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LONDON, s

willowy blonde m

Miss  Sheila Scott, ex-
model  turned champion
pilot, pians to make the

tempted in a single engine
aircraft.

She will follow Amy
Johnson's route to Australia
on the first leg of her
30,000-mile  flight around
the world,

It will take her over the
desert wastes of the Middle
East, the jungles of
Malaysia and Indonesia,
and the Atlantic, Indian,
and Pacific oceans,

Miss Scott, 38, will take
off next Friday — the 35th
anniversary of the day that
!t Amy Johnson's tiny plane
bumped down the runway
at Croydon Airport on her

longest solo flight ever at-'

aturday. — A eool
akes her bid next

week to follow Amy Johnson and
Amelia Earhart into aviation history.

[his(oric flight to Australia,
i Miss Scott said: “Every-

tbing 1 have in the world

has gone into this PR

fewellery, money, the lot,

“I intend to follow as far
123 possible Amy’s route to
Darwin, then across Aus-
tralia to Sydney,

15 records

I “But there will be more
| technical difficulties because
there are certain countries
I can't fly over and some
in which 1 can't land.”

She will fly a 220 m.p.h,
Piper Comanche—the same
aircraft she used last year
to break 15 world class
records,

Amy Johnson’s tiny Tiger
Moth * practically limped

FLIGHT

through the air at well
under half the speed of Miss
Scott’s Comanche,

It carried no blind-flying
Instruments, only an air-
speed indicator, turn and
bank indicator, an altimeter,
and a single compass,

But even after 35 years
of aviation progress, their
fears remain the same—a
sudden dust storm over the
desert, an isolated thunder-
storm near the equator, and
the constant threat of ditch-
ing over water where there
is little hope of rescue,

Miss Scott is g calm,
competent pilot with mors
than 2,000 flying hours. Yet

to give up precious space in
the cockpit for her battered
sailor dol.

“It went down with a
carrier  during the fast
war,”. she - said. “The
owner was the only man
rescued and he gave it fo
me a8 3 good luck charm,”
She even carries a small

tortoise shell when she's
racing “because a tortaise
always gets there in the
long run.”

The most dangerous part
of her round-the-world flight
will be the long run from
Honolulu to Los Angeles.

Thers is little hope of
rescue should she have to
ditch in the Pacific. Amelia
Earbart lost her life in the

she is superstitious enough

same attempt,
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THESE FOLK FLY.~

® DAG JOHNSON, a young opal dealer,
owner of a boarding kennels,
and John Swain a business man, are thres typical
new owner-operators of light aircraff,

Mr Johnson bought a twin-turbo Piper Com-
with South Australian opal

Mrs Alva Raper,

anche B to commute

fieids.

her Cessna 150 in her business,

Mrs Raper (her hushand

flies, too) will use

Sheila Scott . . . “all her money.,”

The Sydney Morning Herald, Monday, May 23, 1966

Mr Swain, who lives at Orange, recently
broke the Sydney-Perth non-stop light aircraft
record (his time 15 hours 5§ minutes) fiylng a
Cessna 210 which, he said, was “like a Sunday
car drive.”

Eileen Steenson, now Captain Steenson, of
Territory Alrlines (New Guinea), put away her
needles as sewing misfress at the Methodist
Ladies’ College, Kew (Vict), to become flying
instructress at a Melbourne fiying school,

She is flying ® Cessna based at Goroka, and
Is the Territory’s first full-time woman pilot,

When I saw her in the T.A.L. pilots’ room
at Goroka, recently, she said: “Pardon me for
knitting, but I don’t want to waste any time be-

fore 1 fly a load of cement o Chimbu.”

An ex-actress is now winging.
her way to Sydney from

Londan on a round-the-world
solo flight in a

miniature single-engine airliner.

WORLD FLIGH

g e

SHE hopes to be the ﬁrsl!ﬂying 2 Piper Comanche °
British pilot—man or|200B, a single-engined six-
jwoman—to fly sofo aroundiseater, with the interjor
'the globe, stripped of everything
| If she succeeds, she willlexcept the pilot's seat to
i|be the third woman in the|make room for extra fuel
iiworld to achieve the feat.ftanks,  navigation _ aids,
' Only two women, hothloxygen survival kit and
Americans, have to date/hundreds of maps.

R RISKY

The Sun, Thursday, May 19, 1966

SHE'S OFF
on WORLD
FLIGHT

A.A.P.-Reuier

LONDON, Thurs-

day.—Actress-
pilot Miss Sheila
Scott, 39, took off
from London yes-
terday in her single-
engined Piper Com-
anche plane in a bid
to fly solo round
the warld,

She aims to be the first
British rllol to circle fhe
globe aione and gyer the
lo'lllgm route — 30,000
miles — never attenpted
in a plape of itg sh.:.
Only two other Women
-—Americans Jerry Mock
and Joan Merriam Smith
—have made round-the.
world flights,

A third American,
Amelia Earhart, died n
the Pacific during  her
attempt,

Miss Scott arrived in
Rome last night, the firsi
leg of her journey, Her
pext stop s Athens,

The Sun, Tisesday, May 24, 1966

{ Her words

have wings

A FORMER actress, who is a solo p;lot and balloon-
ist is on her way to Australia by air to achieve a
feat—and to finish her autobiography.

Thirty-nine-year-old Sheila Scott (pictured) flying solo, aims to
be the first British pilot, and the third woman in the world
to circle the globe. i

Her plane, a Piper Commanche, is a sins]e-enginc six-seater
b_n the interior stripped down to take fuel, navigation aids, sur-
vival kit and maps.

To keep herself occupied during long hours in the air, she
plans to learn Spanish, listen to tape-recorded music - and dictate
the final chapters of her autobiography into a tape recorder.

Sheila learned to fly seven years 8g0 after reading an
article on flying in a women's magazine, and is now Britain's
leading woman racing pilot.

Sheila’s journey 1s expected to last about five weeks and will
take her to more than 22 countries,

Her route lies over Europe, the deserts of the Middie East,
Malaysian and Indonesian jungles, and oceans, where there is
little chance of rescue in the event of a ditching.

Sheila was the only foreigner to take the Federal Aviation
Agency’s high altitude tests for jet training in the United States.

For relaxation she has faken up ballooning and helped to
found the British Balloon and Airships Club,

She'll be making stops at Darwin, Mt. Isa, and will spend
three days in Sydney.

flown around the
| Jerrie

world.| To Darwin she is follow-
Mock did it in a|ing the route of the Jate

‘Cessna 180 in 1964 and was|Amy Johnson (later James

followed kv Joan Merriam|Mollison's

wife) who. in

|soon after in a turbo-charg-{1930. flew from Britain to

ed Piper Apache.

Auvstralia. "

i t i Her  roule ies  over
Mixs, Shoilx oty 39, Js Europe, the deserts of the
T T ——IMiddle East, the jungles of
© T |Malaysia and Indonesia and
the Indian, Pacific and At-
lantic oceans, where there
is little chance of rescus in
the event of a ditching.

Jet Tests

The flight is expected
to last between four and
ive weeks and take her over
22 countries, She expects to
average only six hours sleep
a day during the flight.

To keep herself occupied
during long hours in the
air she plans to listen to
iape-recorded music, and to
Jictate the final chapters of
her .autohjography into a
tape recorder.

Although Miss Scott s
Britain's: leading woman
racing pilot, she learned to
fly only seven years ago,.In
1959 she read an article on

Miss Sheila Scott

the subject in a women'siand helped to found the

magazine and spent $2.50 Bril’ijsh Balloon and Airship
ub.

on a lesson,
She liked it so much that

she sold her car and'other|be not just an altempt at a
possessions to buy her first|record but a goodwill mis- )
i sion.- Wherever possible she

Since then she has won|will be touching down in
40 cups and trophies. manyjthe Commonwealth and
international hopes to meet other women
awards. She was the only|pilots. °

aircraft.

of them

foreigner to take the U.S.
Federal

training.

l

Aviation Agency'siher own words, “Idealism,
high altitude tests for jetithe hope of encouraging
ini other people to fly, Besides,
She has also taken uplit's one of the fow really
bdllooning “for relaxation”|great flights left to do.”

She intends her flight to

Why is she doing it? In

Ac;r;ss-pilot
emergency

PENANG (Malaya), Sat.
—Miss Shiella Scott, Eng-
lish ex-actress making a
solo flight around the
world, made an emergency
stop at the Royal Austra-
lian Air Force Base at
Butterworth today.

She resumed her journey
after about two hours,

Miss  Scott’s single-en-
gine plane ran into bad |,
weather over the Indian )
Ocean after leaving Ran-
goon. S AT

|SIXTH LAP

KARACHIL—British pilot
Miss Sheila Scott left here
for Delni yesterday on the
sixth lap of her solo round-
the-world flight after repairs
to her plane’s electrical sys-
tem. .

Pakistani technicians re-

[paired a fault that threatencd

to ground her when she
landed at Karachi on Sun-
day night after a 1,100-mile
flight from Bahrein.

[The Sydney Morning Herald, Tuesday, May 24, 1966

The Sun, Friday, May 27,

DELAY FOR
GIRL PILOT

LONDON, Friday.~—
British actress-pilof Miss
Sheila Scoft, flying around
the world in a single-
engined alrcraft, yester-
day changed her route
plans because of bad
weather in Rangoon,

She has been plagued by
radio trouble since she left
London and was delayed jn
Rangoon for more repairs.

Because of a forecast that
the route to Bangkok was
threatened by bad weather,
she altered her flight plans
and took off for Kuala

Lumpur.—A.A.P.

1966

|The Sydney Morning Herald, Wed., May 25, 1966
!

Woman solo

flier at Delhi

VELHI, Tuesday.—British
pilot, Miss Sheila Scott,l
landed here today after the
sixth lap of her solo world-
girdling flight in a single-|
engined plane. i

She had stopped overnight),
at Jaipur, north-west India,||
on the flight from Karachi. ;

THE SUN-HERALD, MAY 29, 1966

SINGAPORE, Satur-
day (A.A.P.-Reuter), —

Scott arrived in Singa-
pore today and said her
round-the-world  flight
was being dogged by
mechanical trouble.

The 39-year-old British
actress who left London on

UNLUCKY FLIER

Lone woman flier Sheila{og

trip. The plane has broken
down and had to be repaired
at every station I have land-

R.AF. mechanics cluster-
ed round her storm-battered
Piper Comanche after it
touched down from Butter-
worth R.AAF. base near
Penang.

Miss Scott made an emer-
gency stop there when her

ago, said: “I have had |equipment after
trouble on every leg of the Rangoon earlier today.

her 31,800-mile trip 10 days single-engine plane lost some
leaving
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Farmer fliers win $6000Q Finished ; i
l‘ i ‘ | tall up Rosulin: Merritield (eft) vith s Ahren:\ﬂ}:o.nd American pilot E:: Faux ‘o

[ ]
alr race he end of o Pacific ferrying flight.
ONE thousand miles m

of flying over the ROM the warmth and gaiety of a
TWO 20.year-old New South Wales far- Z:g“g:gi’;lﬁogﬁgg‘;sﬂg o ballroom studio to a long, lonely
mer-flyers who had to got their much for this Mooney v:gn!. 'pnlotmg a small planc across t‘hc
parents to sign a declaration allowing Mk 21 haiflcrafltl- ”:'l Pacilic. 'That's the step attractive
' ] ih
them to compete, won the main prize of Esogiqufr%%a;fﬂcﬁg%o Rosalind Merritield 100“_ l'hl‘ct‘ years
the $6000 Mobil-Moomba air race at the  rest at Moorabbin air- ago when she stopped giving dancing
week end. port yesterday after Jessons and took to the air to become
competing in the two- a woman pilot.

The pllot, Lyle ning, of Blackburn, day Mobil-Moomba air

Vic.; ¥
Anderson, of Gilgandra, Vi gator Mr, Tom Milton. race. Woman-like, Captain Merrifield says
, &I

VieJ, : T s : :
hes held his licenc for ilot prize.—~Beech- The Mooney, an American lismally “1 haven't been dancing in such @
onlyha 382:.5 icence gikgtdyof lci“ﬁ%é'l; Be\?%{lcy ﬁ‘éﬁg&éﬁy"w“ the ouly long tigle."
: nham, Vic.:

Ninety-elght alrcrait from Slede. (of CN%ra.  Annetic Mr. James Begg, of Brigh- B

N mgand, New  South prurphy, of NSW) ton, who plloted the plane, alind te TOP

ales, Victoria and South ramercigl pilot section aid the wheel collapsed BS ested in flying when visit:
Australis. competed in the __gorg; ($10 lus MOOMBA (o rns limbing frum the ing a friend who was
mg)-mng t,wl?& Ry race. - Trophy). = vw{‘,, 100 (flown cockplt. studying for his pilot's WOM N
i M“w_ Y, Eﬂey rtegt’J %Mr, Dick Maclean, 0 licence, Five months later A
rom Moorabbin u{F“\ i endon, Vic.; “navigated she had her private

¢ by Mr, John Fincher, of
wms‘““m- Lilydale Y., Second ($500): Vieta
::l%sy &:o mMugeorv?E:}.rrI;rg\féﬁ 1% (f{?wr; byWhLu. I'I‘:eggr
Melton, Nhill (landing), s t:rc?' % !\3:‘,1?} B"Demr‘x

licence, angd by the end of PlLOT
1962 she had sat for Iwo

theory exams for her com-

mercial tickel. same rip (wice.

naviga by ] X
Warrnambool, b’I‘yabb, and Ryan. of Whyalla), Third Lagt vear che wag em. Recently Rosalind was
back to Moorabbin. ($200 " plug_two life jackets) : ployed by Avis Rent-A- named Woman Pilot of Rosalind at her=
The race had two handi- Cessna 179F (flown by Mr. Plane, and in_March she the Year, The award, oftice desk
cs'e sections—one for pilots Dick Coombs, of NSW navi- became the first Austra-  known as (he Nancy Bird =
?rl hpﬂvnge llic1e§}ces§cm]i cﬁc gated %V_Mr. R, A. Brown, lian woman lo fly the  Trophy, was announced it NHnn=
e?-;.cox{?c‘r:‘f;tawe::r;ess than ostfeu?l' prize for _ best Pacific solo. Her job was e annual meeting of the  Melbourne {1 the event.
11 years old and weighed c,,!:m alreraft — Cessna 1o ferry & new win-cngine  Australian Women Pilots Rosalind  wits  probably
under 12,500 Ib. 172F (flown_ by Mr. Dick Piper Azlec from | the  Federation. the only member unable
Lyle Anderson and Rees Coombs, of NSW; navigated States o Sydnmey.  Since _More than 300 Austra- o atlend — she s in the
Gilmour, flying a Cessna py Mr. R. A, Brown, of then she has done the lian women pilols met in  British  Solowmons  tlying
172B, won the f)rivnr,e licence NBW), b a3 S physicists  on @ United
section narrowly from Brigh- Special prize for the best Nations geophysical sur-
e Mot Mr. J. L. Waite, Plper airoraft. — Biper Tr- vey '
ﬂymg & Cessna 172 g“er (flown by Mr. Kevin (‘;||n:wm Perer  Ahrens
In the handicap section EISS_EUZ, of ~Goomalibee, who  acconipinicdd her
e for commercial licence hold- Vic.: navigated by Mr. W e el !
i & : 3 % across the  Pacilic in o a
ers, ﬂrst.nplilw !wlsn{.dtc! Fs- Sherwill, of Vie). second plane during  her
R.h LYLE A"DERSON, of Gﬂgranda, New ?ﬁ:go;l‘evl} :Vllcjt.: lUO.Bc ean, solo flight, said that when
“South Wales, at Moorabbin airport last Tl;f‘sve i w?l'ﬂeixl com Etﬁg‘ ::; l:'lcphu[ngl het :‘nﬁr
at with the trophy he recetved for piloting the e prize for the most suc- e news of the award she
ful aviatrix was wo b v I sedand -
ning plane in the grivute licence holder's i  Beverley R N o was | Ssurpeised ex
i ?:h‘t;‘lt.esé gi:lglﬁ‘v:’!:’n u‘cordg::' R
atween two TRNS Lt 3 3
racing, Bib Stillwell and OSALIND holds
Bill Patterson. I.I.II'ESPDI'IS ble job so;’ her
' e Ans years — ®par rom
Btﬂlewe&emmvnmtsrm%:mc piloting she is maw assis=
geechworthbloifgoé\, took line :i.ln' to (he Avis Austra-
onors on BYS. n manager, and is get-
Patterson, flying & single {ing used to swapping the
engine OComanche, was cockpit for nn oflice desk
Ewﬂdlg" the:line. In fact, she enjoys htl:
?rh‘*li.te‘ liot section. — work 50 much that she
First (§ plus $1000 Mobll flies in her spare time —
trophy) : Cessni 172B “When | get some,” she
Letlaur:ddnnd ﬂogvtn (l’ﬁl gla‘l; said.
e Anderson, - :
Gy, NSW; navigated by Mr. W :?;:‘h“”’l'“,ﬁ bk
R, Gilmour, of Gilgandra, and overlooking
NEW). cond  (61000): Maroubra beach and 18
Cenm'ﬂl (Aown by Mr. busy with plans and de-
J. L, Walte, Bri hton, Vic.: signs for the (wo-storey
navigated Dy r. _Brian honse she intends building
Ele ).;!,s‘hlt({ﬂ(:gl}?):l?eeﬁﬂ- there.
tt 3 With complete feminine
g‘;n‘r}kN%\aL:ln. Agﬁ'guo‘_{dcogy logic her mind s able 1o
Mr. R. " Davey. Vvic.). run along lines of carpets
Fotrth (§200); Cessna 172D ,

ing and wall-papur al the
same time as she lalks of
instrument ratngs and the

es!
(flown by Mr. Clive Can-

loneliness of o cockpil,
Tn spite of !l her activi-

ties Rosalind  hay  her

sights sct ever nigher
“I'd tove o 0y e

che  sand Wit I
thepe's no opporlitnity, al-

though  there r two
women jet fhar one
in America and o one in
France."

You could e she was

hoping theredl suon be &

thind
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WOMEN pilots are on the
increase In Austratia,
And Miss Beverley Slede,
the attractive blonde “treasur-
er of the Women Pliots*
Association, which now has
more than 200 fully-qualified
members, reveals an interest-
ing fact.
"Fl()lfégg planes used to be
regar as a wealthy wo- JOVE: BEVERLEY SIEDE WIT,
man’s hobby, but now it's R Mgg«:HY
the young working girls whq ¥ e
are taking it up,” ghe sald.
“Wages today are sg good
they can afford to pay the
$13 it costs for an hour’s fly-
ing every fow weeks, And
there are now attractive em.
ployment opportunities open-
ing up in Australia for wo-
men as elther charter pllots
or instructors,”

Beverley, who earns her
own living ag g freelance
commercial artist, was one of
ning women who competed
against 100 men pilots in this
month’s big $7000 two-day
Moomba air race in Victoria,

With her in our picture Is

her co-pllot in the race, Mrs, The Sun. Monday, March 14, 1966 Page 11& -
Annette Murphy.

L1

Stede, from Chel-
tenham, checks the
under-carriage of the
Beechceraft atreraft
which she will pilot in

FARMER, 20, AIR RA
air race,
Moorabbin alrport looked ’ ’

tke & wartime dispersal

A VIATOR Beverley TMAHN

THE NOSEWHEEL
R for this light plane
collapsed

after
THE winner of the (20, farmer, of Gilgandra,|pilot was Mr Rees Gil. The fourth prize — gagg | POt Jim Begg, 25, of
dreem rh{‘f\emght‘}go e private pilot sec- |NSW. He won $2000 and @ Songrof Happy Valley, Git-| "\ 0 o0 by Mr Clive egd"%‘m:- :'tﬂ?“ hensliilg
race. tion of the Moomba [$1000 trophy. He flew a He & Canning, of Blackburn, | pin Airport  yester.

Most avallable space o . Qessna 1128 in the two-| The second priee — $1000) ) e a Cessna 172D a a ent-
th oinn-vx?; B'w-?. anptccncﬂrg g 2o which |day Hoo-foile ruce Srabbin | Watte” u‘f’"'\}lctt’;rnr'a’]afé s et ing from t‘:r;.c::’c!a‘ﬂl
B AE TR g kg ended yesterday, has ;’111%3}{“ from = Moorsbbin bl ) The women pilots' prize .
part.  Their erews were .

: was won by Miss Beverley He had taxled his
cleanin and lishing had °"'y 86 hours i M

r Anderson is a mem-| The thirg orize — $500 —| o0y 1 plane to the marshai-
f  Gligandra Aero|wa b! ede, Victorla, and part-
phesm whils offictals scruti- the air, &, © P Austiny “gne” oTtC&?W“ﬂ’f ner Mrs Annette Murphy, oftne ﬁ,o‘},ﬁb;“;,,“&’gé‘
ms&a n;‘ e nm n?éercm | Hels Mr Lyle Anderson,! ~Hig navigator and co-|NSW. NSW. n
i il 1
Xeather. with fresh winds,

i
as been forecast for to- ;

day. It could make the
race a stiff test in naviga-
tlon for alrcrews, who

will be flying at between - AVIATION NEWS, February 15, 1966
isggh and goo(f feet,

e first aircraft are B e
- scheduled to be flagged off

° ° d T V-OH‘
e ric o They’ll fly to win this | Entries top century in

" his own aireraft, TPHIS s — . ) N
Ten entrigs have drop- l HIS s the silver Pega-  prize, worth $1000 donat Scul

y ptured from sterling RAS q f

out during the past susy and siiver salver  ed by Mobil for the ‘wln: |silver, it has been acclajm. cen enary race

ng weeks, but all five ;:g;‘;,:ﬁ“:’h“ el:;lr‘:t“cluml?:f jed as one ofdihc best works

wom in in. € 16f this _fu 5 tist. 3 :
Tod‘:y?nmm:lrr:g?tnwal Mobil-Moambu Air Race. |°. this world-famous artis MOORABBIN. Entries received for the Ro

I is valond 2t S50, Lo yal Aeronautical Society Cen-
5 g H s
n{ to Swan Hill over which will be held in Vic. sterling silver salver also . lenary Air Race in March should result in a fleld of 109 light |
L yliydda.ovt.::d mln gn;ertlutrmp tortn next March 12 and |yaiued ot $500. aircraft facing the starter. |
n - N ¢ 5 i I 9 o
and iilgdlle. The first are 'fn addition ihs winner| The Organising Com- | Mf‘:xe ll;i'l‘li‘e wlll'ulm;tt from |t five Mognley aireraft, of; 1955, "ih?‘ has come in
expected back at 3 p.m. will, retgive SO0 from| miftee of (he Maobil- vorg 2n arpn’ on {various models. for criticism. i
ircraft taking {mrt are Mobil : | Moomba Afr Race Is March 12, and will be fn the US Mooney has| Owners of a number of
valued at more than $2 ‘3\}_*' : b © . “highly delighted”  with conducted over A {wo-day |earned a fine reputation | Austers, and the like, feel
million, and the $6000 csvaner of the Commer- the folal of 109 entricy period for prize money |with placings in most of the|they have been slighted by
rize money, plus the $1000 cial Pilot Handicap Section ot o sniriex. {olnlling more than $6000, major production light air-|the exclusion of their air-
Mobil PEKMU? thlmll’hr{' will receive  $1000 from| The Committee comprises Race officials leased |eraft races during the past|craft Members  of  the!
makes it one o : he[gcn-' Mobil, together with the representatives of the Royal jith ; are please three years Vintage Airceaft Club also|
Risthaliaf ™ Yot held 1 Moaomba Trophy donated | Aeronautical Society, Royal ‘f\'f“hl & S""."gds“pp"" the YOArS: ane! 3‘5; cinted, that their
e ; i) by the Moomba Committee. | Viclorian Acro Club, the| MO8 has received from clubs| ULES CRITICISED|are_disapp bi t
Raymond Ewers, one of Department of Civil Avia- and private owners. Ep. | , aircraft are unable to enter.
Australia’s  best  known | tion and Mobil 0il Aus- Nss, from Queensland,| In Deident e Strong sup-| It should be remembered
“_“‘lmm: ™ i .rcspoxlﬂihlcilralia Lid. NSW,  Victoria, SA, and|port, evident from the 100- \that a pre-1955 Auster won

’fur the Mobil-Moomba (ro. |
i

Fasmania were included jn|[plus entries, the Race Com-{the 1964 Anselt race, while |
phy.

| @ 109 entrics, page 11, | the final tist when entries midtec have been strongly |the number of vintage air-|

< ol Gl closed on Tanuary 21, criticised by scveral groups |craft which took part added

- B S cmaaee " thusiasts concernin tremendously (o the public
The may of en e y p

Vic(':)‘ri?r? l:gfar ‘)C[[\lxge :[&:yzl certain rules of entry, interest, and to the overall |

MacPhers 2|, Several pilots, who have|color of the event.
TION el e "r“l’my lodged entries, told AVIA-|
all models of popular light :'ON Nf';fls ‘t:“my“wc;c "":
aircraft  were  represented |N2PPY al " ef ant ang
among the entries.  return™ aspects of the race
“In addition to the usual m,“rl;s’ acé Wil be R i
Piper, Victa, Cessna, Beech ed".‘l“? Wl oe flown in
groups, therc are several{!W0 daily sections, each
newcomers.” he said. tarting and ending at Moor.
abbin.

AMPHIB'AN i The first dny the aircraft

|will fty from Moorabbin to

AVIATION NEWS un.|Lilydale, then to Swan Hill

derstands that one of these|and Wangaratta, before re-
entries is a Lake single-en- |turning to Moorabbin viai
gine amphibian, This four- Lilydale,
seat American pusher design| On the second day lhe'
recently arrived in Victoria |route will be : Moorabbin-
following a delivery flight | Melton-Nhill - Warrnam. |
from the US by its owner, | bool - Tyabb - Moorabbin,
Mr Bill Riley, of Colac. Several pilots said they
Another likely  “dark |would have preferred a route
horse” for the handicappers |which circled Victoria and
will be a Piper Comanche|where the competing air|
400, entered by Pipeair, and |craft overnighted at a coun- |
probably to be flown by try town. i
Roy Goon and Bill Patfer- These pilots suggested |
son. This powerful light-|that the second day, race|
plane has been dubbed by |aircraft could depart Mil-
overseds  writers “a_ four- |dura for Nhill, Horsham,
place fighter”, and its ap- {Warrnambool, Ballarat, Mel-
pearance in the race field|ton, and thence to Moorab-
should cause considerable bin.
interest, The most contentious
It is understood also that

rule of entry, that ban.
the field may inciude up! ning aircraft built before
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INGTO COMMERCIAL FLYING . . .
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MRS CORINNE DRUCE

s taken a

on flying

& “CAN'T BEAR TO THINK

&£ OF FAILING”

- Now Mrs Druce hopes

10 combine flying and

F photography, going  to

§ country rodeos or where

B9 there is action to do free-
lance picture scries.

e She came to Sydney (he
long way round, going to
Hobart to join Mr Frnest
Hales' Tahuna after the
Hobart Yacht Race so she

--.- BEFORE taking off, Mrs M, V. Mather
pauses at the tail of a plane to plot
her course..

could do a series on a
vacht at sea, and flew back
as a passenger in a Cessna
going to Melbourne,

Flying also brought Mry
Druce a very unusual holi-
duy last year.

She and another pilot
and an instruclor flew 1o
the Guif of Carpentaria
where they stopped for
shark fishing and croco-

(1]
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dile hunting and then went
on to Thursday [sland.

“We returned down the
Barrier Reef, stopping at
Lindeman Island, and as
well as being a very in-
teresting (wo wecks, it was
comparatively  cheap  as
well,

“"We had (o get special
permission from the De-
partment of Civil Avintion

Puff” after

NEATNESS after landing is most jm-
portant. Here Mrs Moira, Efapbmzon

ightens the propeller o owder
ot Ia:ding at Moorabbin
Airport.

e
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because most pilots et
their  crosscountry en-
dorsement by flying round
in circles.”

Now straight fiying has
hecome a commercial pro-
position, Mrs Druce has
turned 1o aerobalics as a
sport.

She will continue with
this  aspect  while she
studies and at the same
time get her hours up. §he
is already near the mini-,
mum - requirement of 140
flying hours, but the more
the better.

In every sporl she hgs
taken up, Mrs Druce hay
heen joined by her three
sons, Richard, who_xs stil
at home, and Neil and

Rodney, who attend Gee-
long Grammar School,

Water ski

1
1
‘They sail and water ski, 1
the two older boys will be
lcarning ski-ing this year
through their school; all
three ride and, as weli as
hunting, they (ake riding
lessxons every Saturday.

Their mother's fiying has

meant such trips as a
weekend to  a  school
friend’s home in Moula.

mein, nearly 300 . miles

from Melbourne.

I xeunds  cocny, bt
1 would like my tiying lo
be # kind of gcograJ)hy
lesson for them, and 1
plan to see a lot of Aus-
tralia by air,

“When I get my com-
mercial licence | think 1
shall get a job as an in-
structor, perhaps working
in the outback teaching
graziers and their families
to Ay, and then maybe join
a country airline.

“1 believe the future of
Australia is in flying."

Footnote.—Fashion has
not been completely for-
golten by Mrs Druce—she
has adopted summer and
winter uniforms in  bri-
nylon; stretch jeans and
gay blouse for summer and
tight slacks and pullover
in brilliant colours and &
matching forage cap, so
cye-calching the aero club
wanted it  made thei
official uniform.

The Sun, Wed., Sepr. 2!
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NOTES

BY ANNE
CARTER

Unfortunatel
unable
this month as sh
iously ill
hear she
Terrigal,

y Rosemary ig
to write the notes for
e has been ser-
in hospital, Glad o
is convalescing ar

L -

Lyn Butler had her appendix
removed by Dr, Brown, who
kindly lent her his VHF set,

- .

.

Shirle Harris, Alix New.

bigen an! the Bakers are kept

occupied by listening to the

“woops” radio procedures on

their spy sets,
-

. .

A party of women pilots wel.-
comed home Rosalind Merrified
after her third solo Trans Vac.
ific crossing and Betry Fkaux, a
Ninety Niner from U.,S.A, who
ferried another Piper Azice,
Among the welcoming group ac
Mascot was Mrs, Day, who was
the first woman to fly from
London to Dublin in a Gipsy
Moth,

* » .
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NOTES by
Rosemary
Arnold

We're just back from the
“woops” AGM in Melbourne and
are recovering from the best

“fly-in" yet. The week-end's
activities were attended by 74
members, 26 of these from
N.S.W. The Federal Committee
was re-elected unopposed, so
Esther Mather, Ross Goudie and
Bev Siede continue as President,
Secrcmrcr and Newsletter Lidit-
ress, and Treasurer respecrive-
ly, all Victoriane - and Peg Kel-
man of Qld, remains our Vice-
President,

The Nancy Bird Award was
won by Rosa{ind Merrifield, the
AW.P.A, Reliability Trial was
won by Evelyn Koren of Victoria,
and “yours truly” brought home
2nd prize, my co-pilot being
Layne Glansville - Williams,
Evelyn and I both flew C 1726
and this was most heartening to
our good friend, Arthur Shutt of
MRB,

The Victorian girls’ hospit-
ality and organisation were tre-
mendous, and the co-operation
and enthusiasm of both D,C,A,
and Royal Victorian officials
proved to us they were “magnif-
icent men”,

The Dinner and Reception on
the Saturday evening was attend-
ed by Their Excellencies Lord
and Lady Casey, the Director
General of Civir Aviation Mr,

g e S oow =
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BERYL EDMONDS

Congratulations (0
lidmonds for
stricted Licen

Beryl
gaining her Re-
ce and ro Dianne
Warson for passing four Com-
mercial subjects, Weather has

prevented [idna Grose from
completing  her Unrestricted
Licence, Hope congratulations

are in order by the ne

Xt news.
leteer,

. 0 +

Saw Helene Macke during
her 3 day stay in Syxi’ncy. She
has recently completed a further
training course with TAA for
hostessing on Boeings, Also conw
grats, for having 2 Commercial
subjects to her ¢ redit A
. . ’
Versatile Margare: Kenely
substituced for Andrea vecencly
on 2GB, She gave an hour long
interview aio ut

Australian
Woman in Aviarion,

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL!
~Sw

D.G, Anderson, and many others
including our President Me,
Peter Lloyd, It was a grand

affair enjoyed byall, and a proud
moment when Lord \T::scy pre-

sented the Trophies,
During the
Murphy,

month Annette

Nancy Walcon, Meg

Skelton, Margaret Kentley,

Layns Clanvi“e-Winiame and 1
d

ateen n Reecepeion for Tady
Casey at the invitation of the
Australian American Associa.
tion, and Lady Casey discussed
with us arrangements for May 6
“fly-in” to Canberra at the invit-
ation of Their Excellencies, We
are most excited)

Did you know that attractive
little brunette doing her flight
training at the Club packs a
pistol?  Carole Malaher is off to
Adelaide in April to represent
N.S.W, at the Aust, Pistol Shoot}
Best of luck, Carole,

Welcome home o Beverley
Shaw, who returned from over-
seas this month, We're glad to
have Kou back, Bev,

1 have a new Nav, aid that's
wonderful in turbulent conditions
or sudden diversions in flight on
X/countries, and it’s right at my
finger tips, 1 call it “Rule of
Thumb” -~ my finger nails | keep
to measure ten n, miles in length
and five nm, across tip of thumb
nail (WAC charts), from tip of
thumb rto first joint is 20 n,m,
Span between first and second
fingers measures 45 degrees,
which covers most track errors|
1 have a conversion scale for
VEC charts,

Dash it all — I've just broken
off 2,1/2n,m, on this typewriter|

. L] .

-



Week-end Magazine

EVERYONE’S
SPROUTING
WINGS

orabbin is our busjest airport

They come in their
thousands to Moor.
abbin Afrport, every
week-end — gome to
fly, some to work,
most to sit and
watch,

The 760-acre afr, rt_on
Centre Dn.ndenon%o i
has for years been a faya
orite Malbourne spot for
8 plenie or a drive and

88 now become Austrg.
lia's b!ﬁge‘sc flying train-
ing centre and the busjest
alrport in Australia,

It was happy day at
Moorabbin three months
a_g&n vé'h%n m.norxnlal :ldrpgrt

res showed for
the first time that it has
1

Resed old  rival,

k
ﬂax; stown, to take the

were 245780
offs and landings at
Moorahbin last year com-
EiS e " ihaaanietomns
and Melbourne’s 48,005
Pilots undergoing train-
ing accounted for most of
the movements at Moor
abbin,
the base for th

It is e
Victorlan  Aero
the non-profit civi-
anisation,
Mr Bill Campbell-Hicks
a toug .B.~educat,
ga!nadlo‘.n. tlrl‘:at:;em chlef
ng instruc
cﬁlqu'or 16 months,

He heads 14 full-time
instructors, checks the
Pr of 371 tralnees
an eeps  an ‘{' on
everything to do with club
fiying,

“We have 23 afrcraft
with us now,” he sald,
“from the old Tiger Moth
to the new Skylanes and
Debonairs.”

“You have to watch
everything with a fleet
like ‘this — they're worth
about £120,000 you know,

“Next year we will be
buying our first twin-
engined aircraft for the
new ndvnncefx ﬂ{ing col-
lege. That will set us back
about £30,000,"

The frainees now with
the club wil pass out as
private or commercial
pilots or pilots with in-
structor ratings,

It costs about £350 and
many hours of fiying and

Tk on the ground to
ecome & private pilot,

A pilet In

six weeks

The RVAC full-time
¢ourse can producs pilots
in little more than six
weeks

A pllot must then fiy a
further 20 hours, which
include navigation and
Cross-country experience,
fo gain _an unrestric
licence. Until then, he can
fly only within the con-
fines of the alrport's
training area.

8 15 bounded by
8t.  Kilda,

Mornin, s
Koo-wee-rup, Pakenham
and Lilydale.

The, club’s trainees ine
clude ' about s dozen
women from 18 years ugé
wards and men’ from
years down, in almost

Mo

——
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Lipstick for the pilot: Corinne Druce has had her licence

e, T

r just a week .
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STEPPING into a
twin-engine Cestna
310 is Mrs Ruth
Hodges, of Brigh-
ton, who has been

flying for mearly

12 ‘months, She

and her husband,

who is  studying

; A igation,

MRS SHIRLEY HARTNETT, who hopes horsr 1o aned
to Fly solo before Christmas shows their holidays tly-
the controls of a plane to her baby ing in a pline

imilar to this one.
son, Robert John. MY

T T T

T T

by Graeme

Kennedy ' -

growing number of older
members.

“I love fiying and I take
& Oessna 1

whenever I
can for & bit of pleasure
flying,” he says. L

“I paid 5/ for a oyride
In a plane nearly 4 years
8g0, and made up my
mind then to learn to fy.

JI started lessons in
1031, but they got inter-
rupted, and I only found
time g0 ahead with
them & couple of years
a4go,” he said.

At the othe

age scale is

John Vagg, who has heen
he airport since

he was 10, and has been

gettlng rides in club

planes ever since,

He can't hold a ?llot'n
Hcence unti) he g 17, but
is undergoing the round,
or theory, course fn pre-
paration for fiying train.

g.

John sells newspapers
dm’tng1 the week to save
enough money to pay for
the course,

Aerobatic

woman

cltvubllc relations of-
ficer Miss Corinne Druce
has had her licence only
& week but already has
made plans for her flying
future,

Miss Druce is the onl
woman entered in nex
week's = club  aerobatio
competitions,

“I want to speclalise in
aerobatics and I want to
fly around the world one
daﬁ" she says,

188 Druce sx1s on snow
and water, is a keen
gachhswoman. & good

Orsewoman and owng
her own speedbost,

Television singer Tonl
Lamond and solicitor Mr
D Moroney are club
filers.  Radio announcer
Blll Acfleld receiveqd his
licence recently, HSVT
newsreader Brian Naylor
is a P!lof. of four years’
standing.

Brian recelved his lic-

r end of the
13-year-old

ence at the Civil ing
g;:ohml. which has ahout

tratnees at the mo-
ment.

Motor racing driver Bih
Qillee
nee af |

& a

a!ne 3 “e-

e school and
became sq interested in
Niying he bought a twin-
ahlr;‘e% Bel ) gmro&
Which he regularly fiies
interstate motor racing
meetings,

Receptionist at the Civil:
mgnh:g Bchool is 18-year-
ol iss Peta Davie, who
has held a private licence
for several months and is
now training for a com-
mercial rating,
tather, " §h-yons.oigh her

ather, -year-o
Darcy Davie, who first
held a licence in 1939,

One of the bekt.known
names at Moorabbin {s
that of Mr Arthur Schutt,
Wwho runs the Schutt Fly-
ing Academy.
ﬂy"“tou'ltlh fmdd ever,

n es8  days,
buu:geu to barris
doctors
sald,

ons
rom
rs and
to dairymen,” he

We've got them an
here, either learning to

‘o

fly, using their own afr-
c;ait or chartering -from

“8ome of our best cus«
tomers are owners, train.
ers and jockeys flying oyt
to country race mestings,”
he said,

One of Mr

Schutt’s 200
pupils is b,

andleader Lee
Gallagher and ancther is
Melbourne's Cultural
Centre architect, Mr Roy
Grounds,

"It was the safety and
convenience of flying that
appealed to me” Mr

Tounds said. “I've got
400 acres of forest on &
south coast of New South
Wales and it used to take
me 9% hours to drive each
way. T'd arrlve worn out

after driving with all the
tafle, g0 1 deeided to
learn to fly.

“I'll start my cross -
countries next week, and
should have my unre-
stricted licence by the end
of the year."

Mr Grounds does most
of his training in @&

e8sna 172 and
bought himselt a A

Brother and  sister
Hamish and Jill McKin-
non will soon both havs
thelr lcences. Hamish

as & farm at Hamilton,
in_the Western District,

St. Kilda ruckman Jim
Walils, 23, last seaso
flew to Moorabbin ' from

uambatook every Satur-

Ay morning. allls, a
licensed Puot‘ flew down
with a friend and arrived
in time to play in the
Baturday  affernoon
matches. He is a teacher
at_Quambatook,

he number of peopls
taking out student npilot
licences has Increased by
a third since 1963, ang
last year there were 6907
students in Australia,

Of the 2207 alreraft re-
gistered  in Australla,
fewer than 200 are used
by the airlines,

ith almost 1000 sty-
dent pllots learning to
fiy at Moorabbin, the
huge task of supervising
them falls on the Depart-
ment of Clvil Aviation,

New runways
to be built

Head of DOA’s perman-
ent staff of 30 at Moor-
abbin {s Ml&%ort manager,
Mr Bob Oldneld.

Mr Oldfield is res; n-
sible for the efficien

HRALDL U4

each of the annual 246,000
mg{gmenta is safe,

1=

& were very pleased
50 Bamatoencielly, pase.
[ W1,

come,” Mr Oldfield

sald.
“Light aircraft fiying 1s
ming, and we at" Moor-
abbin now have got to the
stage where we cannot
handle the traffic without
extra facilities,
“Work  has already
started on our first par.
allel runway and the two
others should be dupllca‘-
ted within three years"
has three
t.
00
north - west,
a.ndt the&ﬂbo 1;(:, south -
west horth-east,
The duplicate north -

south runway is expected
to be completed by mid-

next year,
Mryoldneld has nine

(A XXY]

/
0,

air traffic controllers
working with him. They
g;xsuné the saaie operation
craft which fiy in and out
g:' ;&&oorabbln every weeke

2000 1t
- Over the airport
to 7000 rt, in the Cr%on-
bourne aerobatics area,
Ne air traMe con-
Ed Jackson,
ob 15 more
Moorabbin
Essendon, or

llmits vary from

90 take-offs
landings,” he

“The planes start go-
Ing up at first light and
don't stop unti] dusk, and
it takes three of

ere in the
handle them.

“In  the winter,
Planes can't use
gran runwa, S, sO

ave to stic he
‘alisr;gle all-weather strip in

“I've seen as many as
& dozen aircraft queued
Up walting to take off,
and as many in the alr
waiting to Jand,"”

he said.
A lively
Sunday

It . is on Bundays that
Moorabbin really comes to
Ute,  Almost ever{ ajr-
craft - available is n the
g.g or landing or taking

The acres of lawns sur-
rounding the airport
buildings are dotted with
sightseers ang picnickers,
Hundreds more line the
safety fences near the
Tunways,

For hours on end, they
watch the brightly colored

€ssnas, Beechs, Pipers
and Vietag ta.x!-?n A &ek-
igz off, circling anc? land-
g.

Those with ¢
unds to spend can

% tew
For a joyride.

g0

Depending on utllisa-
tion “and type, operating
costs can vary from
£2/10/ to £17 to £8 an

our,

Moorabbin alrport has
come & long way since it
;g:blfi‘leglded in 194% rbg

P 8. a seconda;
eivil afrport in the Mel-
bourne area,

and flying operations be-
13'&% on - December 15,

RVAC will next

tablish  Australia’s first

advanced fiying  train-
where stu.

live in & new

accommodation

?’E&I‘ €8-

centre,

The charter operators
at Moorabbin are likely
to take over Essendon
when  Tyllamarine  be-
comes fully operational
in the sarly 187 5, leaving
the bayside airport wholly
to fiying training,

(mmummmmm|lnumnlmmmtmmmuumuuummm

WOME

Gbss0s000000000000000

NCE women pilots were frc

in aviation circles.
But now they have ii;‘:‘t";é ;S'
Cen  accepted as ey
aviators, and some b b""“'
have proved out- Pl e
standing in this fleld. considered
With an increasing daring for :
number of women be- fly a plane
coming pilots {he old
argaments about the Career
ability of women in the s
air have subsided. “I would
T Australian made my c
Women Pilots' Associa- ing, but” wo
tion, "which has an wel'e nol re
active Victorian branch, hose
g:gc““{f,}‘;fgn:ﬂ 1950 bY  Lrather said
It has a membership ﬂylg\? Math
of 350 women, of whom but  resum
37 are commercial months ago
Pﬂots. 16 are full-time . the
nstructors  and  two Since the
hold engineering qen on i
licences, with assoel:
Lady Casey is patron bers, one of
and a member of the SR Mee
association, {hacintion
Members of the asso- last April.
clation claim they are The Stat:
Just as capable fiiers as of the asso
men, Molra Reo
The Federal president Geelong, ha
of the assoclaf on, Mrs organise a |
M. V. ather, of Can- niear Geelon

HIHHIIIHHIIIllllIIllllH"llﬂilIHHHHHHHHNHI



SUPPLEMENT TO THE AUSTRALIAN
The Sudney Morning Ferald —

MONDAY, MARCH 7, 1966

The S.M.H, Women’s Section, Thurs., March 3, 1966

MRS BILL CALDWELL
and Mrs Tom Willsallen sociation, Lady Casey, who
will fly to Melbotirne to- is also a well-known avia-
dav in Mrs Willsallen’s frix, will present the
Cewsna 1o attend the an- trophy and also one for
nual meetine of the Aus- the woman pilot who has! -
tralian Women Pilot's As-  contributed most lo aVlﬂ-,

The patron of the as-

MONDAY MARCH 14 1966

From nothing to

e il e LNV VICE-REGAL 21 aircraft |
r~ who wi Yy (o] el- < A e

Their Excellencies the Gover-
nor-General and the Lady Casey
attended the fifteenth annual din-
ner of the Australian Womcn's
Pilots’ Association in Melbouine

bourne, including Mrs Vic-
tor Richurdson, Ann Car-
ter. Rosemary Arnald, Mrs
Lane Williams and Pep
Kelman, will be competing

— in just a year*‘

Most people associate equipment to that used

in a reliability trial, the on Saturday evening. Avis with renta-car by regular airlines,
results of which will be operations, Few realise Avis, in bullding a
announced at & dinner on His Excellency the Governor that, in fact, the com- national air  charter
Saturday nieht. and Lady Cutler, attended by pany has the largest air network, has provided a|
! S members of the personal stafl, charter  operation in service where mpormal

airlines leave off, but in
co-operation with these
airlines.

Avis alrcraft today are

.Australia, with a fleet of
21 alreraft.

This rapid rrowthult:tals
been achieved in e o 5
perating from as fa
ver a year. The air
charter servive staried in ;3:?::. .t'o ‘t,h;wsﬁ“’l':::
1965, Today ; .
January, i has taking assignments rang:
Alr Serv R" “‘“ ing from aerial survey to
Sviney, Melbourne, Ade: busiuess executive char-
s
lnide and Porth and will "L o ots
ghortly open branches in abe weomen, sach highly
Brisbane and Townsvlile. fied, .
¢ the fleet are  Miss Rosalind Merrl
ﬂxn-'[l?ltte: Piper Astec, field, of SBydney, a senior
twin-engine planes with a pilot In the organisation,
ofuising speed of 200 :-hn ".a‘\mubfi“ t;‘v’::::
e Ausiralian
mph, full equipped foF ppog of the Year award
all-weather flylng and py the Australian Women
with  identical radio Pllot’s Association.

were present at the Australian
Jockey Club’s meeting at W .r-
..ick Farm on Saturday aficr-
noon.

The Governor and Lady
Culer, attended by members of
the personal staff, were present

at the annual service of members Avis
of the Order of St. Michael and
St. George at St. James' Church,
King Street, yesterday morning,

|
i
|
1

A PAGE FOR WOMEN

Miss Freda Thompson and “’Pa,”
the plane she will pilot at the
week-end in the Moomba air race.

1966

The Age, Friday, March 4
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Control officer
at airport

IVELY red head Miss Olga Tarling, diverted ten large
aircraft from Eagle Farm Airport, ncar Brisbaue,
recently while the runway was clearded to allow a

light aireraft carrying a seriously ill man to lund.

flying

45 Yesterday she flew into | ear] instruction days. t 1 ; 3 3 -
73 she said in Darwin at the Moorabbin’ airport for the | -‘After only 15 hours ﬂyingll cer. ’il‘t;e; nd%gldcé,ci]LngL éﬁle
A OME - time g&l}i‘;‘;l ‘fgge[gigg f%flof-‘:l,e‘ﬁgg: H:fi%misax little over-confi- | me on, and in 1961 I began
$IMES, if you're “sguth'l;l::mpwn had 20 . came down on to

: traini 3
ciation to be held In |the Townsville runway I did Dcz‘t?"ng * Melboure: bl
Melbourne at the week end. | a ground loop and swerved Her
As the first Australlan (On to a gkl;us strip.  For-

in bad
swear you'll

“In fact, I loathe it
even now. The charm of

aught
IOer, you

training Included

tower control, communica-

: " fiying, to me, is the sense woman to be appointed as a | tunately the only damage | tions
d mwg of Ymdom and chal- control officer with the De- | Was to’a lower W¥ﬂ8 of tge "“Thou ar?drr{é)::e lspla?end!ngs:
ekt Alrport this lenge” she said artment of Olvil Aviation, | craft,” she said great deal, there s still a
Mo

t“‘,Eemn.ll planes are her iss Tarling sald .safety When Miss Térllng trans- | need

for a certain amount

“ 3 standards at  Australian | ferred to Brisbane aero- | of math i

m But you "Bﬂlc; 1 lt{ook the con- :grgdrorrl\es t;ere g.nlagnx the g;lﬁrrjl;g ah year later she | tions,” athgggd, SRR
poo! : er )

a Fad ﬂ:a elle?pgea. butl: ighest in the wor e commercial Miss Tarling is now based

““Then I was

leulations
Equipment, calculatio able Lo get & gob 23 co-pliot E}?gk at Eagle Farm, where

1 ir
ﬁ?:a“c;"““d His » splin- and aircraft movements are

controls aeroplanes

o checked and double checked. | With & private airline” on | varying in &
Aevet & Lo X ww We know the exact position. lqhs}r%ere flights earrying | Mo hsgwansl%fzes’.mm T
flo\f:eegslttlgd u::mr‘;ve.}ril:l o any plane 8f 0¥ lm:ﬁ)! reBﬁtttgg d:m:n’fﬁg?f‘dr alr | ploaneiy, flot  controlling
alrcraft” for an hour. I th&&zyf’;rﬁfﬂ egan work | control drew Miss Tarling | barnes, She Is usually in the

made the passengers air-

sick because T couldn't

bex the 5?311 it bucking up and p T
4, r. . ) i

: h-u-umpctor'. and a T

iter had an adven-

cockpit of A plane, pel

controlled. *“I still Jove ﬂ?{g
Ing and get up Into the air
::ldevery opportunity,” she

as a teletype operator with | back to ‘the ground, *
air radio goprewm?em Towns- | caused a che,em at the
ville, but she soon became | Department of Civil Aviation
: fascinated by aeroplanes. | When I applied for the post
et e 500N 1 WaS taKing private ; o "
instruction in'a Tiger Moth
and gained my pilot’s licence
in 1952, she said.
She recalled that her only
during those .

accident  was

The Age, Saturday, March 5, 1966
-_— s THE ANNUAL general

meeting. of the Australian
in  Melbourne, to which
Women Pilots Association
women pilots from all States
in Australia flew in on a
reliabllity trial was held
in Melbourne last week.
Members were entertained
at Lauriston Park by Mrs.
Gunnerson, whose daugh-

Airborne nurse

TRAIL of car

Thompson's _nick-
hamne for meanugnl Vic;
ne llt.‘ﬁ,ln piloting.

Lomfortable

docks, where car headlamps | subsidy I wil] be able to

I8 s a sparkling green marked out a runway for us. | study = instrumen it ter, Mrs. Evelyn Koren, of
it machine with hea dltli ldg }}c"jt 5 | We landed there without any | nighy  fyien anld f;}é‘;g.- Dartmoor, won the trial. At
recently guided a Fly- | tiouble,” she sald. country navigation.” . ahe 4 gatheringmat Slh% LRoyal‘

x aE ing Doctor plane on to id ommonwea ociety at-

obin, wlho holds . private
pllot’s  ‘licence, has been
awarded an Australian ﬁi/-
ing scholarship which will
enable her to compleie siu-

tonded by ﬂ‘-nu Governor:
General, Lord Casey and
Lady Casey, who is patron
of the assoclatlon, Lady

& paddock af night,
s0 that & woman with
severely crushed legs

A Tiylng nurse service runs
fjnda;}:endent_ly of the flyin
octor i
foctor service is envisage

yanily mirror on the
] sun

a bit different
the old days of

could be rushed to a
hospital almost 100

dies Lo gain a commercial
licence in June.
With the Government

‘'There is no flylng nurse
service at present, but [t is

Casey presented the Nancy
Bird irophy won by Roslyn
Merrifield, of New South

miles awa desperately needed. There Wales, awarded {o
¥ 3 r the
i1 AWaY. th are so many isolated com- greatest contributien to
those h s ls‘\(z?:hrg:'vye&:-%ld ® Robin ?\'}}Xxﬁ:&éﬂ arcns gilng we in aviation by a _ woman
er solo . = : n este y
ustralis in her Rﬂllet of Perth, recalled Australla, without a resi de;’; in Australasia.  Following

made plenty
when she was
France.

eapsised

grove, and finally
nm missing_ be-
~ n and New-
Wai

I made my ; and decide whether expert eral relaxatlon, were many
As a qualified nurse, medical attention g 3
Was .ll:gdmg ai? Robin was working with the needed,” she added. was famous names in_women’s

Loch Ness mon-

town newspaper
the stories and

{1 md th

1. Ve n
:&*- at the prospeci

800 miles of sea,”

WAS seen by some

the Incident when she
arrived in Melbourne for the
annua] meeting of the Aus-
tralijan Women Pilots’ Asso-
clation,

Robin is the daughter of
Mr, Horrie Miller, one of
Australia’s aviation pioneers.

er  mother is Mary
Durack the well-known
Australlan writer,

Flylng Doctor Service in
Perth' on the night the
emergency call came from
the small town of Narrogin.

“We wemg‘sbious}lot land-

over we saw & blaze of lights
coming from one of the pad-

doctor or nurse,

“When & minor injures
gﬁebﬁni !Ivu'mselr tPere 1Js no
attention, rﬁn mbrﬁé' mi‘ﬁf

medical centre. A flyin
nurse service could deal ng
minor cases on the spot

With Mrs. Rosemay
Plerres as her co-plla;lgavdi?
gator, Robin came fifth in
an air trial in Western Aus-
tia.lln in October. “We were

other hght eireraft,” she
explained,

the meeting, members were
the guests of Geelong flying
enthusiasts, Dr. and Mrs.
P. Robinson, at txl'leir

o-

home, Paxton Park, a

pold. They entertained 80
uests, several of whom
ew their own aircraft to
land on the private airstrip,
Among the guests who en-
joyed water skiing and gen-

aviation, Nanecy Bird and
Freda ’I‘homﬂjson (the first
woman to fly England to
Australia solo in her own
ajreraft), Esther Mather

ixed up ing as we knew there was the only women in (one-time Australian aero-
J plcture had the cap- no. floodlit landing strip. in ey en in the race batic champion) and Beryl '
3 'Enlkha‘ Monster Ap- the' srea. . Bt on we Han  iles c:,g;iﬁgg :gg‘ilr‘; s 00 Young, who has been flying

in the Sclomon Islands. Mrs.
Robinson was assisted in
looking after her guests by

fellow Geelong 1lot, Mrs.
Athol Eagles, = ©

meeting

® Miss Olga Z;a;ltnp, of Brisbane, who fle
Mooravbin airport vesterday to attenq m’g clzvn ot
of the Australian Woman

clation

nua
Pilol’s Asm.l
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Challenge Faces
Girl Pilots

0 18-year-old event before their big race
Adelaide _ girls ‘tsltf:::rv'mo was second in

Who have their feet the Bilat o the Year con-
~ {fmly planted on thetestht:t

Ivear. Was given her
fround, will soon haye {n’lvz icence in 1963, at
ir beads ht.!hggl in the

d as

he age of 17. 5
: Yy com- Unlike Christine who
D & 1475 mile ajr seems to have fiying in the
during the Easter blooge.d g‘% . dec{ded 1,sthee
wan! a plane after
Busan Wil- watching crgpdpustem and
ce student, of light afrcraft fly overhead.
and Chris- g1"hey both play squash
& secretary, regularly, sometimes = four
COm- times a week, and often fly
~ANA away on long flights to-

i0st gether,
from "“They have flown to Mel-
- bourne twice ag part of

| 'rhe will fiy ther, thejr and have

e 1t in turns to nayi- -

b mﬂ pliot e Lt ga&f:ghu ol v Aus
over the course.

Susan, who is atmin, to

5 ne gained Jnltiaeer be a physicist, has hlag to

_ m“ ‘hﬂouee' e start studying for Univers-
1

in
& 'at that \lm‘ ity before it resumes
ou
¥ n‘l';e work while she is away.

! the
Australian giri to
llunu.ﬂr

, 8O
€ she won't fall behind in her|!

Cessna | |

1; 'I‘he%vh MRuoytH A. Club
; - from the ero Club|:
A student at c:bugo:not Ba

yenb, she used to The' race will start ot

all Christine’s
B
are interested in :&?gﬁ‘ﬂt an
As the race 15 d

ather esigned
jiin the &AA!‘ ;:rs i p:lt;;.w test navigational “skill,
I8 parachutist and her elder their navigation  instvu.
ji>sother pllots his  own Ments will be sealed durin
jt{hethrnee in such s; ggy glmy
ign ey are required, the:
the] h%’?,.?ié’@:‘_‘.-%?é can be readily unsealed.
Hendersons,” - They will .fly over the
Ehrist! De won the novice route on the way to Bris-
on of the women's re- bane, so they can gain
: conducted by some knowledge of the set
! n course,
_Association wb%%ertel * hopeful of win-
e £8.000 race last year, ning,” Susan sald in an
Both Christine and Su- interview at her home.

It includes two overnight|!
Ks , NSW, |,
t Moorabbin, Victoria. |

tine is abie to
Cessnas, Chipmunks, Piper
SR

es Cessnas, -
. d the Victa Air,

W

At present both girls are
| = Smpsteln. this makip tp?ans for the race
| g e

Film

) makers are

P i eir en-

firios im the S Him and
ffioa of e intemationai

ng
race|
Contest a%ghggm,ﬁe:’: St |

} e !
‘!3' m&‘l'ot.kgy ,&;,‘;; Eventually the zmla lhgpe
o befors 1. i‘g!l’g‘t their commercial fiy-

'lin. Christine Menderson (seated in plone)
Wiltiems study the map of the course for
their big rece,

WO attractive Adelaide teen-agers
with their heads in the clouds are
heading- for high adventure in 2 few
weeks’ time. d :
They are 18-year-olds Sue Williams
and Christine

entered for the
race at the end of March, : in

Melbourne  wij] see g?gmxm women en- this subject to aerody-
them on March 29 when L8 In the race and as  namics,
they' make a scheduleq & team they believe they Her partner In the big
overnight stop at Moor- are € youngest en- Jar r)‘m tine H
&bbin, trants, of either men or :“r ece, Chrls e o
women, erson, is even more ser-
At elghteen, whe, : tous about aviation. She

most teen-agers are sti)] Both

They are certainly the  the Adelaide Univer-

Ne 2%

SUE WILLIAMS (left)
check their aircraft. before taking off for a practice

girls come from
Adelaide. retary

Tall, bruneite Sue
Wiliams is a full-time

with  an

alr with € aviation her
ears’ fiy. university student with &
Tonee fly her sights set _on a . tlme career,

science  degree ' from

ence,
burnin,

d ’ y
It's a goal

can’t women
.this
know it ma

pPen, but it
wortlr striving

“That's

race and win it.”

siastic fiyers

comes

ot who

Mo e

i1t
‘l 'ﬂmll t

11 i
25

and Christine Menderson

holida she

cross-country flight,

ro" Sl /24y

sity and a commercial

Henderson, who have ":‘“’; ”t":{;'ce course
3 n her sc
Brisbane to aehidp ar  aie is vitally interested

physics, and  particu- Her
larly the application of

works as a full-time sec-

‘charter firm at Adelaide
al:ﬁort. but she wants to
my

Her target is not only ing a
& commercial pilot's lic-
Christine has a
ambition to be
Australla’s first licenséq
women helicopter pilot

How do two 18-year-
old girls become ex-
perienced nr;ﬂ enthu- |

With Christine,
answer Is simple — she
from a fiying
family. Her elder brother
g experienced

light aircraft,
sister, Kath-
Tyn, has made several

Bue “got the bug” when
she was only 15 On a
watched
crop-dusters flying on a

try farm
get fnto the air,

her. that if she

ajr

full-  South Australia,

The girls will be fiy-
four - seafer
single-engine
monopiane in the.

Cessna,

race. They will
earefully alonf
reute from Adelaiq

Says Christine: “There |
ére women airline pilots
in Russia and some gther
Parts of the world.
aspire to
In  Australia? 1
never ‘hap-
is & goal

for,
one of the
main reasons why Sue
and I want to enter this

Why

the

-OWns

THESE Two 1
Adelaide girls wil take
it in turns to pilot a
Cessna in the £5000,
'11,475-mile Easter air
race between Brisbane
and Adelaide.
They are Christine Hen-
derson, 8 secretary
and Susan Wil-
lams, a sclence student,
They are the voungest
competitors. While one
is piloting the other wil}
Nnavigate,

Youngest
co-pilots

South Australian coun-
and straight
away she felt the urge to

father promised
won a
scholarship .to Adelaide
University he would pay
for her flying tuition,
She went straight ahead
and won the scholarship
and, in a year, her pri-
vate pilot's Hcende with
the Royal ‘Aero Club of

big
fly
the
e to
risbane In the week
before the race starts
on Saturday, March 28,

8- y-0 ARG g, wunummwuuummmum(mmmumnmvmm
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® TURNING POINTS
A CHECK, REFUELLING POINTS

QLD,

» SINGLETON
" R MAITLAND!

. SYDNE
’.’ 5 BANKSTOWN

’ OYERNIGHT STOP
N

" -MELBOURNE
\

PARAFIELD y
MELTON{Y

FINISH f
LYNDOCH \\ ANH”_L

\ & MURRAY BRIDGE
|\ Y ADELAIE .,

fry their luck

AT least 17 women
will make a game
bid to beat the ele-

Adelaide. They are com-
nercial-licence students,
They will take turng in
flying and navégatmg efr
single-engine essna,

ue was second last year
ments as well as the |, Sie xas Qf The Year
men in the BrISbane Cc_:lphtgs r'x'm-gest number of
to Adelaide Air Race, Jromen o Shtrants  comes

Erperts and race|lrgm Victoria.

ed Thompson  and
organisers feel sure Esthequather K claim
that some “of them se%moricyt ﬁammgg uﬁh?! wom-
Wil be among - the|en, as ey Dol ow i1
pﬂze-winners. the first air rece of this

type in 1938,
ygue Folkes,

the
8chool, Moorabbin,

Julle Hourigan, another
Victorian entrant, will fiy
the first Victa Alrtourer
ever sold to an aéro club,
that of Latrobe Valley.

From Swan Hill, |n an-

%ther V!ctcnlx. };:omes T?}le?
¢ | Bryan an er co-pilo
ir ,m'“g,lga‘;;"g lr;l‘?g:y Tellerson, of Co-

n

Vie

hopt& éﬂ‘f be a “A{’,‘;‘ wf}{f o The only certain Queens-
Misg wmifred Wells, of |1and entry is Dorothy Her. |.

Pert, and Mrs, Helen rt, from Charleville, in

er own Cessna 182,

Blackburn, of Adelaide,
th commercial pilots, will| New Soutl}J Wales will be
er

All the women fliers- be-
to the l4-year-olg
Women Pilots’
A.ﬁmab%onﬁi B
embership has grown
from an injtial 40 g an
impressive 270 since 1950,
ell- woman pilot

wn
Nanc (Bird)  Walton
founded the Association

ﬂ'y together in g Cessna | represented ¥ Mrs. Nancy
172, . alton and Marie Rich.
Sue Willlams and Chris- | ardson, fiying Camden

tine Henderson, both aged
only 18, also come from

e e S

Aero Club Cessna 172 with
Barbara Selby-Brown,




Young girls and veterans will
battle through the skies

It's our biggest

air race

MORE than 170 light aircraft have been

entered in the three-day Brisbane-
Adelaide air race beginning on March 28,
the biggest event of its kind held in the

world.

The £1,125000
worth of aircraft range
from” Australian - made
Victa Airtourers and
sleek new Beecheraft,
Cessna and Piper twin-

engined types to a de
Havilland Dove, largest

plane entered.
Some of the planes are
“vintage” models, These in-
ubiquitous  Tiger
oths and a  Mustan,
ighter converted for civil
e,

The competing pilofs in-
¢clude a young North Shore
in her early twenties
and a veteran N.S.W, grazier
more than 60 years old.
The flying experience of
the eatrants is varied—some
bave had less than 200
nghoun, one is & former
ine pilot.
The race—for sircraft
with at least a range of 250

nmautical miles and 2 fuel

reserve :f b“ hv"nimﬁes—i;s
sponsored by Mr R, M.
Ansett, who has given prizes
and trophies worth £5,000,

Woman’s prize

Mr Anseft flew a two-
seater Porterfield aircraft
= & similar race n 1936,
The he won

Amsett  Airways
wutl it was able to take
over- Australian  National
Alrways,

He told me yesterday:
"No big air race for light
mircraft has been held in
Australia  since 1936, 1
got the idea when 1 read
statistics which showed the
rapid - development of the
light sircraft industry here,

“Since 1958 the number
of light aircraft in Australia
has increased by about 60
per cent to just under 1,600
machines. In the same period
the number of pilots’
i apart from airline,
transport  and  helicopter
licences, has grown by 45
per cent to 10,426,

“There is still room for
expansion. This air race will
many sections of the
-the advances which
been made in Aus-
tralia,”

The race arganising com-
miltee comprises represen-
tatives of the Federation of
Acro Chibs, Department of
Civil Aviation and Anset-
ANA

show
oy

Mr Ken Hammond, sec-
retary of the Royab Acro
Club of NSW. and a com-
mittee _member, said that
more than 60 planes have
been entered from N.S.W.

Throughout their plan-
ning, the organisers have
placed special emphasis
on safely. The route
enables the aircraft to fly
over the best possible ter-
rain

Pre'cnmions have been
taken to discourage “throitle
benders.” In the 1936 race

By JACK
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Mr R. M. Anseit, when
he won the Brisbane-
Adelaide race in 1936,

the late James Broadbent
flew his aircraft at full
throttle alk the way.

Seven aircraft, each with
a woman in command, will
compete  for a  special
woman's award of £200.

Major prize money will
be awarded to the winner
of the closed handicap
event which is limited to
private licence holders and

commercial pilois who have
not flown for reward during
the past year.

Commerciab pilots, ex-
cluding airline pilots, will
compete in an open handi-
cap,

The youngest woman
pilot will be Miss Chris.
tine Henderson, 18, 2 sec-

retary with South Ave

of the three-day race.

tralian  Air Taxis, She
and a girl friend will fly

a Cessna
Youngest N.S.W, woman
competitor will be Miss

Lyneite Clancy. of Arunga
Avenue, Roseville, who also
will be flying n Cessna. She
is one of a famous family
of pilots. Years ago the
Clancy  brothers' home-
made Baby Clancy plane
was & star turn at flying
exhibitions.

Most  senior competitor
in years is Mr T. W.
Murray, a grazier of Burren
Junction (N.S.W.), who will
fly a Piper. He learned to
fiy about five years ago,

The aircraft in the race
are normally used for a
dozen flight utility jobs.

_Their owners include ser- |
vice stution owners, chain

store managers, managing
directors’ of factories, flying
jackaroos, insurance sales.
men. a wine and spirits mer-
chant, an air-conditioning
expert, crop dusters, a
master builder and women
who fill in census forms
“domestic dutics.”

Out of the 170 planes
entered, 97 are powered by
Continental engines which
will help with centralising
servicing facilities,

One of the most interest-

ing side issues will be tol

see haw the locally made
Victa  Airtourer tforms
against the lalest imported
machines,

More than a dozen Air-
tourers have been entered by
private  owners and the
manufagturing firm,

Captain Peter Gibbes,
chairman of the lighs
aircraft race committee,
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In all capital oftles
along the route of the
race the aircraft will use
secondary airfields, This

. avold conflicting
with the air “lanes” of
€ommercial airliners,
Biriet regulations pre-

® Mr. R, M. Ansett
goatekin, which will be

i

scribe the altitude and
air “lane” near citles,
This Is the exact route:
MARCH 28: ARCHER-
FIELD - INVERELL-
TAMWORTH,
to BANKSTOWN.
MARCH 29: BANKS-

gns the first of the certificates, printed on
presented to each Pilot-in-Command in the
Brishane-Adelaide Air Race,

TOWN - WAGG A-
MANGALORE, then on
io MOORABBIN,
MARCH 30: MOORAB-
BIN-NHILL and on to

the finishing line at
P AR AFIELD, outside
ADELAYDE.

Federal body

supports race

The Aero Club mo
40 aircraft from a to

Adelaide Air Race.

Seven of these
blanes will be flown
by members of the
Royal Aero Club of
New South Wales.

The movement is
strongly supporting
the race because its
aim is to teach more
Australians to fly afr-
craft and to fly them
well under all condi-
tions,

In fact, most of this
country’s pilots learn to fly
in the member clubs of
The Royal Federation of
Aero Clubs of Australia,

Although the majority of
R€ro club members fly for
?leasure Or as a sport he-
ore deciding whether they
will seek g career in avia-
tion, most of this country’s
commercial and airline
ilots today receive thelr
ralning through the sero
club movement,

Thousands of men and
women members of aero
clubs fly the hundreds of
blanes—from Tiger Moths
to the most modern ajr-
craft—owned by the mem-
ber clubs of the federation,

The
the Roy:,l

up to airline standards,
The aero club fleets con-
tinue to grow as member-
ship increases throughout
the Commonwealth, (The
RAC of NSW., for ex-
ample, has a fleet of 17
planes at its disposal.)
Last year the club’s
members flew a record of
more than 12,000 fiylng
hours and are currently

By G. A, (Peter) LLOYD, O.B.E., president of the Royal Aerc Club of New South
Wales and the Royal Federation of Aero Clubs of Ausiralia,

=

ﬂylng about 1100 hours a
month,

‘Throughout Australia,
2ero club members are
flying more than 100,000
training hours a year un-
der strict Department of
Civil Aviation supervision

and the higheat standards
of airworthiness in the
world.

The Royal Aero Club of
N.8.W. has more than 1500
members, at least two-
thirds of whom are trained

tlots, This represents an
ncrease of 10 per cent on
last year's figure.

Club  membership has
niore than doubled in the
past 10 years,

.03
® Minimum age
More than 300 students
are being trained or are
doing  advanced flying
training at Bankstown.
About 12 per cent of these
are women and many are
still in their teens. (The
minimum age for learning
to fly 1s 16.)

Last year 150 club mem-
bers gained thelr flying
lcences.

Aircraft are avallable to
members for elementary
tralning, cross - country
flying, aerobatics, forma-
tion and night flying, twin-
engine conversion, instru-
ment flying and radio navi-
gation.

In recent years -club
sircraft have changed dra-
madtically from the older
open-cockpit wartime
trainers to  comfortable
cabin aircraft with a good
range and high fiying
speeds. This change has
brought about the greatly
Increased use of club air-
craft for members’ per-
sonal transport, both for
business and pleasure trips.

vement of Australia will enter about
tal of 169 entries in the Brisbane-

The new £80,000 runway
which the Commonwealth
Department of Works is
buiiding at Bankstown wil]
enable the club to operate
Its gircraft under the sev-
erest weather conditions,

The RAC of N.BW.,, like
the other aero clubs form-
ed in the capital cities, was
established in 1919 by g
small group of officers of
the old Royal Australian
Flying Corps.

hen war came again in
1939, the larger clubs be-
came  elementary flying
schools and it 1S only in
the postwar years that we
have seen -the phenomenal
growth of the aero club
movement in Australia,

This is party because of
our population Increase and
rising living standards, but
mainly because more and
more young people are be-
coming alrminded in this
age of flying.

They are realising. as the
Lorq Mayor of Sydney
(Ald. Jensen) did on his
recent flight over Sydney
in a RAC of N.S.W. lane,
that flying in a small air-
craft is “probably the most
thrilling of all recreations.”

Participation in country
tours, including tri away
to other centres, t) rough-
out the State ang Com-
monwealth, js a most im-
%rumt aspect of club life,

ese Aare run on a co-
operative basis and all
licensed pllots get their
wurn to fiy,

I ean safely say that in
the immediate years aheaq
the aero club movement in
this country faces an era
of unprecedented develop-
menth and growth - far
more spectacular than it
has known in its 45 years’
history.

The Sun, Monday, March 9, 196

TWO FLEDGLINGS
Girls, 18,

in air race

it piinct Wy o
Sue Williams, left, and Christing Menderson.

TWO 18-year-old girls are the

youngest to enter the Brisbane-
Adelaide air race which this Year will
begin on Saturday, March 28,

They'are Sue Williams and Christine
Henderson, of Adelaide, whose entry was
sponsored by a soft-drink firm,

They will take turns in flying and navigating
thejr single-engine Cessna,

Sue s stodying for a sclence degree at
Adelaide University, and is vitally interested in
the application of physics to acrodynamics,

She got the flying “bug” as g schoolgmmn
she watched aircraft crop-dusting on a farm in
South Australia. ’

Her father promised to pay for her flying
tuition if she won a scholarship to the university,
She did.

.
Helicopter next
Christine is a secretary with an Adelalde alr
charter firm, but intends tc make flying - her tull-
tinie career. i
She is considering becoming Australia’s first!
licensed woman helicopter pilot, !
Her brother Is a pliot, Her stster has made
several parachute jumps, =
Sue and Christine are keen to get commercial
pilot’s licences,
“There are woman airline pilots in Russia and
other parts of the world,” Christine said,
“Why can’t women aspire to this In Austra
Ha? It is a goal worth striving for,”
During the race the planes will stay ovel
night in Sydney on March 28, and in Moorabit

near Melbourne, the next day.
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Rosalind Merrifield (Jeft) with Peter Ahrens ond Americon pilot Betty Foux @
ih

e end of a Pacific ferrying tlight.

2 women
ust.

solo
hops

NEW YORK,

Saturday
(A.AP.). — Two
women are flying
solo across the

Pacific in light
twin-engine planes
to Australia.

They left Hillsboro,
Oregon, yesterday.

Rosalind Merrifiek, of
Sydney _ (pictured) and
Betty Faux, of Santa
Monica, California, will
be accompanied in &
similar plane by Peter
Ahrens, of Austrdlia.
They are delivering the
planes to a Sydney rent-
a-plane service.
Miss Merrifield, 2
veleran  aviatrix, sai .
“Nobaody's out to set any k3
records. v

“Jp's just a case of get- :
ting these planes to
Australia.”
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a team of four

Nations.

She is Beryl Young, 28,
of  Malabar, formerly
chief flying instructor at
the Cooma Aero Club.

Others in the Australian
team will be Mr C. Forrest,
in charge of operations, Mr
Harold Hall, who will be
standby pilot, and Mr Lind.

PERCIVAL

A N.S.W. woman pilot will lead.

with three air-

craft on an aerial survey of the-
Solomon Islands for the United

say Hill, engineer. They
will be joined by specialists
from America and Sweden.

The flying job, consid-
ered to be the most im.
portant yet piven fo an
Australian  woman pilot,
Is under contract to Avis,
which recently appointed

three women piloti to ex-
ecutive posts to fly air-

craft  around Australia
and anywhere im the
world.

The Solomans operation
will cover six islands, and
its purpose is to determine
the depth of the earth's
crust.

The three aircraft, two
Piper Aztecs and a Cessna
180, will be fitted with
special  equipment  worth
£200.000.  The job entaily
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WEATHER:

ing, light south
Texrrité)erature range: City 57

Yesterday's capital city temperatures: Sydney &3 degrees (max.), 5% deg!
Meibourna 39, 51 Hobarl 5B, 43 Adsiaids b6, ;2; Perth

53; Darwin 89,

CITY: Cool ard cloudy, a few showers in the morn-
-east to north-east winds, slight seas
to 68. Liverpool 52 to 71. Details Page 36.)

ES: High, 9.08 a.m. (57t 2in.), 9.25 p.m, (4ft 10in.); Low, 2.55 a.m. (10in.), 3.22 p.m, (10in,)
SUN: Rin‘s. 537; Sets, 6.06. MOON: Rises, g.u o.m.; Sais, 6.15 a.m. Last Quarier Moon, Qctober 18
5 a.m. PLANETS: Mercury, Rises 5.47 a.m., Sets .53 ’p.m..— Venus, 7.25 a.m,, 3 p.m. Mars, '7.40 am.
954 p.m.; Jupiter, 11.39 p.m., 9.37 . Saturn, 2.59. p.m., 359 am .

{minimum); Brisbana 74, 61
72, 62; Canberra 68, 50.
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copter pilot.

She landed in her heli-
copter—a Hughes {wo-
seater—at Mascot Airport
from Bankstown yester-
day.

Mrs. Arnold also holds
a private pilot’s licence
for fixed-wing light air-
craffy, with endorsements
 for four different types.

She has been flying
nearly four years.

“I. want to get my
commercial licences now
y for both fixed-wing and
helicopters,” said ~ Mrs,
Arnoeld.

“I want to be a com-

S,

[FLYING MOTHER

ot — what |
like to do, 1
think, is demonstrate
and sell helicopters and
do some ferry flying.”
Mrs. Arnold started
flying in February, 1962.
“Y kept it a secret at
first ~— 1 did not tell
anyone at home until
I had gone solo,”
Mrs. Arnold trained {n
fixed wing aircraft with
the Illawarra Flying Ser-
vice and then the Royal
Aero Club of NSW, at
Bankstown Aerodrome.
When she decided to
try flying  helicopters

mercial

¢

SYDNEY mother of four, Mrs. Roumaiy Arnold, seen at Masco? yesterday after$,
qualifying as the first Australian woman helicopter pilot. ;

Our first woman
¢ helicopter pilot

Mrs. Rosemary Arnold, 31-year-old wife of a Sydney
4 building contractor and mother of four children, yesterday
became the first Australion woman to qualify as a heli-

early this year, pilots
warned her that 'copters
were hard work,

She got her helicopter
licence within six weeks
and with a total of 30
flying hours at £25 an
hour.

She went solo after ten
hours and yesterday
passed her final test for
the licence.

Her children — Grant,
12, Lyndall, 10, Vicki, 9,
and Angela, 5—helped,

“They are very handy
in the house, cleaning,
washing up and even
cooking,” she said,

helicopter.

Mrs Rosemary Arn-
old, of Sylvania, 31-
year-old mother of four
children has
the first woman in Aus-

tralia to fly solo in a

On September 1 she
did four hours’ dual in-

Helicopter woman

struction in a two-scater

helicopter.
“I went

become i last night.

end of this
when I hope to
my helicopter
licence.”

solo
carly this week,” she

“I intend to do four
hours a day until the

only

month,
sit for
pilot’s

MAN'S TOP |
IR JOB

precision line fiying at 500

gers anywhere at any fime.

third woman pilot,
Miss  Christine Davies,
who flies for Coonellan
Airljnu in Central Aus.
tralia, bas been offered 2

sion Aero Club in Britain, itiol i
(i;‘-'f-t in difficult weather con-| Another top woman pilot g.:ﬂ- kudasdies
itions. Miss Rosalind Merrifield, The three wo, i
n . m !
Miss  Young few de | who recently made two solo | will be paid salear:ieg' Oi‘r:
Havilland Doves and trans-Pacific  flights from accordance with the log of
ll;lcmn,\; for Sou!h_crn Air- | America to  Sydney, has| the Australian Airline
nes and was an instructor | been  appointed a regular | Pilots'  Association They
with the Royal Victorian pilot with Avis. Her duties | get about £3.000 ‘a vear
Aero Club and the Exeter involve flying V.I.P. passen. plus  special flying allow-
ances,
Caplain  Peter  Ahrens,
Avis  flight superintendent,
sa_lld vesterday, “The women © & N
pilots are most_efficient. On BERYL Y
their  own initiative they  fonder of MO’%‘{VG vey. 3
have overcome ail prejudices Survey. $
: "gajns‘ thfm I'n co‘nn,and WWOOJMM
THE SUN-HERALD, DEC. 12, 1965 of aircraft, Jacquelina  Auriol,  ace
them» Y 800d luck 10| French woman pilot, will

level.

Granville

was the

Twenty - four-year-old
Diane, of Prince Street,
(above),
her wings last May. She

first

-

THE Royal Aero Club of N.S.W.
has chosen Diane Watson as §!
best pilot of the year. |
She has won its Nords-
van Trophy flying against
more than 70 men train-

ed by the club in 1965
to the resiricted flying

“Dad took up
too,” she said.

got
for a flight.

has logged 95 flying landed [ decidad to tearn
! solo. to fly. .

hoghrz. ?\isofwgy“m; ?‘om- “lystaﬂcd. then had 1o
monwealth  Scholarship stop for three years, be-
and will use it to get her cause I didn't Thave
commercial and instruc- enough money. So b
tor’s licences. saved for three years.

Diane said her mother then went straight

woman through with the

glider pilot in NS.W,, in
the early thirties.

“But 1 hadn't
flying a thought
was 19,

“I was at Narromine
and a friend took me up
When we

¥

gliding.

given
untit 1

course.”

The Sydney Morning Herald, Sai., Nov. 6, 1965

Overseas news

in brief

fly a Nord four-engined
trbo - propeller  airliner
from France to Sydney to
demonstrate it to Australian
airlines.

There are no women jet
pilols in Australia, but a
Department of Civil Avia-
tion spokesman said, “If
women are qualified there
Carler, 19, of Balgowlab, js 15 nothing to stop the air-
ihe only woman among 19 | lines from employing them
canners of Department of [0 fly jet passenger air-
Civil Aviation scholarships | craft.”

eranted this year to mem- | — ———
bers of the Royal Aero|
W,

The recent annual repoit
of the Department of Civil
Aviation drew attention to
the  growing number of
women pilots on the Auys-
‘ralian Air Register

“19-year-old

A preity brunette, Anne

Club of NS

Anoe, who was x Junijor
stenographer, worked as a
waifress om @ tralp for
six  months, earning £26
2 week with overtime to
pay for flying lessons.
. Her scholarship will pro-
vide funds for 70 per cent
of her flying training.
hopes 1o become
tor.
This week, Mrs Rose-
mary Arnold, of Sylvania,
a 3l-yearold housewife
with four children, became
Australia's first certificated
helicopter pilot.
. week ago, Capiain
Maria Atanassova flew a big
Soviet Ilyushin jet airliner
into London Airport. She
is certificated to fly the 89.|°
seat turbo-prop on inter-
national routes.
In a few weeks, Madame

e e

- She
an instruc-

DAILY MIRROR, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 21, 1985
¥ * * * *

0 Sir, we can't let the men get away
with everything! . . Margaret (Meg) Skel-
ton, who worked with Kinelab Laboratories
untll the other day, was one of six women
pilots who escorted Amy Johnson on her
arrival in Sydney on May 24, 1930, On the
night of June 10, 1930, Amy was given a
slap-up banquet at the Wentworth by C. C.
Wakefield and Co., De Havilland Aircraft and
Shell. Meg’s licence to take her contraption
into the air entitled her to fly “FLYING
MACHINEEZ" Like frinstance “Those Glam-
orous Girls 1;1 Thei; Flying Machines™?

* *

Polar flight

WASHINGTON, — Two
Argentine Air Force De
Havilland Beaver aircraft
landed at the South Pole
on Wednesday — the first
fixed-wing aircraft ever lo
do so,

The ski-equipped planes
landed after an R00-mile
flight from an  Argentine
base on the Weddell Sea.

f
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ratengefoces - They're up oo

\WO 18-year-old gyent before their big race, L I TWO attractive Adelaide teen-agers g
~ Adelaide gitls Poasier ho was seoond il with their heads in the clouds are
who have their feet the Pilot of the Year corc| heading: for high adventure in a few
1ly  planted on the test last year, was given her| k 17y )
will soon haye 1(;8!1168 in 1963, at weeks time.

und s
ir heads high In the \

ads, 8as ey com- Unlike ci\rl.atme who
e in a 1,475 mile air seems to have flyin the|

1
1
]
1
1
]
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1
]
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1
1
1
1

They are IB-year-olds Sue Williams sity and a commercial South Aust:nllan coun-

’ i ilot’ i ry farm and straight !
€ 0 ring’ the Easter blood, ~she Dying ™ she and Christine Hendersonl, % 0, ave v;lnt;lice_nre rge, BVAYSDe felt the urge to |}
;lﬁ»cnd. ) wanted to fly & plane after entered for the Brisbane to Kaelaide air ey megm-;ﬁ,;“‘;gtgfesﬁ- get into the air. 1
Lo Lﬁggzhceﬂ‘ﬁmm‘:’%" watching crop- “%,‘E“hggg‘ race at the end of March. Sue I8 dos. and particu- Her {ather promised |
B, s, D e e ey both ver! . larly the apphcation of her that if she won 2 1
o enderson, & secretary, re alarl Melbourne  will  see oungest _women _ en- this subject to aerody-  gcholarship to Adelaide 1
B erwii be prety pout asty, them on March 29 when rants in the race and as namics. Sversity. 1 wld 1
et the Ansett-ANA bimes. g e ey make & scheduled & team they Fafeve they  jier partner in the bi University he would Pay |
000 air race against her Svernight stop at Moor- 8re [the youngest en-  ajr e b ristine Hen% for her flying tuition. |
ore than 335 pilots from e They abuin; trants, of either men OF  gerson, is even more set- She went straight ahead §
‘lTOVef Australia. 1 bourne o At elghteen, when omen, jous about Rviation. She and won the scholarship
khey 1"wm " fly together, their memg most teen-agers are -still Both girls come from works as & full-time sec- and, in & year, her pri- 1
1Lleng dm nu{n:_nto n&vl- had fights all \ pestering dad for the use - Adelaide. retary with an 8iT  ygte pilot's Hcende with
e &{; g, ot e plane tralia. of the amily car, both Tall, bruneite Sue e ter firm at Adelalde  Tpoya)-Aero Club ' H
er, hm"t;l eurs'..‘ne 2 bl e \;sa% :irhlgtlshaiméng toli g;:rx;\igmr_:e ag:h Sue are at ifiams is & full-time airport. but she wants to the hoya e:"o ub of |}
rivate licence in June start D o o U . fol) O e e air With  gpjeersity S tmdent with £ ot Vation her full-  Sout Australia. H
582 at the age of 16, and ity Sty (o es, 80| o hind Them. hy.  pnierslty st on & caveer, The girls will be fiy- |
was regarded at that time she won't ?all behind in her i i science degree from Her target is not only ing a four - seater |
S belng the youngest work while she is away. They are certainly the _the Adelaide Univer- 2 commercial pilot’s lic- Cessna, single-engine 1
Au?it;;l‘:n girl to receive They will fly & Cessna i 4 ” ’ ? et:)nce.! Chri‘s);gle htas ba monopl%r‘u in :tlllf.b'{g ll
L 2 : urning ambition to be  TAct hey ¥
A student at Cabra com< {)‘;'J‘EA"“C Royal Aero Club|: ’% Australla’s first licensed carefully along the !
yent, she used to spend 8ll %o o . ‘women helicopter pilot route from Adelaide to
et spare time training "f;i A mﬂ: Fly :é'gdr%t;!: ke’ Brisbane in the week 1
the minimum 10 At ergo Easter EVe, S7C will finish It's a_goal befare Uhe TACE Shoe.
for the licence. She flew on Easter Moénday at Para- S el — : '

half of the 0 houts solo. fleld in SA. . !
Neartly .1 Ohristine’s It includes two ovemlg‘l‘}t
family are interested in stops 8t Bankstown, NSW,
flying. and at Moorabbin, Victoria.
‘Her father was & pilot As the race 1s des
in the RAAF, her sister is to test navigational
& parachutist and her elder their navigation 1
brother pilots his own ments will be sealed durl
Tiger Moth. the race in such

§*%ign on the front door if they are Ieq .
of their house reads—"The ¢80 be readily unsealed.
Flying Hendersons.” They will .fly over the

Christine won the novice route on the way to Bris-
section of the women's re- bane, they can gain
Yability trial, conducted b¥ some knowledge of the set
the Australian Women COUISe,
Bliots Assocliation before We're hopeful of win-
the £6,000 race last YEAT ning,” Susan said in an

Both Christine and Su-
san will compete in. this

Says Christine: “There |
are women airline pilots
in Russia and some other
parts of the world, Why
can't women aspire to
this in Australia?
know it ms{ never ‘hap-
en, but it i

worth striving for.

wThat's -one of the
main reasons why Sue
and I want to enter this
race and win it.”

How do two 18-year-
ald girls become  ex-
perienced and enthu- .
siastic fiyers? P
with Christine, the

answer is simple — she
comes from & flying

SUNDAY TELEGRAPH, MARCH 22, 1964

A SUNDAY TELEGRAYH SPLCIAL FE

=TT and getting their
F||m Contes" uoémhugtt\gesc:am}lx}.l e l
T s able
young flm makers &%¢|Cessnas, Chipmunks, Piper
reminded _that their en-|colts and er Moths.
tries in the SA Film and| gysan flies éessnas, Chip-

Television Council's sec: 4
tion of the internationd g‘:&g and the Victa Alrj

" is & very experlenced
% Er!vnte pilot who -owWns

. his own light aircraft.
Her older sister, Kath-
ryn, has made several
pnrachute jumps,

om contest, should be i) “Eventually the girls hope|' AT “ " @ TURNING POINTS
iy oﬁﬂggforg’ﬁg‘;ﬁdg“ o get their commercial fy- GUE WILLIAMS (left) and Christine Hendertor o Fhes A CHECK, REFUELLING POINTS
on_Or DE . ing licences. check their aireraft before taking off for 3 practice holiday she watched

aq:s-:wnlry flight. crop-dusters flving on &
w0 Sl (764
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Sty ther luk

Adelaide. They are com-
AT least 17 women inercial-licence ystudent,s.

will make a game | Erex, = (82 o el
.

bid to beat the ele- smsgle-engine Cessna.

ments as welé as the in g:..%ﬁgtseggngggsﬁﬁe;:r.
ontest.
men in the .nsbane The largest number of
{o Adelaide Air Race. women enxtmms comes
rom ctoria.

i Experts and racel| ¥reds Thompson and
| organisers feel sure|Esther Mather can claim |
i that some oOf them |senlority among the wom-
will be among the en, as they both flew in

Young pilets, Christine Henderson (seated in plane)
and Susan Willioms study the map of the course for
their big rece.

: the fi i C { this
prize-winners. the st 086, - of this
All the women fliers be- ue Folkes, = Beverley

\ long to the 14-year-old Seide and Annette Murphy
Australian Women Pilots' | will fly a Beech Muskeleer
Association. from  the Civil Flying
Membership has grown School, Moorabbin.
ial 40 to nnl Julie Hourigan, another

impressive 270 since 1950. | Victorian entrant, will ¥
ell-known womarn pilot | the first Victa Alrtourer |’
Nanc, (Bird)  Walton | ever sold to an aeéro club,
founded  the Association | that of Latrobe Valley.

THESE TWO
Adelaide girls wil take
it in turns to pilot a
Cessna in the £5000,
1,475-mile Easter air

race between Brisbane ||

and Adelaide.

They are Christine Hen-
derson, a secretary
(left) and Susan Wil-
liams, a science student.
They are the voungest
competitors. While one
is piloting the other will
navigate.

N T

lﬁ-y-d
[ —
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n in
Australta who fly or glide. From_ Swan Hill, in 50

Vieta 100 to what she
hopes Wwill be 2 fine win.

iss Winifred Wells, of
Pert/ and Mrs, Helen
Blackburn, of Adelaide,

both commercial pilots, will

fly together in ‘8 Cessna

172, .
Sue Willfams and Chris- |
tine Henderson, both aged |

only 18, also come from

other Victa, comes Thea
Bryan and her co-pilot
Nancy Tellerson, of Co-
huna,

The only certain Queens-
Jand entry is Dorothy Her- |
pbert, from Charleville, in
her own Cessna 182.

New South Wales will be
represented by Mrs. Nancy
walton and Marie Rich-
ardson, flying & Camden
Aero Club Cessna 172 with
Barbara Selby-Brown.

- =



Taste for milk shakes
leads to flying

A taste for milk shakes has started a N
solo plane flight from the
learning to fly.

The wife, Mrs. Kay Hack-

! S.\W. grazier on a '
lUnited States and led to his wife

at AeroPelican when her hus.| used a
ney, is seen below in m¢|banq decided he would like Juea‘m ?na(:p:r:bnﬁt aﬂ\u'inagse I-;tc
cockpit of & plane at Aero-|2 milk shake. later sold the  planes and

“He started to ask about
the planes and all of a sud-
den decided he wanted 1o Jearn
to fly," Mrs. Hackney said,

Within_a month, Mr. Hack-
ney, a Central Western graz-
ﬁr‘ had received his ticket 1o

y.

He bought two planes and

Pelican yesterday,
'l Her husband, Robert, is
.| flying a new Piper 260 ajr-
craft from America,

Mrs. Hackney said yester-

day that she and her husband
were driving by the milk bar

went to the United Siates 1o
buy a new one

Mrs. Hackney thought she
should learn to fly in case her
husband needed her. She finds
ltime to take lessons at Aero-
Pelican although she has three
children, aged 3 and 2 years
and 9 months .

2 Be MRS Aareenta i

THURSDAY, JANUARY 13, 1966.
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“EVERYONE asks me, ‘When did it all start>” and I
; honestly don’t know,” said Mrs. Rosemary Arnold,
# Australia’s first woman helicopter pilot. “But I remember
 that at the age of cight I used to make acroplanes from balsa
gl wood and hang them from the ceiling.”

I This seemed a promising start in the story of an exciting
| flying career, except that it scemed to stop right there for
M another eight years. Rosemary was 16 before she had her
i first flight.

“This was in a flying-boat from Grafton to Sydney, and I

B remember P. G. (now Sir Goidon) Taylor was the captain.
bl I“j"ust went up and asked if I could sit in the cabin. I sat

§ in his seat all the way.”

Once again her aviation story comes to a halt. Rosemary
took up secretarial work when she left school and handling
travel bookings from an office desk was the extent of her
@# hand in flying. .

BH At 18, Rosemary married, and the next eight years or so
4 were devoted to raising a family.

“I had three children under three years, then I had
another baby, making four under seven. During those years
4 I took up the usual domestic interests. I studied millinery
at the ‘tech. until T ran short of babysitters, learned the
¥ guitar, did some church work, helped the school, but none
A of this amounted to much. I felt 1 needed an interest.

(8 “Four years ago, with a couple of hundred pounds saved
i up, I thought, ‘I'll go and make inquiries about flying.’”
Today, at 31, this diminutive blonde has 260 hours total

# flying time behind her, including about 100 hours solo and

41 40 hours in helicopters.

aﬂnmﬁllc Horning How

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 5, 19
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Who's who. ‘Woméjn—
flying instructor

A FORMER high school French teacher, Miss |
i Carmcl Brown, has been appointed Royal New-
castlc Acro Club’s first woman flying instructor.
There are believed to be
fewer than 10 female flying
instructors in Australia.
Miss, Brown, 23, has been
a leacher at Maitland Girls'
High School for the past
three wears. ’

pilot’s licence and her in-
structor's rating.

The club hopes to launch
a special learn-to-fly cam-
paign this vear. The cam-
paign for women this year.
The campaign will  be
handled by Miss Brown, un-
der the guidance of Mr.
Hone. |

She started her new job
on Monday, and is onc of
two instructors at the club.
The other is the Chief Fly-
5. ing Instructof IMr. S. Hone).

In the August-September |
school  holidays  last  vear,
b Miss Brown piloted ane of
Miss Brown learnt to fly two planes that flew mel
- __with Manning River Aero Rutherford Acrodrome on |

\Clpb at Tarce, where she an adventurous 6000-mile
gained her private pilot's journey around Australia.
licence. She won a Govern-

ment flying scholagship, and

came to R.N“.é., where

she gained her commcrcial[

£ ;
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SEWING TEACHER

NOW

SEWING tea-
cher has put
aside her needles,

thimble and tape-
measure to become
the captain of an
aircraft in  New
Guinea.

She is Miss Eileen Steen-
son (pictured), who was
sewing mistress at the
Methodist Ladies’ College
at Kew, Vicloria.

Tercitory  Air

Lines,

based at Goroka, in
New Guinea highlands, has
engaged her
what is regarded as one of
the most hazardous

for pilots in the world.

mountain
12,000 feet high she spends
her spare time knilting and
making dresses,

PILOT

the
to fly over

areas

But between flying over
peaks Up 10 Gyinea have accepted her
as part of their aviation |
world. One said yesterday,
“She has confidence and
She is the only full- | flies as well as most of us.”
time woman pilot in New At Goroka Miss Steenson
Guinea, and she learned |gaid, “When I got the offer |
to fly and got the meces- |from T.AL I just couldn't‘
sary certificates on days |turn it down. Since I start-|:
off from the college, ed flying here I have thor- |’
Mals pilots in New!oughly enjoyed myself.”

LOOK—NO WINGS!

She kept her first flying lessons a secrct from the family,
because she wanted to prove that she could fly before she
broke the news. She kept the secret until she flew solo.

Durin§ the years she has been flying, helicopters have had
a great f{ascination for her,

“T think this rotary-wing type of aviation is only now
coming into its own,” she said. And the more people talked
against her ‘trying helicopters, the more she felt she wanted
to try them.

“I made inquiries and decided to take the advice of a
test pilot friend who xaid I should go and do four hours
in a helicopter. At the end of this, he said, I would know
if this was the sort of flying I was right for.

“I'm not a gambling person, but at £25 an hour for
helicopter lessons I decided to risk £100. I rang an instructor
and made inquiries.

“He asked me when I wanted to fly. T said right now.
And he said OK. I gulped, and said, ‘Give me time for a
phone call home to organise the children.” So he said he'd
wait half an hour. I dashed home, changed, and was back
before that. One hour in the air was enough to convince
me that I was meant for it.

“Helicopter flying is not as popular as fixed-wing flying,
because it is more difficult, you have to handle a control
with each hand. I used to wonder if I would ever be able
to hover or do a spot turn. But I'm not a quitter and the
difficulty was a challenge to me.”

Her 40 hours of helicopter training were 40 hours of
fantastic work, and getting her helicopter pilot’s licence was
as much a thrill for her children as for herself.

“Children are thrilled if mother is ‘somebody,’ an
individual, not just part of the scenery,” she said. “Not that
1 am knocking the housewife. Many women are brilliantly
successful at housekeeping, but it wasn’t a full life for me.

“I don’t look on children as a tie. If you want to get out
and about you can. My children, Grant, 12, Lyndall, ten,
Vicki, nine, and Angela, five (pictured), can do everything
around the house. They've made their own beds since they
were two years old. The three eldest make their own Junches
and do it willingly. I used to get up only to find they had
done it hefore me.” All the children do their own share of
sweeping and dusting in the big family home at Sylvania,
a suburb of Sydney. N

“I have always taken the attitude that if they help me
we can all get out together. And this is how it has always
worked. When they were younger I had a fair amount of
sickness—I think women get very rundown with small
children—and it was at that time they learned to help.

“As a family we like to do things on the spur of the
moment—you know, on a hot night, go down to the water
and perhaps have hot dogs on the beach.

“One might I got the idea of going up to Camden to
watch the parachute jumping. We piled in the car and off
we went, It was really something. I will never forget the
cerie, whirring sound in the complete stillness of the night
as those bodies passed through the air. I don’t want to take
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Australia’s first woman helicopter pilot
tells reporter Pat Westcott how she
achieved her greatest ambition.

it up mysell, though. They come down with too much of a
thud for my liking.”

But aerobatics—ah! That's another matter.

“This is imy true love,” said Rosemary. “You are cither
a ‘straight and level person,’ keen on cross-country flying,
or an aerobatic flier. I had been flying for three years before
I did any stunts, and I thought, this is ridiculous, I haven't
had the fun out of my flying that I should have.”

She now works hard at aerobatics and described it as
“really something.”

“You become a far better pilot. The higgest thrill is
streamer cutting, You throw a toilet roll out and as it
unrolls you cut it in a certain time with the propeller or
the wing. One week I used up 24 rolls. My best effort was
two cuts in 22 seconds. Yellow paper is the best to see!”

You might think Rosemary hasn't a minute to spare from
her housework and her flying. But she makes all her own
clothes and everything her three daughters wear. When I
met her she was wearing a turquoise dress, with a deep
inverted pleat in the centre front, which she had designed
herself.

“Tight skirts are out for wearing in the helicopter, which
is also a lovely turquoise shade, but this style of dress is fine.
I also had to evolve a hairstyle suitable for flying. For aero-
batics I wear a helmet so 1 had my hair cut short, but [
have a wiglet to dress up with.”

Rosemary's next step is to get her commercial licences for
both fixed-wing and helicopter.

“And then,” she said, "I want to make it to the States
and enter the famous Powder Puff Derby for women pilots.”
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