8$1471C2.; 

.a 

are not asked to raise 
money. 

The Quest will con. 
dude at • Coronation 
Ball. 

For further particulars, 
phone 61-2709, 61-2682. 
or call at the fund's 
office, 8th floor, 280 Pitt 
Street, Sydney. 
wileaa 

Shirley Andersen 
. . sir tolls 

controller on the Job. 

in their midst," says Miss 
Anderson. "I tried hard to 
be insignificant and unob-
trusive—in fact, down-
right humble—but I real-
ised after a while that the 
men had accepted me. 

"The pilots are wonder-
fully easy to get along 
with. Some of them, espe-
cially the Continentals, 
are quite gallant. 

"I'll never forget a pilot 
from the East who kept 
calling me 'Sir'." 

Miss Anderson 'Yell In 
love with flying" at 18 and 
has wanted to be around 
aircraft ever since. At 19, 
she got a private pilot's 
licence, which she still 
holds, and joined the 
Women's Pilots' Associa-
tion. 

Later, during an over-
seas trip, she joined the 
Royal Canadian Air 
Force Reserve and was 
trained in control ground 
subjects and radar theory 
and operation. 

She believes this train-
ing played an important 
part in her selection as an 
air traffic controller after 
her return to Australia. 



Kol a( AAA., ./ 

""`
"Ml••'9 --:"""
i 

0 
)- • T i c,*

tcjaylmo, 

.r 
ors 

• 
t. 

• 

... 

,,tt.$6-3,4.;i•lv- JAL, , 

..„ 

iss Rosalind Merrifield checks the fuel level of the Piper Aztec aircraft in which she flew solo across the Pacific ocean 

pposite Page: Rosalind Merrifield was given a warm welcome on her arrival in Sydney after her trans-Pacific journey 

porters get their story from Miss Merrifield at Sydney's Kingsford Smith Airport 
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Sisters in the skies 
4.6 ••,terferu UMW. 

In the cockpit of a light training plane sit Sister Maria Cleofe and Sister 

Innocenze; the first nuns to train for their pilots' licences 
at a 

in 
school in Alba; 
Italy —possibly 

in the world. Three months ago they 
were teaching 

soon t y will be flying missionaries into inaccessible parts of the East or 

South America. Aviation authorities decided not to make them wear pilots 

flying suits. 

„Nk., Ap.71 
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99_03 WOMEN'S 
NOTES by 
flosermy 
Arnold 

Last light slipped by and still 
we waited; ears pressed hard to 
our Spy-machines, We faintly 
heard that female voice, unmis-
takeably British "...Golf Oscar 
Yankee.' She was here, tired and 
charming. How marvellous it 
was to meet Sheila Scott, Eng-
land's ace woman-pilot, on her 
solo around-the-world flight in 
her single-engined Piper Com-
anche, Her aim? To become the 
First British pilot to fly solo 
around the world, and the third 
woman in the world to do so. 
Sheila holds 15 world air-speed 
records and is Whirly-Girl No. 
79, England's first and only 
woman helicopter pilot. 

• Sydney did itself proud for 
our guest. Firstly, with a cham-
pagne welcome-patty given by 
our hosts Mr. Peter Lloyd and 
Mr. Ken Holt, on behalf of 
R.F.A.C.A. and Ansett-General 
Aviation. And secondly, when 
those magnificent men went Into 
action, determined to solve the 
aircraft's many technical pro-
blems, which had made Sheila's 
flight a nightmare for 12 days. 
A vote of thanks to Mr. Ken Holt 
and staff for their patience, skill 
and ability to go without sleep, 
for it is to theireredit that since 
departing Sydney Sheila's pro-
gress has been trouble-free. 

Godspeed Sheila. Come back 
really soon for a longer stop-
over. 

The girls of AWPA have 
many dlecealeon•. We attended 
the Inst. of Navigation's Ladies 
Night where one of our members 
made her debut as a public 
speaker and did a "Mrs. Miller"! 
Truth is often stranger than 
fiction. 

• • • 
Nineteen of us had a great 

time at Richmond Air Base when 
we all had a 'fly' of the Lock-
heed C130A Hercules Simulator. 
One delightful Flt-Lt. kept 
throwing switches, red lights 
blinked back at us and stall 
buzzers blew, He must have 
thought it took a lot to unnerve a 
"woop"; truth was the first 10 
minutes at the controls of such 
a beast and ignorance is bliss. 
We stayed so long we were 
guests at two scrumptious after-
noon teas. Wish it was an annual 
event? 

• • • Bon Voyage to Gwen Caldwell 
who is off to the U.S. with hus-
band, Bill, For 9 weeks. Also to 
Nancy Walton, who with Christine 
Henderson RACSA, and four 
others, are off on a trip in a 
C206 to Darwin, From here, 
Nancy goes on to Israel and 
Chris flies the rest of the parry 
back to Sydney, 

• 



WHAT'S'2,
NEW ! 

IF YOU'RE a member of a notion-wide flying club it's
nothing to have guests travelling hundreds of miles 

to pay you a visit. 

Members of the Australian Women Pilots' Association 
regularly entertain each other in their homes and 150 members 
and their friends are coming from all over Australia for such 
an occasion in Canberra on May 7. 

But the setting will be a 
little different this time, for 
the hosts are the Gover-
nor-General, Lord Casey, 
and Lady Casey. 

Most of the Sydney mem-
bers attending are travel-
ling down by car, not plane. 

"Others who live further 
away, will be flying be-
cause of the longer dis-
tances," said the president 
of the NOW branch of 
the association, Mrs. R. 
W. Murphy, of Oatley, 

However, Mrs. MVO:I 
will be one of the flyers—
she's travelling In a Cessna 
172 with fellow number. 
Mrs. K. 0. Arnold, the 
NOW treasurer. 

This is the first recep-
tion for members of the 
Australian Women Pilots' 
Association to be held at 
Government House. 

But Australia's new First 
Lady is the patron and an 
active member of the as-
sociation and often relaxes 
at weekends by flying her 
own plane. 

The Sydney Meriting Herald. Sat., June 11, 1966 

The Sun, Thursday, May 12, 1966 

CANBERRA 
IT was a busy and prolonged 

"long weekend" in Canberra, 
from which she returned on 
Tuesday, f n r Mrs Charles 
(Nancy Bird) Walton, of St. 
Ives. 

Nancy went down for the "fly hi" 
arranged by enthusiastic aviatrix Lady 
Casey for 150 of her old ak chums. 

More than 28 aircraft, piloted by 
women, flew in on Friday night, some 
carrying as many as six passengers. 

They were all guests of the Governor-
General and Lady Casey at a buffet 
dinner at Government House, where 
Nancy Walton was a house guest. 

On Sunday there was • mammoth 
barbecue for the visitors at Widgeon-

logiong, the property of Mr and 
Mrs Peter Willsallen. 

After the other pilots had taken off 
to their various States, Nancy stayed 
on for a little good work. 

She organised a Canberra committee 
to work for her pet project the ambul-
ance of the air. 

The first ambulance has, incidentally, 
been ordered and will be ferried across 
the Pacific, its arrival expected about 
August. 

Patrons of the new Canberra com-
mittee are lady Johnstone. Mrs Bill 
McMahon and Mrs David Fairbairn. 

It's headed by Air-Marshal Healey, 
Lady McIntyre and Lady McNicoll 

"FLY 
IN" 

Pilot visits 
Lady Casey 
ELIZABETH Gibson, '

of Dudley, was one 
of 150 women pilots who 
spent the week-end as 
guests of Lady Casey at 
Yarralumla, Canberra. 

She flew down on Fri-
day and back on Sunday 
night. 

Lady Casey. a keen 
pilot, was a member of 
the Women's Pilots' As-
sociation when it was 
first formed and, when 
she took up residence in 
Canberra invited pilots 
from all the States to 
visit her. 

AUSTRALIANS IN QUEEN'S BIRTHDAY HONOURS 

ORDER OF 711E 
BRITISH EMPIRE 

II 
Mrs Nancy BIrd Walton, 

For services to the com-
munity. particularly on he. 
half of the Par West Child-I 
ma's Health Scheme. 

" • 

O.B.E. (Officer) 

THE AUSTRALIAN WOMEN'S WEEELE - June 15, 1966 

SOCIAL ROUNDABOUT 
MRS. CHARLES WALTON and Christine Henderson are copilots for the Ambass-

ador for the Netherlands, Mr. Elink Schuurman, Mrs, Schuurman, and their daughter 
Sylvana, on a flying tour of the Northern Territory. 

Travelling in a Cessna 20fi, the party will be away three 
weeks. On the way to the Territory they will visit Mrs. 
George Falkiner's property, "Haddon Rig," and at "Bru-
nette Downs' they will be entertained by the manager, Mr. 
Charles Weiss, and Mrs.:Weiss. 

It will be a reunion ffir Mrs. Walton and Mrs. Weiss, 
who flew together in Bourke for the Far West Scheme 
more than thirty years ago, when Mrs. Weiss was Sister 
Margot Silver. 

They will also visit mining projects in Weipa, on the 
eastern side of the Gulf of Carpentaria, Thursday Island, 
and will touch down in Darwin en route to Portugese 
Timor, where they will be the guests of the Portuguese 
Government. 

On return to Darwin, Mrs. Walton will leave the other 
traveller,, who will fly on to Alice Springs and Central 
Australia before returning tq Sydney. 

She is scheduled to board an aircraft bound for Djakarta 
on June 22, and there .she will stay at the American 
Embassy as the housevest of Mr. and Mrs. Jack Lyd-
man before going on to Israel, where she will stay at Haifa 
with her niece, Mrs. Graeme Sheather, whose husband has 
taken up an architectural scholarship there. 

After stopovers in London and America, she tells me 
she will be home again by September—"just in time to 
see the launching of the Air Ambulance!" 

ANOTHER letter, from traveller Mrs. 
Nancy Walton, tells of a wonderful stay 

with her niece, Mrs. Graeme Sheather, and 
her husband at Haifa, in Israel, where 
Graeme is working on the site of a town-
ship dating back to 1500 B.C. She saw 
beautiful mosaic patterns, water jugs and 
bowls, and all sorts of antiques usually seen 
only in a museum. Graeme has been selected 
as a delegate to the United Nations Con-
gress on Urbanism in Geneva and will be 
the only Australian present. Mrs. Walton 
also visited Nazareth, the Sea of Galilee, 
and many other historic places. 

* 

PORT MORESBY, 
Wednesday. —

Lady Casey, vrife 
of the Governor-
General, last night 
learned that her 
title in pidgin is 
'Mary bilong Lord 
Casey." 

Lord and Lady Casey 
arrived in Port Moresby 
yesterday to begin a two-
week tour of Papna-New 
Guinea. 

She and Lord Casey 
also learned that the 
Prince of Wales is re-
ferred to by Motu speak-
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Pidgin lesson 
for G.-G. 

ers of Papua as "Prince 
Charlie." 

The lesson was given 
during translations of a 
speech Lord Casey gave 
at Port Moresby last 
night. 

Lord Casey's speech 
took more than 50 min-
utes because of the need 
to translate it into Pid-
gin and Motu. 

Australia wants Papua-
New Gullies to advance 
to seffidetermlnation as 
quickly as b reasonably 
possible, Lord Casey said 
In hie speech, 

"You are fortunate to 
have a friendly country In 
Australia ready and will. 
ing to help You in all pos-
sibk ways," he said. 

• LEPERS 
The Governor-General 

will beet 150 lepers and 
tuberculosis patients at a 
small Island hospital to-
day. 

Lord Casey will go by 
launch to Gemo Island, 
in Port Moresby Har-
bour, to meet the 
patients. 

The hospital has about 
75 lepers and 75 tubercu. 
lOsie patients. 

The doctor in charge 
of the hospital. Dr 
Dorothy Entricham. said 
yesterday that Lord 
Casey had expressed a 
wish to meet thep atients. 

He will spend about 
35 minutes on the island 

LADY CASEY 

and will see the patients 
in their six wards. 

Lord Casey will see a 
small primary school on 
the island for the child-
ren of staff and patients. 

He will also inspect a 
small technical training 
school run by a male 
patient who teaches 
woodwork. 

Earlier in the day, the 
Governor-General will 
visit the police training 
centre at Bomana, near 
Port Moresby. 

The Romans War 
Cemetery, where many 
dead from the Kokoda 
Trail are burled, will also 
be visited by blm. 

He will later lunch in 
Port Moresby with a 
small group of Papuan 
and New Guinean stu-
dents. 

NORTH SHORE TIMES, Wednesdoy, June 29, 1966 

o--epr. O'1K,

MRS. NANCY WALTON (BIRD) 

KURINGAI TO 
PAY TRIBUTE 

TO RESIDENTS 
Kuringoi residents who were hon-

oured in the Queen's Birthday honours 
list will receive o letter from council 
under seal expressing council's pleasure 
at the recognition of their services. 

Another letter of con-
gratulations under seal 
will be sent to the Right 
Rev. Monsignor P. Crowley, 
Parish Priest of Pymble. 

Mayor Justin Rickard 
introduced both matters 
in Mayoral minutes. 

Those honoured by the 
Queen were.—

Knights Batchelor: Mr. 
Robert C. Wilson, Gordon, 
and Dr. A. J. Murray, Tur. 
ramurra CBE (Command-
er) : Mr. O. I. Davey. War-
rawee. OBE (Officers): 
Mrs. Nancy Bird Walton, 
St. Ives and Mrs. Gladys 
S. &Wine, Wahroonga. 

CMG (Companion): Pro-
fessor A. P. Elkin, Lind-. 
field. MBE (Member): Mr. 
D. V. Isaacs. Pymble. 

The Queen's Police Med-
al for Distinguished Ser-
vice: Mr. A. J. McGloskey, 
Turramurra. 

Moving adoption of the 
mayoral minute, Aid. a K. 
Nicol said these people had 
given sterling service to 
the community and the 
honours received were well 
merited. 

50 years 
Count It congratulated 

Monsignor Crowley on 
the 50th anniversary of 
his ordination to the 
priesthood on June L6. 
Born In 1891 County 

Cork, Ireland, he was or. 
dained in Dublin on June 
26, 1915 and came to Aus-
tralia later the same year. 

He was Dean of St. 
Mary's Roman Catholic 
Cathedral, Sydney Iron, 
1521 to 1930. 

He was appointed priest 
in charge of Pymble in 
1930 and has remained 
there ever since, He is now
VI- ar General of the Arch- I 
diocese of Sydney and. )
Prothonotary Apostolic. 
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Flight 
to Ni 

British flier Sheila 

Scott plans to leave Syd-
ney today for New 
Zealand.

At her city hotel yester-
day she said, she would take 
off front Kingsford Smith 
Airport benmen 6.15 a.m. 
and 6.45 a..45 ei' 

She is ' on a world-
circling flight in a single 
engined Piper aircraft. 

She wilt fly to Auckland 
via Norfolk Island, where 
she will rest and refuel her 
plane. 

The Sydney Morning Herald, Mon., June 13, 1966 

WORLD FLIGHT 

B 
'AN FRANCISCO. — 
ish actress-flier Sheila 
tt landed yesterday at 

Sal, Francisco international 
airport, 153 hours after she 
left Honolulu in herquestto 
become the first British 
woman to fly around the 
world alone. 

The Sydney Morning Herald, Tues., June 21, 1966 

LAST LAP 
LISBON. - British air-

woman Sheila Scott left here 
for London yesterday on the 
last lap of her round-the-
world solo flight in  a single-
engined plane. 

She aims at becoming the 
first Briton to fly round the 

r world alone. 

THE OBSERVER, MAY 22, 1966 

Delay for 
woman on 
solo flight 

British pilot Miss Sheila 

Scott, who is on a solo 

flight around the world, 
postponed her departure 

from Sydney yesterday 
when bad weather devel 

oped over the Tasman 
Sea. 

She was to have left 
Kingsford Smith Airport (o:

ti 

Auckland at 7 but the 

re advised 
Department :  

he 
of r Civil s  

odelay 
A 

her 
via-

departure until this morn• 
jog. 

Miss Scott agreed,)
although the is four days
behind schedule. 

Her tiny Piper Comanche 
aircraft is due to take off at 
5.30 a.m. 

The Sun, Tuesday, June 21, 1966 

tae 

*10511 MAC 

1933. Wiley Post's Lockheed Vega : 27 ft long, 41 ft wit ',-span, 
one 450 h.p. engine gave it a maximum speed of 185 m.p.h. 

Going 
WHAT Is It that attracts 
worierf solo _flying" If 
Sheila Sail('  now trying to By 
round the world, makes it more 
women than men will have 
completed the trip solo. 

Wiley Post was the first per-
son. He did a 15.600-mile 
circuit, New York-Moscow-
Alaska-New York, as long ago 
as 1933. it was nearly 30 years 
later, in 1961, that Max Con-
rad became the second. He 
did a longer trip, Miami-
Honolulu - Singapore - Lagos-

it alone 
Brazil-Miami, in a twin-
engined Piper Aztec. 

Since then it's been women 
all the way. Joan Merriam 
Smith and Mrs Jerrie Mock 
both flew round in 1964. Joan 
Smith In a twin-engine Piper 
Apache, Mrs Mock in a single-
engined Cessna 180. 

Sheila Scott in a single- 
engined Piper Comanche is 
trying to beat Mrs Mock's 
30-day record, set up a 30,000-
mile record for the longest-ever 
solo Bight and become the first 
British pilot to solo the world. 

1966. Mena Scott's Piper Comanche : 25 ft long, 36 ft wing-span, 
its single 260 h.p. engine gives it a maximum al 170 m.p.h. 

Flight 
ends in 
collapse 

"Sun" Special 

LONDON, Tues-
day. — Round-

the world flier Sheila 
Scott collapsed twice 
after landing at Lon-
don Airport last 
night to complete 
her 28,656 -mile 
Journey. 

She smiled as she 
climbed from her single-
englned Piper Comanche 
but then broke down In 
tears of exhaustion. She 
again collapsed on her 
way to a Press confer-
ence. 

After the conference a 
doctor gave her seda-
tives. 

Miss Scott, a 38-year-
old former actress, arriv-
ed beck In London 33 
days and three minutes 
after leaving. 

Her flight, the world's 
longest solo effort, has 
left her SA15,000 lo 
debt. 

She borrowed money 
to buy the plane and has 
until October to pay it 
back, the "Daily Sketch" 
reported. 

Solo flight 
woman 
in N.Z. 

AUCKLAND. Monday. 
-British solo pilot Sheila 
Scott, who is firing around 
the world, arrived here 

from Sydney today. 
Miss Scott left Sydney 

late last night after bad 
weather over the Tasman 
Sea  

scheduled 
forcedh ertopostpisne 

her early-morning 
departure. 

Aftera day in  Auckland 
she will fly to Norfolk
'stand. She is expected to 
reach Honolulu by June 12, 
San Francisco two day 
later and New York on 

3une 
18. 

Miss Scott took seven 
hours 20 minutes oo the 
flight from Syjudne3y. 

the best 
e said o

the journey was 

she 
lehistdizerndooenriconncemdaymnice8 

Woman pilot 
lands in Fiji 

wor SUVA, Tuesday.—Bri-

tish  a  es

arrived at Nadi this even-
ing and will leave early to-
morrow for American

 

is 

Samoa and Canton Island. 

tisish 
flying

 pilot   
around 

 She Sdra 
world, 

eyr, 
B
h
i-

She said in Fiji that she 
was tired but had bad no 
mechanical trouble with her 

Piper Comanche rcraft 

since leaving Sydney. 
(A.A.P) 

The Sydney Morning Herald, Wed, June 22, 1966 

MODEL SETS 
AIR RECORD 

LONDON, Tuesday. — A tiny mud-
spattered plane taxied across the runway 
of London Airport yesterday at the end 
of a world record solo flight. 

Its pilot, former 
actress and model 
Sheila Scott, 38, had 
covered 28,000 miles 
during a 33-day trip at 
an average speed of 36 
m.p.h.-9, world record 
for a woman. 

The flight has cost 
her SA62,500. She 
raised llA30,000 her-
self. partly by selling 
her jewellery. 

Visibly exhausted, 
she broke down three 
times in her airport 
hotel before meeting 
the Press. 

Miss Scott said she 

averaged three or four 
hours sleep a night and 
kept herself awake by 
playing tape recorded 
music, drinking black 
coffee and studying 
Spanish. 

Her worst experi-
ence was being caught 
in a monsoon between 
Calcutta and Singapore. 

But she is still 
SA15,000 out of 
pocket and may have 
to sell her Piper Com-
anche, called "Myth 
2," to pay off the debts. 

She soh:: "In spite 

SHEILA SCOTT 

of all the hell I have 
been through in plan-

ning and taking this 
trip, I would still do 
it again because of the 
fantastic friendship I 
found in all parts of 
the world." 

(A.A,P.-Reuter) 

SURPRISE RECEPTION FOR 
BRITISH AVIATRIX SHEILA SCOTT 

British flyer Miss Sheila Australian Piper organisation, Scott's Piper Comanche 260B was also present. 
touched down at Mascot aero_ Looking attractive in her drome at 3.31p.m. on Thursday, floral blouse, blue jeans, and June 2, from Brisbane on her gold slippers. Miss Scott had a solo round-the-world flight, She word with almost everybody looked all-in and she said all present - including some 30 she wanted was lots of coffee and enthusiastic women pilots. plenty of sleep. Mr. Edmondson attended the Instead, after a one-hour reception co officially sign Miss press reception, she stayed on Scott's documents as part of her till 10 p.m. at a reception organ- flight record. ised for her by the club and The plane, which had been Ansett General Aviation at having navigational equipment Flight Facilities, troubles, was later flown to The reception, attended by Bankstown for a further overhaul about 100 club officials and and Miss Scott flew out of Sydney members and flying personal_ the following Monday morning ities, came as a surprise to for Auckland. Miss Scott who sipped cham- She later radio-ed that the pagne and chatted and shook Piper was "flying like a dream hands all round, and radio range excellent", Mr. Peter Lloyd, President Footnote: Miss Scott — al-of The Royal Federation of Aero though she didn't know it — had Clubs of Australia and President a close personal friend at the of The Royal Aero Club of N.SA, reception, She didn't meet him club Vice-President Mr. Jim until nearly the end. He was Mr. Minahan, Secretary-Manager Charles Masefield who had him-Mr. Charles Edmondson and self flown out from Britain a few Committee members Messrs. days before on a Beagle 206 Bill Roberts, Bill Abbott, Brian delivery flight for Helicopter Butler and Jim Taylor were Utilities Pty. Ltd. Charles is a among those present, member of the R.A.C. of N,S,W, Mr. Ken Holt, General Man.- and a fellow club member of iger of Ansett General Aviation. Miss Scott's in Britain, which recently took over the 

I 

,e 
British Flyer Miss Sheila Scott Is greeted by Club Officials on arrival. (Picture by coon 

Mirror Newspapers LtrIll 
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Sheila Scott 

Flight 
had to 

wait 
SINGAPORE, Mon-

day.—Itritish actress 
Sheller Scott took time 
off yesterday from her 
round-the-world flight to 
hare a hair-do. 

Miss Scott, 37, arriv-
ed In Singapore from 
Rangoon oa Saturday on 
the tenth leg of her 
30,000-mile flight. 

She is due to take off 
today for the Indonesian 
island of Bali. 

albs Scott said that 
her Singapore slop was 
her first chance to have 
her hair done since leav-
ing London 12 days ago. 

She spent the morning 
supervising the refuelling 
of her Piper Comanche 
aircraft by nsechanics of 
the Royal Singapore Th. 
Ing Clab. a.a.g.-neutc ,

ROUND-THE-WORLD 
FLYER IN DARWIN 

'Sun" Special 

1- 1ARWIN, Wednesday. — British flyer Miss

-11-. Sheila Scott landed in Darwin lost night 

from Bali. 

She is flying her Piper her awake during long 

Commanche around the hours in the air she played 

world. lively music on a tape 
recorder, had been dictating 
a book and doing crossword 
puzzles. 

She has also been learn-
ing Spanish from a recorded 
course "and drinking gal-
lons of black coffee.' 

She has completed 
about one-third of the 
flight and has already 

60 hours, 
air more than 

Her troubles have in-
cluded radio failure near 
Ranoon when she had to 
descend through a mon-
soon. 

SydMniesys. 
ha, Brisbane and 

Scott leaves today 
for Mt 

"I've never been so tired 
in my life," she said, 

Miss Scott said that no-
where along route from 
England had she bad more 
than four hours' sleep. 

"GALLONS OF 
COFFEE" 

"I've had all kinds of 
trout* with my &wig-
mod," she said. 

"But people have been 
marvellous—even the inter-
national airlines have been 
calling one up and wishing 
me good luck. 

She said that to help keep 

World flier 
in Darwin 

DARWIN, Tuesday.—
British pilot Miss Sheila 
Scott landed here tonight 
after flying for eight and is 
half hours across wale, 
from Bali in a single. 
engined aircraft on a round-
the-world flight from Eng-
land, 

FRIDAY, DAILY TELEGRAPH JUNE 3; 1966' 

IN A PLANE SMALLER THAN A MOMENT 

AT Mascot's light 

aircraft strip yes-
terday the small boy 
listened intently as 
his transistor radio 
addressed the ap-
proaching pilot: 
"Golf, Oscar, Yan-
kee turn to 160 de-
grees and report 
when you see the 
landing strip." 

1 

announced the small 
boy with some satis-
faction as his transis-
tor caught the control 
tower frequency and 
picked up the reply 
from the well modu-
lated feminine English 
voice. 

He was rtent Britain 
ace woman filer. Shells 
Scott was ready to de-
scend on us on her 16th 
stop-over in her round• 
the-world flight. 

What sounded like a 
small sigh of relief went 
up from the crowd which 
had gathered to meet the 
blonde former actress wnc 
followed—as far as world 
politics allowed — Amy 
Johnson's memorable lone 
flight to Australia. 

There were dozens of 
pilots and well-wishers at 
the airport. but most 
interesting among the 
greeters were four women 
who 36 years ago welcomed 
Amy to Australia 

They are Miss Meg 
Skelton. Of Bellevue Hill. 

Mrs. Bobbie Terry. of 
Edgecl
Follett, and Miss Julia 
Holland, 

The first three flew from 
Sydney In their Moths to 
greet Amy in hers over 
Gosford. 

We waded together and 
it wasn't long before Miss 
Scott's Piper Comanche—
looking smaller than a 
moment—nosed its way 
across the tarmac and 
came so a bait in front al 
the greeting Party.

Miss Scott had arrived 
from Brisbane. Her monde hair fixed in 

place Anis a blue band ryas 
"She does unruffled and she was the mean teat in such a short philosophy. She also hinted 

same way She stumbled time- that there were some "per-
a little as she moved o- She thinks she has sonal reasons" for the lone 

ride, but she was not look tired" women. whispered: "She so far on the 30,000-mile elaborating. 
wards :Jae lounge, and established three records 

does loos tired." Journey—"but I can't re- The attractive divorcee 
First person to greet net Miss 

Scott•
had giyod reit- member what they are: said she didn't have any 

was a Customs Man. She son to be • little Jaded. She has been dogged by romantic interests at her 
had already been through but she soon shook it off mechanical trouble and Ports of call, but If the met 
Customs at Darwin and as she faced the battery of bad weather, but she is a male she fell "violently 
Brisbane and murmurs microphones and reporters determined to go on. in love with" during the lg 
among the crowd sounuec quest ions that go with Why does a woman at- voyage he could either fol-
like: 'Do they think she's lame- tempt a solo fl ight, like low her to her destination , , 
picked up some contraband . Miss Scott was once an this? Well,' she answers or she would return and 
on the way down." All the actress: 'I loved it, out "Why do people cross the loin him. per 
officer wanted was her I wasn't very good," she Atlantic single-handed in Her plane Is fitted out . 
health ,ertificate. laughed. "And when I a boat—or climb MOOD- with taped recordings for it , — 

Miss Scott eased ner. wasn't acting 1 was a tains?" listening during' the long a-- 
self out of the parapher- model, oecause that's what Taking a more serious hours the craft is on auto- SHEILA SCOTT standing on the wing of 
nalia-laden plane as a a lot of actresses do when tack she admits she has matic pllot. She even has 
small cheer went up from they are out of work," been fascinated by Amy some Spanish lessons t her plane after getting out of the cockpit 
the •vaschers She started flying only Johnson's flight, and there study, but hasn't yet found on arrival at Mascot yesterday. 

Dressed n blue strewn six years ago and has log- is alas:. a challenge in an the time. And she is finish-
pants. sliverish shoes and gad a massive 2000 hours attempt of this sort. "If big the last two chapters stitioua — 13 la her lucky the worst part of the trip—
s light olouse she shivar- since then. While doing people stop doing this sort of a book about her flying number — but she carries one-third of it — is over, 
ed on the steps of the air- this she also picked up 15 of thing we might as well experlenceS. an Insignia "Myth" on the and has no qualms about 
craft as TV and Press world Willi records—nc give up altogether," is her She says she is not super- side of the plane and al- facing up to the lonely ex-

 ways has. Koanse of the Pacific on 
"It means female moth, the  leg to America 

if you like, but there is a If the long-legged Miss 
bit more to ft than that." Scott makes it round the 
What She would not say. world she will be the only 

The single-engine Plane woman apart from Arneri-
Is fitted with special long- can Amelia Earhart to 
range fuel tanks for the have performed the feat. 
trip, and the five other She has planned the jour-
seats are taken up with ney for two years and al-
her day-by-day laving though she had difficulty 
equipment. in financing it at the start, 

she got off the ground 15 

Accent on days ago. Her next leg, 
probably on Sunday. will 
be to New ealand. 

Asked her age Miss femininity Scott got a little truculent. 
"I've been asked that clues-
non so many times I now 

Although the had part of answer that I'm 19 or 29." 
a night's sleep at Mt. Isa She is in fact 39 and was 
on the way to Brisbane she only three when her hero-
had little before that as she lne, Amy Johnson, bounced 
swooped over the Middle off the tarmac to visit Aus-
East, the Jungles of Malay- trails. Miss Scott needed 
sia and Indonesia. no urging to head for her 

She had asked to be al- bed in a city hotel and I 
lowed to go to bed last went out into the night. • 
night at 8.30, but a cup of And there was the little 
coffee and a couple of boy still listening to his 
cigarettes saw her talking tra istor the tower 
on. . continued t o  broadcast its 

She believes women can messages. 
fly Just as well as men — — Leslie Wilson and has her records. In-
cluding plane racing — to 
prove it. But she doesn't 
like to see women compet-
ing with men, 

"I think women fliers 
should try to remain as 
feminine as possible. They 
should look after their ap-
pearance in the air as well 
as on the ground." she 
maintains. 

She put almost every-
thing she owns into mak-
ing the flight a success and 
although the cash rewards 
may be good when she 
lands on the final strip she 
won't be rich She believes 

heila Scott 
drops in 

cameras clicked. She was 
photographed Inside and 
outside. draped over the 
nose, with men, with 
women and with a mixture 
of both. And there was 
the inevitable 'Last shot, 
please, Miss Scott. 

y N 

it

MISS SCOTT 

WOMAN PILOT 
FLIES IN 

British pilot Miss Sheila Scott 
reached Sydney last night on her 
world-encircling solo flight. 

She will stay in Syd-
ney for two days. 

Miss Scott was cheered 

on us 

ct 99' 

at Kingsford Smith Airport ' 
by a group of Australian 
women pilots whose Gypsy 
Moths had escorted the 
pioneer aviatrix Amy John-
son on the last leg of her 
historic 1930 Britain-Aus-
tralia night. 

Miss Scott was tired after 
flying from Mt. ISa by way 
gOifnseBhdelishsaaind 

her 
Piper

single-ce-
e. 

Comanche 
nt:1B had had "a lot of tech-
nical problems" that began 
between Calcutta and Bang-
kok. 

-They are being straight. 
ened out here," she said. 

She has travelled 12,000 

Miles and has about 19.500 
miles to go on a trip that 
would make her the first 
British pilot to fly alone 
around the globe. 

Already a few days be-
hind her schedule, Miss 
Scott plans to leave on Sun-
day for Auckland, then to 
cross the Pacific Ocean and 
the United States. 



The Sun, Thursday, May 19, 1966 

BLONDE READY FOR RISKY 
From OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

LONDON, Saturday. — A cool 
willowy blonde makes her bid next 
week to follow Amy Johnson and 
Amelia Earhart into aviation history. 
Miss Sheila Scott, ex-( 

model turned champion' 
pilot, plans to make the; 
longest sole flight ever at': 
tempted in a single engine 
aircraft. 

She will follow Amy, 
Johnson's route to Australia 
on the first leg of her 
30,000-mile flight around 
the world. 

It will take her over the 
desert waste, of the Middle 
East. the jungles of 
Malaysia and Indonesia, 
and the Atlantic, Indian, 
and Pacific oceans. 

Miss Scott, 38, will take 
off next Friday — the 35th 
anniversary of the day that 
Amy Johnson's tiny plane 
bumped down the runway 
at Croydon Airport on her 

historic flight to Australia. 
Nibs Scott said: "Every-

thing I have In the world 
has gone Into this . . . 
jewellery, money, the lot. 
"I intend to follow as far 

as possible Amy's route to 
Darwin, then across Aus-
tralia to Sydney. 

15 records 
"But there will be more 

technical difficulties because 
there are certain countries 
1 can't fly over and some 
in which 1 can't land." 

She will fly a 220 mph. 
Piper Comanche--ths same 
aircraft she used last year 
to break 15 world class 
tee° s. 

Amy Johnson's tiny Tiger 

FLIGHT 
through the air at well 
under half the speed of Miss 
Scott's Comanche. 

It carried no blind-flying 
Instruments, only an air-
speed indicator, turn and 
bank Indicator, an altimeter, 
and a single compass, 

But even after 35 years 
of aviation progress, their 
fears remain the same—a 
sudden dust storm over the 
desert, an isolated thunder-
storm near the equator, and 
the constant threat of ditch-
ing over water where there 
is little hope of rescue. 

Miss Scott is a calm, 
competent pilot with more 
than 2,000 flying hours. Yet 

Moth practically limped she is superstitious enough 

to give up precious space in 
the cockpit for her battered 
sailor doll. 

"It went down with a 
carrier during the last 
war,". she said. "The 
owner was the only man 
rescued and he gave it to 
me as a good luck charm." 
She even carries a small 

tortoise shell when she's 
racing "because a tortoise 
always gets there In the 
long run." 

The most dangerous part 
of her round-the-world flight 
will be the long run from 
Honolulu to Los Angeles. 

Thera is little hope of 
rescue should she have to 
ditch in the Pacific. Amelia 
Earhart lost her life in the 
same attempt. • 

The Sydney Morning Herald, Monday, May 23, 1966 
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THESE FOLK FLY... 
• DAG JOHNSON, a young opal dealer, 

Mrs Alva Raper, owner of a boarding kennels, 
and John Swain a business man, are three typical 
new owner-operators of light aircraft, 

Mr Johnson bought a twin-turbo Piper Com-
anche B to commute with South Australian opal 
fields. 

Mrs Raper (her husband flies, too) will use 
her Cessna 150 in her business. 

Mr Swain, who lives at Orange, recently 
broke the Sydney-Perth non-stop light aircraft 
record (his lime 15 hours 5 minutes) flying a 
Cessna 210 which, he said, was "like a Sunday 
car drive." 

Eileen Steenson, now Captain Steenson, of 
Territory Airlines (New Guinea), put away her 
needle, as sewing mIstress at the Methodist 
Ladled College, Kew (Vick), to become flying 
Instructress at a Melbourne flying school. 

She Is flying a Cessna based at Goroka, and 
Is the Territory's first full-time woman pilot. 

When I saw her in the T.A.L. pilots' room 
at Goroka, recently, she said: "Pardon me for 
knitting, hut I don't want to waste any time be-
fore I fly a load of cement to Chlmbo." 
 set 

WOMAN ON EPIC WORLD FLIGHT 
An ex-actress is now winging 

her way to Sydney from 

London on a round-the-world 

solo flight in a 

miniature single-engine airliner. 

SHE hopes to be the first 
British pilot—man or 

woman-to fly sob, around 
the globe. 

If she succeeds4 she will 
he the third woman in the 

I - world to achieve the feat. 
' Only two woMen. both 

Americans. have, to dale 
flown around the world. 
Jerrie Mock di it in a 
Cessna 110 in I 4 and was 
followed by Join, Merriam 
soon after in a tilfh0-cilarg-
ed Piper Apache. 

Miss Sheila *Oft. 39. is 

flying a Piper Comanche 
260B, a single-engined six-
seater, with the interior 
stripped of everything 
except the pilot's seat to 
make room for extra fuel 
tanks. navigation aids. 
oxygen survival kit and 
hundreds of maps. 

To Darwin xhe is follow-
ing the route of the late 
Amy Johnson (later James 
Mollkon's wife) who. in 
1930. flew from Pritain to 
Australia. 

Her route lie. over 
Europe, the deserts of the 
Middle East, the jungles of 
Malaysia and Indonesia and 
the Indian, Pacific and At-
lantic oceans, where there 
is little chance of rescue in 
the event of a ditching. 

Jet Tests 

The flight is expected 
to last between four and 
ive weeks and take her over 
'2 countries She expects to 
average only six hours sleep 
a day during the flight. 

To keep herself occupied 
during long hours in the 
air she plans to listen to 
:ape-recorded music, and to 
betate the final chapters of 
her .autohiography into a 
tape recorder. 

Although Miss Scott is 
Britain's' leading woman 
racing pilot, she learned to 
fly only seven years ago. In 
1959 she read an article on 

ea 

Min Sheila Scan 

the subject in a women's 
magazine and spent $2.50 
on a lesson. 

She liked it so much that 
she sold her car and'other 
possessibns to buy her first 
aircraft. 

Since then she has won 
40 cups and trophies. many 
of them international 
awards. She was the only 
foreigner to lake the U.S. 
Federal Aviation Agency's 
high altitude tests for jet 
training. 

She has also taken up 
ballooning "for relaxation" 

and helped to found the 
British Balloon and Airship 
Club. 

She intends her flight to 
be not just an attempt at a 
record hot a goodwill mis-
sion.• -Wherever possible she 
will he touching down in 
the Commonwealth and 
hopes to meet other women 
pilots. 

Why is she doing it' In 
her own words, "Idealism, 
the hope of encouraging 
other people to fly. Besides, 
it's one of the few really 
great flights left to do." 

Actress-pilot 
emergency 

PENANG (Malaya.), Sat. 
—miss Shiella Scott. Eng-
lish ex-actress making a 
solo Bight around the 
world, made an emergency 
stop at the Royal Austra-
lian Air Force Base at 
Butterworth today. 

She resumed her journey 
after about two hours. 

Miss Scott's single-en-
gine plane ran into bad 
weather over the Indian 
Ocean after leaving Ran-
goon. :I e t r• 

, 

Sheila Scot: . . . "all her money." 

!The Sydney Morning Herald, Tuesday, May 24, 1966 

SIXTH LAP 
KARACHI,—British pilot 

Miss Sheila Scott left here 
for Delhi yesterday on the 
sixth lap of her solo round-
the-world flight after repairs 
to her planes electrical sys-
tem. 

Pakistani technicians re-
paired a fault that threatened 
to ground her when she 
landed at Karachi on Sun-
day night after a 1,100-mile 
flight from Bahrein. 

The Sun, Friday, May 27, 1966 

DELAY FOR 
GIRL PILOT 
LONDON, Friday.—

British actress-pilot Miss 
Sheila Scott, flying around 
the world In a single-
englned aircraft, yester-
day changed her route 
plans because of had 
weather in Rangoon. 
She has been plagued by 

radio trouble since she left 
London and was delayed in 
Rangoon for more repairs. 

Because of a forecast that 
the route to Bangkok was 
threatened by bad weather. 
she altered her flight plans 
and took off for Kuala 
Lumpur.—A.A.P. 

SHE'S OFF 
on WORLD 

FLIGHT 
A.A.P.Reuirr 

LONDON, Thurs-
day.—Actress-

pilot Miss Sheila 
Scott, 39, took off 
from London yes-
terday in her single-
engined Piper Com-
anche plane in a bid 
to fly solo round 
the world. 

She alms to be the first 
British pilot to circle the 
globe alone and over the 
longest route — 30,000 
miles - never attempted 
in a plane of its she. 

Only two other women 
—Americans Jerry Mock 
and Joan Merriam Smith 
—have made round-the-
world flights. 

A third American 
Amelia Emhart, died In 
the Pacific during her 
attempt. 

Miss Scott arrived in 
Rome last night. the first 
leg of her journey. Her 
nest slop Is Athens, 

The Sun, Tuesday, Moy 24, 1966 

Her words 
have wings 

A FORMER actress, who is a solo pilot and balloon-
ist is on her way to Australia by air to achieve a 

feat—and to finish her autobiography. 
Thirty-nine-year-old Sheila Scott (pictured) flying solo, aims to 
be the firm British pilot, and the third woman In the world 
to circle the globe. 

Her plane, a Piper Commanche, is a singe-engine six-seater 
has the interior stripped down to take fuel, navigation aids, sur-
vival kit and maps. 

To keep herself occupied during long hours in the air, she 
plans to learn Spanish, listen to tape-recorded music — and dictate 
the final chapters of her autobiography into a tape recorder. 

Sheila learned to fly seven years ago after reading an 
article on flying in a women's magazine, and is now Britain's 
leading woman racing pilot. 

Sheila's journey is expected to last about five weeks and will 
take her to more than 22 countries. 

Her route lies over Europe, the deserts of the Middle East, 
Malaysian and Indonesian jungles, and oceans, where there is 
little chance of rescue in the event of a ditching. 

Sheila was the only foreigner to lake the Federal Aviation 
Agency's high altitude tests for jet training in the United States. 

For relaxation she has taken up ballooning and helped to 
found the British Balloon and Airshipt Club. 

She'll be making stops at Darwin. Mt. Ise, and will spend 
three days in Sydney. 

(The Sydney Morning Herald, Wed., May 25, 1966 

Woman solo 

flier at Delhi 

DELHI, Tuesday—British 
pilot, Miss Sheila Scott, 
landed here today after the 
sixth lap of her solo world-
girdling flight in a single-
engined plane. 

She had stopped overnight 
at Jaipur, north-west India, 
on the flight from Karachi. 

THE SUN-HERALD, MAY 29, 1966 

UNLUCKY FLIER 
SINGAPORE, Satur-

day (A.A.P.-Reuter). —
Lone woman flier Sheila 
Scott arrived in Singa-
pore today and said her 
round-the-world flight 
was being dogged by 
mechanical trouble. 

The 39-year-old British 
actress who left London on 
her 31,800-mile trip 10 days 
ago, said: "I have had 
trouble on every leg of the 

trip. The plane has broken 
down and had to be repaired 
at every station I have land-
ed." 

RA. F. mechanics cluster-
ed round her storm-battered 
Piper Comanche after it 
touched down from Butter-
worth RAA.F. base near 
Penang. 

Miss Scott made an emer-
gency atop there when her 
single-engine plane lost some 
equipment after leaving 
Rangoon earlier today. 
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Farmer fliers win $6000 
air race 

R. LYLE ANDERSON, of Gitpranda, New 

South Wales, at Moorabbin airport last 

tt with the trophy he received for piloting the 

sing plane in the private licence holder's 
section. 

seeemeh-

TWO 20 -year-old New South Wales far-
aner-f lyeryi who lead to get their 

parents to sign a declaration allowing 

them to compete, won the main prize of 

the $6000 Mohil•Moontba air race at the 

week end. 

The pllot, Lyle 
ni la ;galas 

Blackburn, Vie.;

Anderson, of Gilgandra, vic.f, 
has held his licence for Lady _pilot prise.—Beech-
only a year. craft gs (miss Beverley 

Ninety-eight aircraft from Sleds, of Cheltenham. Vic.: 
navigator Mrs. Annette 

Queensland. New South Murphy, of NSW). 
Wales, Victoria and South 
Australia oompetcd in the me,oromercial pilot sectioo. 

100-mile two-day race. •,--- rat ($1000 plus Moontlas 

On Saturday they flew 
trophy). --. Viet% 100 (flown _ 

from Moorabbin airport to 
by Mr. Dick Maclean, of _ 

Lilydale, Swan Ilill (land- 
tf; wndon, Vie.; navigated 
by Mr. John Pincher, of 

into, Wangaratta, 1,11ydale Yo), second ($500): Vista 
and hack to Moorebbin. Yes-
terday the route was through B10(3r o u(s IfihDaWmi I. obfy W hMryel 1 

Trevor
 a , tllA; 

Melton, Nhill (landing) . navigated by Mr, Dean 
Warrnambool, Tyabb . and Ryan. of Whyalla) Third 
back to Moorabbin. ($200 plus two life jackets): 

The race had two handl- Cessna 172F (flown by Mr. 
cap sections—one for pilots Dick Coombs. of NSW: nevi-
with private licences and one gated by Mr. R. A, Brown, 
for commercial licence bold- of NSW). 
era. Aircraft were less than speeon prise for best. 
11 years old and weighed c am , aircraft — Cessna 
under 12,500 lb. 172F (flown by Mr. Dick 

Lyle Anderson and Rees Coombs, of NSW_ navigated 
Gilmour, flying a Cessna by Mr. R. A, Brown, of 
172B, won the private licence NSW). 
section narrowly from Brigh- Special prise for the best, 
ton pilot, Mr. J. L., Waite, Piper aircraft. — Piper Tri-
flying a Cessna 172, pater (flown by Mr. Kevin 

In the handicap section Bassett, of Goomalibee, 
for commercial licence hold- Vic.; navigated by Mr. W. 

Sherwin, of Vic.). era, first prize went to Es-
tendon pilot, Dick Maclean, 
who flew a Victa 100. 

Five women competed. 
The prize for the most suc-
cessful aviatrix we., won by 
Miss Severity Siede, of 
Cheltenham. 

  A sidelight was the drill 
between two veterans of car 
racing, Bib Stillwell and 
Bill Patterson. 

Stillwell. In his twin-
engine executive transport 
Beechworth Baron, took line 
honors on both days. 

Patterson, flying a single 
engine Comanche, was 
second over the line. 

Results: 
Private pilot section. —

First ($2000 plus $1000 Mobil 
trophy): Cessna 

IM(entered and flown by mr. 
Lyle Anderson, of Gingen-
dra. NSW; navigated by Mr. 

Oilmosr. of GlIgandra, 
NEW). Second ($1000): 
Cessna 192 (flown by Mr. 
J. L, Waite, Brighton, Vie.; 
navigated by Mr. Brian 
Head).  Third ($500): Beech-
craft 23 (flown by Mr. 
Frank Austin, jnr., of COr-
owls, NSW; navigated by 
Mr. R. W Davey, Vic.). 
Fourth ($200); Cessna I72D 
(flown by Mr. Clive Can-

Finished 
tail up 

ONE thousand miles 
of flying over the 

Victorian country-side 
rePparenttu proved too 
1414(flit for this Mooney 
Mk. 22 aircraft. Its 
non aohool oollapotti 
as the aircraft came to 
rest at Moorabbin air-
port yesterday after 
competing in the two-
day Mobil-Moomba air 

race. 
The Mooney, an American 

aircraft, was the only 
"casualty" 

Mr. James Begg, of Brigh-
ton, who piloted the plane, 
said the wheel collapsed as 
lie was .Clianhing films the 
cockpit. 

Rosalind 
chose 

• wings 
without 
waltzes 

ss 

Rosalind Merrifield (left) with Peter Ahrens and American pilot Belt), roan at 
the and of a Pacific ferrying flight. 

mit 
FROM p  the warmth and gaiety of a 

ballroom studio to a long, lonely 
vigil piloting a small plant; across the 

Pacific, That's the step attractive 
Ti

osalinel 11ierrineki took three years 

ago when she stopped giving dancing 

lessons and took to the air to become 

a woman pilot. 

Woman-like, Captain Merrifield says 

Namely "I haven't been dancing in such p 

long time." 

Rosalind became inter-
ested in (lying when visit-
ing a friend who was 
studying for his pilot's 
licence. Five months later 
she had her private 
licence, and by the end of 
1962 she had sat for two 
theory exams for hcr com-
mercial ticket. 

last year she was cm. 
',toyed by Avis Rent-A-
Plane, and in March she 
became the first Austra-
lian woman to fly the 
Pacific solo. Her job was 
It, ferry a new twin-engine 
Piper Ar-leC from the 
States to Sydney. Since 
Men she has done the 

TOP 
WOMAN 

PILOT 
battle trip twice. 

Recently Rosalind was 
named Woman Pilot of 
the Year. The award, 
known as the Nancy Bird 
Trophy, was announced at 
the annual meeting of the 
Australian Women Pilots' 
Federation. 

More than 300 Austra-
lian women pilots met in 

to 

te", 

Rosalind at has 
office dell,. 

iIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 

Melhoeine Ist the es eat. 
Rosalind ism. pt obably 

the only member unable 
to attend — she is in the 
British Solmouns ;lying 
physicists 00 a United 
Nations ecoplissitt.il stir -
set 

Chltttett Bete, A brchs• 
who accompanied her 
across the l'a,. itic in a 
second plane Owens her 
sole flight, sit id that when 
he telephoned lici after 
the news of the tits tud she 
was "tamp, ised ex-
cited." 

R OSA LINO holds 
a responsible lob for her 
27 years -- apart from 
piloting she is now asst.-
tent to the Avis Austra-
lian manager, end is gel. 
ling used In mapping the 
emkpli for an °nice desk. 

In fart, she enjoys her 
work no Mitch that she 
flies in her snare lime —
"When I get sortie," she 
said. 

She has bought a block 
of land oserlooking 
Mama bra beach and is 
busy with plans and de-
signs for the two-storey 
house she intends building 
there. 

With complete feminine 
logic het mind is able to 
run along lines ill cal pot 
ing and wall-paper at the 
same time as she talks of 
instrument raiiims and the 
loneliness of .t :ockpit-

In spite of tilt bet t- tdivit 
ties Rosalind has her 
sights id: 

"I'd lot, ti !Is 
she sdiit sitt !mid "!tai 
here's r.n opt, alt gill s al-
though Ihct, tts 
amen ici Ott,. 
in Anti:lb.., dad i•itc in 
France." 

You could ti.t. tlic was 
hoping thci c .it smiit ae a 



=JIMMIE 
E." A. 14E. 

FLYING 

AS" 

/IV 1ATOR Beverley _ 
Siede, from Chel-

tenham, checks the 
under-carriage of the 
Beechcraft aircraft 
which she will pilot in 
the two-day Moomba 
air race. 

Moorabbin airport looked 
like a wartime dispersal 
drome last night — on the 
eve of the Meomba air 
race. 

Most available space on 
by

akr d we. 
by the 99 saratalt taking 
part. Their trews were 
cleaning and polishing 
them while officials scruti-
nised the machines. 

Warm, but overcast, 
weather, with fresh winds, 
has been forecast for to-
day. It catnip make the 
race a stiff teat in naviga-
tion for aircrews, who 
will be flying at between 
1500 and 6000 feet. 

The first aircraft are 
scheduled to be flagged off 
at. 7.30 a.m. by the Eng-
lish comedies, Jimmy Ed-
wards, who will be flying 
his own aircraft. 

; Ten entries have droo-
1 ped out during the past 

few weeks, but all five 
woman entrants remain In. 

Today, the aircraft will 
ny to Swan Hill over 
Litydale, and will return 
flying over Wangaratta 
and Lllydale. The first are 
expected bock at 3 p.m. 

Aircraft taking part are 
valued at more than $2 
million, and the $8000 
prize money, plus the 31000 
Mobil Pegasus trophy, 
makes it one of the rich-
rat air races yet held in 
Australia. 

4 

WOMEN pilots are on the 
Increase In Australia. 

And Miss Beverley Siede, 
the attractive blonde treasur-
er of the Women Pilots' 
Association, which now has 
more than 200 fully-qualified 
members, reveals an interest-
ing fact. 

"Flying planes used to be 
regarded as a wealthy wo-
man's hobby, but now It's 
the young working girls who 
are taking It up," she said. 

"Wages today arc so good 
they can afford to pay the 
$13 it costs for an hour's fly-
ing every few weeks. And 
there are now attractive em• 
ployment opportunities open-
ing up In Australia for wo-
men as either charter pilots 
or instructors," 

Beverley, who earns her 
own living as a freelance 
commercial artist, was one of 
nine women who competed 
against 100 men pilots In this 
month's big $7000 two-day 
Moomba air race in Victoria. 

With her in our picture Is 
her co-pilot in the race, Mrs. 
Annette Murphy, 

9 / 4

IGVE: BEVERLEY SIEDE WITH ANNETTE MURPHY 
Geock.... 

The Sun, Monday, March 14, 1966— Page 7 7 • • 

Touchdown letdown 

A 

FARMER, 20, AIR RACE WINNER 
THE winner of the 

private pilot sec-
tion of the Moomba 
a:r a a e, 
ended y day, has 
had only 86 hours in 
the air. 

lie Is Mr Lyle Anderson 

20, farmer, of Ollgandra, 
NSW. He won $2000 and a 
$1000 trophy. He flew a 
Cessna 17213 In the two-d 

o rivieeVelitin 
airport. 

Mr Anderson is a mem-
ber of Gilgandra Aero 
Club. 

His navigator and CO-

pilot was Mr Rees Gil-
mour, of Happy Valley, Gil-
gandra. 

The second prize — !woo 
waar Orv,..mir,-. late,
entry. 

The third prize — $500 —
was won by Mr Frank 
Austin, Jnr. of Corowa, 
NSW. 

The fourth prize — $200 
- was won by Mr Clive 
Canning, of Blackburn. 
who fly. • Mows. MD. 

The women pilots' prize 
was won by Miss Beverley 
glade, Victoria, and part-
ner Mr. Annette Murphy, 
NSW, 

THE NOSEWHEEL 

I of this light plane 
collapsed after 

pilot Jim Begg, 25, of 
Brighton, had touch-
ed down at Moorab-
bin Airport yester-
day and was climb-
ing from the cockpit. 

He had taxied his 
plane to the marshal-
ling area at the finish 
of the Moomba air race. 

AVIATION NEWS, February 15, 1966 

They'll fly to win this 
r HIS is the sliver prize, worth 11000 donal- SCiliplillfd from sterling 

sus, and sliver salver ed by Mobil for the win- silver, it has been acclaim-
tier of the private pilots' ed as one of the best works 
handicap event In the 
Mobil-Moonlit', Air Race, 
which will he held in Vic-
torte next March 12 and 
13. 
In addition the winner 

will receive 52100 from 
Mobil. 

Winner of the Commer-
cial Pilot Handicap Section 
will receive 51000 from 
Mohil together with the 
M oomba Trophy donated 
by the Monmba Committee. 

Raymond Ewers, one of 
Australia's hest known 
sculptors, was responsible 
for the Mobil•Moomba tro-
phy. 

of this world-famous artist. 
It is valued at $500. The 
sterling silver salver also is 
valued at $5110. 

The Organising Com-
mittee of the Mobil-
Moombu Air Race is 
"highly delighted" with 
the total of 109 entries. 
The Committee comprises 

representatives of the Royal 
Aeronautical Society, Royal 
Victorian Acro Club, the 
Department of Civil Avia-
tion and Mobil Oil Aus-
tralia Ltd. 

109 entries, page IL 

Entries top century in 
RAS centenary race 

MOORABBIN: Entries received for the Royal Aeronautical Society Cen-
tenary Air Race In March should result in a Redd of 109 light 

aircraft facing the starter. 
The race will start from 

Moorabbin airport on 
March I2, and will be 
conducted over a Iwo-day 
period for prate money 
whiffing more than $6000. 
Race officials are pleased 

with the strong support the 
race has received from clubs 
and private owners. En-
tries from Queensland, 
NSW, Victoria, SA, and 
Tasmania were included in 
the final list when entries 
closed on January 21. 

The manager of the Royal 
Victorian Acro Club, Mr L. 
MacPherson, told AVIA-
TION NEWS that nearly 
all models of popular light 
aircraft were represented 
among the entries. 

"In addition to the usual 
l'iper, Vida, Cessna, Beech 
groups, there are several 
newcomers." he said.

AMPHIBIAN 

AVIATIDN NEWS un• 
derstands that one of these 
entries is a Lake single-en-
gine amphibian. This four-
seat American pusher design 
recently arrived in Victoria 
following a delivery flight 
front the US by its owner, 
Mr Rill Riley, of Colac. 

Anther likely "dark 
horse" for the handicappers 
will be a Piper Comanche 
400, entered by Pipeair, and 
probably to be flown by 
Roy Goon and Rill Patter-
son. This powerful light-
plane has been dubbed by 
overseas wri ter. "a four-
place lighter", and Its ap-
pearance in the race field 
should cause considerable 
interest. 

It is understood also that 
the field may ihclude up 

to five Mooney aircraft, of 
various models. 

In the US Mooney has 
earned a fine reputation 
with placings in most of the 
major production light air-
craft races during the past 
three years. 

RULES CRITICISED 
In spite of the strong sup-

port, evident from the 100. 
plus entries, the Race Com-
mittee have been strongly 
criticised by several groups 
of enthusiasts concerning 
certain rules of entry. 

Several pilots, who have 
lodged entries, told AVIA-
TION NEWS they were not 
happy about the "out and 
return" aspects of the race 
routes. 

The race will be flown in 
two daily sections, each 
tarting and ending at Moor_ 

abb i n. 
The first day the aircraft 

will fly from Moorabbin to 

Lilydale, then to Swan Hill 
and Wangaratta, before re-
turning to Moorabbin via 
Li I ydale. 

On the second day the 
route will be : Moorabbin-
Melton-Nhill - Warrnam-
bool - Tyabb - Moorabbin. 

Several pilots said they 
would have preferred a route 
which circled Victoria and 
where the competing air 
craft overnighted at a coun-
try town. 

These pilots suggested 
that the second day, race 
aircraft could depart Mil-
du ry for Nh II. Horsham. 
Warrnambool, Ballarat, Mel-
ton, and thence to Moorab-
bin. 

The most contentious 
rule of entry, that ban-
ning aircraft built before 

1955, also has collie In 
for criticism. 
Owners of a number of 

Austers, and the like, feel 
they have been slighted by 
the exclusion of their air-
craft. Members of the 
Vintage Aircraft Club also 
ant disappointed that their 
aircraft are unable to enter. 

It should be remembered 
that a pre-1955 Auster won 
the 1964 Ansel' race, while 
the number of vintage air-
craft which took part added 
tremendously to the public 
interest, and to the overall 
color of the event. 
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MRS CORINNE DRUCK 

of 

s taken a 
on flying 

"CAN'T BEAR TO THINK 

OF FAILING" 
Now Mrs Druce hopes 

to combine flying and 
nhatotrePhY, going to 

It country rodeos or where 
there Is action to do free-
lance picture series. 

She came to Sydney the 
kma way round, going to 
Hobart to join Mr Ernest 
Hale Tahune after the 
Haan Yacht Rate so shc 

s c 

could do a series on a 
yacht at sea, and flew back 
as a passenger in a Cessna 
going to Melbourne. 

Flying also brought Mrs 
Druce a very unusual holi-
day last year. 

She and another pilot 
and an instructor flew to 
the Gulf of Carpentaria 
where they slopped for 
shark fishing and erne°. 

ea 

BEFORE taking off, Mrs M. V. Mather 

pauses at the tail of a plane to plot 

her course—

mess.. lllllllllllll ntnnnnmtnnnit

because most pilots get 
their cross-country en-
ckirsement by flying round 
in circles." 

Now straight flying has 
become a commercial pro-
position. Mrs Bruce has 
turned to aerobatics as a 
sport. 

She will continue with 
this aspect while she 
studies and at the same 
time get her hours up. She 
is already near the mini-, 
mum requirement of 140 
flying hours, but the more 
the better. 

In every sport she has 
taken up, Mrs Druce has 
been joined by her three 
sons, Richard, who is still 
at home. and Neil and 
Rodney. who attend Gee-
long Grammar School. 

dile hunting and then went 
on to Thursday Island. 

"We returned down the 
Barrier Reef. stopping at 
Lindeman Island. and as 
well as being a very in-
teresting two weeks, it was 
comparatively cheap as 
well. 

"We had In gel special 
permission from the De-
partment of Civil Aviation 

Water ski 
'I hey sail and water ski. 

the Iwo older boys will be 
learning ski-ing this year 
through their school; all 
three ride and, as well as 
hunting. they Enke Alin,
lennOnn every Saturday. 

Their mother's flying has 
meant such trips as a 

weekend to a school 
friend's home in Mottle-
mein, nearly 300 . miles 
from Melbourne. 

- h 
I would like' my flying to 
he a kind of geography 
lesson for them, and I 
plan to see a lot of Aus-
tralia by air. 

"When I get my corn. 
mercial licence I think I 
shall get a job as an In. 

sirector, perhaps working 
in the outback teaching 
graziers and their families 
to fly. and then maybe join 
a country airline. 

"I believe the future of 
Australia is In flying." 

Footnote.—Fasbion has 
not been completely for-
gotten by Mrs Druce—she 
has adopted summer and 
winter uniforms in bri. 
nylon; stretch jeans and 
gay blouse for summer and 
tight slacks and pullovet 
in brilliant colours and a 
matching forage cap, so 
cyc-catching the aero club 
wanted it made their 
olliciel uniform. 

Ilse See, Wed., Sept. 2 

NEATNESS after landing is most im-

portant. Here Mrs Moira Robinson 

straightens the propeller of "Powder 

Puff" after landing at Moorabbin 
Airport. 

a, 

a 
BY ANNE 

CARTER 

Unfortunately Rosemary is 
unable to write the notes for 
this month as she has been ser-
iously ill in hospital. Glad to 
hear she is convalescing at 
Terrigal, 

• • • 

Lyn Butler had her appendix 
removed by Dr. Brown, who 
kindly lent her his VHF set. 

• 

Shirley Harris, Mix New-
bigen and the Bakers are kept 
occupied by listening to the 
" WOOpe radio procedures on 
their spy sets. 

• •• 

A party of women pilots wel-
comed home Rosalind Merrified 
after her third solo Trans Pac-
ific crossing and Betty Fkaus, a 
Ninety Niner from U.S.A. who 
ferried another Piper Aztec. 
Among the welcoming group at 
Mascot was Mrs. Day, who was 
the first woman to fly from 
London to Dublin in a Gipsy 
Moth. 

• 
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BERYL EDMONDS 

Congratulations to Heryl 
Edmonds for gaining her Re-
stricted Licence and to Dianne 
Watson for passing four Com-
mercial subjects. Weather has 
prevented ikina Grose from 
completing her Unrestricted 
Licence. Hope congratulations 
are in order by the next news-
letter. 

• • • 

Saw Helene Mackey during 
her 3 day stay in Sydney. She 
has recently completed a further 
training course with TAA for 
hosteseing on Boeings. Also con-
grata. for having 2 Commercial 
subjects to her credit, 

• 
Versatile Margaret Kently 

substituted for Andrea recently 

on 2GB. She gave an hour long 
interview about Australian 
Woman in Aviation. 

We're just back from the 
"woops" AGM in Melbourne and 
are reeoverms From the beat 
"fly-in" yet. The week-end's 
activities were attended by 74 
members, 26 of these from 
N.S.W. The Federal Committee 
was re-elected unopposed, so 
Esther Mather, Ross Goudie and 
I3ev Siede continue as President, 
Secretary and Newsletter Edit_ 
rests, and Treasurer respective-
ly, all Victorians - and Peg Kel-
man of 4.1. remains our Vice-
President. 

The Nancy Bird Award was 
won by Rosalind Merrifield, the 
A.W.P.A. Reliability Trial was 
won by Evelyn Koren of Victoria, 
and 'yours truly' brought home 
2nd prize, my co-pilot being 
Layne Glanville - Williams, 
Evelyn and I both flew C 172s 
and this was most heartening to 
our good friend, Arthur Shutt of 
M R B. 

The Victorian girls' hospit-
ality and organisation were tre-
mendous, and the co-operation 
and enthusiasm of both D.C.A. 
and Royal Victorian officials 
proved to us they were "magnif-
icent men', 

The Dinner and Reception on 
the Saturday evening was attend-
ed by Their Excellencies Lord 
and Lady Casey, the Director 
General of Civil Aviation Mr. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL! 

rfSv,./. 

D.C. Anderson, and many others 
including our President Mr. 
Peter Lloyd. A was a grand 
affair enjoyed by all, and a proud 
moment when Lord Casey pre-
sented the Trophies. 

During the month Annette 
Murphy, Nancy Walton, Meg 
Skelton, Margaret Kentley, 

Layne Cianville-Wiliiams and I 
emended a R.= etpeiebn 

Casey at the invitation of the 
Australian American Associa-
tion, and Lady Casey discussed 
with us arrangements for May 6 
'fly -in" to Canberra at the invit-
ation of Their Excellencies, We 
are most excited! 

Did you know that attractive 
little brunette doing her flight 
training at the Club packs a 
pistol? Carole Malaher is off to 
Adelaide in April to represent 
N.S.W. at the Aust, Pistol Shootl 
Best of luck, Carole. 

Welcome home to Beverley 
Shaw, who returned from over-
seas this month. We're glad to 
have you back, Bev. 

I have a new Nay, aid that's 
wonderful in turbulent conditions 
or sudden diversions in flight on 
X/countries, and it's right at my 
finger tips. I call it Rule of 
Thumb' - my finger nails I keep 
to measure ten it. miles in length 
and five n,m. across tip of thumb 
nail (WAC charts), from tip of 
thumb to first joint is 20 n.m. 
Span between first and second 
fingers measures 45 degrees, 
which covers most track errorei 
I have a conversion scale for 
VEC charts, 

Dash it all — I've just broken 
off 2.1/2 n.m. on this typewriterl 
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EVERYONE'S 
SPROUTING 

WINGS 
Moorabbin is our busiest airport 

ra 

Lipstick for the pilot: Corinne Druce has had her licence for just a week . . 

lit 

r li 

MRS SHIRLEY HARTNETT, who hopes 
to fly solo before Christmas shows 
the controls of a plane to her baby 

son, Robert John. 

inumunimiumunimiff num 111111111min oi 'mil 

They come in their by Graeme thousands to Moor- 
Kenned . 

abbin Airport every y
week-end -- some to 
fly, some to work, 
most to sit and 
watch. 

The 760-acre airport on 
Centre Dandenong Rd. 
has for years been a fav-
orite Melbourne spot for 
a picnic or a drive and 
has now become Austra-
lia's biggest flying train-
ing centre and the busiest 
airport in Australia. 

It was a happy day at 
Moorabbin three months 
ago when national airport 
traffic figures showed for 
the first time that it has 
Passed its old rival, 
BankStOwn, to take the 
title. 

There were 245.780 
take-offs and landings at 
Moorabbin last year earn-

d 
Male, 
and melbourne a 45,002. 

Pilots undergoing train-
ing accounted for most of 
the movements at Moor-
abbln. 

It is the base for the 
Royal Victorian Aero 
Club, the non-profit civi-
lian training organisation. 

Mr Bill Campbell-Hicks, 
a tough U.S.-educated 
Canadian, has been chief 
flying instructor at the 
club for 15 months. 

He heads 14 full-time 
instructors, checks the 
progress of 371 trainees 
and keeps an eye on 
everything to do with club 
flying. 

"We have 23 aircraft 
with us now," he said, 
"from the old Tiger Moth 
to the new Skylanes and 
Debonairs " 

"You have to watch 
everything with a fleet 
like this — they're worth 
about £120,000 you know. 

"Next year we will be 
buying our first twin-
engined aircraft for the 
new advanced flying col-
lege. That will set us back 
about £30,000." 

The trainees now with 
the club will pass out as 
private or commercial 
pilots or pilots with in-
structor ratings. 

It coats about £350 and 
many hours of flying and 
work on the ground to 
become a private pilot. 

A piled IR 
six weeks 

growing number of older 
members. 

I love flying and I take 
a Cessna up whenever I 
can for • bit of pleasure 
flying,"  he says. 

"I paid 5/ for a Joyride 
In a plane nearly 40 years 
ago, and made up my 
mind then to learn to fly. 

"I started lessons in 
1931, but they got Inter-
rupted, and I only found 
time to go ahead with 
them a couple of years 
ago," he said. 

At the other end of the 
pp Kale 15 13-year-Old 
John I./egg, who has been 
visiting the airport since 
he was 10, and has been 
getting rides in club 
planes ever since. 

He can't hold a t-illot'a 
li it esincrierlsnottilighthr round, 
or theory, course in pre-
paration for flying train-
ing. 

John sells newspapers 
during the week to save 
enough money to pay for 
the course. 

Aerobatic 
woman 

City ublic relations of-

has had her Licence only 
a week, but already has 
made plans for her flying 
future. 

Miss Druce is the only 
woman entered in next 
week's club acrobatic 
competitions. 

"I want to specialise in 
aerobatics and I want to 
fly around the world one 
day," she says, 

Miss Druce sicis on snow 
and water, is a keen 
yachtswoman, a good 
horsewoman and owns 
her own speedboat. 

Television singer Toni 
Lomond and solicitor Mr 
D. J. Moroney are club 
fliers. Radio announcer 
Bill Acfleld received his 
licence recently. HSV7 
newsreader Brian Naylor 
is a pilot of four years' 
standing. 

Brian received his lic-
ence at the Civil Flying 
School, which has about 
200 trainees at the mo-
ment. 

Motor racing driver Bits 

firer las Corinne Druce 

fly, using their own air-
craft or chartering from 
us. 

"Some of our best cus-
tomers are owners, train-
ers and Jockeys flying out 
to Country race meetings," 
he said. 

One of Mr Schutt's 200 
pupils is bandleader Lee 
Gallagher and another is 
Melbourne's Cultural 
Centre architect, Mr Roy 
grounds. 

"It was the safety and 
convenience of flying that 
appealed to me," Mr 
Grounds said. "I've got 
400 acres of forest on the 
south coast of New South 
Wales and It used to take 
me 9% hours to drive each 
way. I'd arrive worn out 
after driving with all the 
traffic, to decided to 
learn to fly. 

"I'll start my cross - 
countries next week, and 
should have my unre-
stricted licence by the end 
of the year" 

Mr Grounds does most 
of his training in a 
Cessna 172 and has 
bought himself a 182. 

Brother and sister 
Flemish and Jill McKin-
non will soon both have 
their Licences. Hamish 
has a farm at Hamilton, 
in the Western District. 

St. Kilda ruckman Jim 
Wallin, 23, last season 
flew to Moorabbin ' from 
Quambatook every Satur-
day morning. Wants, a 
licensed pilot, flew down 
with a friend and arrived 
in time to play in the 
Saturday afternoon 
matches. He Is a teacher 
at Quambatook. 

The number of people 
taking out student pilot 
licences has increased by 
a third since 1963, and 
last year there were 6907 
students in Australia. 

Of the 2207 aircraft re-
gistered in Australia, 
fewer than 200 are used 
by h 

With almost 1000 stu-
dent pilots learning to 
fly at Moorabbin, the 
huge task of supervising 
them falls on the Depart-
ment of Civil Aviation. 

New runways 
to be built 
Head of DCA'e perman-

ent staff of 30 at Moor-
abbin is airport manager, 
Mr sob Oldfield. 

Mr Oldfleld is respon-
sible for the efficient run-

gane s lie- fill Of Ill RI IV! IA 
ence at the school and 
became so interested in 

en ed Beech Baron, 
flying he bought a twin- „

We 
wereovements  very pleased 

sere. was decided in 1948 Co The RVAC full-time establish a secondary course can produce pilots 

weeks. 
in little more than six 

A pilot must then fly a 

which he regularly flies to 

meetinge. 
Interstate motor racing e „ . 

Receptionist at the Civil said- 

when we eventually neu-

t.° come, Mr Oldfleld 
d Bankstown, but it had bourne area. 

civil airport in the Mel-

Commercial flying at 

include navigation and 
Efferng School is 18-year- Light aircraft flying is Essendon was increasing 

rapidly, so the new Mr-
further 20 hours, which old 

Miss Pets Davie, who booming. and we at Moor-
cross-country experience has held a private licence in now have got to the pert site was chosen 
to gain an unrestricted for several months and is stage a  where we cannot where it stands today, 
licence. Until then, he can now training for a corn- handle the traffic without agannd flnyning December s bA-‘
fly only within the con- mercial rating. extra facilities. 

training area. She often files with her ngsatirepaandy_ 
19119V.AO will next year es-

fines of the airport's 
father, 55-year-old Mr elle' runway and the two tablish Australia's flrst 

eta"rWteodrkon olluars

St. Kilda, Mornington, 
This is bounded by 

held a licence in 1939. others should be duplica- advanced flying train-
Darcy Davis, who first 

Koo-wee-rup, Pakenham ted within three years." Mg college, where s One of the befit-known tu-
and Lilydale. dents will live in a new names at Moorabbin is he said. 

dude about a down ways _ 
centre, 

The, clU,b's trainees in- that of Mr Arthur Schutt, Moorabbin has three £30,000 accommodation 

wards and men from frig Academy. north-south, the 9600 
the 3500 ft. who runs the Schutt Fly- lull women from 18 years ut i

south-east north - west, The charter 
are likely 
operators 

years down, in almost rabbin 
every occupation. flying these days, from west north-east, take 

"You'll And everyone and the 3050 ft. south - at Moo 
to  over Essendon 

Mr Ted Mathews a city butchers to barristers and 
engineer, 

licence only 
gained his un- I

• 
doctors to dairymen," he 

The duplicate north - when Tullamarthe be-1

reatricted 
south runway is expected comes fully operational 
to be completed by mid- in the early 1970s, leaving 

three months ago. At 59, "We've got them all next the bayside airport wholly 
Ted its one of the club's here, either learning to Mr 3'Oldfleld  has nine to flying training. 

tivities and makes sure 
each of the annual 245,000 

air traffic controllers 
working with him. They 
ensure the safe operation 
of the hundreds of air-
craft which fly in and out 
of Moorabbin every week-
end. 

Height limits vary from 
2000 ft. over the airport 
to 7000 ft. in the Cran-
bourne aerobatics area. 

One air traffic Con-
troller, Mr Ed Jackson, 
believes the Job is more 
difficult at Moorabbin 
than at Essendon, or 
Mascot 

"In a busy hour on 
Sunday afternoon, we get 
as many as 90 take-off a 
and 90 landings," he 
said. 

"The planes start go-
ing 1113 at first light and 
don't stop until dusk, and 
it takes three of us up 
here In the tower to 
handle them,

"In the winter, the 
Planes cant nee the 
grass runways, so they 
have to stick to the 
aingle all-weather strip in 
use. 

"I've seen as many as 
a dozen aircraft queued 
up waiting to take off, 
and as many in the air 
waiting to land," he said. 

A lively 
Sunday 
It Is on Sundays that 

Moorabbin really cornea to 
life. Almost every air-
craft available is In the 
air or landing or taking 
off. 

The acres of lawns sur-
rounding the airport 
buildings are dotted with 
sightseers and picnickers. 
Hundreds more line the 
safety fences near the 
runways. 

For hours on end, they 
watch the brightly colored 
Cessnas, Beecha, Pipers
and Vistas taxi-ing, tak-
ing off, circling and lend-
ing. 

Those with a few 
pounds to spend can go 
for a Joyride. 

The owners of the Joy-
ride aircraft take passen-
gers for flights around 
the airport at week-ends 
to defray their own run-
ning costs. 

Depending on utilisa-
tion and type, operating 
costs can vary from 
£2/10/ to £7 to £8 an 

Lour. 
Moorabbin airport has 

come a long way since it 

STEPPING into a 
twin -engine Cessna 
3 1 0 is Mrs Ruth 
Hodges, of Brigh-
ton, who has been 
flying for nearly 
I2 months. She 
and her husband, 
who is studying 
a i r navigation, 
hope to spend 
their holidays fly-
ing in a plane 
similar to this one. 

WOME 
MOTHERS ON THE 

ONCE women pilots were fro 
in aviation circles. 

But now they have 
been accepted as 
aviators, and some 
have proved out-
standing in this field. 

With an increasing 
number of women be-
coming pilots, the old 
arguments about the 
ability of women in the 
air have subsided. 

T h e Australian 
Women Pilots' Associa-
tion, which has au 
active Victorian branch, 
was founded in 1950 by 
Nancy Walton, 

It has a membership 
of 350 women, of whom 
3T are commercial 
pilots. 16 are full-rime 
instructors and two 
ho I d engineering 
licences. 

Lady Casey is patron 
and a member of the 
association, 

Members of the asso-
ciation claim they are 
Just as capable fliers as 
men, 

The Federal president 
of the association, Mrs 
M. V. Mather, of Can-

tertiary. is 
example of 
women PIIoi 

She begs 
1936 — wh. 
considered 
daring for
fly a plane 

Career 
"I would 

made my Cl 
Ing, but we 
were not rs 
those 
Mather maid 

Mrs Math 
flying befor 
but resum 
months ago. 

Since the 
been on 
with assoch 
bens, one of 
annual met 
association 
last Mull. 

The Stab 
of the assn 
Moira Ito 
Geelong, ha 
organise a I 
near Circler 
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11 ,$Ont4 Pomini) Atralb 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE AUSTRALIAN 

MONDAY MARCH 14 1966 
MRS BILL CALDWELL 
and Mrs Tom %Mallen 
will fly to Melbourne to-
day in Airs WHIRRlien's 
Cessna to attend the an-
nual nicotine of the Aus-
tralian Women Pilot's As-
soc is lion 

They and other mem-
bers who will fly to Mel-
bourne. including Mrs Vic-
tor Richardson, Ann Car-
ter. Resent*, y Arnold, Mrs 
lane Williams Had Peg 
Kclman, will be competing 
in a reliability trial, the 
resells of which will be 
announced at a dinner on 
Sa niche. 

The patron of the as-
sociation. Lady Casey, who 
is also a well-known avia-
trix, will present the 
trophy and also one for 
the woman pilot who has 
contributed most to avia-
tion in the past year. 

* * * 

A PAGE FOR WOMEN 

Miss Freda Thompson and "Pa," 
the plane she will pilot at the 

week-end in the Moomba air race. 

Up in the 
air about 

flying 
KS 

O M E - 
TIIIES, if you're 
Caught in bad 
leather, you swear you'll 

0 again," said 
E 

up 

bt 
P r tete Thompson at 

Airport this 
Rot 

SW grbuied. "But you 
always do." 

ION Thompson blue-
VOA TIM light red-gold 
bat and with several re-

to her credit, has 
'going up" since 

when she got her 
as a pilot. She 

held It continuously 
*Oa 
Q . 11133 she became the 

Empire's first 
Ronan instructor, and a 

later had an adven-
flight from Du-

g° Arabella the tint 
women to do 

.010. 
the week-end. Mlle 

win be among 

p 
contestants in the 

Moomba air 
OM Victoria. 

navigator win be 
Mather, another 
DU," she said. 

be flying over 
IlRaagfffa hl "Pa," 
■ Thompson's 'Met-
sus ter the Royal Vie-
Iaa  Club Cessna 
P shell be piloting. 

mfortable 
Y I sparkling green 
white machine with 

lortabla seating &c-
ur:IT ,f,FV. — '67 irnir on tlie 

passenger's sun 

a bit diffsreof 
the old days of 

and Ood help 
Miss Thompson 

those days, her Bolo 
pt to Australia in her 

major made plenty 
OM when she wen 

bristly In Frante. 

164 iterVir. arti ?Nei 
eapalsed n Greek 

grove, and finally 

r9=misrisPl 
be-

igg:n 
waters 

rte d y I made my 
landing in 

wee also the day 
Loch Ness mon-

was seen by some 

The town newspaper 
up the stories and 

re had the cap-
'Lake Monster Au-
." she said. 

crooned the Timor 
the fasteet time es men by 

t 
a at the prospect 
soo miles of sea." 

she said In Darwin at the 
time. 

Miss Thompson had no 
radio then. 

"In fact, I loathe it 
even now. The charm of 
flying, to me, le the sense 
of freedom and chal-
lenge." the said. 

Small planes are her 
love. 

"Once I took the con-
trols in a helicopter, but 
I had the poor old girl 
going round like a spin-
ning top. 

time I was 
allowed to take over a 
four-engined commercial 
aircraft for an hour. I 
made the passengers air-
sick because I couldn't 
stop it bucking up and 
down." 

MONDAY, MARCH 7, 1966 

VICE-REGAL 
Their Excellencies the Gover-

nor-General and the Lady Casey 
attended the fifteenth annual din-
ner of the Australian Women's 
Pilots' Association in Melbow ne 
on Saturday evening. 

His Excellency the Governor 
and Lady Culler, attended 1,‘ 
members of the personal atoll, 
were present at the Australian 
!rickey Club's meeting at Wit--

Fartn on Saturday :Mc,. 
noon. 

The Governor and Lady 
Cltler, attended by members at 
the personal staff, were present 
at the annual service of members 
of the Order of St. Michael and 
St. George at St. James Church, 
King Street, yesterday morning. 

ad se is* e' 
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Airborne nurse 
TRAIL of car A 

headlights 
recently guided a Fly-
ing Doctor plane on to 
a pitch:loch at night, 
so that a woman with 
Severely crushed legs 
could be rushed to a 
hospital almost 100 
miles away. 
Yesterday the nurse on-the 

Plane, 14-year-old Robin 
Miller of Perth, recalled
the Incident  when she 
arrived in Melbourne for the 
annual meeting of the Aus-
tralian Women Pilots' Asso-
ciation, 

Robin IS the daughter of 
Mr. Marie Miller, one of 
Australia's aviation pioneer'. 
Her mother is Mary 
Durack the well-known 
Australian writer. 

As a qualified nurse, 
Robin was working with the 
Flying Doctor Service in 
Perth on the night the 
emergency call came from 
the small town of Narrogin. 

"We were dubious of land-
ing as we knew there was 
no floodlit landing strip in 
the area. But as we flew 
over we saw a blase of lights 
coming from one of the road-

docks. where car headlamps 
marked out a runway for us. 
We landed there without any 
trouble." she said. 

Robin. who holds a private 
pllaCa licence, has been 
awarded an Australian fly-
ing scholarship which will 
enable her to complete stu-
dies to gain a commercial 
licence in June. 

"With the Government 

• miss Robin Milier. 

subsidy I will be able to 
study Instrument flying, 
night flying, and cross-
country navigation." she 
said. 

A vying Horse service Nita 
independently of the flying 
doctor service is envisaged by Robin. 

"There is no flying nurse 
service at present, but it Is 
desperately needed. There are so many isolated com-
munities springing up in 
mining areas in Western 
Australia without a resident doctor or nurse. 

"When a minor Injures 
or burns himself there is no 
one to give 
attcntlon. • fen the 

" —" "" n the in• hired have to be sent long 
distances to the nearest 
medical centre. A flying 
nurse service could deal with minor cases on the spot and decide whether expert 
medical attention was 
needed," she added. 

With Mrs. Rosemary de Picrres as her co-pilot navi-
gator, Robin came fifth in 
an air trial In Western Aus-
tralia In October. "We were 
the only women in the race 
which covered about 700 
miles competing against 49 
other light aircraft," she 
explained. 

From nothing to 

21 aircraft 

— in just a year 
Most people associate 

Avis with renta-car 
operate's'. Few realise 
that, hi fact, the com-
pany has the largest air 
charter operation to 
Australia, with a fleet of 
21 aircraft. 

T rapid growth 

The air 

has 
been achieved in Uttle 
over 

h
a ar. 

charter 

ili 

 service started in 
January, MI5. Today 
Avis Air Services has 
charter branches to 
Sydney, Melbourne, Ade-
tilde and Perth and will 
shortly open branches fn 
Brisbane and Townsville. 

Most of the fleet are 
six seater Piper Astee, 
twini -sen: 

sp
inepelead 

of 
nessitha 

cruising 200 

mp-w he flying heaftullr

equipped
d 

. for 

all
with identical radio 

equipment to that used 
by regular airlines. 

Avis, in building a 
n Ilion', air oh arter 
network, has provided a 
service where normal 
airlines leave off, but In 
co-operation with these 
airlines. 

Avis aircraft today are 
operating from as far 
apart as the Solomon 
Islands to Perth; under-
taking sasIgnmenis rang-
log from aerial survey to 
business executive char• 
ter. 

Three of the AVIS pilots 
are women, each highly 
lied 

Mine Rosalind klerri 
field, of Sydney, a senior 
pilot in the organisation, 
his Just been awarded 
the Australian Woman 
Pilot of the Year award 
by the Australian Women 
Plldh Assoolation. 

The Age, friday, March 4, 1966 

ISC's -,--traatasoraaisaneat 

Control officer 
• at airport 

LIVELY red head Miss Olga Tarling, diverted ten large
aircraft from Eagle Farm Airport, neat' Brisbane, 
recently while the runway was clearded to anus, a 

light aircraft carrying a seriously ill man to land. 
Yesterday she now into 

Moorabbln airport for the 
annual meeting of the Aus-
tralian Women Pilots' AISSO-
elation to be held in 
Melbourne at the week end. 

As the first Australian 
woman to be appointed as a 
control officer with the De-
partment of Civil Aviation, 
Miss Tarling raid safety 
standards at Australian 
aerodromes were among the 
highest In the world. 

"Equipment, calculations 
and aircraft movements are 
checked and double checked. 
We know the exact position 
of any plane at any time of 
the day or night," she said. 

Miss Tarling began work 
as a teletype operator with 
air radio control in Towns-
ville, but she soon became 
fascinated by aeroplanes. 
"Soon I was taking private 
Instruction in a Tiger Moth 
and gained my pilot'a licence 
in 1952," she said. 

ccidentAlla recalled that ng her 
t only a WPM duri

THE ANNUAL general 

meeting. of the Australian 
In Melbourne, to which 
Women Pilots Association 
women pilots from all States 
in Australia flew in on a 
reliability trial was held 
in Melbourne last week. 
Members were entertained 
at Lauriston Park by Mrs. 
Gunnerson, whose daugh-
ter, Mrs. Evelyn Koren, of 
Dartmoor, won the trial. At 
a gathering at the Royal 
Commonwealth Society at. 
tendon ray the Governor-
General, Lord Casey and 
Lady Casey, who is patron 
of the association. Lady 
Casey presented the Nancy 
Bird trophy won by Roslyn 
Merrifield, of New South 
Wales, awarded for the 
greatest contributiOn to 
aviation by a woman 
in Australasia. Following 
the meeting, members were 
the guests of Geelong flying 
enthusiasts, Dr. and Mrs. 
J. P. Robinson, at their 
Pomo. Paxton Park. Leo-
pold. They entertained 80 
guests, several of whom 
flew their own aircraft to 
land on the private airstrip. 
Among the guests who en-
joyed water skiing and gen-
eral relaxation, were many 
famous names In women's 
aviation, Nancy Bird and 
Freda Thompson (the first 
woman to fly England to 
Australia solo In her own 
aircraft), Esther Mather 
(one-time Australian aero-
bane champion) and Beryl 
Young, who has been flying 
in the Solomon Islands. Mrs. 
Robinson was assisted in 
looking after her guests by 
fellow Geelong pilot, Mrs. 
Athol Eagles. 

earl Instruction days. 
After only 15 hours flying I 

became a little over-confi-
dent. As I came down on to 
the Townsville runway I did 
a ground loop and swerved 
on to a grass strip. For-
tunately the only damage 
was to a lower wing of the 
craft." she said. 

When Miss Tarling trans-
ferred to Brisbhne aero-
drome a year later she 
gained her commercial 
pilot's licence. "Then I was 
able to get a Job as co-pilot 
with a private airline on 
chartered flights carrying 
freight and paasengers." 

But the fascination of air 
control drew Miss Tarling 
back to the ground. "I 
caused a precedent at the 
Department of Civil Aviation 
when I applied for the post 

'vs 

et en nn trutnc control Can-
cer. They decided to take 
me on, and in 1961 I began 
training at Melbourne air-
port," 

Her traintng Included 
tower control, communica-
tions and route planning. 
"Though radar Is Used a 
great deal, there is still a 
need for a certain amount 
of mathematical calcula-
tions," she added. 

Miss Tarling is now based 
back at Eagle Farm, where 
she controls aeroplanes 
varying in size from Tiger 
Moths to Mirages. 

When not controlling 
planes she is usually In the 
cockpit of a plane, being 
Controlled. "I still love fly-
ing and get up Into the air 
at every opportunity." she 
said. 

• Miss Olga 
Tarlinfe,stoirdaByristbowaitet,ettoidhothfieeawnninuat0l Moorabbin airport 

meeting of the  AustralianciationWoman PIMPS ASIO-



—The Advertiser, Saturday, Feb. 22, 1964.

Challenge Faces 
Girl Pilots TWO 18-year-old event before their big race 

Adelaide girls 
t. . a Easter. 
Susan, who was second in 

who have their feet the Pilot of the Year con-
firmly planted on the test last year, was given her 
  win soon have private licence in 1983, at 

cads high In the the age of 17. 
as they corn- Unlike Christine who 

Pete a 1,475 mile air seems to have flying in the 
race during the Easter blood, she . decided she 
week-end. wanted to fly a plane after 

The girls, Susan WE- watching crop-dusters and 
• a science student, of light  aircraft fly overhead. 

aft Croydon, and Chris- They both play squash 
Henderson, a secretary, regularly, sometimes four 

Beaton, will be corn- times a week, and often fly 
In the Ansett-ANA away on long flights to-
air race against gather. 

• e than 335 pilots from They have flown to Mei-
tner Australia. bourne twice as part of 

They will fly together, their training, and have 
taking it in turns to nevi- had flight., all over Mu-
tate and pilot the plane trails. 
orer the course. Susan, who is aiming to 

Christine gained her be a physicist, has had to 
private licence in June, start Studying for Univers-
na, at the age of 16, and ity before it resumes, so 
was regarded at that time she won't fall behind in her 
as being the youngest work while she is away. 
Australian girl to receive 

Cessna 
a 

will fly a Cessna Buenas. 
A student at Cabra con_ from the Royal Aero Club 

Mit, Me used to spend all of SA. 
The race will start at 

her 
spare time training for 

the Archerfleld aerodrome on 
hich she had 

minimum 40 
to 

hour 
undergo 

test 
Easter Eve, and will finish w tar the licence, she flew on Easter Monday at Para-

tegf of the 40 boon solo, field in BA. . 
Nearly all Christine's It includes two ht 

family are Interested in stops a   at Bankstown, NSW. 
n IBMS. at Moorabbln, Victoria. 

Her father was a pilot As the race is designed 
In the RAAF, her slater is to teat navigational skill, 
a parachutist and her elder their navigation instru-
peotherlictiots his own merits will be sealed during 

the race in such a way that 
on the front door if they are required, they 

t air house reads.—"The can be readily unsealed. 
Hendersons. They will . fly over the 

won the novice route on the way to Bris-
gSatfpp  the women's re- bane, so they can gain 

trial, conducted by some knowledge of the set 
urtnlian Women course. 
Association before "We're hopeful of a/in-

• t:MO) race last year. nine," Susan said In an 
Both Christine and Su- interview at her home. 

win compete in this At present both girls are 
making plans for the race 
and getting their naviga-
tion up to scratch. 

Christine Is able to fly 
'Young film makers are 

Christine
Chipmunks, Piper 

In the SA Film and 
that their en- colt, and Tiger Moths. 

Susan flies Gessoes, Chin-
• C° SrlAir4 Set- monks and the Victa Air 

91 239 InternatIOnal 

hand. of the Judge
ld be 

s' tonventually the girls hope oon ou 
get their commercial fly-

ce before March 1. , 1,4 licences.

I. . • 

wT 

Film Contest 

a 
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if 
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.plisfs, Christine Henderson booted in plena) 
sad Willionts own rim mop el the coon* for 

Chair big race. 

They're up in ,WO attractive Adelaide teen-agers he with their heads in the clouds are 
heading for high adventure in a few the air weeks' time. 

They are 18-year-olds Sue Williams 
and Christine Henderson, who have 
entered for the Brisbane to Adelaide air 
race at the end of March. 

Melbourne will see 
them on March 29 when 
they make a scheduled 
overnight stop at Moor-
&shin. 

At eighteen, when 
most teen-agers are still 
pestering dad for the use 
of the family car, both 
'Christine and Sue are at 
home in the air with 
more than two years' fly-
ing behind them. 

They are certainly the 

youngest women en-
trants in the race and as 
a team they believe they 
are the youngest en-
trants, of either men or 
women. 

Both girls come from 
Adelaide. 

Tall, brunette Sue 
Wifliame is a full-time 
university student with 
her sights set on a 
science degree from 
the Adelaide Univer-

yip 

111a11111,eidiisi 11,1 
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SUE WILLIAMS lief) sad Christine Henderson 
check their aircraft before faking off for a practice 

erase-country flight. 

.cJAf - /O 

ally and a commercial 
pilot's licence. 

In her science course, 
Sue is vitally interested 
in physics, and particu-
larly the application of 
this subject to aerody-
namics. 

Her partner In the big 
air race. Christine Hen-
derson, is even more ser-
ious about aviation. She 
works as a full-time sec-
retary with an air 
charter fi rm at Adelaide 
airport. but ahewants to 
make aviation her full-
time career. 

Her target is not only 
a commercial pilot's lic-
ence. Christine has a 
burning ambition to be 
Australia's first licensed 
women helicopter pilot 

It's a goal 
says Christine: "There 

are women airline pilots 
In Russia and sonic other 
parts of the world. Why 
can't women aspire to 

. this in Australia? I 
know it may never hap-
pen, but it is a goal 
worth striving for. 

"That's one of the 
main reasons why Sue 
and I want to enter this 
race and win It." 

How do two 18-year-
old girls become ex-
perienced and enthu-
shuttle flyers? 
With Christine, the 

answer is simple .— she 
comes from a flying 
family. Her elder brother 
le a very experienced 
private pilot who owns 
hie own light aircraft. 
Her Older sister, Kath-
ryn, has made several 

tatIllti MR. 
Sue "got the bug" when 

she was only 15. On a 
holiday she watched 
crop-dusters flying on a 

South Australian coun-
try farm and straight 
away she felt the urge to 
get lInto the air. 

Her father promised 
her that If she won a 
scholarship to Adelaide 
University he would pay 
for her flying tuition. 
She went straight ahead 
and won the scholarship 
and, in a year, her pri-
vate pilot's Ilcende with 
the Royal Aero Club of 
South Australia. 

The girls will be fly-
ing a four - seater 
Cessna, single-engine 
monoplane in the.big 
race. They will fly 
carefully along the 
route from Adelaide to 
Brisbane in the week 
before the race starts 
on Saturday, March 28. 

Youngest 
co-pilots 

THESE TWO 18-y-o 
Adelaide girls Will take 
it in turns to pilot a 
Cessna in the £5000, 

1 1,475-mile Easter air 
race between Brisbane 

and Adelaide. 
They are Christine Hen-
derson, a secretary 
(left) and Susan Wil-
liams, a science student. 
They are the youngest 
competitors. While one 
is piloting the other will 

navigate. 

The Herald — Page 3 
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Women to 
try their luck 
AT least 17 women 

will make a game 
bid to beat the ele-
ments as well as the 
men in the Brisbane 
to Adelaide Air Race. 

Experts and race 
organisers feel sure 
that some of them 
will be among the 
prize-winners. 

All the women Men. be-
long to the 14-year-old 
Australian Women Pilots' 
Association. 

Membership has grown 
from an initial 40 an 
impressive 270 since 1950. 

Well-known woman pilot 
Nancy.. (Bird) Walton 
founded the Association 
and united all - women in 
Australia who fly or glide. 

Mrs. Walton, of St. Ives, 
will herself be an entrant 
in the air race, piloting a 
Viola 100 to what she 
hopes will be a fine win. 

Miss Winifred Wella, of 
Perth. and Mrs. Helen 
Blackburn, of Adelaide, 
both commercial pilots, will 
fly together In 'a Cessna 
172. 

Sue Williams and Chris-
tine Henderson, both aged 
only 18, also come from 

Adelaide. They are com-
mercial-licence students. 

They will take turns in 
flying and navigating their 
single-engine Cessna. 

Sue was second last year 
In a "Pilot Of The Year" 
Contest. 

mar largest number of 
women entrants comes 
from Victoria. 

Freda Thompson and 
Esther Mather can claim 
seniority among the wom-
en, as they both flew in 
the first sir race of this 
type in 1936. 

Sue Polices, Beverley 
Seide and Annette Murphy 
will fly a Beech Musketeer 
from the Civil Plying 
School, Moorabbin, 

Julie Hourigan, another 
Victorian entrant, will fly 
the first Vista Airtourer 
ever sold to an atro club, 
that of Latrobe Valley. 

Prom Swan Hill, in an-
other Victa, comes Thea 
Bryan and her co-pilot. 
Nancy Tellerson, of Co-
huna. 

The only certain Queens-
land entry is Dorothy Her-
bert, from Charleville, in 
her own Cessna 182. 

New South Wale4 will be 
represented by Mrs. Nancy 
Walton and Marie Rich-
ardson, flying a Camden 
Aero Club Cessna 172 with 
Barbara Selby-Brown. 
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Young girls and veterans will 
battle through the skies 

ifs our biggest 
air race By JACK 

PERCIVAL 
MORE than 170 light aircraft have been 

entered in the three-day Brisbane-
Adelaide air race beginning on March 28, 
the biggest event of its kind held in the 
world. 
The £1,125,000 

worth of aircraft range 
from'Australian - made 
Vista Airtourers and 
sleek new Beechcraft, 
Cessna and Piper twin-
engined types to a de 
Havilland Dove, largest 
plane entered. 

Some of the planes are 
'vintage" models. These in-
clude ubiquitous Tiger 
Moths and a Mustang 
Fighter converted for civil 
Me. 

The competing pilots in-
clude a young North Shore 
gid in her early twenties 
and a veteran N.S.W. grazier 
more than 60 years old. 

The flying experience of 
the fallira013 la varied—same 
have had less than 200 
flying hours: one is a former 
airline pilot. 

The race—for aircraft 
with at least a range of 250 
Pall! iCal mils and a fuel 
reserve of 45 minutes—is 
sponsored by Mr R. M. 
Area, who has given prizes 
and trophies worth £5.000. 

Woman's prize 
Mr Amen ems a two. 

seater Porterfield aircraft 
Is a similar race In 1936. 
The prize money he won 
—156$--eissibled him to 
develop Ansett Airways 
until It was able to lake 
ever Australian National 
Airway.. 
He told me yesterday: 

"No big air race for light 
aircraft has been held in 
Australia since 1936. 1 
sot the idea when I read 
natistics which showed the 
rapid development of the 
light aircraft industry here. 

"Since 1958 the number 
of light aircraft in Australia 
has increased by about 60 
per cent to just under 1,600 
machines. In the same period 
the number of pilots' 
licences, apart from airline. 
transport and helicopter 
licences, has grown by 45 
per cent to 10,426. 

"There is still room for 
expansion. This air race will 
show many sections of the 
public the advances which 
have been made in Aus-
tralia." 

The race organising com-
mittee comprises represen-
tatives of the Federation of 
Acro Clubs. Department of 
Civil Aviation and Ansett-
A.N.A. 

Mr Ken Hammond, sec-
retary of the Royal Aero 
Club of N.S.W. and a com-
mittee member, said that 
more than 60 planes have 
been entered from N.S.W. 

Throughout their plan-
ning, the organisers have 
pieced special emphasis 
on safely. The route 
enables the aircraft to fly 
aver the best possible ter-
rain. 
Precautions have been 

taken to discourage "throttle 
benders." 'In the 1936 -rote 
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Map 'thawing route of the three-Joy race. 

Dalian Air Task She 
and a girl friend will fly 
in a Cessna 

Youngest N.S.W. woman 
competitor will be Miss 
Lynette Clancy. of Arunga 
Avenue. Roseville, who also 
will be flying a Cessna. She 
is one of a famous family 
of pilots. Years ago the 
Clancy brothers' home-
made Baby Clancy plane 
was a star turn at flying 
exhibitions. 

Most senior competitor 
in years is Mr T. W. 
Murray, a grazier of Burren 
Junction (N.S.W.), who will 
fly a Piper. He learned to 
fly about live yearn ago. 

Mr R. Al. Ansett, when 
he won the Brisbane-
Adelaide race in 1936. 

the late James Broadbent 
flew his aircraft at full 
throttle all the way. 

Seven aircraft, each with 
a woman in command, will 
compete for a special 
woman's award of £200. 

Major prize money will 
he awarded to the winner 
of the closed handicap 
event which is limited to 
private licence holders and 
commercial pilots who have 
not flown for reward during 
the past year. 

Commercial pilots, ex-
cluding airline pilots, will 
compete in an open handi-
cap. 

The youngest woman 
pilot will be Miss Chris-
line Henderson, 18, a sec-
retary with South Ane-

The aircraft in the race 
are normally used for a 
dozen flight utility jobs. 
Their owners include ser-

vice station owners, chain 
store managers, managing 
directors of factories, flying 
jackaroos. insurance sales-
men. a wine and spirits mer-
chant. an air-conditioning 
expert, crop dusters, a 
master builder and women 
who fill in census forms 
"domestic duties." 

Out of the 170 planes 
entered. 97 are powered by 
Continental engines which 
will help with centralising 
servicing facilities. 

One of the most interest-
ing side issues will be to 
see how the locally made 
Vista Airtourer reforms 
against the latest imported 
machines. 

More than a dozen Air-
tourers have been entered by 
private owners and the 
manufacturing firm. 

Captain Peter Globes, 
chairman of she light 
aircraft race committee. 

f.,
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• Mr. R. M. Ansett signs the first of the certificates, printed on 
goatskin, which will be presented to each Pilot-in-Command in the 

Brisbane-Adelaide Air Race. 
to as capital cities 

along the route of the 
race the aircraft will use 
secondary airfields. This 
is to avoid conflicting 
with the air "lanes" of 
commercial airliners. 
Strict regulations pre-

414.9••••••••II NV, 

serlbe the altitude and 
air "lane" near cities. 
This Is the exact route: 
MARCH 28: ARCHER-
FIELD - INVERELL-
TAMWORTH, then on 
to BANKSTOW N. 
MARCH 29: BANKS-

TOWN - WAGGA-
MANGALORE, then on 
to MOORABBIN. 
MARCH 30: MOORAB-
BIN-NRILL and on to 
the finishing line at 
PAR AFIELD, outside 
ADELAIDE. 

Federal body 
supports  race 
By G. A. (Peter) LLOYD, O.B.E., president of the Royal Aero Club of New South 

Wales and the Royal Federation of Aero Clubs or Australia. 

The Aero Club movement of Australia will enter about 
40 aircraft from a total of 169 entries in the Brisbane-
Adelaide Air Race. 
Seven of these 

planes will be flown 
by members of the 
Royal Aero Club of 
New South Wales. 

The movement is 
strongly supporting 
the race because its 
aim is to teach more 
Australians to fly air-
craft and to fly them 
well under an condi-
tions. 

In fact, most of this 
country's pilots learn to fly 
In the member clubs of 
The Royal Federation of 
Aero Clubs of Australia. 

Although the majority of 
aero club members fly for 
pleasure or as a sport be-
fore deciding whether they 
will seek a career in avia-
tion, most of this country's 
commercial and airline 
pilots today receive their 
training through the aero 
club movement. 

Thousands of men and 
women members of aero 
clubs fly the hundreds of 
planes—from Tiger Moths 
to the moat modern air-
eraft—owned by the mem-
ber clubs of the federation. 

The bigger clubs (like 
the Royal Aero Club of 
NIS.W. at Bankatown) own 
fully instrumented aircraft 
for the training of pllOtS 
up to airline standards. 

The aero club fleets con-
tinue to grow as member-
ship increases throughout 
the Commonwealth. (The 
RAC of N.S.W., for ex-
ample, has a fleet of 17 
planes at Its disposal.) 

Last year the club's 
members flew a record of 
snore than 12,000 flying 
hours and are currently 

flying about 1100 hours a 
month. 

Throughout Australia, 
aero club members are 
flying more than 100.000 
training hours a year un-
der strict Department of 
Civil Aviation supervision 
and the highest standards 
of airworthiness in the 
world. 

The Royal Aero Club of 
N.S.W. has more than 1500 
members, at least two-
thirds of whom are trained 

i (lots. This represents en 
ncrease of 10 per cent on 

last year's figure. 
Club membership has 

more than doubled in the 
past 10 years. 

• Minimum age 
More than 300 students 

are being trained or are 
doing advanced flying 
training at Bankatown. 
About 12 per cent of these 
are women and many are 
still In their teens. (The 
minimum age for learning 
to fly is la) 

Last year 150 club mem-
bers gained their flying 
licences. 

Aircraft are available to 
members for elementary 
training, cross - country 
flying, aerobatics, forma-
tion and night flying, twin-
engine conversion, Instru-
ment flying and radio navi-
gation. 
In recent years club 

aircraft have changed dra-
matically from the older 
open-cockpit wartime 
trainers to comfortable 
cabin aircraft with a good 
range and high flying 
speeds. This change has 
brought about the greatly 
Increased use of club air-
craft for members' per-
sonal transport, both for 
business and pleasure trips. 

The new £80,000 runway 
which the Commonwealth 
Department of Works is 
building at Bankstown will 
enable the club to operate 
Its aircraft under the sev-
erest weather conditions. 

The RAC of N.S.W., like 
the other aero clubs form-
ed in the capital cities, was 
established In 1919 by a 
small group of officers of 
the old Royal Australian 
Flying Corps. 

When war came again In 
1939, the larger clubs be-
came elementary flying 
schools and it Is only In 
the postwar years that we 
have seen the phenomenal 
growth of the aero club 
movement in Australia. • 

This is party because of 
our population Increase and 
rising living standards, but 
mainly because more and 
more young people are be-
coming airminded in this 
age of flying. 

They are realising. as the 
Lord Mayor of Sydney 
(Aid. Jensen) did on his 
recent flight over Sydney 
In a RAC of N.S.W. plane, 
that flying In a small air-
craft is "probably the most 
thrilling of all recreations." 

Participation in country 
tours, Including trips away 
to other centres, through-
out the State and Com-
monwealth. is a most Im-
portant aspect of club life. 
These are run on a co-
operative basis and all 
licensed Mints get their 
turn to fly. 

I can safely say that In 
the immediate years ahead 
the aero club movement In 
this country faces an era 
of unprecedented develOp-
menth and growth — tar 
more spectacular than it 
has known in Its 45 years' 
history. 

The Sun, Monday, March 9, 1964 

TWO FLEDGLINGS 

Girls, 18, 
in air race 

V" 
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Sue Williams, left, and Christine Henderson. 

TWO 18-year-old girls are the 
youngest to enter the Brisbane-

Adelaide air race which this year will 
begin on Saturday, March 28. 

They' are Sue Williams and Christine 
Henderson, of Adelaide, whose entry was 
sponsored by a soft-drink firm. 

They will take turns In flying and navigating 

their single-engine Cessna. 

Sue is studying for a science degree at 
Adelaide University, and Ls vitally Interested in 
the application of physics to aerodynamics. 

She got the flying "bug" as a schooigid when 
the watched aircraft crop-dusting on a arm in 
South Australia. 

Her father promised to pay for her flying 
tuition if she won a scholarship to the university. 
She did. 

Helicopter next 
Christine is a secretary with an Adelaide air 

charter firm, but intends te make flying her (lin-
den, career. 

She is considering becoming Australia's first 

licensed woman helicopter pilot. 

Her brother is a pilot. Her sister has made 

several parachute jumps. 
Sue and Christine are keen to get commercial 

pilot's licences. 

'There are woman airline pilots in Russia and 

other parts of the world," Christine said, 

"Why can't women aspire to this in Matra 

liaT It is a goal worth striving for." 

Dining the race the planes will stay ore 

night in Sydney on March 28, and in Moorabb 
near Melbourne, the next day. 
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Rosolind Merrifield (left) with Peter Ahrens end American pilot Betty faux at 
the end of • Pacific ferrying flight. 

2 women 

Aust. 
solo 
hops 

NEW YORK, 
Saturday 

(A.A.P.). — Two 
women are flying 
solo across the 
Pacific in light,
twin-engine planes,
to Australia. 

They left Hillsboro, 
Oregon, yesterday. 

Rosalind Merrifield,.  of 
Sydney (pictured) and 
Betty Faux. of Santa 
Monica, California, will 
be accompanied in a 
similar plane by Peter 
Ahrens, of Austeglia. 

They are delivering the 
planes to a Sydney rent-
a-plane service. 

Miss Merrifield, a 
veteran aviatrix, said 
"Nobody's out to set any 
records. 

"It's just a case of get-
ting these planes to 
Australia." 
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WOMAN'S TOP 
By JACK PERCIVAL 

A N.S.W. woman pilot will lead 
a team of four with three air-
craft on an aerial survey of the 
Solomon Islands for the United 
Nations. 
She is Beryl Young, 28, 

of Malabar, formerly 
chief flying instructor at 
the Cooma Aero Club. 

Others in the Australian 
learn will be Mr C. Forrest, 
in charge of operations, Mr 
Harold Hall, who will be 
standby pilot, and Mr Lind. 

say Hill. engineer. They 
will be joined by specialists 
from America and Sweden. 

The flying job, consid-
ered to be the most ins-
Portant yet given to an 
Australian woman pilot, 
is under contract to Avis, 
which recently appointed 

three women pllohl to ex- 1' 
ecutIve ports to fly air-
craft around Australia 
and anywhere la the 
world. 
The Solomons operation 

will cover six islands, and 
its purpose is to determine 
the depth of the earth's 
Crust. 

The three aircraft, two 
Piper Aztecs and a Cessna 
180. will be fitted with 
special equipment worth 
£200,000. The job entails 

precision line flying at 500 
feet in difficult weather con-
ditions. 

Miss Young flew de 
Havilland Doves and 
Herons toy Southern Air-
lines and was an instructor 
with the Royal Victorian 
Aero Club and the Exeter 

roe 
Aero Club in Britain. 

Another top woman pilot, 
Miss Rosalind Merrifield, 
who recently made two solo 
trans-Pacific flights from 
America to Sydney, has 
been appointed a regular 
pilot with Avis. Her duties 
involve flying V.I.P. passen-

moot,. Otg Eelegraph 
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FLYING MOTHER 

es 

SYDNEY mother of four, Mrs. Rosemary Arnold, seen at Mascot yesterday after 

qualifying as the first Australian woman helicopter pilot. 

Our first woman 
helicopter pilot 

Mrs. Rosemary Arnold, 31-year-old wife of a Sydney 
building contractor and mother of four children, yesterday 
became the first Australian woman to qualify as a heli-
copter pilot. 

She landed in her heli-
copter—a Hughes two-
seater—at Mascot Airport 
from Bankstown yester-
day. 

Mrs. Arnold also holds 
a private pilot's licence 
for fixed-wing light air-
craft, with endorsements 
for four different types. 

She has been flying 
nearly four years. 

"I want to get my 
commercial licences now 
for both fixed-wing and 
helicopters," said Mrs. 
Arnold. 

want to be a com-

mercial piiot — what I 
would like to do, I 
think, Is demonstrate 
and sell helicopters and 
do some ferry flying." 
Mrs. Arnold started 

flying in February, 1962. 
"1 kept it a secret at 

first — I did not tell 
anyone at home until 
I had gone solo," 
Mrs. Arnold trained in 

fixed wing aircraft with 
the Illawarra Flying Ser-
vice and then the Royal 
Aero Club of N.S.W. at 
Bankstown Aerodrome. 

When she decided to 
try flying helicopters 

early this year, pilot!. 
warned her that 'copters,
were hard work. 

She got her helicopter,
licence within six weeks 
and with a total of 30 
flying hours at £25 an 
hour. 

She went solo after ten 
hours and yesterday 
passed her final test for 
the licence. 

Her children — Grant, 
l2, Lyndall, 10, Vicki, 9, 
and Angela, 5—helped. 

"They are very handy 
in the house, cleaning, 
washing up and even 
cooking," she said. 

Helicopter woman 
Mrs Rosemary Arn-

old, of Sylvania, 31-
year-old mother of four 
children has become 
the first woman in Aus-

tralia to fly solo in a 

helicopter. 
On September I she 

did four hours' dual in-

struction in a two-seater 
helicopter. 

"I went solo only 
early this week," she 
said last night. 

"I intend to do four 
hours a day until the 
end of this month, 
when I hope to sit for 
my helicopter pilot's 
licence." 

THE SUN-HERALD, DEC. 12, 1965 

THE Royal Aero Club of N.S.W. 
has chosen Diane Watson as 

best pilot of the year. 
She has won its North-

van Trophy flying against 
more than 70 men train-
ed by the club in 1965 
to the restricted flying 
level. 

Twenty - four-year-old 
Diane, of Prince Street, 
Granville (above), got 
her wings last May. She 
has logged 95 flying 
hours. 45 of them solo. 

She has won a Corn. 
monwealth Scholarship 
and will use it to get her 
commercial and instruc-
tor's licences. 

Diane said her mother 
was the first woman 

glider pilot in N.S.W., in 
the early thirties. 

"Dad took up gliding. 
too." she said. 

"But I hadn't given 
flying a thought until I 
was 19. 

"I was M Narrominr 
and a friend took me up 
for a flight. When we 
landed I decidad to learn 
to fly. 

"I started, then had to 
stop for three years, be-
cause I didn't have 
enough money. So I 
saved for three years. 
then went straight 
through with the course." 

,m1,41.44.0.41. 

The Sydney Morning Herald, Sat., Nov. 6, 1965 

Overseas news 
in brief 

Polar flight 
WASHINGTON. — Two 

Argentine Air Force De 
Havilland Beaver aircraft 
landed at the South Pole 
on Wednesday — the first 
fixed-wing aircraft ever to 
do so, 

The ski-equipped planes 
landed otter an 500-mile 
flight from en Argentine 
base on the Weddell Sea. 

gers anywhere at any lime. 
A third woman pilot, 

Miss Christine Davies, 
who files for Coonellan 
Airlines he Central 'Sus-
Irene, has been offered a 
position to fly Avls air-
craft. 
.The three women pilots

will be paid salaries in 
accordance with the log of 
the Australian Airline 
Pilots' Association, They 
get about £3.000 a veer. 
plus special flying allow-
ance& 

Captain Peter Ahrens, 
Avis flight superintendent, 
said yesterday, -The women 
pilots are most efficient. On 
their own initiative they 
have overcome all prejudices 
against them in command 
of aircraft. 

"I say good luck to 
them." 

The recent annual report 
of the Department of Civil 
Aviation drew attention to 
'he growing number of 
women pilots on the Ass-
.ralran Air Register 

19-year.old 
A pretty brunette, Anne 

Carter, 19, of Balgowiab, is 
the only woman among 19 
winners of Department of 
Civil Aviation scholarships 
granted this year to mem-
bers of the Royal Aero 
Club of N.S.W. 

Anne, who was. junior 
stenographer, worked as a 
waitress cm a trails for 
six months, earning £26 
a week with overtime to 
pay for dying lessons. 
Her scholarship will pro-

vide funds for 70 per cent 
of her flying training. She 
hones to become an instruc-
tor. 

This week, Mrs Rose-
mary Arnold, of Sylvania, 
a 31-year-old housewife 
with four children, became 
Australia's first certificated 
helicopter pilot. 

A week ago, Captain 
Maria Atanassova flew a big 
Soviet Ilyushin jet airliner 
into London Airport. She 
is certificated to fly the 89-
seat turbo-prop on inter-
national routes. 

In a few weeks, Madame 

BERYL YOUNG . . . 
leader of aerial survey. 

Jacqueline Auriol. ace 
French woman pilot, wit 
fly a Nord four-engined 
turbo - propeller airliner 
from France to Sydney to 
demonstrate it to Australian 
airlines. 

There are no women jet 
pilots in Australia, but a 
Department of Civil Avia-
tion spokesman said, "If 
women are qualified there 
it nothing to stop the air-
lines from employing them 
to fly jet passenger air-
craft." 

DAILY MIRROR, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 21, 1965 
-. • • • - 

* * * * 
No sir, we can't let the men get away 

with everything! . . . Margaret (Meg) Skel-
ton, who worked with Kinelab Laboratories 
until the other day, was one of six women 
pilots who escorted Amy Johnson on her 
arrival in Sydney on May 24, 1930. On the 
night of June 10, 1930, Amy was given a 
slap-up banquet at the Wentworth by C. C. 
Wakefield and Co., De Havilland Aircraft and 
Shell. Meg's licence to take her contraption 
into the air entitled her to fly "FLYING 
MACHINES." Like frinstance "Those Glam-
orous Girls in Their Flying Machines"? 

* * * * 
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Challenge Faces 
Girl Pilots They're up III 

TWO 18-year-old event before their big race.

Adelaide girls 
the

who was second In 
at Easter. 

who have their feet the Pilot of the Year con-
firmly planted on the test last year, was given her 
ground, will soon have private licence in 1963, at 
their heads high in the the age of 17. 
Jowls, as they corn- Unlike Christine who 

Pete in a 1,475 mile air seems to have flying in the 
race during the Easter blood, she . decided she 
week-end. wanted to fly a plane after 

The girls, Susan watching crop-dusters and 
llama, a science student, of light aircraft fly overhead. 
West Croydon, and Chris- They both play squash 
tine Henderson, a secretary, regularly, sometimes four 
of Seaton, will be corn- times a week, and often fly 
peting in the Ansett-ANA away on long flights to-
f5,000 air race against gether. 
more than 335 pilots from They have flown to Mel-
all over Australia. bourne twice as part of 

They will fly together, their training and have 
taking It In turns to nevi- had flights all over Aus-
gate and pilot the plane (cans. 
over the course. Susan, who is aiming to 

Christine gained her be a physicist, has had to 
private licence In June start studying for Univers-
1962, at the age of 18. and ity before it resumes, so 
was regarded at that time she won't fall behind in her 
as being the youngest work while she is away. 
Australian girl to receive 

They will fly a Cessna a licence, from the Royal Aero Club A student at Cobra con-
vent, she used to spend all of SA -

The race will start at her spare time training for 
Archerlield aerodrome on the minimum 40 hour test 
Easter Eve, and will finish which she had to undergo 
on Easter Monday at Para-for the licence. She flew 
field in BA.half of the 40 hours solo. 

It includes two overnight Nearly all Christine's 
family are interested in e.g. at Bankstown. NSW, 
(tying. an at Moorabbin, Victoria. 

As the race is designed Her father was a pilot 
In the RAAF, her sister is to test navigational skill, 
a parachutist and her elder their navigation instru-
brother pilots his own menu will be sealed during 
Tiger Moth. the race In such a way that 

A sign on the front door if they are required, they 
of their house reads—"The can be readily unsealed. 
Flying Hendersons." They will . fly over the 

Christine won the novice route on the way to Sri., 
section of the women's re- bane, so they can gain 
liability trial, conducted by some knowledge of the se 
the Australian Women course. 
Pilots Association before "We're hopeful of win 
the f5,000 race last year. ning," Susan said in an 

Both Christine and Su- interview at her home. 
san will compete in this At present bath girls are 

  making plans for the race 
and getting their naviga-
tion up to scratch. 

Christine is able to fly 
Cessnas, Chipmunks, Piper 
Colts and Tiger Moths. 

Susan flies Cessnas, Chip-
munks and the Victa Air 
Tourers. 

Eventually the girls hope 
to get their commercial fly-
ing licences. 

Film Contest 
Young film makers are 

reminded that their en-
tries in the SA Film and 
Television Council's sec-
tion of the International 
film contest, should be in 
the hands of the Judges 
on or before March 1, 

• f 
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Young pilots, Christine Henderson (named in plone) 
end Susan Williams study the map of the course for 

their big roma 

TWO attractive Adelaide teen-agers 
with their heads in the clouds are 

heading for high adventure in a few 
weeks' time. 

They are 18-year-olds Sue Williams 
and Christine Henderson, ,.who have 
entered for the Brisbane to Adelaide air 
race at the end of March. 

Melbourne will see 
them on March 29 when 
they make a scheduled 
overnight stop at Moor-
abbin. 

At eighteen, when 
most teen-agers are still 
pestering dad for the use 
of the family car, both 
'Christine and Sue are at 
home in the air with 
more than two years' fly-
ing behind them. 

They are certainly the 

youngest women en-
trants in the race and as 
a team they believe they 
are the youngest en-
trants, of either men or 
women. 

Both girls come from 
Adelaide. 

Tall, brunette Sue 
Williams is a full-time 
university student with 
her sights set on a 
science degree from 
the Adelaide Univer-

SUE WILLIAMS llettl and Christine Henderson 
cheek their aircraft before taking off for a practice 

cress- fry flight. 

,:a/A/ /O , lia/e-e 

e air 
sky and a commercial 
pilot's licence. 

In her science course, 
Sue is vitally interested 
In physics, and particu-
larly the application of 
this subject to aerody-
namics. 

Her partner in the big 
air race, Christine Hen-
derson, is even more ser-
ious about aviation. She 
works as a full-time sec-
retary with an air 
charter firm at Adelaide 
airport, but she wants to 
make aviation her full-
time career. 

Her target is not only 
a commercial pilot's lic-
ence. Christine has a 
burning ambition to be 
Australia's first licensed 
women helicopter pilot 

It's a goal 
Says Christine: "There 

are women airline pilots 
in Russia and some other 
parts of the world. Why 
can't women aspire to 
this in Australia? I 
know it may never -hap-
pen, but It is goal 
worth striving for. 

"That's one of the 
main reasons why Sue 
and I want to enter this 
race and win It." 

How do two 18-year-
old girls became ex-
perienced and entim- . 
shuttle flyers? 

With Christine, the 
answer is simple — she 
comes from a flying 
family. Her elder brother 
is a very experienced 
private pilot who -owns 
his own light aircraft. 
Her older sister. Kath-
ryn, has made several 
parachute jumps. 

Sue "got the bug" when 
she was only 15. On a 
holiday she watched 
crop-dusters flying on a 

South Australian coun-
try farm and straight 
away she felt the urge to 
get into the air. 

Her father promised 
her that if she won a 
scholarship to Adelaide 
University he would pay 
for her flying tuition, 
She went straight ahead 
and won the scholarship 
and, in a year, her pri-
vate pilot's ficenrie with 
the Royal Aero Club of 
South Australia. 

The girls will be fly-
ing a four - seater 
Cessna, single-engine 
monoplane in the .big 
race. They will fly 
carefully along the 
route from Adelaide to 
Brisbane In the week 
before the race starts 
on Saturday, March 28. 

Youngest 
co-pilots 

,,,,,,,,, 
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THESE TWO 18-y-O 
Adelaide girls wil take 
it in turns to pilot a 
Cessna in the £5000, 
1,475-mile Easter air 
race between Brisbane 

and Adelaide. 
They are Christine Hen-
derson, a secretary 
(left) and Susan Wil-
liams, a science student. 
They are the Youngest 
competitors. While one 
Is piloting the other will 

navigate. 

-6,r.• • 
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Women to 
iry Their luck 
AT least 17 women 

will make a game 
bid to beat the ele-
ments as well as the 
men in the Brisbane 
to Adelaide Air Race. 

Experts and race 
organisers feel sure 
that some of them 
will be among the 
prize-winners. 

All the women fliers be-
lOng to the 14-year-old 
Australian Women Pilots 
Association. 

Membership has grown 
from an initial 40 to an 
impressive 270 since 1950 

Well-known woman pilot 
Nancy-o (Bird) Walton 
founded the Association 
and united all women in 
Australia who fly or glide. 

Mrs. Walton, of St. Ives, 
will herself be an entrant 
in the air race, piloting a 
Victa 100 to what she 
hopes will be a fine win. 

Miss Winifred Wells, of 
Perth, and Mrs. Helen 
Blackburn, of Adelaide, 
both commercial pilots, will 
fig  together in 'a Cessna 

Sue Williams and Chris-
tine Henderson, both aged 
only 18, also come from 

Adelaide. They are com-
mercial-licence students. 

They will take turns In 
flying and navigating their 
single-engine Cessna. 

Sue was second last year 
in a "Pilot Of The Year" 
Contest. 

The largest number of 
women entrants conies 
from Victoria. 

Freda Thompson and 
Esther Mather can claim 
seniority among the wom-
en, as they both flew in 
the first air race of this 
type in 1938. 

Sue Folkes, Beverley 
Selde and Annette Murphy 
will fly a Beech Musketeer 
from the Civil Flying 
School, Moorabbin, 

Julie Hourigan, another 
Victorian entrant, will fly 
the first 3/lets Airtourer 
ever sold to an aero club, 
that of Latrobe Valley. 

From Swan Hill, in an-
other Victa, comes Thee 
Bryan and her co-pilot.
Nancy Tellerson, of Co-
huna, 

The only certain Queens-
land entry is Dorothy Her-
bert. from Charleville, 
her own Cessna 182. 

New South Wales will be 
represented by Mrs. Nancy 
Walton and Marie Rich-
ardson. flying a Camden 
Aero Club Cessna 172 with 
Barbara Selby-Brown. 
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Taste for milk shakes 

leads to flying 
A taste for milk shakes has started a N.S.W. grazier solo plane flight from the United States and led to his learning to fly. 

The wife, Mrs. Kay Haek. 
ney, is seen below in the 
cockpit of a plane at Acre-
Pelican yesterday. 

Her husband, Robert; is 
flying a new Piper 260 air-
craft from America. 

Mrs, Hackney said yester-
day that she and her husband 
were driving by the milk bar 

• 
on a 
wife 

at AeroPelican when her hut- used Bathurst as a base tc band decided he would like 
a milk shake. 

"He started to ask about 
the planes and all of a sud-
den decided he wanted to learn 
to fly," Mrs. Hackney said. 

Within a month, Mr. Hack-
ney, a Central Western graz-
ier, had received his ticket to 
fly. 

He ',might two plane. and 

learn more about flying. He 
later sold the planes and 
went to the United Slates to 
buy, a new one 

Mrs. Hackney thought she 
should learn to fly in case her 
husband needed her. She finds 
time to take lessons at Agra-
Pelican although she has three 
children, aged 3 and .1 years 
and 9 months 
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Who's who. 1 Woman 
flying instructor 

A FORMER high school French teacher, Miss 
Carmel Brown, has been appointed Royal New-
castle Acres Club's first woman flying instructor. 

There are believed to be pilot's licence and her in-
fewer than In female flying structor's rating. 
instructors in Australia. The club hopes to launch 

Miss, Brown, 21, has been a special learn.to.fly Cal11-

a leacher at Maitland Girls' reign this year. The cam-
High School for the past paign for women 

thisll i 
year. 

he The ' three years. 
She started her new job 

tlisearndltebtel byg
carnality w 
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unmr-.

on Monday, and is one of Hope, 
two instructors at the club. In the August-September: s r The other is the chief Fit- school holidays last year, ., ins Instructor . iMr. S. Hone). Miss Brown piloted one of 

MISS BROWN Miss Brown learnt to fly two planes tha t flew from
_ __with Manning River Aero Rutherford Aerodrome on 

(Club at Tarte, where she an adventurous 6000-mile 
gained her private pilot's journey around Australia. 
licence. She won a Goveni-
mcnt flying scholarship, and 
came to R.N.44, where 
she gained her commercial ! 
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SEWING TEACHER 
NOW PILOT 
A SEWING tea-

cher has put 

aside her needles, 

thimble and tape-
measure to become 

the captain of an 

aircraft in New 
Guinea. 

She is Miss Eileen Steen-
son (pictured), who was 
sewing mistress at the 
Methodist Ladies' College 
at Kew, Victoria. 

Territory Air Lines. 

based at Goroka, in the 
New Guinea highlands, has 
engaged her to fly over 
what is regarded as one of 
the most hazardous areas 
for pilots in the world. 

But between flying over 
mountain peaks up to 
12,000 feet high she spends 
her spare time knitting and 
making dresses. 

She is the only full-
time woman pilot in New 
Guinea, and she learned 
to fly and got the neces-
sary certificates on days 
off from the college, 
male pilots in New 

Guinea have accepted her 
as part of their aviation 
world. One said yesterday, 
"She has confidence and 
flies as well as most of us." 

At Goroka Miss Steenson 
said, "When I cot the offer 
from T.A.I. I just couldn't 
turn it down. Since I start-
ed flying here I Pave thor-
oughly enjoyed myself." 

NO WINGS! 
"EVERYONE asks me, 'When did it all start?' and I 

honestly don't know," said Mrs. Rosemary Arnold, 
Australia's first woman helicopter pilot. "But I remember 
that at the age of eight I used to make aeroplanes from balsa 
wood and hang them from the ceiling." 

This seemed a promising start in the story of an exciting 
flying career, except that it seemed to stop right there for 
another eight years. Rosemary was 16 before she had her 
first flight. 

"This was in a flying-boat from Grafton to Sydney, and I 
remernher P. 0. (now Sir curet...1 Taylor v.v. the cuututu. 
I just went up and asked If I could an in the cabin. I sat 
in his seat all the way." 

Once again her aviation story comes to a halt. Rosemary 
took up secretarial work when she left school and handling 
travel bookings from an office desk was the extent of her 
hand in flying. 

At 18, Rosemary married, and the next eight years or so 
were devoted to raising a family. 

"I had three children under three years, then I had 
another baby, making four under seven. During those years 
I took up the usual domestic interests. I studied millinery 
at the 'tech.' until I ran short of babysitters, learned the 
guitar, did some church work, helped the school, but none 
of this amounted to much. I felt I needed an interest. 

"Four years ago, with a couple of hundred pounds saved 
up, I thought, 'I'll go and make inquiries about flying.'" 

Today, at 31, this diminutive blonde has 260 hours total 
flying time behind her, including about 100 hours solo and 
40 hours in helicopters. 
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She kept her first flying lessons a secret from the family, 
because she wanted to prove that she could fly before she 
broke the news. She kept the secret until she flew solo. 

During the years she has been flying, helicopters have had 
a great fascination for her. 

think this rotary-wing type of aviation is only now 
coming into its own," she said. And the more people talked 
against her trying helicopters, the more she felt she wanted 
to try them. 

"I made inquiries and decided to take the advice of a 
tent pilot friend who said I should 'so and do four hours 

in a helicopter. At the end of this, he said, I would know 
if this was the sort of flying I was right for. 

"I'm not a gambling person, but at £25 an hour for 
helicopter lessons I decided to risk £100. I rang an instructor 
and made inquiries. 

"He asked me when I wanted to fly. I said right now. 
And he said OK. I gulped, and said, 'Give me time for a 
phone call home- to organise the children.' So he said he'd 
wait half an hour. I dashed home, changed, and was back 
before that. One hour in the air was enough to convince 
me that I was meant for it. 

"Helicopter flying is not as popular as fixed-wing flying, 
because it is more difficult, you have to handle a control 
with each hand. I used to wonder if I would ever be able 
to hover or do a spot turn. But I'm not a quitter and the 
difficulty was a challenge to me." 

Her 40 hours of helicopter training were 40 hours of 
fantastic work, and getting her helicopter pilot's licence was 
as much a thrill for her children as for herself. 

"Children are thrilled if mother is 'somebody,' an 
individual, not just part of the scenery," she said. "Not that 
I am knocking the housewife. Many women are brilliantly 
successful at housekeeping, but it wasn't a full life for me. 

"I don't look on children as a tie. If you want to get out 
and about you can. My children, Grant, 12, Lyndall, ten, 
Vicki, nine, and Angela, five (pictured), can do everything 
around the house. They've made their own beds since they 
were two years old. The three eldest make their own lunches 
and do it willingly. I used to get up only to find they had 
done it before me." All the children do their own share of 
sweeping and dusting in the big family home at Sylvania, 
a suburb of Sydney. 

"I have always taken the attitude that if they help me 
we can all get out together. And this is how it has always 
worked. When they were younger I had a fair amount of 
sickness—I think women get very rundown with small 
children—and it was at that time they learned to help. 

"As a family we like to do things on the spur of the 
moment—you know, on a hot night, go down to the water 
and perhaps have hot dogs on the beach. 

"One night I got the idea of going up to Camden to 
watch the parachute jumping. We piled in the car and off 
we went. It was really something. I will never forget the 
eerie, whirring sound in the complete stillness of the night 
as those bodies passed through the air. I don't want to take 
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Australia's first woman helicopter pilot 
tells reporter Pat Westcott how she 
achieved her greatest ambition. 

rI 

:Et 

it up myself, though. They come down with ton much of a 
thud for my liking." 
• But aerobatics—ahl That's another matter. 

"This is .iny true love," said Rosemary. "You are either 
a 'straight and level person,' keen on cross-country flying, 
or an acrobatic flier. I had been flying for three years before 
I did any stunts. and I thought, this is ridiculous, I haven't 
had the fun out of my flying that I should have." 

She now works hard at aerobatics and described it as 
"really something." 

"You become a far better pilot. The biggest thrill is 
streamer cutting. You throw a toilet roll out and as it 
unrolls you cut it in a certain time with the propeller or 
the wing. One week I used up 24 rolls. My best effort was 
two cuts in 22 seconds. Yellow paper is the hest to seer 

You might think Rosemary hasn't a minute to spare from , 
her housework and her flying. But she makes all her own . 4 
clothes and everything her three daughters wear. When I -
met her she was wearing a turquoise dress, with a deep 
inverted pleat in the centre front, which she had designed 
herself, 

"Tight skirts are out for wearing in the helicopter, which 
is also a lovely turquoise shade, but this style of dress is fine. 
I also had to evolve a hairstyle suitable for flying. For aero-
batics I wear a helmet so I had my hair cut short, but I 
have a wiglet to dress up with." 

Rosemary's next step is to get her commercial licences for 
both fixed-wing and helicopter. 

"And then," she said, "I want to make it to the States 
and enter the famous Powder Puff Derby for women pilots." 
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ISN'T it 'ORRIBLE 'ow fate 
deals out crushing blows, 

just when you think every-
thing's exactly the way you 
dreamed it would be! 

• I 'had this marvellous idea when 
look up learning to fly of getting into a 
superb little jet and whizzing off to 
Timbuctoo, all Modesty Blaise chiffon, 
or stooging around the clouds without 
• core in the world. 

Like all those rosy dreams it's all crumblin' 
down round the eaeoles. 

On Monday I had an-
other couple of fabulous 
hours flying. 

doing take-offs and 
landings and must have 
given my instructor a bit 
of a turn. 

He'd say, "Round out" 
as we came in to land and 
I'd puff out my cheeks! 

I found out on my last 
go that that expression 
means to pull back on the 
stick and fly level with the 
ground instead of straight 
at it! 

Still. I haven't felt that 
rosy glow of achievement 
since I beat Anne Hatha-
way la crack racing cyc-
list) in a sprint one Sun-
day morning 20 year's ago. 

Then came the nasty 
discovery. Bob Gilmore 
was the first to break it to 
me. 

"You'll have to lake a 
course in Av. Ed." he an-
nounced cheerfully. 

"Like Ave 'Ead will 
travel," I quipped back, 
quick as a flash. 

"Aviator Education" he 
said, with a touch of sad-
istic glee I felt. 
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"You'll need a computer, 
compass, slide rule, divider 
and protractor." 

He didn't add a clear 
head! 

Someone. else -pressed a 
very austere looking little 
booklet into my hand, 
marked Flight Radio Oper-
ator's Manual, which 
opened at random, looks as 
though It's written in 
Greek. 

I escaped to Art School 
at 13 mainly to dodge 
math's! Looks like my fate 
finally caught up with me. 

I won't give up, even If 
my Tally-hos and Air-
craft at Ten O'Clock 
Skipper, HAVE lost a bit 
'Of their first fine freedom! 

React 413 ' 
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WELL, I'm off overseas! And I've 
mark to prove it! 

What a business it all is—shots, 

SUNDAY MAIL, October 8,1966—

THE Army Chapel at Taurama Barracks, Port 
Moresby, was decorated with frangipani and 

gladioli for the wedding today of Annette Margaret 
Bre and Capt. Robert Napier Weidenbefes 
formerly of South Australia. 

Annette. the daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mn. 
Henry J. Bye. of Bard-
well Park. Sydney. wore 
a short empire line 
dress of palest sons 
with a matching lace 
coat and her bride*. 
maid. Jennifer Le Poer 
Trench was In a deeper 
shade of aqua 

and Mrs. Karl Welden-
haler. of College Park. 

A retention was held 
in the officers' mess of 
the 1st Pacific Island 
Regiment. 

Mrs. Weidenhofer 
and her son Jon flew to 
New Guinea for the 
wedding. 

Dr. S. M. Shep. .0 • - • 
was best man for 

Robert. the son of Mr. 

.1

ht 
wos-4,1` 

• 

I 

fj 

got me 

photos, passports. 

a 

THERE was only
 one snag to the 

film Telescope did on 
my first solo. The bits 
about it being my 
first were cut out, so 
it just looked as structory Marie Wooley 
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No prizes for guessing . . so I II tell you, 
it's me at 191 This is one of the old photos 
I unearthed while searching for my birth 

certificate. 

though I was a lousy 
flyer! 
I feel quite professional 

now, with three hours solo, 
steep turns, forced landings 
and glide approaches under 
my belt. 

Bob (a fellow student) 
and I have decided to 
form an Eagle Pack since 
an UGLY INCIDENT at 
the Royal Aero Club. 

Bob and Steve (my in-

!another student) and I 
ended up there last week 
for a quick beer . . . FIVE 
HOURS LATER we were 
still dining and dancing 
with about 30 other die-
hards from other schools. 

A bloke came over to out 
table at one stage (can't 
remember his name but he 
called himself the Red 
Baron) and told me to 
Beware over Wallacht. 

"They come out of the 
trio yer know!" he said. 

"YOU can't frighten me 
mate," 

I id."You are apeakin'  to one 
of the breed that special-
ised- in Dog Fights over 
Dover." 

Forthwith, not having a 
gauntlet handy, I. struck 
him on the left cheek with 
my serviette as an official 
challenge. 

He clicked his heels, we 
clinked our glasses and the 
chwallhenar a wnafghtamirien 

If  
n pt 

I'm
not careful r might even 
start saying Tallyho! 
again. 

* OLGA TARLING, darling of the radar-control that guides aircraft in and out of Brisbane. 

Austrahnisn POST, Mtg. 25, 1966.—

That's AUSTRALIA ALL OVER . continued 

Tarling of the 
BLIP world 

* PILOTS flying the jetlanes in and out of 
Brisbane these days con get on extra kick out of 
being air-traffic-controlled — for chances are 
they re in the hands of a lovely, golden-haired girl 
named Olga. 

Her surname Is Tarling, which has won Olga 

the title of Darling of the Blip World. She sits 

at Brisbane Airport's new radar screen, with 

Boeings, Dougtas DC-8a, Electra's and even 
RAAF bombers and fighters showing up on the 

screen as little "blips" of light. 
Olga is Australia's first woman to become an 

air-traffic controller with the Mil Aviation 
Department. A staff of seven helps her man 
the vital radar screen on which depend the 
lives of thousands of airline passengers every 
week. 
More than this, Olga's a real-life aviatrix. 

Back In '57, as a leggy lass not long out of 

school, Olga became one of the first Australian 

women to win her commercial pilot's wings. She 

flew fora long time with the old Southern Air-

lines before it wound up. 
Since entering aviation, she's successfully in-

vaded job fields that were strictly men-only. 

She's passed the toughest examinations the 

DCA can pose, for traffic-control work carrying 

life-and-death responsibility. 
There's one catch. — "I have to take my 

turn working day and night watches," Olga, 
brown-eyed and with a sonny personality, told 

POST. "I Jost don't have any social life." 

Which POST reckons is a darn shame! 



A 

'THE STRANGE craft on the left—three 
rubbish bins joined by a wooden platform 
—was built in England to demonstrate the 
versatility of en outboard engine. But the 
Russian woman pilot above prefers more 
conventional means of transport. Eugenie 
Martova is standing next to the E76 jet 
in which she set a world's air record for 
women by flying 1,250 miles in 2 hours 

14 minutes.' 
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I FLY WITH AN AIR BEAUTY 
By KEN McGREGOR 
\TEW ZEALAND'S 

flying beauty, Ronda 
Pearce, this week look 
me for a flight over 
Sydney In a four-sealer 
Cessna. 

Miss Pearce is Ak New 
Zealand's entrant in the 
Intentational Air Host-
ess Quest to be held at 
Surfers Paradise next 
week. 

More Jan 40 major 
world airlines have en-
tered their prettiest 
hostesses In the con-
test. 

Mks Pearce said, "1 
have been learning fly-
ing for about 18 
months. When I be-
came a hostess about 
two years ago I used to 
hear the pilots talking 
about flying. I got 

curious, and decided to 
try it myself. 

"I don't Intend to fly for 
a living, but I'd like to 
keep a licence and fly 
for a hobby." 

Miss Pearce, an attractive 
brunette, is 26 and 
comes from Opotiki, on 
the north-east coast of 
the North Island of 
New Zealand. 

• Picture shows Miss 
Pearce after the flight. 

51/O/v41 /7roer."7,orc) 4", 

LONDON LIKES P,;76 6. 
A cook who 
aims high 

MRs MARGUERITE PATTERN, 
well-known TV cook and cook-

ery writer, taking up a new hobby in 
her spare time. 

She has decided to 
take flying lessons, but 
not from her husband, a 
former R.A.F. pilot. He 
says: "I flew with enough 
goons during the war." 

The Sydney Morning Herald, Tues., Noy. 22, 1966 

Flying high 
LONDON.—An 86-year-old 

American-born countess 
has bought a helicopter 
to beat Britain's growing 
traffic problems. 

Marguerite, Countess of 
Suffolk, a multi-million 
airess, also loves speed 
and has five high-powered 
cars is her garage. 

THE SUN-HERALD, OCT, 23, 1966 
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Reception at country 
After the marriage of Miss Georgina Willsallen and 

Mr Stephen Ward at Christ Church, Jugiong, yesterday 
guests drove four miles out of Jugiong to a reception at 
the home of the bride's parents. 
The bride is the elder 

daughter of Mr and Mrs 
T. Peter Willsallen, of 
Widgeongully, Coolec; the 
bridegroom is the only son 
of the late Mr R. P. Ward. 
and of Mrs Ward, of (Blvd, 
Frampton. 

A luncheon reception for 
200 guests was held on the 

tennis court at Widgeon-
gully. 

The bride wore a simple 
appliqued organdie dress 
with tnimpet,sleeves and her 
full length veil was held in 
position by an organdie 
band. 

Her attendants were her 
sister, Miss Angela Will-
sallen, and the bridegroom's 
sister, Miss Helen Ward, 
Miss Annie Fletcher (Ken-
tucky Station, Kentucky) 
Miss Juliet Osborne (Red-
bank. Harden). 

The besiman and grooms-
men were Mr Joe Manning 
(Woodburn, Cootamundra), 
Mr Duncan Osborne (Doug-
las, Bungendore), Mr 
Richard Walker (Ledgworth, 
Yass) and Mr Max Brun-
ninhgausen, of Bellevue 
Hill. 

home 
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